THE FIERY END OF THE WORLD

Jesse M. Hendley

Matthew Chapter 24

If you are a serious student of the Bible, you have to believe that the coming of the Lord is drawing very near. If your mind is immersed in the Bible and you know what God has to say, you recognize that cer​tain things are happening today that fulfill prophe​cies of the Word of God. Current events show that God is about to raise the final curtain in the drama of the ages.

An Overview

I am just sketching now, because the study of cur​rent events is an entire message in itself. But con​sider the genocide going on in the world today. We have read of the attempt in Laos to exterminate an entire race of people. It went on in Cambodia. In Iraq, there was the attempt to eliminate the Kurds.

In Revelation 6:4, we read that in the tribulation period peace will be taken from the earth. All over the world--‑killing fields! Anyone who wants to stay here for the tribulation period can have it. I don't want anything to do with it. Genocide! It's an awful thing. Here we are, a dying race, and it is not enough; we have to kill. As it was in the days of the Flood, violence will be all over the earth (Genesis 6:11). Increasing violence is moving toward the tribulation period.

Then look at Israel and the anti‑Semitic spirit today. It is tragic to see this hatred increasing. When the people of Israel passed the law that Jerusalem would be their capital city, immediately the United Nations went into assembly and condemned them for it, and for not returning the land they captured from their enemies. It became a war against Israel. The Script- ures prophesy that at the end the nations of the world will come against Jerusalem. There is coming a day when Israel will not have one friend on this earth. Even today, she has very few friends. This anti‑Semitic spirit will increase.

Europe in the News

A man called me on the telephone and said, "I have in my hand the January 1976 issue of your news​letter, and in it you said there will be a 10‑kingdom alliance of Europe and north Africa. You said that not the United States, and not Russia, but Europe will be in the ascendancy of power before the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ." Then he referred to the nations that have already formed an alliance. I said, "But this is an economic alliance. What we must watch for is a military alliance."

Some time ago the leader of France and the leader of Germany, two of the strongest men in Europe, publicly declared on television that Europe will be the next superpower and that they are look​ing forward to a military alliance. We are seeing the beginning of the formation of the 10‑kingdom mili​tary alliance right now.

The Middle East

Iraq has been the center of world attention. As you know, Iraq is old Assyria mentioned in the Bible. What does the Bible prophesy about Iraq? At the end of chapter 19 of Isaiah, God tells us that in the Mil​lennium the world's greatest blessing will come out of the Middle East. "Blessed be Egypt, My people,

and Assyria, the work of My hands, and Israel, My inheritance" (19:25). Today Egypt is in conflict with Israel to some degree, and Iraq is the enemy of Israel at this time. But the day is coming when they will be together and they are going to be blessed, because the Lord will bring them around to real conversion, but only after judgment.

Iran is old Persia, and Iran is mentioned in Ezekiel 38:5. When Russia makes the great invasion into Palestine, Iran will be among her allies. Russia has had dealings with Afghanistan and Iran, and nobody knows what she will do next. But we know that Russia has her eye on the Middle East. Nobody can deny that.

We know that Israel has been back in her land since 1948. We know that Russia will invade the Middle East and the Holy Land, as prophesied in Ezekiel 38 and 39. We may soon be seeing the begin​ning of the fulfillment of that prophecy.

I don't know God's timetable, but I do know one thing: God has predicted in His Word that certain things will come to pass in the endtime, and you can count on it that they will be fulfilled just as God said.

The World Will Come to an End

People sometimes ask about the end of the world. Scientists have various theories, but let's see what the Bible says. In Matthew 24, when Jesus was on the Mount of Olives, He was talking about His com​ing again. His disciples asked Him, "What will be the sign of Your coming and of the end of the world?" That phrase "the end of the world" should be trans​lated "the consummation of the age," because when Jesus comes back He will rule for a thousand years. The coming of Jesus is not the end of the world.

What I am talking about is the actual end of this world.

How is this world going to end? God says it will be a fiery end. There is fire inside this earth. When Mount St. Helens exploded, one newspaper headline read, THE DAY THE EARTH BELCHED WITH FIRE. That volcanic eruption was so powerful that the blast was heard 135 miles away. The headline said that the earth "belched" with fire, but God's Word says the earth will "burn" with fire. "The heavens shall pass away with a roar" (Greek, rhoizedon), "thunderous crash." This earth will explode with a tremendous roar (2 Peter 3:10).

In 2 Peter 3:13 we read, "Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, in which dwells righteousness." Where is that promise of God about new heavens and a new earth? If you are familiar with your Bible, you will remember that it is in Isaiah, chapters 55 and 66. This is such a vast subject that I cannot deal with all the Scriptures in one message, but we'll touch on it so that we may understand this passage in Peter's epistle.

God's plan is to destroy this present heaven and earth, and to create a new heaven and a new earth, where nothing but right prevails. Then we will have peace on earth. Can you imagine getting up one morning in your city and finding that everything is right, everybody does right, and there is no wrong anywhere? That day is coming, when nowhere in God's universe will there be any wrong. There will be no sin. For God, who is holy and never does wrong, will destroy sin, and banish sinners who will not let God change them.

God hates sin! People can sing about "the love of God" till they are blue in the face, but if they forget that God hates sin and they refuse Christ as their

Savior from sin, they will go to hell. There is no salvation from sin but by blood, the blood shed on the cross! A person may know about the love of God, but that love of God cannot reach a sinner until he knows that Christ died on the cross for his sins, trusts Him as Savior, and receives the life of God.

Everywhere I go, people talk about the love of God, and that is a great truth for the child of God. It is also a great truth for an unsaved person, if it's explained that God cannot extend His love to anyone except through His Son. That is the only way God can reach an unsaved man or woman.

So God's plan is to bring into existence a sinless, perfect world. The whole universe is stained with sin. The first sin was not committed by Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, but by Satan.

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth perfect, sinless. But Isaiah tells us that because Satan aspired to be God and led a rebellion and insurrection against Him, God cast him to the earth before man was ever created (14:12). Therefore God will destroy the heavens and the earth.

We read in I John 2:17, "The world is passing away, and the lust of it, but he who does the will of God abides forever" Everything outside of the will of God must go. All the evil around us today‑--how contra- dictory it is to the will of God revealed in the Bible! God has a plan. He is out to destroy this entire universe because of sin.

Partial Destruction

After the church is caught up to meet the Lord in the air, there will be a partial destruction caused by volcanic activity. A volcano cone is simply the cap on the earth's plumbing, and molten rock (magma) down in the earth comes spouting up and blows the cap off. You know about the horror of those erup​tions, and the devastation that results. Animal life is wiped out, trees are strewn like matchsticks all over the place, people in the area lose their lives because of the fiery blast and the resulting lava flow.

During the tribulation period, because the world is so full of iniquity, God Almighty will partially destroy this earth. God says that all through that period there will be tremendous earthquakes. Can you imagine what it will be like when God levels the mountains of earth with earthquakes and removes the caps of the earth's plumbing system, and this molten rock and fire is hurled all over the earth?

Earthquakes

Turn to Revelation 6:12. "And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and lo, there was a great earth​quake, and the sun became black as sackcloth and the moon became like blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, even as a fig tree casts her untimely figs when she is shaken by a mighty wind."

This speaks of a great earthquake. I have studied about earthquakes, both in the biblical and the sec​ular records. The tribulation period will begin with an earthquake, continue with earthquakes, and at the end there will be an earthquake such as the world has never known.

Verse 14 says, "And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together, and every mountain and island [notice this] were moved out of their places." All will be moved out of place! What will happen when God moves all the mountains and islands and lets loose all the magma in the heart of the earth? The whole earth will become like a fiery Mount St. Helens.

When I went up 6,400 feet on Mount Rainier with

some other preachers, a thick fog veiled the moun​tain peaks. I gazed on those huge, majestic moun​tains and thought about the day when God throws them over, when the caps to God's plumbing are removed, and He releases fire all around the world!

In one passage in Revelation, God says He will remove the green mantle that covers the earth. Every green shrub and the green grass will be burned. People will be scorched with great heat. In recent years heat records were broken all over America--‑heat so oppressive that many people lost their lives. My mind went to the Book. Revelation 16:8 says the sun will scorch men with fire. These are God's judgments.

Revelation 8:5 says, "And the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar, and cast it to the earth; and there were voices, thunderings, light​nings, and an earthquake. "

Again we have it in chapter 11, verse 13. "And the same hour there was a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city [Jerusalem] fell, and in the earthquake seven thousand men were slain; and the remainder were terrified, and gave glory to the God of heaven." Almighty God is the initiator of these earth​quakes. God will partially destroy the earth during the tribulation period.

In chapter 16, verses 18 and 19, we read, "And there were voices and thunderings and lightnings, and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were on the earth, so mighty an earth​quake, and so great. And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell,"

Almighty God will destroy the cities of the world. They will be rocked to ruins in seconds by earth​quakes that will shake this earth, level the moun​tains to dust, and destroy the islands of the sea.

In the book of Isaiah, at the close of chapter 2, we read twice that God will arise and shake mightily the earth! God is quiescent now, but He is going to get up in judgment. He is getting sick and tired of the sins of mankind and He will bring them to an end. And when God arises to shake terribly the earth (Isaiah 2:19), the cities of the nations will fall and become a tangled mass of debris--‑New York, Berlin, Tokyo, and all others.

First Partial‑Then Complete

As I read in Revelation, chapters 6 through 19, about the tribulation period, I see the unmistakable prophecy that there will be partial destruction of the earth. This will take place after the church is caught up to meet the Lord in the air. We are seeing now the beginning of it.

There will be complete fulfillment of this prophecy after the Millennium. After Jesus comes, God will repair the earth, and all the saved people will rule and reign with Him. The unsaved at the beginning of the Millennium will go into hell. Nobody but saved people, Jews and Gentiles, in their natural bodies will go into the Millennium. We in our glori​fied bodies will rule with Christ over them in their natural bodies. But at the end of the thousand years, God will completely destroy this universe.

Scoffers Ignore the Coming Destruction

The classic Scripture passage about the end of the world is 2 Peter 3. This refers to the time after Christ has reigned over this world for a thousand years.

"This second epistle, beloved, I now write to you (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder), that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior" (vv. 1‑2).

Peter said that God's people need to listen to the words of the prophets and the words of the apostles, for they are God's words, given through these men. This Bible is the Word of God, given through holy men of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit.

"Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers." Literally, mockers with mockery. The Greek word for scoffers means "to trifle with, to play like children." Some people today are playing, like children playing their games, with the Word of God! But God isn't playing. God's purpose is to clean up this world. All sin and sinners must go, and there is nothing left but judgment.

So in the last days will come mockers with their mockery, mocking at the second coming and "walk​ing after their own lusts" (v.3). That means, after their own desires, in self‑will and gratification. Because they love sin, they turn away from the Word of God, and at the same time they mock those who preach the Word of God and the approaching judgment.

What do they say? They deny that Christ will come. They say, "Where is the promise of His coming?" "He promised to come. He promised to bring new heavens and a new earth and get rid of sin and sin​ners. But He hasn't done it. So He isn't going to come." That's the way they reason. They accept their own reasoning instead of the Word of the living God.

"For since the fathers fell asleep, all things con​tinue as they were from the beginning of creation" (v.4). The human reasoning of unbelievers does not accept divine revelation. Most people today do not accept the Bible. Listen to me! It is a great day in your life when you say, "I am going to know the Bible, if I don't know anything else. I am going to master the contents of Holy Scripture, as much as I can." I cannot say that enough. Everywhere I go, I find people with Bibles in their hands, especially young people. They are asking questions. Believe me, the only thing that will take us through this life is the Word of the living God, and when we die it will be our only support!

Verse 5. "For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the Word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water. "In other words, the mockers say, "God has never destroyed the earth. The earth continues from the beginning. There has never been a time when God has thrust Himself violently into the affairs of men and has judged mankind." They make a mistake. God did it in the days of the Flood. God drowned the human race, sparing only eight people. Everybody else drowned like rats. God did clean up this world once before, and He will do it again--‑by fire.

Human Will Opposes God's Will

They are willingly ignorant of this. They want their own will and desires, refusing the Word of God. What do they do? They turn away from the Word. The majority of people on earth are doing that ​turning away from the Word of God and Christ and living their own lives willfully. The human will against God's will! Nobody goes to heaven until his will submits to God's will.

The human will never wants the Word of God. Human beings never naturally want what God wants. But what a transformation in our lives when we come to see that we are nothing and accept God's will as found in the Bible as the guide of our lives! We are to keep our faces in the Book. Whatever God says to do, we should do. Whatever He says not to do, we are to turn away from. That is the greatest day in our lives, other than the day we accept Jesus.

Verse 6. "By which the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished." That world per​ished! Those human beings were wiped from the face of the earth! Judgment! And another judgment is coming.

Do you know what Jesus Christ said in Matthew 25? Christ will divide the nations as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. He will say to the sheep, the saved, "Come, you blessed of My Father. Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun​dation of the world." He will say to the goats, the unsaved, "Depart from Me, you cursed, into everlast​ing fire prepared for the devil and his angels."

"Brother Jess, did Jesus say that?" Yes. "Do you believe that?" Yes, I believe everything Jesus Christ said. That is His Word. If you and I love the Lord and His Word, it will be well with us. But for all who have rejected Him, it will be judgment and hell. Nobody but saved people will go into the Millennium. And while you and I praise Him and sing in our hearts joyfully of the love of God, to many people in this world He is coming in judgment! All who have rejected Him are going to be swept into hell.

There was a day when the whole world was drowned. Someone has translated this, "The world was destroyed, being flooded with water." The whole world was inundated. Read in Genesis 7 how the mountains were covered by that deluge.

The whole face of the earth bears witness to the reality of that judgment of God! Fossils of marine life have been found on earth's highest mountains. The waters receded and left the evidence of the Flood. God did it, and the next time He will judge the world with fire.

"The world that then was, being overflowed with

water, perished. " The word translated perished

means "to be ruined, destroyed, killed." It is the very word used all through the New Testament for being

lost. It doesn't mean cessation of existence; it means

total ruin. There is a place where unbelieving souls

are ruined forever. Souls die, but they still exist

apart from any hope of God or heaven.

Reserved Unto Fire

Verse 6 speaks of the world that then was, but in verse 7 we read of the world now. "But the heavens and the earth which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men." Literally, "are kept for fire, reserved for the day of the ungodly, when they shall be judged." Reserved for fire! Kept for the day of destruction of ungodly men.

That is what is coming. God is holy. Children of God ought to be holy. Ungodly people are all over this earth. Millions of people sit before their televi​sion screens looking at vile sins that God hates. They are eating it up. Someday God will rid the world of evil. He says, "Be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy." 

Everything that is sinful must go.

Verse 8 says, "But, beloved, be not ignorant of [do not forget] this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. "

That doesn't mean that a thousand years is equal to one day or that one day is equal to a thousand years according to God's chronology. It means sim​ply that He is eternal, not troubled about time, as you and I are. He is the high and holy One who inhabits eternity! A thousand years doesn't mean anything more to God than a day does to you and me. It refers to the eternality of God. There are no time clocks in eternity.

Verse 9 says, "The Lord is not slack concerning His promise." In Isaiah 66, God said He will create new heavens and a new earth. Isaiah lived 600 years before Christ. That is nearly 260.0 years ago. And God hasn't done it yet! Therefore, unbelievers mock and say, "He hasn't done it yet, so why believe the promise?"

Here is the answer: "The Lord is not slack con​cerning His promise [about bringing in the new heav​ens and earth], as some men count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance."

Mercy Is Holding Back Judgment

God has held back the judgment of this world, because in His great mercy He is offering salvation to every soul who wants to be saved! The other day when a certain person requested that I go and visit someone, I asked, "Does he want me to see him?" "No, he hasn't asked for you," was the reply. Is there any use trying to talk to someone about Christ and salvation who doesn't want to hear about Him?

Millions of people today don't want God. He comes to them time and again with the gift of salva​tion, but they don't want it and they turn Him away. And yet He is merciful. He holds back judgment on them for the sake of the people who want to be saved. That is why He delays the destruction of the heavens and the earth. Nobody knows how horrible this judgment will be but God! Talk about destruc​tion! It is coming in that day.

"God is not willing that any should perish." I love that verse. Some of my Calvinistic friends tell me that God doesn't love everybody; that He loves only

the elect. What do they do with this passage? God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance!

I have preached in many places in this world and have looked into the faces of people whose language I did not understand and whose culture I did not know. But I was able to tell them, "God loves each one of you individually and gave His Son Jesus Christ to die for your salvation, and you can be saved‑--if you want Christ!" People have to want Him before they can be saved.

God has held back the destruction of the heavens and the earth, but one day it will come! Listen to verse 10: "The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night." God will not announce the time it will come. But it will come, and it will come unexpectedly, "in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise. "

When Mount St. Helens erupted, there was a loud blast and the earth shook. God says, "The heavens will pass away with a great noise." The word here means "a hissing, crackling sound, like that of a ship breaking up at sea." The universe will break up in a final conflagration‑a fierce, extensive fire! There will be a great bang.

Some scientists says that the whole universe came into being with a big bang. They say that the constella- tions out there are rushing away from each other with tremendous speed. I don't know about that. I am not an astronomer. But I know one thing: this universe will end with a great bang.

"The heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat. " The elemental substances of this earth will melt! This world and the elements with which it is made will pass away. The God who made the elements of the earth

is able also to destroy them, and after the Millennium He will do just that.

"The earth also, and the works that are in it, will be burned up. " Literally, "The earth and its works will disappear, will not be found." It is the same word used in Revelation 16:20 where "the mountains disappear." The very mountains--‑the Alps, the Andes, the Smokies, the Himalayas, the great mountain ranges of earth‑--will disappear. The entire earth will explode and vanish! All of that is in this one sentence in verse 10.

How Should We Then Live?

"Seeing then that all these things will be dissolved [the word means "loosed or destroyed"], what manner of persons ought you to be, in all holy living and godliness, looking for and hastening unto the coming of the day of God, in which the heavens, being on fire [red hot, like the glowing of metal], will be dissolved, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, in which dwells righteousness" (vv.11‑13).

That is the prediction of the destruction of the universe! God spoke it into existence, and He can speak it into nonexistence. And God, with a word, can create new heavens and a new earth.

Someone may ask, "What does that have to do with us today, if all of this occurs after the Millennium?" Well, Peter gave us the answer. If we expect to be with the Lord then, we must not refuse to walk with Him here and now in this world. We must invite Him into our hearts and lives, allow Him to take control and direct our steps, and make every day and every hour pleasing to Him. How we live in this world will affect our place in eternity.  

Let's summarize:

1. We are to be looking. "Seeing that you look for such things" (v.14). We are to expect that God, who is holy, will destroy the present heavens and earth, get rid of sin, and create a new universe in which there is nothing but righteousness and righteous people. We are to be thinking about it, studying about it, believing it, looking for it. God expects His people to know His plan.

2. We are to be diligent. "Seeing that you look for such things, be diligent, that you may be found in Him in peace, without spot, and blameless" (v.14). Live in the light of eternity! Live in the light of the presence of God! God is not only way out there; He is here with us now. He is present in our lives. He sees how we are living now. We are to accept Jesus, study His Word, be in prayer, witness for Him, and serve the Lord. Our place in the Millennium and our posi​tion in the Holy City are dependent on what we do with the grace of God, His salvation, and His plan now. So be looking and be diligent to be found in Him‑--in peace, without spot, and blameless.

3. We are to be winning souls. "Account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation" (v.15). The rea​son God hasn't already judged this world is that He is extending the time for more souls to be saved, and He intends that we believers win them to Him. Who will win them if we don't? On whom can Christ depend to do His work? The entertainment world? No. The liquor store crowd? No. The materialistic businessmen who think only of stocks and bonds and money and the things of this earth and not of the things of God? No. Who then will win the souls for whom the Lord is holding back judgment?

God is counting on us who believe His Word! And when the last soul is saved, judgment will strike.

God alone knows who that last soul is who will com​plete the church. God's judgments will unfold, going right on through to the destruction of the heavens and earth and the creation of the new heavens and new earth. So we are to be diligent in trying to win souls.

4. We are to beware of sin. "Therefore, beloved, seeing that you know these things, beware lest you, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness" (v.17). Look out, lest you fall. You are living in a dangerous world, and you will fall if you don't walk with God.

Some time ago I had a long distance call from a woman who belonged to a church where I had been preaching. She said, "My sister is trying to take her life. She needs a psychiatrist or someone to counsel with her. Can you recommend someone?" In the course of the conversation, she asked if she might bring her sister down to see me. So we set the time for a Sunday afternoon at my home.

The car drove up, and a mother and four daugh​ters came into our house. One of them was this troubled young woman, 24 years of age. She and I went to my study. She said she was a member of the church but had become involved with the wrong crowd and drugs, then in despair she tried to take her life. She had just come out of the hospital.

I said kindly, "I know the answer to your problem before you say anything more. But if you want to talk, I am listening." Then she emptied out all her feelings. She said, "My mother doesn't love me. My sisters don't love me. Even God doesn't love me, or He wouldn't have let this happen to me." She poured out the sin and bile and gall. She talked at length. Finally she wound down.

I looked at her and said, "I told you in the beginning that I knew what was wrong with you. You are mistaken about people not loving you. The trouble is that you have never been born again."

"Oh, but I am a member of the church," she said. "I've gone to church since I was a little girl."

I said, "But you have given no evidence whatever of being a Christian. You're blaming your family. You're blaming God. You say your mother doesn't love you, but I know she is concerned about you. You say your sisters don't love you, yet they paid a psychiatrist to counsel you because they are trying to help you. It was one of your sisters who called me to ask if she could bring you down here to see me.

"You said that God doesn't love you. God does love you, and from the evidence of the love of your family I would say that He loves you more than everyone else. God gave His Son to die for you, to prove His love for you, and to save your eternal soul. Your problem is that you have not turned to Him and yielded to Him."

She began to listen. I was talking to her kindly, but I was shooting straight. I had to. She was desperate. And the more she listened, the more she realized her true condition. She started crying, and I could tell that she was becoming more tender and open to the ministry of the Spirit.

I said, "There is only one way that you will come out of all this. I can't do it for you. Your mother can't. Your sisters can't. No one else can. No one but Jesus can do it. Receive Jesus Christ into your heart right now. Then read the Bible and find out what He wants you to do. When you do it, you will come out of this. God will restore you, and you can live a happy and victorious life."

She knelt and called on the Lord, and she looked different when she got up. It showed in her face. I

tell you, when you sincerely call on Jesus, there will be a difference in your life!

When it was time to leave, one sister slipped an envelope with money into my hand. I said, "I don't want this. I didn't do this for money." But she insisted. So I used it to pay for several telephone calls to see how she was getting along. Some time later when I called, they told me she was walking right on with God and was a different person. Jesus made the difference in her life. He always does.

5. We are to be growing in grace. "Grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (v.18). All of God's grace is available to help you live the highest type of Christian life. Not "grow into it," but "in grace grow." There is grace for you. Use it! God will give us all the grace we need to live a life pleasing to Him and get ready for heaven. It's available.

We are told to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior. How can we do that? Have daily Bible reading and prayer. There is no other way. I have lived in the Bible ever since I was 20 years of age, and I cannot tell you what it has meant to me. I want it to mean to everybody else what it means to me.

I have lived in this Book, for it is the precious Word of God. I wouldn't exchange the hours I have spent poring over this Book for all the oil wells in Texas and all the money in all the banks of the world. I've had to give up some things. I've had to sacrifice time with people so I would have time for fellowship with God. I've lost some things, but in the time I have spent in this Book I have gained as my highest treasure an increasing knowledge of God.

Some people, when they accept Christ, think they have arrived in the knowledge of Christ. I assure you, they haven't. To learn about God, you have to study. You have to take time. If you do, you'll walk with God! You'll grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

This Is the Way To Live and Grow

Take a book at a time and digest it, word by word, sentence by sentence. The hop‑skip‑and‑jump method of reading the Bible--‑a verse here and a verse there‑--isn't the way to know the Bible. You'll never know God that way.

Take one book at a time. For example, read Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, or John. You'll find thousands of God's thoughts. You'll know the mind of God, His will, His purposes, His plans. He transfers them by His Spirit to us as our minds come in contact with His mind. And as we yield our lives to His teaching, we will find that we are walking with God.

You won't know God just by listening to someone in the pulpit or in the Sunday school class, or on the radio, or on television. You learn to walk with God when you are alone in a private place, reading His Word, bringing your mind to His mind, to receive His teachings, and to apply them to your life. Once you get a taste of the reality of communion with God, you'll love to be alone with God. It will have priority in your life.

How are we to live, in the light of the coming destruction of the heavens and the earth? There's only one way; it's what we have been talking about. We are to walk with God.

How are we to live, knowing that Christ may come at any moment and we'll suddenly be caught up to meet Him in the air? I say it again: Walk with God . . . walk with God.

After the Rapture, while we are up there with Christ, there will be 7 years of tribulation on this earth. At the end of those 7 years, we'll come back with Him, and then we'll reign with Him a thousand years‑--a glorious time beyond anyone's imagination. Yet how few people take the time to study what God has told us about it! They'll sit for hours before their television sets and take no time for God's Book.

Do you know that if you're a Christian you will one day be in the Holy City, in the new heavens and new earth, with God and Christ and the redeemed of Israel and the redeemed of the Gentiles forever and ever? Knowing this, why aren't you studying what God has said about it? That is why Peter said in verse 11, "What manner of persons ought you to be, in all holy living and godliness!" We are to be living lives that are separated from the ways of this godless world.

"Grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to whom be glory, both now and forever. " Peter admonished us to live for eternity! Literally, "to the day of eternity." There is coming a day that will have no sunset. Eternity is described here as an everlasting day, and we will live it with God.

There will come a moment in your life and mine when we will draw our last breath. Then nothing will matter but Jesus! It won't matter about your wife, your husband, your children, your job, sports, pleasures. All that will matter when your soul leaves the body is, "Do I have Christ? What have I done about Jesus? Did my life bring forth fruit to God? If I accepted Him as my Savior and Lord, did I indeed make Him the Lord of my life? Did I seek to please Jesus in everything that I did or said, or even in my thoughts?"  

I have brought you the Word of God. How will you respond? If you have never trusted Christ as your personal Savior, do it now, for you have no promise of tomorrow.

Then get into God's Word and make Christ the Lord of your life. Redeem the time you have left. Pre​pare for eternity! Please.
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