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The Father's JOY! You know where this thought is found, of course. It is in the fifteenth chapter of the Gospel of Luke. It is commonly called "The Par​able of the Prodigal Son." But after careful study of this parable, we come to see that the prodigal son is not the principal character, nor is he the chief thought. The chief thought of this story is THE FATHER'S JOY. It carries with it a wonderful thought that I hope you will see, particularly those of you who are disturbed about whether or not you are saved. Let us discuss it for a few moments.

Jesus said, "A certain man had two sons, and the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And the father divided unto them his living. And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together and took his journey into a far country and there wasted his substance with riotous living. And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land, and he began to be in want, and he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat, and no man gave unto him. And when he came to himself he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger? I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heav​en and before thee and am no more worthy to be called thy son. Make me as one of thy hired servants. And he arose and came to his father, but when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and in thy sight
and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and

shoes on his feet, and bring hither a calf and kill it, and let us eat and be merry. For this my son was dead, and is alive again. He was lost and is found.

And they began to be merry."

THE FATHER'S JOY! This is the chief thought of this marvelous, marvelous story! This tells us about how God receives a sinner when he comes home to Him.

We learn that the dead can live again. "This my son was dead, and is now alive." Those who are dead to God and salvation and eternal life, dead in trespasses and sins, can live again.

This story tells us the lost can be recovered. The lost sheep was found by the Shepherd. The lost coin was found by the woman sweeping the floor of the house. And here the lost son is found. Yes, he came home, but the fath​er welcomed him before he even got home.

We learn here that the affections of the heart are the things that count with God. What the father wanted was his son's heart. He could have kept him from going away in the first place. He could have locked him in his room. He could have chained him. He could have put servants around him to prevent his escape. But when the boy said, "Father, I want to run away from home. Give me my substance. Let me go," the father didn't detain him; he let him go. He didn't want him simply to be there bodily; he wanted the boy's heart and affection. The boy didn't love his father. He didn't love the father's house. That's the way it is with the sinner today. He does not love God's House. He is not interested in heaven.

Now in this story are two sons. Both are sons. That is their relationship to the father. Why should God seek the sinner? Why should ANY father seek a wandering son? We read that God the Father "seeketh" those to worship Him. Sinners are in a sense, sons of God. Not in salvation; they become true sons of God only through faith in Christ and the new birth. But Paul says in Acts that we are His offspring, that all human creatures are in a sense sons of God. They are not saved. They are not going to heaven. They are dead in trespasses and sins. They are on their way to hell for rejecting Christ. Yet, they do in a sense belong to God. Why should God SEEK THE SINNER? It isn't the sinner seeking God; it is God seeking the sin​ner! It is the father welcoming the son back home. Why should God seek the sinner?  Because there is a sense in which a sinner is a son to God.

In this story, the son showed where his heart was. Though living in the fath​er's house, his heart was in the far country! Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh, and action follows. So he winds up in the far country. If your heart is in the "far country" of sin and worldliness, you are not happy in a prayer‑meeting, nor would you be in heaven. It couldn't be. There is many a man whose name is on the church roll, but he has no heart for the things of God. Many a man goes to church on Sunday morning, but he is thinking about stocks and bonds or his business, or something else. His heart isn't there.

Now notice that this son asked for the substance that belonged to him, that was his by natural inheritance. These represent the natural things that God gives to us, things that we are account​able to God for, the natural things of life, that belong really to God but are given to us in trust. These things the boy wanted to use in his own way, in the far‑off country. But friends, the "far‑off country" isn't really so far away; it is in the human heart! Many a wife is far‑off from her husband, while eating at the same table, living under the same roof. Many a husband is far‑off from his wife, while they carry on the dreadful relationship of being tied to one another. I am not minimizing marriage bonds when I say that. I am saying simply that your heart can be somewhere else if you don't love that companionship. Well, so it was with the prodigal son. If your heart isn't with God and Christ and the Word, you can go through all manner of re​ligious motions and still be far‑off from God.

Now for awhile the son enjoyed him​self in the far country, in the stolen delights of transgression, consumed by desires that never satisfy. He wasted his substance with riotous living. How MANY people are WASTING all the things that God gave them! They are far from Him, in the far country. But, the end will always come to the resour​ces they have. A certain man stole several thousand dollars and went on a spending spree, but the day came when in walked the FBI and took him over. He had to face the accounting. So it was with the prodigal son. The source of supply was cut off. No man gave to him.

I pause here to say a solemn thing to you; GOD ONLY can keep on giving to you! Someday all that men can give you will give out. God is the only perma​nent Giver. It is a sad picture when a man serving the devil comes to himself.  Misery! Misery makes him think of the father's house--‑not of the father. "In my father's house, the servants have bread enough and to spare, and here I am, perishing with hunger." His heart is still away from the father; he is still not thinking of the father. He still just wants bread for the body. Materialism! How many people are living just that way today! The son considers being a "hired servant,” but he doesn't know that in God's House, there are only SONS! I like that. Only sons. No hired servants.

Well, when all else is gone, he turns homeward. And the father anticipates the coming of the boy, and in his love he runs out to meet the boy, to welcome him, not a word of confession before the son is forgiven. "Confession" doesn't save you. The Scripture doesn't say that if you "confess your sins" God will save you. God asks ONE THING, and that is to come unto God through Christ, saying you are coming to Him through Jesus. There wasn't one word of confession of sin. The fact that he had returned was enough for the father. It isn't that the father received the son on condition that he would "hold out.” The father was overwhelmed with love and joy just to have his son back home! The son met only blessing when he came home. The father said to bring the best robe--‑and the sinner receives the Robe of Christ's Righteousness, you know, when he does come home to God. And the ring---the sinner is now married to God. And shoes for the feet---meaning service, in the Father's House!

How wonderful is this story of the Father's JOY! And the story is for you.

"Deep in your heart sin has written its scar.

Come, just as you are.

Though from the Father you've wand​ered afar,

Oh, come just as you are.

Give up your sin; let the Saviour come in,

And come, just as you are."

Christ is able to save all who come unto God by Him, Christ. Simply come to the Father now, and in your heart, come to Him in faith and trust and love. He will welcome you. He will receive you. He will save you. He will bring you to eternal life. Won't you do it?
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