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Romans 5:12-21

One of the most profound teachings of God's Holy Word (and it is very important for us to grasp it) is Romans 5:12‑21. The theme there is the FALL of Adam and the COMPLETE WORK of Christ.

You say, "What has that to do with us?" It has everything to do with us! We are either IN ADAM or IN CHRIST. God sees us in one or the other. Now don't forget this profound truth. There are only two heads of the race: Adam and Christ. Christ is called in the Word of God the second Adam. He came to UN‑DO what the first Adam did. All through this passage we read that through Adam came all of our tears and sorrows and sins. But through Christ, come all our blessings and joys and victories. Every human being is either in Adam, condemned, or he has transferred and gotten into Christ, uncondemned.

In verse 12 we read, “Therefore, as through ONE MAN sin entered into the world (and that man was Adam, in the garden of Eden) and DEATH, through sin (death came through Adam's sin) so death passed on to ALL MEN for that ALL SINNED.” Destruction and misery and wretchedness came to all men through our father, Adam.

The first thing is SIN. Sin entered the world through Adam. When I was born into this world, I didn't ask to be born with an evil nature. But I was. So were you. It was passed down to us from fathers and mothers. There was a man, one time, who didn't have an evil nature. His name was Adam. He was created perfect. He and his wife, Eve, did not have a sinful disposition. They did not have propensities to sin. They didn't have evil thoughts and words and deeds. They never felt the guilt of shame, in the beginning, not until they sinned, they plunged the whole human race into misery. And their sinful nature was passed on to all men. That is why men since have had sinful natures. Sin entered through disobedience in the Garden.

The next was CONDEMNATION. God ever must condemn sin! He can't help doing it. Condemnation came through Adam. God is a HOLY God and He must be absolutely fair and just. Thank God, there is at the core of all things JUSTICE. Without that, this world would be a hell. There is a sense of human justice. If right is not going to sit on the throne, everything future will be miserable.

What else? Condemnation brings JUDGMENT. What God condemns, He must JUDGE. He had to bring judgment on sin. He brought judgment on the race.

God's judgment is, “The wages of sin is death.” So DEATH came upon the human race. Not only the death of the body, but the separation of the soul from God, which is spiritual death.

So everyone today who is not IN CHRIST has those FOUR TREMENDOUS THINGS AGAINST HIM, sin, condemnation, judgment and death.  All of these came through Adam's sin. You say, “Well, Preacher, I can't be responsible for what Adam did.” That isn't the question. That isn't the thing that condemns us. The fact remains that we are sinners and the thing that condemns us is that GOD HAS MADE A WAY OF FORGIVENESS, A WAY OF ESCAPE. He gave us JESUS in whom we can be saved. He has invited us to get out of Adam into Christ, by faith. Now when we come to Jesus as our Saviour we receive salvation. It is His free gift. Sinners in Adam are under condemnation, facing eternal death; sinners in Christ are justified, not condemned, facing eternal life. God doesn't hold sin against us. We no longer are seen in Adam; we are seen in Christ. Instead of being condemned, there is NO CONDEMNATION. We will never come into judgment. Instead, we have PASSED from death unto life. Instead of eternal death, we now have eternal life. Christ un‑did all that Adam did. He brought us much more than Adam brought. MUCH MORE, being justified by His Blood shall we be saved. It's wonderful what God has planned for us! The minute we accept Jesus as our Saviour, we are IN CHRIST and life eternal is ours.

This means two glorious things. The word REIGN is used twice in this great chapter. “They that receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall REIGN in life through the One, even Jesus Christ.” Notice that expression--‑reign in life. It means to be a KING, to sit on the throne, to be more than conqueror, to have victory over sin and death and judgment and hell. Thank God, we are more than conquerors. We are victorious, through Christ, over our enemies--‑sin, judgment, condemnation, and death. We can say, “God is my Father, Christ is my Saviour, the Holy Spirit is my Guide, the service of God is my constant occupation, and I'll soon be home with my Lord in Heaven.” All of that is ours just by our getting into Christ! And we get into Him by faith.

“They that receive the abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness shall reign in life.” Reign now! Oh, friends, are you REIGNING? Are you like a king? God help us to think about this. How many of us are dragging along, half‑scared, worrying about our sins, when they have ALREADY BEEN PAID FOR; worrying about judgment to come, when there IS NO JUDGMENT for THE BELIEVER; worrying about Hell, when God has promised us HEAVEN and Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us! Reigning? How many of us are not reigning, when God wants us to be victorious, kingly, holding up our heads, children of God, going to Heaven, with complete victory in Christ, and nothing but glory ahead. We ought to shine among this crooked and perverse generation, shine like LIGHTS in this dark world! We ought to reign in life.

God help us today, from this moment on, to see this. Some of you ought to say, “Forgive me, Lord, for worrying about whether You love me. But I do see now that You do love me. Forgive me for not seeing it before! Forgive me for not believing Your Word that when You gave me Your Son, You gave me everything You had. You gave me all Your love. You gave me Your Blood. That proved Your love for me, that there is nothing between us. From now on I want to reign and act and live like a son of God, with rejoicing and victory as I go my way as a Christian.” God forgive us all for not living up to our privileges as children of God!

Now the next thing, friends, we read that we can reign in life because GRACE REIGNS. SIN reigned in death; even so, grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. What is grace? Grace reigns through Christ. Grace is that wonderful attitude of God toward us that just blots out the sin‑question and treats us as righteous as Himself. He doesn't treat us as sinners, but as one as righteous as Himself, through Christ.

The Greek word CHARIS is a wonderful word. That which is joyous, that which brings favor, that which brings happiness. If God tells me my sins are FORGIVEN, that brings happiness! Isn't that wonderful? So His GRACE is on the throne now. And He is inviting SINNERS TO COME TO HIM AND SPEND ETERNITY WITH HIM IN HEAVEN. Because GRACE reigns on the throne, you and I can reign in life!

You say, “Preacher, how does all that come to us?” It comes to us through CHRIST. Though Adam disobeyed God and brought sin and condemnation and judgment and death, CHRIST OBEYED GOD AND BROUGHT US JUSTIFICATION AND LIFE ETERNAL. It's all in HIM!

“How is that made good to us?” Verse 17 “If by the trespass of the one (that is, Adam) death reigned through the one, much more shall they that receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life, through the One, even Jesus Christ.” We are to receive something, friends. Every person can. We learned that God saved ungodly people, sinners, and weak people. That's what all of us are---too weak to go to Heaven in ourselves. We are sinners, conscious of failing God, of coming short, of living un‑Godlike, not doing everything God would have us do. Now we are to go to the Lord and say, “Lord, I see that Jesus died for me and that You are offering me the gift of RIGHTEOUS STANDING in Your eyes. I receive it, right now.” That's what we are to do. We are to RECEIVE the gift of ABUNDANT GRACE, ABUNDANT FAVOR, believing He has blotted out all our sins and given us RIGHTEOUSNESS. We are to come to Him and receive this marvelous gift of perfect standing before God, full forgiveness, absolutely free. Just tell Him you do receive it, right now. Believe God's Word about it, and there'll be peace in your heart. They that receive the abundance of grace through the gift of righteousness shall reign in life--‑shall live like kings! It's not until we see that God GIVES US SOMETHING, a righteous standing before Him. Are we to crawl through life and not hold up our face? No, sir! We are to reign, like kings in this life. Isn't it wonderful that God makes it possible through Christ, to as many as receive His grace?

The Cross conquers. Paul says in First Corinthians 2:2, “I determined not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” That is the foundation. When you see CHRIST IN YOUR PLACE, and your way clear, made possible for you by God Himself, then you have the first step toward victory in this life, toward reigning like a king through His gift of grace.

If you are not a believer in Christ as the Saviour of your soul, will you bow your head now and receive Him and live for Him? Will you do it? Your only hope of Heaven is through Him, the sinless Son of God who took your sins and judgment on His Cross. Will you receive Him as your Substitute, as your Saviour, as your Intercessor? God bless you.
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