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Today we are taking up a study of Moses. The Bible records certain men and women as men and women of FAITH. We are reading now from Hebrews, chapter 11, verse 23.

“By faith, Moses when he was born, was hid three months of his parent because they saw that he was a proper child. They were not afraid of the kings commandment…..By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt for he had respect unto the recompense of reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured, as seeing Him who is invisible. Through faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of Blood, lest he that destroyed the first‑born should touch them. By faith they passed through the Red Sea, as by dry land, which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.” These things Moses did BY FAITH.

In the New Testament, the outstanding character (excepting Christ) is the Apostle Paul. Paul wrote thirteen New Testament books. He is aflame, like a meteor, in the New Testament.

Now in the Old Testament, the outstanding man, I think, is this man Moses. God Himself said that Moses was the meekest man in all the earth. His life is divided into three periods. The first forty years, he lived in Egypt; the next forty years, he was on the backside of the desert being prepared by God for the final forty years, during which he was the leader of the Children of Israel. The Israelites were God's chosen people. But they were down in Egypt, in bondage to the Egyptians. Moses became their leader and led them out of slavery toward the Promised Land.

The life of Moses is a wonderful study! He is the only man on record who spoke face to face with God as a man speaketh with his friend. That alone is a tremendous thing. God said, “If I have any other prophet, I will speak to him in dreams and in visions, but not my servant Moses. I will speak to him face to face as a man speaketh with his friend.” If you doubt whether it pays to walk with God, read the life of this man. Another great thing about Moses is that God paid him this tribute: “Moses was faithful in all My house.” Beloved, it is wonderful if your friends can say of you, “So‑and‑so is such a faithful person, a faithful Christian, a faithful husband or wife or child.” But it is more wonderful if those in your own house can say that you are faithful, that you are real. Your real character shows up in your own home. That is the place where your character and habits reveal you for what you are. So for GOD to say this of Moses, that he was FAITHFUL in all God's House, was a wonderful thing. This should be the desire of every Christian who loves God. You find this quotation in Hebrews the third chapter, a quotation borrowed from Exodus.

Now what made Moses such a man? You remember that even when He came to die, he was unusual. God called him up to Mount Nebo alone. There Moses died and the Lord Himself buried him. The Lord had been with him in life, and the Lord was with him in death. Oh, the halo of glory about the life of this godly man, from the day he met his Lord till the day he went to glory!

Now what is the Secret Spring in his marvelous life? It was FAITH.  Faith made Moses the man that he was. Moses wasn't always a godly man, don't forget that. In the early years, he was so impetuous, had such a terrible temper, that he murdered a man. But God saved him and used him, and in time, Moses became the meekest man in all the earth. This man with a fiery temper? This man who killed an Egyptian with his bare hands, the MEEKEST man on earth? Yes. If a man slapped his face, Moses just turned to God. Oh, how God can change a man!

Listen. Ask yourself this question, as I ask myself the same question: “Are we really changing?” Are we really becoming more meek and humble and usable, more submissive to God, more sweet‑tempered? Are our hearts and lives being changed by Him as we yield to His will?

The greatness in Moses had to be developed. He wasn't always that man. But as he clung to God, as he prayed, as he sought the Lord, as he surrendered, God developed him into the man of greatness that he became. I'll tell you right now, no man ever climbs over his sins into a life that is godly, sweet, and Christian, without AGONIZING BEFORE GOD.

The secret of Moses' life begins with his parents. You know, a psychologist has said to mothers, “You'd better start training your children long before they are born.” He means that a child's training begins with the parents' thinking. And how true that is. “By faith, Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents because they saw that he was a proper child, and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.” Three things are said here. First, that they hid him. Second, that they saw he was a proper child. Third, that they were not afraid of the king's commandment.

Now Moses' parents were slaves, in bondage to the Egyptians. His mother was Jochebed and his father Amram. Amram was a Levite, that is, a man of God, set apart for God, a spiritual man corresponding somewhat to a minister today. And Jochebed was a godly woman. Both had faith in God.

The commandment (of which they were not, afraid) was that all the male children among the Israelite slaves were to be killed. The Egyptian king wanted to hold them as slaves. But here were a father and mother who were not afraid of the king‑--Amram and Jochebed! They saw their little son a proper child. “A proper child” means simply that they believed God gave them that child so that He could use it and that He wasn't going to let it be slain. (Happy are the parents who love to serve God themselves and who also give their children to God!)

Now there wasn't anything visible about Moses that would make them believe that. Moses, as you know, turned out to be a very handsome man, one of the most brilliant in all history, highly educated in the wisdom of the Egyptians (and believe me, that was some learning!), a very capable leader of men, known as a military leader those first forty years, and outstanding man of affairs in the world. Nevertheless, that was not what Amram and Jochebed saw in their child. They saw their little son simply as a life that God was going to use. So they entrusted him to the Lord. They believed that somehow he would escape execution, that God would deliver him, train him, and use him. How that father and mother must have rejoiced in later years to see what things God did through him!

Listen, Dad; listen, Mother. The greatest thing you can do for your child is to give him to the Lord. Train your child for God! Give your child to Him!

Now what was the result of their faith? They hid the baby from the executioners. They kept on trusting God, using what means they had, and believing that God would go beyond their means. The mother made a little ark. She daubed it with pitch to keep the water out, and went down to the edge of the river and placed the baby Moses in this little ark, among the bullrushes. She committed the child to the bosom of the river, in perfect faith that God would take care of him.

You know the rest of the story, how Pharaoh’s daughter came down to the river to bathe, and, hearing the baby cry, wanted him for herself. Such was the compassion in her heart. Where did it come from? God put it there. God was overshadowing the scene, saving the life of this little Hebrew child. Oh, the faith of these parents!

The princess took him to the palace to train him and give him every advantage in the years to come. But there is no question in my mind that it was Moses' mother's teaching that prepared him for the Lord's service. You remember that Moses' sister Miriam, tending to the little ark in the bullrushes, said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Don't you want one of the Hebrew women to raise this child for you?” And when the princess said, “Yes,” Miriam ran and brought the child's own mother! So Jochebed herself had charge of Moses for the first seven years, protected by Pharaoh's daughter. She instructed her son in the fear of the Lord. She taught him to pray. She taught him about the history of the Hebrew people, and later, he wanted to cast his lot with his own people, rather than the wicked Egyptians.

Oh, what the faith of godly parents can mean to a little child! Dad and Mother, wrap your child in your prayers! Raise up a wall of prayer and faith about him to keep him from sin and temptation! Give him each day the eternal Word of God, and God will surely bless you.

Nine things are mentioned here that Moses accomplished by FAITH. I simply call your attention to them.

First, when Moses was come to years, he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. Why did he refuse? He was not ungrateful for her protection and care, but he knew that the Egyptians were against his God! So he chose the spiritual instead of the material and worldly. Pharaoh’s daughter was worldly, the court was worldly, Egyptian civilization was filled with heathen temples and heathen deities. Moses turned away from it all because he was called of God. He was even willing to be misunderstood by the woman who took care of him all those early years. Moses made his decision for God and refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.

Second, he chose to suffer affliction with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. Moses saw that sin does have its pleasures, but it is just for a little while, whereas God's people have a glorious future. He deliberately chose to throw in his lot with his own people, the despised slaves, because he knew they were chosen of God. He chose suffering for God rather than the pleasures of sin.

Third, he esteemed the reproach of Christ greater richer than the treasures of Egypt. I am merely touching now on precious truths, and I'm sorry, but I want you to read the record yourself. Moses rejected the treasures of Egypt and took Christ! Where are Egyptian culture, Egyptian treasure, and Egyptian riches today? They have passed away. Moses made the eternal choice!

Fourth, we read that Moses had respect unto the recompense of reward. That means simply that he looked ahead to the Great Payday. He saw that the sinners of his day were having some pleasure but that their future would be Hell forever. Moses believed, also, that if a man walked with God, he would be paid off in Glory! He had respect unto the Payday! Remember that, friends, when sin is dangled before your eyes. When you wonder if it pays to walk with God, remember Moses.

Fifth, we read that Moses forsook Egypt. He forsook it! He gave it up! What did he get? He got God forever! He turned in a real job for God. He made his life count in the service of the Lord.

Sixth, we read that Moses was fearless. Moses feared not the wrath of the king. But he did fear God. Someone has well said, “Fear God, and you don't have to fear anyone else.”

Seventh, Moses endured! He endured as seeing Him Who is Invisible. He kept his eyes fixed on God. Listen, you can endure any affliction if you remember that God is watching over you and plans to bring you Home.

Next, Moses sprinkled the blood that saved them from the wrath of God. By faith, he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.

And finally, they passed through the Red Sea. BY FAITH! Friends, you and I can have faith. We can wind up like Moses, in the city of God, having been faithful to Him!

If you have never put your trust in God, will you trust Him today, accepting Christ as your Saviour? Will you do it?
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