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Revelation 19

I want to speak to you today on the Bible picture of the condition of the world at the coming of Jesus. It's an alarming thing, friends. You know, there have been people telling us that the world is going to get better and better and better, but God's Word has predicted the very opposite. Instead of the world being converted by the preaching of the Gospel, God's Word reveals that there will be a great apostasy and a deepening of the darkness. Take down these passages if you want them. Any intelligent person who will study and read them will come to the same conclusion. The condition of the world, then, at the coming of our Lord is a black, black picture, revealed to us in the Bible.

Now in Revelation, the 19th chapter, we read about the Anti‑Christ and the coming great battle of Armageddon. Now what is going to be the end of the Anti-Christ? In studying something about him and about his condition (this monster of iniquity), in the last days of 42 months, it would seem that that fact alone would make us believe that conditions would be terrible indeed. The Bible predicts that conditions will be terrible beyond human description.

We read of the coming of the Lord in Rev. 19:11. "And I saw Heaven open and behold a white horse and He that sat upon it was called faithful and true and in righteousness He doth judge and make war." Aren't you glad our Blessed Lord Jesus is called first of all, "faithful?" He will keep His promises! He said if we believe on Him we would save us and bring us to Heaven. He is called true. He must always be true to His Godhead, to His Deity.

"And in righteousness He doth judge and make war." Here is Christ coming back again to make war. He is the Supreme Warrior. I wonder what the pacifists do with that passage? This crowd thinks God is just a mollycoddle and that we Christians are supposed to let somebody slap our face a thousand times, and we are just to smile at them. Not the Lord Jesus Christ! Here He is coming again to judge and make war.

"His eyes were as a flame of fire."  That is indignation.

"And on His head were many crowns, and He had a Name written that no man knew but He Himself." This indicates the tremendous fullness of His Word. Nobody but God knows all that Jesus went through at the Cross. Nobody but God can give Him a name worthy of that which was done. It is going to be interesting to learn about Jesus' New Name!

"And He was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood." Some of the expositors try to explain that as the Blood of His Cross. That is untrue. It is going to be the blood of His enemies, which He treads beneath His feet! We read right here in this passage that He treadeth the wine‑press of the fierceness of the wrath of God Almighty, and the picture is that of the man who treads the grapes in the winepress and the red juice of the grapes spatters upon his garment. His garments are stained with the juice of the grapes which he treads beneath his feet. So Christ is coming again to tread His enemies beneath His feet and He will have on garments dipped in blood.

“His Name is called the Word of God.”  He was the Message of God. He brought the message of salvation. Men wouldn't have it, so now comes the message of judgment.

"And the armies which were in Heaven followed Him upon white horse." Who are these armies? All the redeemed who have loved Him, down through the ages. Not angels. The armies are saved people. The armies are those that loved God and believed on Christ and read His Word and humbled themselves and walked with Him.

"The armies which were in Heaven followed Him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean." Oh, that means absolute purity, friends. Aren't you looking forward to it? One day we will never have another evil thought. One day we will never see another evil thing. One day we will never speak another evil word. One reason I know I'm saved is that. I know I want that time to come. Some people don't want that time to come. They revel in iniquity. It is their breath. It's their lives. They live in it. To take them out of it would be Hell for them. Purity would be Hell for them but a real child of God, the soul that is really born again of the Spirit of God, does not love the evil thoughts that come, nor the evil sights that come, and he hates sin.

"And He shall rule them with a rod of iron, and He treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God." I call your attention to that word, "fierceness." My friends, that's a terrible picture. Oh, when God Almighty begins to judge, sinner, what will you do? When He judgeth thee, what will you do?

"And He had on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, the king of kings and the Lord of Lords. And I saw an angel standing in the sun and he cried with a loud voice saying unto all the fowls that fly in the midst of Heaven, come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God," (a terrible supper), "that ye may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of captains and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of men both free and bond both small and great" Now that means that God's great supper to the fowls of the air will take places over in Palestine where the armies of Anti‑Chirst, the armies of earth, shall he gathered against the Lord Himself.

"And I saw the beast" (that is the anti-Christ) "and the kings of the earth." All of them will be gathered there for the end days. All the armies will be there and it will mean the destruction of the armies of earth.

"Gathered together to make war against Him that sat on the horse and against His armies." Here is Armageddon! Armageddon is not a battle between the kings of the earth, or between the nations of the earth. Armageddon is a battle between the Allied Groups of Earth against the Son of God! And all the armies of the nations shall be defying Christ when Jesus Christ comes again. Now, brother, that is a most dreadful picture.

"And the beast was taken and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him in which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast in the Lake of Fire that burneth with brimstone and the remnant was slain with the sword of Him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of His mouth and all the fowls were filled with their flesh." There is the end of the Anti‑Christ. He is hurled into the Lake of Fire. The first person that goes into the lake of fire (which is unoccupied at the present moment) is the Anti‑Christ. The first occupants will be the Anti‑Christ and his false prophet. Then, a thousand years later at the second resurrection, all the unsaved will go into the same place with Anti‑Christ, because they have been against the Lord Jesus Christ. Now that is a picture of the end days.

Now I want to call your attention to the fact that the world will be in a revolt against Jesus Christ and the Christian religion when Jesus comes again. It will be the darkest spiritual hour that the world has ever known. Let's look at the Bible picture, then I want to give you the testimony of a man, as to what he has seen as he has traveled over the world.

Now in Psalm 2 we read this: "Why do the nations rage and the peoples imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set themselves and the rulers take council together against the Lord and against His Christ (His anointed) saying, let us break their hands asunder and case away their cords from us." Now there is a prediction by the Psalmist, an end‑time picture, of all the leaders of the nations coming together in a great council on this one subject: "Let us destroy the religion of Jehovah, the Bible, and of Christ!" That is just what the council is about. Not about war as we know it today, not about economic conditions. This council shall be against the religion of the Bible, against the religion of Christ Jesus the Lord.

"Let us break their bands asunder.”  "Let us get rid of religion." We have seen the beginning of that very prophecy as we look at red Russia. They have defied the Living God and burned down the churches and killed the priests and preachers of the Word of God, and today, atheist Stalin is still an atheist, is still the same wicked one. Let us remember that about Russia.

Now what is going to happen? Of course, God always wins. You can't conquer God. "He that sitteth in the Heavens shall laugh. The Lord shall have them in derision and then shall He speak unto them in His wrath and vex them in His sore displeasure."

Then God urges the kings, "Be wise therefore ye kings, be instructed ye judges of the earth, serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son lest He be angry and ye perish from the way when His wrath is kindled but a little." That is His admonition to these that defy Him.

Now there is a picture of the end days, of defying God and Christ. It will be the darkest hour in history when the leaders of the nations shall come together against the God of the Bible and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Now let's see what Jesus has to say. "And because iniquity (Matt. 24:12) shall abound, the love of the many shall wax cold." Jesus said the end time would be a time of overflowing iniquity. That means the worst period the world has ever known. He says so in this very passage. Now the greatest judgment the world has ever know will be because of iniquity, so it will be the greatest iniquity the world has ever known. Believe me, we are headed for Sodom and Gomorrah. Such days are upon us right now, and I tell you, iniquity is abounding everywhere you look. Open sin, and wickedness of eyes and mouths and hearts, iniquity overflowing from hearts that are away from God, the world living in the flesh.

In Matt. 25 we read, at midnight came the cry, "Behold the bridegroom cometh." Why did Jesus say "midnight?" Why didn't He say "midday?" Because, friends, the condition of this world will be as black as midnight when Jesus comes again. Spiritually, it will be the midnight hour that Jesus will return. It will be the darkest hour of night in the history of the world, the blackest night, when the Lord Jesus comes. The bridegroom cometh at the midnight hour! That is the teaching of the Lord Jesus.

Now what does Paul have to say, inspired by the Spirit of God? He says the world will be asleep. They will be in an unconscious state toward God and spiritual things when Jesus comes. I Thes. 5, "But of the times and seasons, brethren, you have no need that I write unto you for yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night" The Day of the Lord comes in the night. It will be night for this world. "For when they shall say peace and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them as travail upon a woman with child and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren are not in the darkness (children of God) that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light and the children of day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep as do others, but let us watch and be sober, for they that sleep in the night, and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and righteousness."

Now what else? In 2 Thes. 2, Paul says very plainly that the Day of Christ shall not come until the apostasy comes first, and until the man of sin be revealed.  The apostasy is a great falling‑away from God all over the world.

Then in I Tim. 4:1 we read that there will be false religions abounding. "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and Doctrines of devils." False religions!

Then in 2 Tim. 3:1 look at this picture.  "This know also that in the last days perilous times shall come, for men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high‑minded lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying the power thereof." When Christ comes to the earth, that will be the condition.

One of our great spiritual leaders has just returned from a world‑wide trip and as he spoke before a group of preachers, he melted their souls and hearts. He said, "Gentlemen, the lights are out all over Europe! The lights are out all over Asia! And the lights are going out in the United States of America! There is very little spiritual light in all the world." Friends, are you ready to meet Christ, in this black night? If not, accept Him, will you? Be ready to meet the God and Saviour of your Soul!

PAGE  
1

