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THE DISIPLINED LIFE





Friends, I want to speak to you today on an important subject THE DISCIPLINED LIFE, the importance of the life of discipline.  In First Samuel 3:13, God, says of Eli, as He was speaking to the prophet Samuel, "I have told him (Eli) that I will judge his house for the iniquity which he knoweth, because his sons made themselves vile and he restrained them not." There we have the Lord blaming Eli for the destruction of his sons.  His two sons, you remember, perished not long thereafter.  They lived very evil lives.   But I want to call your attention to this fact:  HE RESTRAINED THEM NOT.  God said Eli’s sons made themselves vile and their father didn’t restrain them.





Discipline is taught us all the through the Bible.  It is not only in the Bible but is in human nature itself.  People MUST be disciplined.  There MUST be discipline in life.  Life cannot run riot. We cannot just have our own will and our own way.  The root of sin is SELFishness.  If our hearts are SELFISH and we are given our own way, the result will be TROUBLE, inevitably.  We will run up against it somewhere.  If a child is not disciplined in the home, then society will have to discipline him.  If society is not able to discipline a child, then eternity will do it.  Judgment will come: God will have to do it.





Somewhere down the line there must be discipline.  The greatest things the world has ever known were done through lives that were disciplined. I know a man who is a very successful businessman, and yet he is comparatively young.  He tells how when he was a boy his father would never let them have an idle moment.  He said that if there wasn't anything to do, his father would make them dig post holes and fill them up again.  He didn’t permit them to be idle.  He said they had to study their books.  They had to do their chores.  There was no time hanging on their hands wherein they could get into mischief.  And he attributes his love for WORK today -- and my, that fellow can really get things done -- to the DISCIPLINE, the TRAINING, he got from his father.





I remember the statement of an outstanding bandleader who said, "I thank God for my mother.  She stood over me until I learned my scales and did my practicing.  I hated it at first.  But after a while when I began to LEARN music, I began to like it, and it led to my life work which has made for me a wonderful livelihood.  But if my mother hadn't MADE me do it, I suppose I never would have accomplished what I've accomplished." His mother MADE him do the things that were good for him to do.  Life simply cannot be given its own way in the early days. It must be disciplined, until it learns how to discipline itself.  Somewhere down the line there MUST be discipline.  Where you read of murderers most of them are people whose lives were not disciplined. Where you read of suicide, much of it was the result of lives that were not disciplined.  In every area of life, lives must be disciplined.





God said that Eli’s sons made themselves vile and Eli restrained them not.  He didn't discipline his sons.  The other day I was returning from a trip and on the car radio I heard an announcer interviewing a man who has been the head of a school for rehabilitating delinquent boys.  This man was a wonderful person, and I appreciated so much what he had to say because we love young people.  In this boys' home they rehabilitated 1,500 boys.  The interviewer asked, "Have you lost any?"  He said, “We have lost about forty." Then with sadness in his voice he said,  If we had had the proper staff and the know-how that we have now, I believe we could have SAVED half of those fellows." The announcer said, "To what do you attribute most delinquency?” And immediately the man said, "Lack of discipline, in the home.” The boys had been permitted to have their own way, do what they wanted to do, whatever it was, and to have time hanging or their hands.  “Next to lack of discipline, which is the major reason for juvenile delinquency, is lack of occupation." He said,  “We have learned in the home about boys.  They wear us out. We begin at six o'clock in the morning and we close at nine o'clock at night, and we keep them BUSY every second in between, because a boy will get tired, take a nap, and got up and say, “'There's nothing TO DO,” and that's a BOY, a bundle of ENERGY.” Lack of occupation has led many a boy down the wrong path, into sin, many times into the law courts and to jail and even to death. Lack of discipline!  Lack of occupation!





Some years ago the idea in the home that was prevalent all over the country was "Let a child have his or her own way. Don’t correct them.  You’ll HURT the child. You’ll TWIST it the wrong way. You'll OFFEND it." Now that was contradictory to the Bible. Everyone who was a student of the Bible knew that it was contradictory. You can't beat the Bible, friends. It is true to human nature!  Sooner or later we must come around to it.  In Proverbs 13:24 God says, "He that spareth the rod hateth his son.  But he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes." There God says that if you spare the rod, if you do not DISCIPLINE your son, you hate him.  The man who doesn’t discipline his children hates his children because they will not be prepared for the world out there.  You may give your child his own way in the home and let him run all over you, but he can't go out in the business world and run all over his business associates. He can't go to school and run all over the school children.  That's why teachers pull their hair sometimes and the heads of our schools are wondering what the present generation is coming to. They are having to cope with children who are used to having their own way at home and have not been properly disciplined.  "He that spareth his rod hateth his son." says the BIBLE. "But he that LOVETH him, chasteneth him betimes.” If you love your son, you will correct him and you will make him do the things he ought to do.  If you teach a child RIGHT, it will be ingrained in that child. If you let him do wrong, then he will not know, and he will choose the wrong when he gets away from you and the confines of your home.





In Proverbs 19:18, God says, "Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.” If you don’t chasten your child, if you DON’T correct him and discipline him, the time will come when there will BE no hope.  He'll be out-of-hand.  Many a mother is saying today, "I can't do anything with my son." Well, you have to start VERY EARLY, don't you?  That's why I am bringing this message today.  "Let not thy soul spare for his CRYING." It is a lot better to have a few tears in childhood till the child learns that it cannot have its own way, over against the rights of others my friends, than it is to have later on the tears and heartbreak of a broken mind, a broken body, and a lost soul!





 In Proverbs 20:11 God says, “Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure and whether it be right." Even a child is judged by others by the life it lives, whether it is pure and right.  In nearly every revival meeting recently I have had difficulty in my preaching services with young people of Intermediate age.  They just don't know what DISCIPLINE is.  They don't know what REVERANCE is. They don’t even know what COMMON COURTESY is.  Time and again we are forced (the preacher, the evangelist) --in order to get over to the audience his message -- to STOP and PUBLICLY call down boys and girls of Intermediate age.  It isn’t easy to do, but it must be done in fairness to the rest of the audience.  It isn't fair for one pair, or three or four or five or six young people to hinder the whole work of God and hinder the people who came to hear God's Message.  Even a CHILD is known by his doings whether his work be pure.  An impure child is known by his impure speech.  A wrong child is known by his wrong attitudes and wrong actions.  People say, "What kind of home is this child brought up in?”   Teachers say, "Show me the attitudes and actions of a child for a few days, for a week, and I'll tell you what kind of parents he has, what kind of home he comes from."





In Proverbs 22:15 we have the reason why discipline is an absolute necessity:  "Foolishness is bound in the heert of a child, but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him." To a mother with a precious little child in her arms, that child is an innocent perfect thing.  The Bible says, though, that that child was born in sin, conceived in iniquity, and that it has a crooked  nature within.  We don't like that, do we, but happy is the parent who can face realistically the facts concerning their child.  They ARE sweet. Don’t misunderstand me.  We LOVE our children  beyond words.  But if we do love them, we will realize that there is a deadly tiger in each one of those children.  There is a crooked nature that was first in us, and that we passed on to them, that we got from OUR parents, and they got from THEIR parents, on back to the Fall in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve REBELLED against GOD and refused God's discipline, and disobeyed God and broke their own souls, and brought every heartache and tear upon the rest of the human race. We are inheritors of FALLEN NATURE, CORRUPT NATURE.  God says, "The HEART is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.  Who can know it?" Nobody but GOD knows what is in the human heart.  You do not know.  I do not know.  We know some.  We see it in the lives of others and in our own lives, but, oh, beloved friends, foolishness is bound up in the heart - even of a CHILD.  We were BORN that way and it will COME OUT unless the rod of CORRECTION drives it far from us! It is in every child. God says, "Discipline your child.” Because when they get BEYOND childhood, it is too late. That is the Word of God.





Some of you may be saying, “Is that all you have to say?" No. God has more to say about this In the New Testament.  God disciplines CHRISTIANS!  God is a Disciplinarian.  And I am glad that He is, just as every child is glad, later, for the parents who would not permit him to go astray but taught him right and disciplined him to do the right thing, and live right, courteously, holy, godly, spiritually toward God and toward others.  Let’s see Hebrews 12 verse 5, a tremendous chapter that every Christian needs to know.  "And ye have forgotten the exhortation found in the Old Testament which speaketh unto you as unto children. My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him, for whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." Now there He says that there is a tendency, on our part, to FAINT when God whips us, when God chastens us, when God disciplines us, when God lays the rod on us, when God rebukes us for something we do wrong.  But here we read we are not to faint, because God means it for a blessing! For the Lord LOVES us.  And whom He LOVES He chastens. And He goes on to say, “If you do not receive chastisement when you do wrong, then you are not a true child of God.  You are a child of Satan. God does not whip the devil’s children.  He only whips His own.  He only disciplines His own.”  I’m glad that God DISCIPLINES me when I don't walk in the proper way.  I am glad that God won't LET me get away from Him, and that He won't let me do wrong without PAIN.  I'm GLAD that God is a Disciplinarian.  David said, "He RESTORETH my soul;” He brings my soul back when it wants to wander away into false paths and go after false temptations.





Then he says, Hebrews 12 verse 7, "If ye endure chastening, God deals with you as with SONS.  For what son is he whom his father chasteneth NOT?"  The writer of Hebrews takes it for granted that every earthly  father chastens his son, out of LOVE for him. Hebrews 12 verse 8, “But if ye be WITHOUTOUT chastisement, whereof all are partakers (all Christians) then are ye illegitimate children and not sons.” If God never whips you, never diciplines you, and you never feel the pain of GOD’S DISCIPLINE, you are not a true child of God.  Hebrews 12 verse 9, "Furthermore, we have had fathers of our flesh which CORRECTED us.” So chastening here, is CORRECTION, when we do wrong. “And we gave them reverence.  Shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of our spirits, and lives?” If the fathers of our FLESH correct us for our good, shall we not much more give, reverence to God our Father, when He chastens us?  Hebrews 12 verse 10, "For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but He for our profit, that we might be partakers of His HOLINESS.” What is the object of GOD’S chastening? It for our profit, for our GOOD, that we might partake of His Holiness, that we might live closer to Him and have communion and greater fellowship with HIM, that we might walk with God.  And we cannot walk in sin and walk with God at the same time.





Hebrews 12 verse 11, "No chastening for the present seemeth to be JOYOUS, but GRIEVOUS.  Nevertheless, AFTERWARD it yieldeth the peaceable fruit righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” Yes, when we go through a whipping it isn’t pleasant.  But afterwood, it is wonderful because it YIELDS RIGHTEOUSNESS.  And righteousness brings us closer to GOD, and we see God's Holiness, and we walk with God and the result is COMMUNION with God.





I see my time is up. I hope this broadcast has been a blessing. May God help us to live DISCIPLINED lives and to show forth the VALUE of the disciplined life, the life that chooses to live pleasing to God, to live right in the eyes of God.  God help us to do it.
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