THE DEVIL’S OUTCASTS WHOM GOD RECEIVES
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Romans 4:4

We are studying today SALVATION BY FAITH from two of the outstanding saints of the Lord, Abraham and David. These men got to heaven, and if they got to heaven, they marked out the way for us. Notice, they were saved BY FAITH.

Abraham

God tells us how Abraham was saved in Romans 4:3. Abraham believed God, and his BELIEVING was counted to him for righteousness. He had faith righteousness, not work‑righteousness. Abraham's works did not save him. Only his faith saved him. We read concerning Abraham, in Romans 4:4, "Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness."

Salvation then comes to the person who "works not." You'll have to throw away all your works if you expect to be saved. He who "believeth on Him who justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." So FAITH is written down in the place of RIGHTEOUSNESS. He has FAITH‑righteousness and is written on the credit‑side of the ledger.

David

Now today we come to David, verse 6. "Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin."

That's a wonderful, wonderful statement! This is an amazing thing. This is David's experience, and Abraham's experience, two of the greatest men of God of all time. They are in heaven today. How did they get there? JUST BY FAITH! They didn't have any WORK‑righteousness. They were both sinners. They were saved by faith.

You take the case of David. God tells us how David was saved‑--as a sinner. Psalm 32. David's experience as recorded in Psalm 32 was just the same as Abraham's. He describes the happiness of salvation, which he enjoys, a happiness which is his not because he is sinless (he wasn't sinless), but because of God's FREE and COMPLETE forgiveness of sin! There was no other way of salvation for David.

Now we read here in verse 6. "Even as David also describeth the BLESSEDNESS of the man." Now here David describes the BLESSED MAN who is saved by faith. David describes the BLESSEDNESS of the man.

Now the word BLESSED here is the Greek, ton makarisma, and means not "blessedness,” but a "PRONOUNCING blessed; To CALL the person blessed or happy." Now Who is this who calls David, a sinner, "blessed"? Who is the One who pronounces a man who is a sinner "blessed"? The answer is, God! And how does He do it? The Psalm tells us: God and the blessed man. Psalm 32:

First, God forgives his transgressions.

Second, God covers from His holy sight all this man's sins.

Third, God refuses to enter them in His book of remembrance for punishment. Hence He forgets them, destroys them, and blots them out.

So the BLESSED MAN is the man concerning whom God FORGIVES his sins, COVERS them from His sight, and FORGETS about his sins. THAT IS INDEED A BLESSED MAN!

Now what does the blessed man do, to merit all this? Nothing! He DOESN'T merit it. All he does is to be sincere with God. We read, "In whose spirit there is no guile." (Guile means deceit, insincerity.) We've got to come to God and take the place of a sinner, or God will never forgive us. God can never save a sinner who doesn't ADMIT that he is a sinner and deserves the very worst.

So David said, "I acknowledge my sin unto the Lord. (He took the place of a sinner and admitted it.) I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. (Not to men.)" Now this condemns "priesthood" in religion. We need no priest to approach God. David went directly to God as a sinner and got his sins forgiven. He had no intermediary at all. He has no priest. David did this, and it is written FOR US. His experience is to be ours. His approach to God is ours. And he said, "And THOU forgavest my sin." Not a priest! Not any intermediary could forgive sin! GOD DID IT. Abraham approached God without an intermediary, without any priest, without any personality, without any human or heavenly personality. He went DIRECTLY to God and acknowledged his sin, and God DIRECTLY forgave, covered and forgot his sin.

GOD FORGIVES, my friend. Shout it from the housetops! GOD--‑FORGIVES--‑SINNERS! Who come to Him in absolute sincerity, acknowledge their sins and receive God's forgiveness. "I will confess, and Thou forgavest my sin." Confession is forgiveness, with God. Now that's a wonderful thing. No wonder he called that man makarios‑--BLESSED. The highest word in the Greek language, to describe a state of happiness and bliss is this word makarios, the BLESSED MAN!

Here is the BLESSED sinner, whom God forgives. Psalm 32. By the way, He doesn't say "blessedness" in the Hebrew. In Hebrew it is ashrey and it means. "Oh! The blessedness! The felicity! The happiness! The happy state!"

Now notice, in Psalm 32 David says there are three things God does to our sins when we confess them. He forgives; He covers; He refuses to write down.

Here is an interesting study. The Hebrew word for FORGIVES, "Blessed is the man whose transgressions are FORGIVEN," is the word notsa, and it means "to lift up.” Here sin is described as A BURDEN, a heavy load, too heavy to carry, and the LORD "lifts it up"! Now this word is a passive participle. Passive, of course, means somebody else lifts the load. Passive means the subject being acted upon by somebody or something outside itself. This is a passive participle in Hebrew, the subject acted upon by someone or something doing something to him; lifting his load, in this case. Here is a sinner who can't lift his load, and somebody else comes along and lifts the load off him, so that he isn't burdened with the load of sin anymore. Sin is a burden too heavy to carry! Sin will break the mind, crack the soul, put lines in the face, destroy the cells of the body, create ulcers, and bring on heart attacks and nervous breakdowns. Sin is a heavy load. It is interesting here that GOD LIFTS THAT BURDEN.

Now as I was studying this Hebrew word, I found this word notsa used in Isaiah 53, verse 4. David had a load and the Lord lifted it for him. David couldn't lift it. The Lord that lifted the load was JESUS! Isaiah 53, "Surely He hath BORNE our griefs and carried our sorrows." Christ lifted our burden of sin! CHRIST is the subject! HE does the lifting, of the load of our sins!

You remember in Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, the story of Pilgrim, the picture of a sinner with a load on his back, and the New Testament in his hand, crying out, "What must I do to be saved?" And finally how he got rid of his load? Well, he got rid of it at the Cross. That's where Jesus lifted OUR sins. Notsa, to LIFT UP! Blessed, happy, is the man whose sins are LIFTED UP off his shoulders. There we have sin described as a burden, and CHRIST lifts it!

Next, "Blessed is the man whose sins are COVERED." The Hebrew word for COVER is kasa, "to conceal, to cover, to hide from somebody so that they cannot see it." Again we have the passive participle, somebody else doing the concealing, the covering, and the hiding of our sin. Here sin is described as a SHAME. And CHRIST CONCEALS our nakedness, as God did in the Garden, as He throws the covering of His own Righteousness over us, by His death on the cross! He CONCEALS our shame. Sin is a shameful thing, and He hides it from our eyes and from the eyes of a holy God. So, God can't see our sins. Isn't that wonderful?

So, we've had sin as a BURDEN, and Christ lifts the heavy load.

Sin is a SHAME, but Christ conceals it by His blood, for we are washed from our sins by His own blood.

Then finally, he says. "Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not IMPUTE sin." Now the Hebrew word there in Psalm 32 for IMPUTE is chashav, and it means "to impute, to bind, to weave, to put together, to think." So we have the thought in this Hebrew word, that God does not PUT OUR SINS TOGETHER, WEAVE THEM TOGETHER, as a heavy, heavy SORROW for us to bear, to be punished He doesn't think about them at all, weaving them together! He doesn't THINK of them‑--that's the resultant meaning. So it means that He forgets them. So we have here that sin is a sorrow that GOD forgets, so we can forget them, too.

There are the three thoughts: Sin is a BURDEN, but Christ lifts it off our shoulders so that we don't have to bear it. Sin is a SHAME, but Christ conceals it so that He can't see it, God can't see it, we can't see it. Sin is SORROW, and God forgets it, and we can forget it, too. And the sorrow goes, and joy comes in its place!

Isn't that a wonderful study?

Now the only man God can bless is the man who does not hide or bottle up his sins, but who brings his sin into the open before God, comes clean before God.

"In whose spirit is no guile." That means no deception, no insincerity. Do you want God to lift your burden of sin so you won't have to carry it any longer? Do you want God to hide your shame so it will never be uncovered, now or forever? I wouldn't want my sins to be revealed, would you? I wouldn't want you to see the sins of my life, the evil thoughts, words, and deeds. Nobody does. Nobody but a hypocrite would say such a thing is not true. Nobody wants to face evil thoughts he has had! I don't want to face them before God or man. Friends, nobody would have any confidence in anybody else if they could just see their thoughts, words, deeds (except those who have been born again). We are SINNERS. ALL OF US have come short of the glory of God. But Christ CONCEALS our sin. Then, sin is sorrow, and God won't think anymore about it. He forgets it, so we can forget, too, thank God.

So no wonder David cries out, "Oh, the BLESSEDNESS of the man, whose SIN the Lord will not write down against him, and in whose spirit there is no insincerity, no deceit, who comes clean before God!" Now remember that this is one of the penitential

Psalms, and was written after David's terrible sin with another man's wife.  The God of the Bible, then, is a God of forgiveness. Even though the world sins, the world doesn't want to receive sinners. But God forgives sinners. The world would not forgive David, an adulterer and a murderer. The world would let him go to hell. But God is a God of forgiveness! GOD RECEIVES the devil's outcasts! That's what David meant when he said; "Though my mother and father forsake me, the LORD will take me up."

Now, a mother and father usually stay with a loved one longer than anybody else. Friends may forsake you, wife may forsake you, husband may forsake you, and children may forsake you. But usually, a mother and father will be the very last to forsake you. They will stick with their child to the bitter end. But there have been cases where mothers and fathers HAVE for​saken their children. I saw such a case. I saw Charles Coates die in Georgia's Tatnall prison. He had a mother, but she wasn't with him. He had a wife, but she wasn't with him. There was a case of a mother forsaking her son as he went to the electric chair. He had committed murder, and she didn't want to have anything to do with him, evi​dently. I've never heard from her, though I wrote to his wife and sent her the last money that Coates had and had asked me to send to her. I sent it but have never heard from her. There was the case of a mother who forsook her own child. But God didn't forsake Charles Coates. He was saved, and he went to the electric chair with a real testimony. He is in heaven to​day. I have no shadow of a doubt about it. 

There was the case of a mother for​saking her son. But GOD will take up those whom man forsakes! God will even take up those that even the devil won't have anything to do with. I think I'm going to prepare a sermon on "When God Receives the Devil's Outcasts." There are some people that GOD WILL RECEIVE that man will not receive. Sinners! God is a God who will FORGIVE sinners. No wonder David one time cried out, "Let me fall into the hands of the Lord, not into the hands of men!" Men are cruel. Men are unforgiving. Men are un​merciful. But God is a God of MERCY, a God of FORGIVENESS, and a God of TENDERNESS.

If there is somebody listening to me today, and you may have lived a very wicked life, I want you to know that GOD RECEIVES THE DEVIL'S OUT​CASTS. One of our great preachers made that statement one time. Sitting in his audience were two women, wom​en of shame. They had no friends.  Their loved ones had disowned them. They had lived lives of terrible sin. They had an ugly name, unclean, com​mon women. But they sat listening, friendless and hopeless, to this preach​er. They heard him say, "GOD WILL RECEIVE EVEN THE DEVIL'S OUT​CASTS." They went on their way, re​pented of their sins, received Jesus Christ, and were gloriously saved. They wrote the preacher, saying, "Preacher, we attended your service one day, at a certain place, and heard you say that God would receive even those that the devil casts out. We realized there was salvation for us, and we knelt and accepted the Lord. Some​day we want to shake your hand. We will not do it now, because our hands have been dirty and defiled, even though we have been saved. But in Heaven, we are going to shake your hand, and THANK YOU for telling us that GOD WOULD RECEIVE US, the devil's outcasts."

Yes, the preacher knew that won​derful truth, that statement of David, "Though my mother and father for​sake me, the LORD will take me up!" David was an adulterer. David was a murderer. David deserved Hell. But he said, "I acknowledged my transgres​sion to the Lord, and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin." God LIFTED THE BURDEN of his adultery and murder, and CONCEALED THE SHAME of the thing he did. RE​FUSED TO THINK about it, forgot it, because David came clean, acknowl​edged the transgression and confessed. "Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin." Oh, God is a God who FOR​GIVES SIN!

As we come to the close of this message today, listen. Won't you LET GOD FORGIVE you your sins? Go to Him now, and say. "0 God, be merci​ful to me, a sinner, I acknowledge my transgression to THEE, and RECEIVE THY FORGIVENESS TODAY, even as David did, through faith in THEE and THY PROMISE, through the LORD JESUS." God will SAVE you and FORGIVE you. Then write me and let me know you have accepted the LORD. I will be so happy to learn that you have been blessed through this broadcast of GOD'S WORD.

PAGE  
6

