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Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, I want you to turn with me to the Book of Judges, chapter 6, and we are studying the wonderful experi​ence of Gideon, a type of the man whom God blesses. We found certain elements in the character of Gideon, the way he acted, his attitudes, his thinking, that God blesses and we find as we read the Bible that this is uni​form. We think a lot of times that God just picks out this man and that man and the other man. It is true that God does pick out individuals for some particular job. The New Testa​ment says, "To every man his work." That is, to every Christian. The work of all of us today as Christians is WITNESSING for Christ, prayer, Bible reading, attendance at God's House, fellowship with God's people, worship on the Lord's Day, giving of our means, our tithes and offerings, to carry on His work, but particularly witnessing for the Lord Jesus. All of these are true characteristics of every Christian, what every Christian is to do.

But there is a peculiar ministry for every one. For instance, everyone is not called to be a preacher. That is, not everyone is called to be set aside to minister to a church flock, to be a pastor. Not everyone is called to be an evangelist. There are many dif​ferent calls. God needs godly businessmen as much as He does pastors and evangelists. God needs godly wives and mothers in the home, to raise the children and influence the community for Christ and for God. It doesn't make any difference what the parti​cular call of God is, there are certain things EVERY Christian is to do, just as there are certain individual things God gives to do that He does not give to everyone.

Now these things that we find in the spiritual character of Gideon show us how God blesses people. These are elements that are found in the hearts and lives of everyone whom God can use. We found from the Word of God that Gideon was a man of HUMILITY. He was a man who BELIEVED God, believed what God said and acted upon it, didn't turn aside from it and say, "Oh, well, that is not the Word of God." Third, he presented an OFFERING to the Lord, gave pres​ents to the Lord. Fourth, he built an ALTAR unto the Lord. We found out that the altar is a place of sacrifice, a place of giving God something. We found out also that we must turn to the New Testament, for always you must carry forward the principles of the Old Testament into the New, be​cause we are living in New Testament days, New Covenant days. Though the general principles of God's actions are the same, yet in the New Testament God tells us exactly how we are to live today and what is well pleasing to Himself in the New Testament Dis​pensation. We are living in that time. God calls it "the end of the days" in the New Testament. Hebrews, the first chapter: "At the end of these days, God has spoken unto us in His Son." God spoke to the fathers through the PROPHETS; that was in the Old Testament times. But in THESE DAYS, the New Testament days, He hath spoken unto us in His SON. So we are to listen to the Son of God. We must remember that. Yet the spiritual PRINCIPLES abide, con​cerning the blessing God gives to vari​ous lives.

The Altar in the New Testament 

Now we found out from the New Testament that we have an altar, too. That altar is the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, and no soul is saved until he in spirit, in thinking, in rea​soning, in his heart, in his mind, in his soul, comes and kneels at the ALTAR which is the Cross, and offers to God His Lamb, which is Jesus Christ, in sacrifice for the SIN of his SOUL. Now you and I must do that individually or we'll never be saved. We have an altar. That is the 13th chapter of the Book of Hebrews. We in the New Testament time, the SPIRITUAL dispensation, have an ALTAR.

Now in Old Testament time, Israel had a PHYSICAL ALTAR, made of stone and metal. They had a physical sacrifice, a literal lamb that was slain. Its blood was poured out and offered on that altar, and fire that God sent down burned the sacrifice and it went up to God as a sweet savor, a sweet odor in the nostrils of God. That means simply that God was pleased with their offering Him that sacrifice. Now in the Old Testament God said plainly that that sacrifice MEANS that the sinner's SIN was transferred to the animal, and the animal was offered on the altar, in place of the sinner, to God. That meant that SINS were completely destroyed, because the wages of sin is death, and death had been paid in the death of the animal.

Now all that was simply pointing to CHRIST, because it was impossible for an animal to take away the sin of a man. An animal is an inferior creature and cannot take away the sins of a man. But God was using that as a picture of HIS Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is GREATER than man, and Whose Blood and Death can expiate, can destroy, can do away with, obviate completely, THE SINS of each one of us. And Jesus, as God's Lamb, took OUR SINS upon His own Body when He went to the Cross and DIED. That is the Christian's altar! Our altar is the CROSS, where JESUS DIED for our SINS. You and I must COME to that altar, before it is made good to us. Jesus did die for us. A lot of people sit back in church on Sunday morning and say, "Well, Jesus died for me. That's it. He already paid for my sins." No, that is no good for a single individual until you and I come and CLAIM IT! We've got to come and CLAIM, we've got to come and OFFER TO GOD, in our mind, our thinking, our soul, our spiritual being, JESUS CHRIST ON THE CROSS as the LAMB OF GOD dying for our sins and taking the penalty of our sins, death, upon HIMSELF. Christ died FOR OUR SINS, we read in First Corinthians 15. Until we OFFER HIM to God, we are not saved. But when we do put our trust in God's Word and in Christ's sacri​fice, then we are saved.

Now after we do that honestly and sincerely, then we have something to offer to God. We ought to offer our TIME. We ought to take time out every day for God, time out for prayer, time on the Lord's Day, de​voting completely the entire day to GOD, not the pleasure of this world. We can give of our TALENTS. God has given us minds. God has given us certain aptitudes, certain abilities, and we are to use those abilities for God, to work for God, to carry on His work, to please Him. The Chris​tian life is one of seeking to please the Lord, and we are to prove in our daily life what pleases Him. And then, not only our time and talent, but also our SUBSTANCE. God gives to us the ability to work and make money. You can turn money into the material things of this world, or you can turn it into permanent things---winning SOULS for Christ. There are certain things in this world that are necessary for the carrying on of life, such as clothing, food, shelter, and other necessities of life.

Today America is living in luxury! LUXURY always precedes (and this is proven by history) MORAL DE​TERIORATION, and moral deteriora​tion is increasing in America! We are finding it in juvenile delinquency. We are finding it among the young peo​ple in their revolt against God, and among the older folk, too. The more time we have on our hands and the more luxurious we become, the more there is a MORAL RETROGRESSION, the more we go backward from God in a spiritual apostasy. That is what is going on. Now we can take of our money, beyond that which is necessary for living, and GIVE TO GOD. We can carry on His work of winning souls, and that is what every Chris​tian should do.

We can give to God our time, our talent, our substance AND OUR IN​FLUENCE, for everyone has an influence over someone. You and I have an unconscious influence. We have a conscious influence. There is the un​conscious influence in the home. It doesn't make any difference how "pious" we are about our church membership and going to church and Sunday School and all that; if we don't LIVE it in the home the child will see that. You can't fool children. We are to use our influence for the LORD.

Yes, Gideon built an altar to the Lord, a place where he could GIVE God something, a place where he could offer to God sacrifice. First of all, we must offer the sacrifice of Christ. THEN we may offer the sacrifice of our time, our talent, our substance, and our influence, for the glory of our God. Now that is a characteristic in the life of every man God has ever really used. It is not characteristic of the average Christian life today, I am afraid.

False Altars

The fifth element in the life of this man Gideon was a destructive element: he destroyed the altars of Baal! Any man who raises up an altar to the Living God will hate FALSE altars, because God hates them. False altars are against God! They are against the betterment of man. There can't be two. We can't halt between two opinions. Israel tried to, and Elijah came with the Word of the Lord saying, "Why halt ye between two opinions? If God is God, let Him be God. If Baal is God, let him be God." Remember that? On Mount Car​mel were the false altars of Baal, and also the true altar of the Lord. And Gideon DESTROYED the false altars!

All through the Bible God hates idolatry worse than any other sin. Let's remember that God doesn't think in terms of simply physical idols, though that IS a terrible thing and is spoken against constantly in the Bible. "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image or any likeness in heaven or earth or underneath the earth. Thou shalt not bow down to it lest thou become like unto it and a cursed thing." A Christian will have nothing to do with physical idols. But, remember, God looks not only on the outward part; He looks on the HEART. And the reason God is against the physical idol is that it brings spiritual death. To worship an idol is NOT TO WORSHIP the true and living God. It is DISHONORING TO HIM. Our lives cannot be what they ought to be here or hereafter without the proper con​tact and worship of the Living God. A man who worships idols does not have that contact. Idols may be physi​cal, or they may be in the heart and mind. Many a man makes an idol of his business; he will sacrifice his home, his health and everything else to have success in business and obtain the money and possessions of this world. A woman can make an idol of her children, worshipping her children above GOD, loving them beyond God. 

A lady said to me the other day, "I am afraid I have loved my children too much." You can't actually love them too much, but you CAN have an attitude of WEAKNESS toward your children and not raise them as God SAYS to raise them, and it will result later in the destruction of their own lives, an over sentimentality, let us say. You can't LOVE them too much, but you can treat them in such a manner and give them their own way (which is contradictory to the Word of God) till they are not capable of choosing the right when they do come to the place when they are on their own, in a rough, tough, godless, wicked world. Children have to be trained to MEET LIFE! They can't be unduly shielded and then go out and meet life successfully. That is a fundament​al problem about an army. Many mothers fuss about the way the boys are trained in the army. But if your boy has to go out into battle, what chance does he have if he hasn't been toughened up, if he hasn't been pre​pared for dangers, not knowing how to face them? So it is, friends, with children: we must TRAIN them in the right way. We are not to make idols of our children.

Gideon destroyed false altars, the altars of Baal! We read, "And it came to pass the same night that the Lord said unto him, Take thy father's young bullock, even the second, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, cut down the grove that is by it, build an altar unto the Lord thy God upon the top of this rock in the ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove that thou shalt cut down. Then Gideon took ten men of his servants and DID as the Lord had said unto him. And so it was, that because he feared his father's household and the men of the city, he could not do it by day, he did it by night, and when the city arose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was cast down, the grove was cut down that was by it, and the second bullock was offered upon the altar that was built."

So Gideon tore down, he destroyed, the altars of Baal. And there is some​thing DESTRUCTIVE in the life of a Christian! There is a sense of righte​ousness, a righteous indignation, AGAINST all that is contradictory to God and His will and the blessing of humanity! I mentioned a moment ago, in the case of Elijah, how he tore down the prophets of Baal after erecting the altar of the Lord. In the case of Jeremiah, God said, "Jeremiah, I have called you (verse 10, chapter 1). I have this day set thee over the nations, over the kingdoms, TO ROOT OUT and TO PULL DOWN, and TO DESTROY, TO THROW DOWN, to build and to plant." There are four words of destruction, followed by two words of positive building up. He was to DESTROY certain things! When you and I become Christians, by our lives and testimony and influence we will destroy the work that is against God and His kingdom and His right​eousness and holy things. The good kings of Israel were men who de​stroyed! You take an unsaved man; he HINDERS the work of God, we read in Romans I. By his UNRIGHTE​OUSNESS he "holds back" the work of Truth, of God's Word!

So, there is to be DESTRUCTION in our lives. Are our lives DESTROY​ING THE WAYS of the ungodly? The ways of sin? God help us to use our influence FOR HIM.
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