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Jeremiah 17:9

My text is found in Jeremiah, Chapter 17 and verse 9, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?" Now that is a solemn statement from God's Word and I want you to listen to me now as I bring this message. There are three thoughts I want to bring to you. First, God's statement about the human heart. Second, God's demand for a pure heart. We want to investigate and find out what a pure heart is. Third, the impossibility of going to Heaven with a wicked heart. Our hearts must be clean, cleansed by the Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, if we are to go to Heaven when we leave this life.

Now, notice the text. First of all, God's statement about the human heart. GOD SAYS THAT THE HEART IS DECEITFUL ABOVE ALL THINGS, AND IS DESPERATELY WICKED, WHO CAN KNOW IT?  Deceitful! You know that is so. I'll just give you a simple little illustration that will make it plain to you. You remember back yonder when you were a boy or girl and you first fell in love, and you thought that that fellow or that girl was the “only one,” and you never would love anyone else for it would be impossible. But you know, after a little while, that attitude vanished away and somebody else came along. You laugh at that illustration but that shows the heart is deceitful, doesn't it? The heart is deceitful. Yes, you were in love with somebody and you thought if anything happened you would be miserable forever. But there was a change, and you revealed by your actions the solemn truth that the heart was deceitful above all things. Now it is a sad truth, friends, and in spiritual things it is not a laughable matter. Every one of us is born with a deceitful heart, and a desperately wicked heart.

Last night I had the joy of praying with a dear lady and her child who came to the Lord Jesus Christ. My, it was wonderful, and the husband was there and we knelt in our living room and she and the little girl came to the Lord in a very blessed way. Then she stood and told me of her brother she wanted saved. She said, “My brother is living in sin. Our mother was a godly woman, and his wife was a godly wife. They have slipped into Eternity now and when I talk to him about his soul he just will not listen at all. He gets violent, he gets angry about the things of God.” That man's heart is deceiving him. He is trying to think he is all right but it isn't so, and his heart is deceiving him.

The other day there came to me a young ex‑G. I. Soldier boy, and my heart was broken by his story. During the war he was out in Texas and he met a girl, fell in love with her, and after the war days were over they were married. He brought her to the city of Atlanta, and God gave them a precious little baby. Soon after that she went back to her home to visit her father and mother for just a few days stay. When she came back, they had some sort of a quarrel. She went back home and he and the child went with her, and they were there in her home for a little while. Soon her father and brother said to him, "You are not welcome here any more." He went to her about this and she said, "I'm not going back with you. I'm staying here." So there she is in Texas with the baby.

He looked in my face and said, "I've written her, I've sent her money, I've done everything I know, and have tried to make everything as right as I know how, and now it looks like everything is going haywire and everything is wrong." There were tears as the young man knelt there. Well, one time that young girl felt that she wanted to give up her home for that boy, but she has found out now that evidently she loved her father and her mother better than she loved her husband. That is a sad thing, for God says that when a new home is started, it is to be started and we are to forsake the old home and go and begin the new home. Now that girl's heart is deceiving her. Some day, she will wake up.

I learned not long ago of a woman who did that thing. She was having some little minor trouble and slipped back to Mama you know, and she was going to give up her husband. And she did give him up. He left completely, and now he is remarried and her heart is broken for she found out that she loved him after all. The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. All the troubles in family life today prove that the heart is deceitful. It will fool you, if you don't look out.  Let's take another illustration. The other day in one of our high schools around Atlanta, Georgia, there was a group putting on a little play before the high school students. What do you think they did? They burlesqued a Gospel meeting. 

They had a young man there who was supposed to be a preacher, and he was calling mourners to "come down and be saved." There was another group playing an invitation hymn in a ridiculous, jazzy way with smirks and smiles on their faces and the whole crowd shouting.  Now, beloved, if that isn't the nearest to blasphemy I have ever heard of in my life, I don't know what it is. God warns of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost in His Word! And when anybody puts on a mock religious service, standing with the Word of God, and mocking it as standing in a sacred Gospel meeting, and mocking an invitation hymn, that is as near the unpardonable sin, if it isn't the unpardonable sin, that I have ever heard about in all my life. And I have wit​nesses to that very fact. I'll venture to say that those boys and girls who put that thing on are church members. Their hearts are deceiving them and they are going to Hell. 

You can't burlesque the message of God. No real Christian will do a thing like that. The leaders of that school are evidently lost souls or they wouldn't tolerate such a thing. If they loved God and had any reverence for the Bible and God's Word, and God's day and God's house, and God's work, they wouldn't permit such a thing as that.  And then, there is no doubt but that those young people clapped their hands (the majority did) and shouted in de​rision and in fun. You say, “It was all it fun.” Yes, but friends, there are some things we are not to have fun about, and that is the Word of God. It is not fun that souls are going to hell! It is not fun to burlesque the Gospel. 

There is very little reverence any more. People are living any old way. The Lord's Day is desecrated by moving picture show, and fishing, and frolicking and golfing and every pleasure under the sun. God's Word is being mocked and maligned and played with and triffeled with and all the while God is warning. "Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap." If you sow to the flesh, you'll reap destruction. That is the Word of God! Now those hearts are deceived, they are not going to Heaven. It is impossible for them to go. The other night I passed a crowd going into the moving picture show while I was on my way to the House of God.  Their hearts are deceived, they are fooled. Nobody in the world can go to Heaven who will choose a moving picture show instead of the House of God on Sunday night. It is ridiculous, their hearts are deceived. Now that is what God says, Religious but lost!

The heart is deceitful above all things. Now the next thing, it is desperately wicked. I am thinking now of a weeping girl as she told her story to the preacher of the first time she fell in sin, and she cried out, "I never though I'd do anything like that." That's true. Then here was a Sunday school teacher who came to me, precious soul, and after years of absolute walking with God, said "I have fallen into sin and I used to teach my boys and girls that nobody but vile people would do such things, and now I have fallen into sin." That precious soul learned, as all souls must learn, that OUR HEARTS ARE WICKED, they are wicked as they can be, that's why boys and girls fall into sin. That's why men and women fall into sin. That's why married men and married women go out into sin. Now why do they do it? There are others outside of the married relationship! But why desecrate the marriage relationship? It is because the heart is wicked. Why would one woman want to break up another home? Its just wickedness of the heart. You say, "But I haven't done those vile sins." But you'll have to admit you have a wicked heart. You've lied, haven't you? Be honest now. I have, yes, and God says all liars shall have their share in a lake of fire that burns with brimstone. 

I'm glad the Blood of Jesus Christ cleanses me from sin! We've lied, we've cursed, we've had evil thoughts, and we’ve done things in the secret place that we would blush with shame if any earthly creature knows about it. And yet God knows it. Your own heart is saying, I have lied, I have cursed, I have had evil thoughts, and I have done things in secret about which I'd blush if anyone else knew. The heart, God says, is deceitful above everything else and is desperately wicked. Every murder comes out of ill‑will in the heart. Every adulterous union comes out of the wicked heart and is conceived ON THE INSIDE before any act is ever brought to pass. God's word says out of the HEART proceed evil thoughts, fornication, adultery, murders. Coming up out of the human heart! He says it isn't what goes into a man that defiles him, but what comes out of his own soul, because down in our souls we are corrupt. 

We are sinful, we are iniquitous, and the man and the woman denying that are only deceiving themselves, and they will enter into Hell one of these days. You'd better face your old wicked heart, brother, as I've faced it, like many of us have faced it. That's the reason now as I go among the churches that I preach on sin. Usually the people that just walk down the aisle and take the preacher's hand and join the church are unsaved. They have no knowledge or assurance of salvation. Why? Because they haven't dealt with their own hearts. They haven't repented of sin. They haven't admitted, "I've sinned against God and I am worthy of Hell and I deserve the wrath of God, and I'm casting myself upon the mercy of God in Christ alone for my salvation." The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, who can know it?

God's Word speaks of the stony heart and He said we'd better get the stony heart out of our souls and get a heart of flesh. He cried, "Make you a new heart and a new spirit for why will you die." (Ecclesiastes) Madness is in their heart while they live and after that they go to death.”  If a soul doesn't let his heart change he will go to eternal death. In Acts 7:37, "They were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, men and brethren, what shall we do." Ephesians 4:18 the blindness of their heart. My friend don't be blinded. Admit these truths and come to God.

NOW THE SECOND THING, GOD DEMANDS A PURE HEART. Blessed are the pure in heart for they alone shall see God. Now what is a pure heart? A pure heart is one that admits earnestly that it has sinned against God and comes to Jesus Christ for salvation. A pure heart loves the Bible and seeks through prayer and the Word of God to live a holy, clean life toward God. Don't be deceived; you cannot go to Heaven until your HEART is changed, you cannot do it. I heard of a woman the other day that was afraid to die, and would not let herself think of death. She would​n't let anyone mention death to her or in her presence. She was terrified at the thoughts of death. What was the mat​ter? That woman is deceiving herself, for die she must. And if she is not a true believer on the Lord Jesus Christ, if she is not washed from her sins in His precious Blood, she must die and go to Hell.

FRIENDS, YOU CAN'T GO TO HEAVEN UNTIL YOU ARE CHANG​ED ON THE INSIDE, UNTIL YOU ARE BORN AGAIN. If you are un​saved, go alone and bow your head be​fore God and tell Him that you have a deceitful, wicked heart but you want to be changed and born again and you ac​cept His son as your Saviour. Will you do it?
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