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Romans 3:25

Will you turn with me now, friends, to Romans 3:25, and we are studying today "The Death of Christ As a Sacrifice.”

But first of all, let me call your attention to this word in Romans 3:25, where we read concerning Christ Jesus, "Whom God hath sent forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteous- ness for the remission of sins of the past, through the forbearance of God."

Now here we read of the remission of the sins of the past. The great difference between the Old Testament saints' forgiveness and ours is found here in two Greek words. The Old Testament saints' sins were put away temporarily, until Christ came and died. But ours have been put away forever. We read of the remission of sins that are PAST. The Greek word is paresis, and paresis means "putting aside for future settlement, at the death of Christ." So the Old Testament saints had paresis, the putting aside of their sins till Christ died to pay for them. But WE have aphesis, "a putting away which is COMPLETE AND UNRESERVED FORGIVENESS." So there is the difference between the Old Testament saints and the New Testament saints, in the matter of forgiveness. Of course, the Old Testament sins were put away by the Cross of Jesus. But they lived BEFORE the Cross, and through those blood sacrifices (for it was impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin) they had paresis, "the putting aside for future settlement," until Christ died. But we, looking BACK to the Cross of Calvary, have aphesis, which means "a COMPLETE putting away of sin, unreserved forgiveness."

Now let's take today one of the most amazing and wonderful studies in the Bible, and that is "The Death of Christ As a SACRIFICE.

You know, here in Romans 3:25 we read that God has set forth Him to be a propitiation through faith in His blood. Now there are two fundamental truths about salvation and about the death of Christ. The first is that Christ's death was a SACRIFICE. Second, this sacrifice is PROPITIATORY. That means that it is appeasing, that it is satisfying to God, that it settles the sin‑question, that it settles the differences between us and God, that it settles all that sin has disturbed between us and God. Let me repeat, there are two fundamental truths in this matter of salvation and the Cross of Jesus. First, Christ's death was a SACRIFICE, and second, this

sacrifice was PROPITIATORY. It appeased God.

Now WHO is propitiated? Of course, God is the One who is propitiated, and the word BLOOD proves that there is no other way we can be forgiven, can walk with God and go to heaven, except through that propitiatory sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. GOD has been propitiated.

You see, SIN outrages God, and God was propitiated by the Cross of Christ. There was something in Calvary that made God so that He could turn to the sinner with a smile and forgive him his sins as he calls on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. God had to be propitiated.

That leads me to a tremendous thought, friends, and that is that there are a lot of people who don't even realize that they can't get to heaven without a propitiatory sacrifice, that God has to be appeased. They think they can just approach God in their sins and in the violation of His law and all, and everything will be well with them. My friend, that isn't so. The one great truth of the Bible is that no man can approach God WITHOUT A SACRIFICE FOR THE SIN OF HIS SOUL, and the ONLY sacrifice that is acceptable is the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross. So we are studying that now today as we come to the Word of God, the death of Christ as a SACRIFICE.

Now we are coming to the word BLOOD, and this word BLOOD proves, all through the New Testament, that there is no other way for forgiveness for any man, woman, boy, or girl; there is no way that ANY of us can walk with God here and walk with Him hereafter; there's no way that you and I can go to heaven, EXCEPT through the SACRIFICE of Jesus on the Cross, and the acceptance of that sacrifice for the sin of our soul.

Now the Greek word for "blood" is haima. It is aima with rough breathing on it, and we get the sound of h, haima. We get hemorrhage from that word, and it means "a breaking of blood." That's what hemorrhage means literally. Haima. So we have this word haima, the blood of Jesus. Paul uses it many times, and everywhere we find it, we find it as a SACRIFICE.

In Romans 5:9 we read these words, "Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him." Justified by His BLOOD! Now we found that "justified" means to be declared righteous by God. The only way then that a sinner can be declared righteous by God is through Christ's blood. You can't be right with God any other way. You MUST come through the BLOOD of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now notice, we are "now,” at this present moment, declared righteous by His blood, and because of that, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. We don't have to worry about the wrath to come. We are justified by BLOOD, declared righteous by BLOOD. There's no other way that a HOLY GOD can declare us righteous, is the statement of the New Testament. ONLY through the BLOOD of the Lord Jesus Christ! There is absolutely no other way.

The next passage where the blood is mentioned is found in Ephesians 1:7, "In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." We have redemption through His blood! We have been completely BOUGHT BACK from the state that we were in, of sin, and restored completely, by the blood of Jesus Christ. That's what we have here. "In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." Notice that this redemption by blood is the same as the forgiveness of sins. That's what it means. Jesus' blood, then, and our forgiveness, are vitally connected, and there is no forgiveness of our sins apart from being redeemed by the blood of Jesus. There is no other way. His BLOOD is the vital thing in the transaction between our souls and God, and the man or woman who tries to approach God without the blood of Jesus, shall never, never be able to walk in the presence of God without anger, without wrath, without terrible judgment, upon his or her head. THE BLOOD IS VITAL.

Now in Ephesians 2:13, we read these words, "But now in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were afar off, were

made nigh by the blood of Christ."  Now in this particular passage we have the fact about the Jews and

Gentiles. The Gentiles were afar off during the Old Testament period. God was speaking primarily to the Jews, His ancient people. But now, there's a change! And GENTILES have been brought nigh by the blood of Christ, near unto God, very near unto God, all they have to do is reach out and touch Him, we read in Acts the 17th chapter. We can seek Him, and feel after Him, and touch Him, and find Him, and that's a wonderful thing. "Now, in Christ Jesus, ye who were sometimes afar off are made nigh." That means that every Gentile in the world can be saved because of what Jesus did on the Cross. Jesus made it possible for you to reach out and touch God in holy faith and holy prayer.

Now the next passage we call your attention to on the Blood is Colossians 1:20. "And having made peace, through the blood of His Cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself, by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth or things in heaven." That passage says that Jesus made peace for us, through the BLOOD of His Cross! Now obviously the peace was made for us, because HE already had peace. There was no shadow between Himself and God. So it was FOR US, that He made peace, through the BLOOD of His Cross. And there is no peace without that. Now peace here does not mean a "feeling.” It means the REMOVAL of everything between our souls and God that would disturb our fellowship. That's what it means, and JESUS REMOVED everything between ourselves and God's face, by the Blood of His Cross. It took BLOOD to remove sin! It took BLOOD to do away with our disobediences and our failings and all that was in the way between ourselves and God. JESUS MADE PEACE.

There is a common expression that has been going around in religious circles, in which the evangelist or preacher advises people to "make peace with God." Now, we know what is meant by that. But actually the term itself could veil this truth, and it should not be used. WE CANNOT MAKE PEACE WITH GOD. PEACE has already been made, BY JESUS, when He died on the Cross. When He shed His blood, HE made peace FOR YOU. That is, He removed all your sins out of the way, got rid of your disobediences, and every evil thought, word and deed of your life and my life. All of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God. But Jesus got it out of the way. And the thing that got it out of the way was His BLOOD, His own life sacrificed for ours. So then, ONLY the blood of Christ can remove SIN. And any sort of religion that isn't based on the blood of Christ is a false religion and will only DOOM souls. It cannot save. So it is the BLOOD that made peace. Jesus made peace, and all God wants US to do is not to "make peace" but to BELIEVE THAT PEACE IS ALREADY MADE, by the Lord Jesus on the Cross.

Do you believe that, my friend? Have you yielded to that wonderful truth? Notice, "THROUGH the blood of the Cross." That word THROUGH gives us the CHANNEL. The channel that brings to us peace is the Blood of His Cross. There was no other way, except through the blood, that peace could come to us. The man or woman who does not come to Jesus and see His blood as the sacrifice for his or her sin and accept that, HAS NO PEACE WITH GOD, however they may feel. "I feel all right," has misled a lot of people. There are a lot of lost people who "feel all right.” A lot of drunkards "feel all right.” A lot of unclean persons "feel all right.” But they are NOT right. But I am not talking about feeling; I am talking about WHAT JESUS DID. HE REMOVED every obstacle between your soul and God, my soul and God.

Peter gives us that truth, too. We have this word BLOOD in Paul, Peter, John, Revelation. Peter tells us in Chapter 1, verse 19, these words, "But ye are not redeemed with corruptible things, such as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without spot and without blemish." The PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST. We are not redeemed with silver and gold. There is nothing external, nothing we can do, to redeem ourselves, nothing we can do to redeem anybody else. There is a passage in the Psalms that says that "no man can by any means redeem his brother, nor give unto God a ransom for his soul." You and I cannot redeem one another. We can't get one another right with God. You can't come to me and say, "Brother Hendley, make me right with God." I can't do it. And I can't come to YOU. There isn't any person on earth; there isn't an angel of heaven, who can redeem us to God. There is only ONE PERSON, and that is CHRIST, and He does it through His PRECIOUS BLOOD.

That is a very interesting word. Precious means "highly prized, worth so very, very much." And the blood of Jesus is worth very, very much. Back yonder some years ago when there was a great discussion about the gold standard and the silver standard, and so on, I remember reading this passage, and I thought, how true it is that God is operating on the Blood Standard. That's the standard. Now the only way you and I can trade is through the gold we have. That's the basis we have of our trade and communication and well‑being. My friend, God is on the Blood Standard. The BLOOD is the only medium by which we can trade with God! Only through the BLOOD we come to heaven, and have our sins forgiven and be saved. Oh, the precious blood, as of a lamb without spot and without blemish! THE LORD JESUS CHRIST!

Then First Peter 1:2(I omitted that; let's go back to it), about the Christians: "Elect according to the

foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the spirit, unto obedience and the SPRINKLING OF THE BLOOD of Jesus Christ." We are saved because HE sprinkled the blood on the mercy seat. Now here is the sprinkling that I believe in! Of course, the word “baptizes" means "to dip, to immerse.” There is no doubt about that etymologically. Also in the context. It means to dip or immerse. And the proof of that, of course, for the man who doesn't know the language, is found in Romans 6, that we were buried with Him by baptism into death. So baptism is a picture of Death and Burial, and as it is so often said, you don't bury someone by sprinkling dirt in their face; you put them under the ground and cover them up. That illustrates the Greek word baptidzo, without a doubt. It cannot be denied, and that is the teaching of the Bible on baptism. I just mentioned that here because it is the truth. But some people believe in sprinkling. They sprinkle water on people and say that they are "baptized.” I'm not going into that word now, however.

But here IS the sprinkling that IS taught in the Bible. Rantizmon haimatos, the sprinkling OF THE BLOOD. Now the sprinkling that is pictured here is, THE LORD DOING THE SPRINKLING. It is a picture of the old high priest who went in and sprinkled the blood on the mercy seat before God, as the people waited on the outside with their sins of the whole year upon their heads, and the high priest went in with blood and sprinkled on the mercy seat, and God forgave the people, and then he went back out and blessed them and their sins were forgiven them, for the year.

Now thank God today that Christ's blood doesn't bring us forgiveness for just a YEAR, but FOREVER. That contrast is made so repeatedly in Hebrews, that the blood of bulls and goats weren't sufficient. They were only a picture, a type, and a shadow. But Christ's blood IS sufficient. And here we have the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus. Thank God for the Blood of Jesus that He sprinkled on the Mercy Seat, and when you and I claim that blood, then we are forgiven, as Israel was forgiven in the Old Testament.

Thank God for the death of Christ as the propitiatory sacrifice, appeasing, satisfying GOD.
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