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Romans 8:7-8

If you have your Bibles, friends, turn with me now to the Book of Ro​mans, chapter 8, verses 7 and 8. This is an important passage from God's Holy Word, and I hope it will be a real blessing to your heart.

Our study today is "The Deadliness of Carnality," the awful warning to the carnal-minded. "The carnal mind is at enmity against God: It is not sub​ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God."

God divided all people into two classes. They are either "in the flesh" or "in the Spirit." "In the flesh" means carnal-minded. The word "carnality" comes from the Latin, carnalis, which means, "flesh", and flesh is the oppo​site of the Spirit, the life that is lived without the Holy Spirit of God and without His teaching.

Most people think that if they are pretty decent and pretty good, and don't murder anybody nor do exceed​ingly wicked things, they are all right. But God says that just to be "carnally minded" is DEATH. If you are not in the Spirit you are in the flesh. If you are not obeying the Voice of the Holy Spirit in your life, if you haven't let Him into your life by accepting Christ, if you are not letting Him take charge, if you are not letting your life be rul​ed by the Spirit, then you ARE letting it be ruled by the FLESH. And remem​ber, flesh cannot inherit the kingdom of God! Flesh is under condemnation. So we have the deadliness of carnality in this passage.

The carnal mind is said to be, by God, "at enmity against God.” It is God's ENEMY! The flesh does not obey Him. It is contradictory to Him. It is rebellious to Him. It cannot please Him. That is what the carnal mind is. It is a refusal to be subject to God, to do God's will It is the very opposite of living by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. When you see a person living his own life apart from God, then you find a carnal man. He is DEAD. He is dead spiritually, dead to God, dead to heaven, dead to salvation. Only the truly spiritual can live. The carnal mind then is an enemy to God. No wonder God says He can't bless such people.

Now notice, "It is not subject to the law of God." It does not subject itself to God's will. Jesus was able to say, "I do always those things that are well pleasing to Him." That will be echoed by the true child of God but not by a carnally minded man. He is not sub​ject to any of God's laws. He is not thinking about God's laws. He is not thinking about living well pleasing to the rules God makes which are for our benefit and blessing.

"Neither indeed can be." It is impos​sible for the carnal mind to BE subject to the law of God.

So, friends, we are either spiritual or we are carnal. We can't be both. God help us to realize that today. Such people cannot please God in anything that they do. That is the teaching of God's Word. There is absolutely noth​ing we can do to please God. "They that are in the flesh CANNOT PLEASE GOD." They are carrying on their lives under the control and domination of flesh, and that is oppo​site to Spirit-domination, being domi​nated by the Holy Spirit of God. "They that are in the flesh cannot please God."

God hates all that is not of His Spirit. Let's learn that right now. We commonly think that if a person is fairly decent, as men count goodness, God ought to take them to heaven. That is contrary to the teaching of God's Word. God hates everything that isn't energized of His Spirit, that isn't under the dominion and control and leadership of His Spirit. God hates it. And God MUST condemn the flesh, be​cause it is not subject to Him. It is rebellious to everything he stands for.

If there is a husband and wife, and they have a child, and that child is re​bellious to everything they stand for in their home, how can they have a happy home? If a citizen of the state in which you live behaves contrary to the laws of the state in which you live, how can there be any harmony with him? He is an enemy. There must be a walking-together. Jesus said, "How shall two walk unless they be agreed?" You've got to AGREE with the Lord Jesus if you are going to walk with Him. In other words, nobody can go to heaven unless he or she is walking with God! If you are walking opposite to God you can't be His friend. You can't go to heaven. There are certain LAWS in friendship, certain LAWS in the home, certain laws in the state, and there are certain laws OF GOD if we are to live with God here and here​after. So they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

He goes on to say, "But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you." You are not in the flesh but in the Spirit. There are two expressions here. "In the flesh," en sarki. Then "in Spirit," en pneumati. God divided the entire human race into these two divisions. "In flesh; in Spirit." To be under the domination of the flesh, or to be under the domination of the Spirit. Everyone listening to me today is either in FLESH or in SPIRIT, one of the two.

Now God's Word says, "You are not in flesh but in the Spirit IF SO BE THAT THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELLS IN YOU." There is the test. The word "dwell" is the Greek word oikei, from oikos, "house.” Literally it is, "if so be that the Spirit of God MAKES HIS HOME IN YOU."

There is the proof that when a per​son is born again the Spirit comes into his HEART. There is a group of peo​ple who teach that you may be saved, yet LATER ON the Spirit comes into your heart, that He doesn't come into your heart to reside when you are born again. This passage says that when you are born again, you are BORN OF THE SPIRIT, and RIGHT THEN the Spirit of God moves into your heart and life, and He does not leave, my friends, because in John 14 we read He COMES TO ABIDE FOREVER. That is why a truly born again child of God CANNOT commit the unpardon​able sin!

Somebody may say, "But, Brother Hendley, I know that once I was born again.  The Spirit of God came into my heart. I felt His Presence. But I don't feel His Presence anymore. I have backslidden, so He has gone."

No, He hasn't. He has withdrawn the SENSE of His Presence to get you to repent, but He hasn't gone. God's "Word says that when once the Spirit of God comes into your heart He comes to ABIDE FOREVER. He never leaves. Isn't that wonderful, to know that? That is John 14, as plain as it can be.

And this passage in Romans 8 says that when you are born again the Spirit of God comes in to make His home within you. Now you can grieve Him, you can lie to Him, you can quench Him, and there are other things you can do to the Spirit. But, beloved friends, He has made His HOME WITHIN every believer. Let's remem​ber that. And those who are "in the "Spirit,” pleasing God, are those in whom the Spirit has taken up His bless​ed residence.

If He hasn't come in, we are not "saved! For He says, verse 9, "If any man HAVE NOT the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." We either HAVE the Spirit of Christ or we don't. "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of His." We have here in the Greek the possessive genitive. Literally, "If anyone, the Spirit of Christ, not he have, this one, not, is of Him." OF HIM is the possessive geni​tive meaning that the person BE​LONGS to Christ. NOT OF HIM means the person does not belong to Christ.  If he doesn't have the Spirit indwelling, he doesn't belong to Christ. Everyone who BELONGS to Christ has the Spirit indwelling him, which is proof that the Spirit comes to live in us and NEVER LEAVES when we are BORN of the Spirit of God. It is purely a matter of yielding to Him from day to day.

Now "walking in the Spirit" is a dif​ferent matter. "Sensing" His Presence. This is a different matter and comes from obedience and devotion and puri​ty. If you and I are reading books or seeing things or going places or doing things that GRIEVE the Spirit of God, He withdraws the SENSE of His Pres​ence. He doesn't withdraw His PRES​ENCE---He has come to ABIDE FOR EVER---He withdraws the SENSE of His Presence. You are HURT and you know it. That is the reason you don't have to go to preachers or anybody else to ask them what you should do as a Christian. When you are born again, God gives you a Rule and Authority IN YOUR HEART, which is the Pres​ence of the Holy Spirit. I don't need somebody to tell me what is wrong; the Spirit of God tells me. He tells me where I can go, and what I can do, and the books I can read, and so forth. He guides my life. I don't need anybody to tell me when I am wrong. The Spirit of God does it. He is the One.

We are to live by SENSITIVITY to the indwelling Spirit. If we are reading books and going places and seeing things and doing things and having at​titudes that grieve the Spirit of God, He withdraws the sense of His Pres​ence and we are MISERABLE, until we confess those things and give them up and live in devotion and communion with God. As long as there is anything wrong in your life, it grieves the Holy Spirit. HE is the HOLY Spirit! May I say today that the most dangerous thing in the life of CHRISTIANS to​day is the FAILURE to STAY SEN​SITIVE TO THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. May God help us to realize that today, and may we live so that the Spirit of God may give to us the constant assurance of His Pres​ence! He can do that; friends, and He WILL do it. He dwells within our hearts.

If you ever were born again, the Spirit of God DWELLS WITHIN YOU. "Know ye not that your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own, but you are bought with a price? Wherefore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.

Oh, it makes a difference to realize that THE LIVING GOD, in the Person of the Holy SPIRIT, lives WITHIN YOUR HEART! You are carrying around within you, GOD! It does make a difference what you see, and what you read, and what you think, and what you permit to fill your mind. You ARE responsible for your thoughts, your actions, your attitudes; and so am I.

Friends, we KNOW when we are right with the Spirit of God and when we are not. Let's STAY SENSITIVE to the Holy Spirit. Let's live such holy lives, lives of devotion, turning away from sin and worldliness, and turning to the Word of God and to the service of the Lord, in utter consecration, that the Spirit will guide our lives. Otherwise we are going to WEEP when we meet the Lord! There are multitudes of Christians who are failures in their Christians lives, and they are going to WEEP at the judgment seat of Christ. They'll BE there---they have been saved by faith in Jesus---but they have NOT OBEYED THE SPIRIT in their lives, and have lived contradictory to His rule and His teaching and guid​ance. Friends, that is a terrible thing! May God help us today to think on our way and put the Lord Jesus Christ ab​solutely first in our lives. That is the only thing that really matters.

So there we have it. "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of His." That passage is very plain. If you are saved, you BELONG to Jesus and HAVE the Spirit. He comes into your heart the minute you believe on Jesus and are born again. The Spirit of God comes into your heart and takes up His residence and He never leaves you. You may grieve Him, quench Him, lie to Him, vex Him---all these are Scriptural terms---by the way you live and what you are doing, the way you think, and so on. But, friends, He DOESN'T LEAVE if you have been BORN AGAIN.

You cannot judge by the Old Testa​ment; in the Old Testament we read that the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him. That is the Old Testament Dispensation. The Spirit came into Saul's heart, and then left him when he disobeyed God.

But in the New Testament, under the Dispensation of Grace, thank God, He comes to abide forever. Though you may WRECK your Christian life and RUIN it and see it ruined at the judgment seat of Christ, yet if you have been born again the Spirit does not LEAVE you. You may grieve Him, you may quench Him, you may vex Him, you may lie to Him, hinder Him from working in your life the will of God. But you'll WEEP someday, at the judgment seat of Christ.

Let me repeat again, He never leaves, once He enters. Once the Spirit of God comes into your heart, once you are born again, you are born again FOREVER. You are never un-born (to coin an expression). The Spirit never departs from you at all. That is why a Christian cannot commit the un​pardonable sin. If you have ever been born of the Spirit of God you cannot commit the unpardonable sin. You may grieve the Spirit, but He will never leave your heart. That is a wonderfully comforting truth.

Let me say also if you are consci​ous that you have failed the Spirit of God, failed Christ, failed God, TODAY REPENT OF THOSE SINS! TURN AWAY FROM THEM. Begin TODAY to read your Bible and pray! Be in the service of the Lord. Give of your means to carry on His work. Devote yourself utterly to the Lord. Quit GRIEVING the Spirit of God whereby you are sealed unto the day of Re​demption. Beloved, Christians who live pleasing to the Spirit of God, sensi​tive to the Spirit of God, try to PLEASE God and the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts, and there is going to be a glorious reward and hap​piness for those who please God. But for those who do not, there is going be TEARS, at the judgment seat of Christ. The Lord help us to LIVE FOR HIM!

Well, that's all for today. I hope this has been a blessing to your heart. 
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