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Matthew 25:31-46

God warned us in His Word that there would be false teachers to try to turn aside the people of God.

Some years ago a Bible commenta​tor named Gregory, speaking on the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats, said. "The sheep are they (and I am quoting) who wash away the stains of their life with tears; who redeem form​er sins by good deeds following; who whatever unlawful things they have at anytime done, have covered it from the Judge's eyes by a cloak of alms."

Now that is a very deadly thing! Yet this commentator is revered by many people as a "man of God.”

Tears

No man can "wash away the stains of his life with tears." That is contrary to the Truth of God's Word. TEARS do no good at all in atoning for sin. Esau, you remember, sought the blessing "with tears.” He found no place of repentance, though he sought it earnestly, with tears! You can't wash away the stain of life with your tears.

Good Deeds

You cannot "redeem your former sins" by good deeds. It is NOT by works of righteousness that we have done! That is taught very plainly in the Word of God. Salvation is NOT OF WORKS.

Alms

No one can cover unlawful things in your life by a "cloak of alms.” You can give your body to be burned. You can give all kinds of alms. But alms will never cover one single sin from the eyes of the Judge! I say, this is a DEADLY THING.

The Blood of Christ

The Bible teaches unmistakably, in the Old Testament and in the New, that the BLOOD OF THE SON OF GOD ALONE DOES AWAY WITH SIN. THERE IS NOTHING ELSE that can WASH AWAY SIN. You can reform. You can do good works to try to make up for your errors. You can try to "balance" the account. But you cannot BLOT OUT your SINS; NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF CHRIST CAN.

Eternal Life is a GIFT. Eternal Life is not of works, lest any man should boast. You don't weep over a gift; you don't try to do good deeds for a gift; you don't try to give alms for a gift; a gift is a gift. It is tragic that multitudes believe that their GOOD WORKS will EARN them their justification. The doctrine that you can EARN Eternal Life is a terrible, horrible idea that is misleading and wrecking the souls of men today, as it has of old. God's Word makes it absolutely clear that salvation is NOT OF WORKS. God demands Blood---the Blood of Christ---for Salvation.

Everlasting Punishment

There is also a common error con​cerning EVERLASTING PUNISH​MENT. "Everlasting Punishment" is an expression found in the Bible. It isn't one that I put in there, or any other preacher has put in there. It is the teaching, found uniformly in the Bible, both the Old and New Testament.

Someone raised the question, "Does everlasting punishment last FOR​EVER?" We could consider the actual grammatical statements of Scripture and prove conclusively that everlasting means everlasting, or grammar means nothing at all.

Justification Not Gained By Suffering

But there is another way of looking at it. If the deeds of the law do not justify us, how can the PENALTIES of the law hereafter justify us? Some people think that a penalty is to remedy. It isn't true in this case. The pain from a broken limb does nothing to MEND the break. SUFFERING from a disease never does anything to cure it. SUF​FERING in Hell will not CURE a man even after a million years. Penalty does not pay a man's debts. If a man is in debt, and he has to pay the penalty for his debt, the penalty does not pay the debt. The debt is still outstanding. The account is still not paid. If a man is impenitent and rebellious, the motive must come, not from within, but from without. If a man is rebellious, the mo​tive must come, not from within, but from without. If a man is rebellious against God, he cannot be saved from something that comes from inside him; the motive is not there. He is in a state of rebellion. It must come externally.

The Holy Spirit Today

Now what makes sinners come to God? There is only one answer. It is GOD operating through His Holy Spirit, in the individual life. That is the only way anyone can be saved. Every person who is unsaved today is unsaved be​cause they are in rebellion against God. God sends His Spirit into their hearts to give them the motivation to move toward God, to give them the power

and the plea to move toward God. The Spirit of God, then, is God moving from the outside, into the sinners' heart, to get him to repent.

No Holy Spirit In Hell

But what is going to happen in Etern​ity? When a man dies in rebellion a​gainst God, there is no Holy Spirit in Eternity to get him to even have the motive to move toward God. So the per​son is left without any motive whatever to move toward repentance, which is necessary to Salvation. The soul's dis​like for God will issue only in complaint and resistance. What can a man do, when he CANNOT' repent? What can repent​ance do, when you cannot REPENT? That is the reason why people who die without Christ and enter a lost Eternity can never be saved. First of all, they do not have the motivating power of the Holy Spirit; He has left them forever. He does not come to sinners in Hell to get them to come to Christ. And secondly, they will find it impossible to repent.

Hell in the Heart

Marlow said, "Hell hath no limits nor is circumscribed in one place, for where we are is Hell, and where Hell is, there we must ever be." He is talking about unsaved people. He means by that that a man carries his Hell in his own heart. Now that doesn't mean there isn't a PLACE called Hell, a place of fire (as the Lord says in His Word), a place of brimstone, a PLACE of torment, a place of agony, a place of drinking the wrath of God, a place of everlasting punishment. That Hell is a PLACE is TAUGHT in the Word of God. Blackness and darkness forever! The motive for Hell, the irresistible drawing to an awful Hell, comes from within a man's own soul! He carries the reason for Hell in his own heart! The rebellion against God is there. The refusal to yield to God is there, the refusal to come to God, the deliberate will to go his own way. All this is within. For that reason, a man comes down to Hell, and nothing in Eternity will change him.

God In The Heart

The pressure of the atmosphere around us is resisted by the pressure within our own bodies. Even so, God's LIFE WITHIN is the only thing that enables us to bear life's conflicting appointments on the outside. That is why a man goes through suffering, and he has not God on the inside, he rebels against God. He does not have God on the inside to give him victory over God's appointments on the outside. A man must have God in his own soul. You see why, then, a sinner cannot be saved by himself alone, and when he shuts God out, he is lost, and lost forever.

A Suffering Sinner Not Necessarily Repentant

Without God's Spirit then to inspire repentance, the wicked man in this world never feels sorrow for his deeds, except, as he has to suffer temporarily their consequences. But there is no sorrow TOWARD GOD. When men get in a tight spot, they pray; and when they get out of the tight spot, they go back to their old ways. What does that prove? It proves they simply were in a tight spot and wanted to get out of it. They didn't have sorrow toward God. They didn't love God. God was just a good "fire‑escape" for a temporary fire. When the fire is all over, the fire escape is not needed. That's the way it is with a lot of people, proving they do not LOVE GOD.

Eternal Life for Those Who Love God 

I have been studying carefully the Book of James and I am impressed with the fact that twice, we read in that, book, that Eternal Life is to those who LOVE GOD. LOVE---GOD!

Now that is a big order! Multitudes of people "respect" God, or "Believe" in God, or "tip" God on Sunday morning by putting a quarter in the "collection" plate, or they "fear" God enough to read the Bible occasionally and go to church---they are "afraid" not to. BUT TO LOVE GOD is a different matter.

All born again people LOVE God. The Love of God is poured out in our hearts, by the Holy Spirit. When a man goes to Hell, there is no Holy Spirit to pour out the love of God in his heart.

Physical anguish and punishment inspire hatred--‑not for sin‑--but for the punishment, the effects; of sin. Judas came to a time of confession, but not true repentance! Judas came and cast the money down and confessed, "I have betrayed innocent blood!" But Judas did not repent and turn to God: He went out and committed suicide. He did not LOVE Jesus Christ! He did not LOVE GOD! Had he loved God, from that moment on, he would have given his life to God in His service. But Judas Iscariot was caught in the toils of a tremendous wrong he had done, a transgression. And instead of repenting, in true repentance, in remorse of soul he took his life. That is the way it will be in hell--‑remorse without repentance.

So in the next world, punishment will secure RECOGNITION of God and His justice. Sinners will confess Jesus as Lord, but they will not be saved! The confession of Christ on the part of the transgressor will not regenerate, will not change, his heart and soul. The penalties of the future life will be no more effectual to REFORM a sinner than will the invitations of Christ and the strivings of the Spirit in this present life. If you suffer a million years in the flames of Hell, it will not make you repent! It will make you curse God. There will be WEEPING, and WAILING, and GNASHING OF TEETH. Gnashing of teeth could mean pain, but it could also mean ANGER AGAINST GOD because of the punishment! We read in the Book of Revelation that in the coming time of Tribulation, when God pours out His judgments upon this world, men will BLASPHEME God! --‑Because of the torments and their pains, which God designed to get them to repent. But instead they curse God.

The transientness of good resolves, which are forced out of us by suffer​ing, is illustrated by the old couplet, "The devil was sick,

          The devil a monk would be; 

          The devil got well,

          The devil still was he."

That is, the devil just wanted to get out of a tight spot. Most people do.

EVERLASTING  punishment? Yes.

These shall go away into everlasting punishment." CHRIST uttered these words two thousand years ago, in order that we might not be in the crowd. He told us in these words what He is GOING to say, projecting what He is GOING to do, at the Judgment yet to come, to people who rebel against Him and do not yield to Him.

"Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." EVERLASTING fire.

My friend, if God is speaking to you, you'd better yield to Him today. Make TODAY the day of salvation.

I was preaching in a city in Louisiana, and the preacher of the church put up a big sign downtown, pointing to the place of the meeting. One night I preached, and at the close of the service, a large number of people were saved. They formed a line across the front, and Christians of the congregation came up to them to shake their hand and tell them they were happy they came to Christ and had taken their stand for Him as Saviour and Lord. A woman came up to me with tears in her eyes. She pointed out a man standing in the line. He had come down the aisle that night to go on record before God and men that he was accepting Jesus. She said to me, "That is my husband. We were traveling through the city on our way to Florida, and we saw the sign pointing to the meeting, and he said, `Honey, I've been knowing for a long time that I must do something. I am lost and going to Hell. Let's go to the meeting tonight.' He stopped the car, and we got out and came to the tent. He listened to your message, and now my husband standing there is a Christian."

I'll never forget the words of that man to his wife, as he realized his lost condition, that he must settle the matter of his salvation. "I've known for a long time that I must do something. I am lost and going to Hell."

He was wise. He did something about it. He came and heard the Gospel, and he accepted JESUS. He walked down the aisle that night, and the angels in heaven recorded the hour and place when this man confessed, "I do accept Jesus Christ as my Saviour from Hell and my sins and future judgment."

Friend, what about YOUR salvation? Trust Jesus Christ. He will save you. He cannot lie. He promised that WHOSOEVER would believe in Him, trust Him, commit one's soul to Him, depend on Him for salvation, would be SAVED. Will you believe Him today? Will you accept Him? God help you to do it, before it is eternally too late. Will you do it?
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