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Luke 23:32-48

Let us turn to a passage of Scripture that has helped untold thousands of people to see the basis of their salvation. Luke 23:32‑48. “And there were also two others, malefactors, led with Him to be put to death. And when they were come to the place, which is called The Skull, there they crucified Him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand and the other on the left. Then Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And parting His garments among them, they cast lots. And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them scoffed at Him saying, He saved others; let Him save himself, if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen. And the soldiers also mocked Him, coming to Him offering Him vinegar and saying, "If Thou art the King of the Jews, save Thyself. And there was also a superscription over Him, This is the King of the Jews. And one of the malefactors that were hanged railed on Him, saying, Art not Thou the Christ? Save Thyself and us. But the other answered, rebuking him, saying; Dost thou not fear God, seeing that thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds. But this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said, Jesus remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, today shalt thou be with Me in paradise. And it was about the sixth hour and there was a darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And the sun was darkened and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. And Jesus cried with a loud voice, Father, into Thy Hands I commend my spirit. And having said thus, He gave up the ghost. When the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God saying; certainly this was a righteous man. And all the multitudes that came together to this sight returned, smiting their breasts.”

This is the tremendous drama of the Cross. I want to call your attention to those three crosses. On the central cross hangs the Son of God, dying for the sins of the whole world, dying for every individual man that this world will ever know. To crucify Him, they took Him to a place called "The Skull." Jesus cried, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do."

You know, Jesus one time said, “Father, I know Thee, that Thou always hearest My prayer.” God never turned down a prayer of the Son of God. He didn't turn this one down. When Jesus said, "Father, forgive them," He was praying for His murderers.  He was praying for those who spat on Him; for those who thrust the spear into His side; for those who drove the spikes through His quivering flesh; for everyone that had to do with His Death. That touches your heart. That touches anybody's heart. Praying for His murderers. There is nothing more precious to man than LIFE. Jesus laid down His life praying for His enemies. I tell you, there is something divine about that. And multitudes, thousands and millions down through the ages of Christian history have said that This One, Who on the Cross cried, "Father, forgive them,” was none less than the living GOD in human flesh--‑dying for man's sins.

We read that one, scoffing at Him said, "If thou art the Christ, save Thy self and us!" You know, back then there were unbelievers. There will always be unbelievers. There will always be men who believe the Word of God. Friends listen. If you are going to a church where some poor man is standing in the pulpit, denying the Bible and Christ, I beg of you, flee as you would flee from a plague from such a so‑called ministry. Don't listen to him! If you read books or have association with people who cast a shadow over Christ and the Gospel, I beg of you fling that book in the fire or leave that associate as quickly as you can.

I was talking with a lady the other night, a lady whose husband died many years ago. She took her two boys to church for fifteen years. They went to a certain university, not very far from where I am sitting right now and I am sitting in the heart of Atlanta, Georgia, and they came out of that so-called Christian university with their faith utterly WRECKED. Now they laugh at their mother's Bible and their mother's God and their mother's Christ. She told me that over the telephone.

Friends, I don't want to be ugly, I don't want to use strong language. I started to say that a person is a fool but I won't say that. But certainly a person is MOST UNWISE to send their children anywhere to a school that scoffs at the Bible and the Christ of the Bible.

Here are the scoffers! They are saying, "Let Him save Himself!" Unbelievers. There are scoffers and unbelievers today.

But one of the men that was crucified, believed in Him. And while Jesus was hanging there in agony, He took time to receive this man unto Himself. Surely this man was a good man; but no, he was a wicked man. He was a malefactor. Men knew he was wicked. How much more did God know that he was wicked and all the things he had done. And yet, it is just such a person as this man that Jesus wraps in the Blood of the Atonement and carries with Him into the Glory when he dies on the cross.

We read that one of the malefactors that were hanged railed on Him, saying, "Art thou not the Christ? Then save thyself and us!" But the other malefactor, rebuking him, said, "Dost thou not even fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly. We receive the due reward of our deeds. But this Man hath done nothing amiss."

On that central cross hangs the Son of God, dying for our sins and the sins of the whole world. On another cross is an evil man, wicked, with no faith in Jesus; he rails upon the Son of God, and he DIES IN HIS SINS, without faith in Him, a lost soul, with the SAVIOUR WITHIN ARM'S REACH! You say he was a fool not to be saved? There are people all over this city, going on from day to day, just a HEART‑BEAT between them and HELL, and they are within "an arm's reach" of Jesus--‑just as this malefactor--‑and they will DIE without Christ. They will die in their sins. They will die and go to Hell.

But the man who trusted Jesus confessed his sin. He said, "We receive the DUE REWARD OF OUR DEEDS." He said, "I am a sinner." He knew he was not righteous before God. Then he believed in Christ. He said, "This Man hath done nothing amiss.” He knew that Jesus was the Son of God. He was persuaded that Jesus was a perfect Man. Then, he had faith enough to ASK Jesus to save him--‑not to forget him, but to REMEMBER him! He said to Him, "Jesus, remember me." I love those three words. If I have breath enough to say them, when I leave this earth, I want to say these three words. "Jesus remember me." I believe that there must have been a flash of heaven itself when Jesus said to him, "Verily, I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with Me in paradise." That man was taken into glory to be WITH JESUS that very day. Why did he get to heaven? He admitted he was a sinner; he believed Jesus was the perfect Son of God and only Saviour; he had faith enough to ask Him to save his soul.

Jesus will save YOU right now, if you will have that faith. Will you say to Him today, "Lord Jesus, remember me. I don't want You to forget me. There'll be no one else who can help me. When mother and father and sisters and brothers stand around me as I am about to take the Last Journey, Lord, REMEMBER ME." If you have faith in Jesus Christ, He will save you! The day of your Call, He will take you to be with Him. I hope you'll kneel right now and do it. If you have any doubt, remember Jesus saved the thief, and He will save you. Will you trust Him now?
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