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I want to talk about YOU, this morning, in the light of God's Holy Word.

You know, God's Word says, SAVE THYSELF. God's Word says you are to love your own soul. You are to love others AS YOU LOVE YOURSELF. So, "self" is an important thing.

The word "I" is a dangerous word, in many cases. A person can be egocentric; that is, "I" centered, centering all thought and affection and everything else on self. On the other hand, a person can forget to love himself enough to save his own soul! What shall it profit a man though he gain the whole world and LOSE HIS OWN SOUL?

The word "I" is an important word in Scripture, when we consider the word "I" in proper relationship to God, and to self, and to others. YOU yourself are a VERY IMPORTANT PERSON.

God says you are to LOVE yourself. You are to love your neighbor AS THYSELF. That doesn't mean to love your neighbor and stop loving yourself. You are to love yourself enough to save yourself. Socrates said, "Know thyself," but God's Word is the only thing that can reveal to us our true selves.

God's Word says to GIVE yourself. Give yourself, your body, a living sacrifice unto God, fully and utterly into God, devoted to God and the Mind of God.

God's Word, says, "KEEP thyself." "Keep thyself pure," Paul wrote to Timothy. Keep thyself from sin. Don't let sin touch you. Keep thyself from impurity that is in the world today.

God's Word says to SAVE thyself. There is a sense in which we can save ourselves. Of course, there is no Saviour but Jesus. He died for our sins. But I want to remind you that Jesus can't save you IF YOU DON'T, LET HIM, You must apprehend Jesus. You must lay hold of what He did for you if you are to be saved. Save thyself. Friend, have you saved yourself? If you saw yourself drowning, wouldn't you try to save yourself? Aren't you valuable to yourself? Why lose your soul? That's what Jesus meant. "What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and LOSE HIS OWN SOUL?"

God's Word speaks of LOSING one's self. If you are willing to lose yourself to this life, you gain heaven. If you try to gain for yourself in this present life, you'll lose for yourself in eternity. So be willing to lose your SELF.

God's Word says to SEPARATE yourself. You are to separate yourself from the evils of this present world, from the sins and the unbelievers and the like.

God's Word says, "SUBMIT yourself." That is, UNTO GOD. In James we read, "Submit yourself to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you." Submit means to yield to God in a happy spirit of contentment about what God permits to come your way. Don't fight God. Don't fight His will for your life. Many people today are embittered because they have not submitted themselves to God.

God's Word says, "HUMBLE thyself." God doesn't say that He will humble you! To say, "Lord, humble me," is a wrong prayer. God says to HUMBLE THYSELF, under the mighty hand of God. We are to get down into the dust ourselves, push ourselves down, that we might go up. The way up is down! Down on our knees, down in submission to God, down on our knees before the Lord, down in simple trustfulness as a little child.

Then we are to PRESENT ourselves, a living sacrifice unto God. SELF is to be given to God. Our ego is to be given to God, yielded unto Him for His glory, to be used in His own way.

Then we are to BRING AN ATONEMENT for ourselves. An atonement to God, something to make atonement for our soul. And of course, the only sacrifice we can bring, that will be acceptable to God, is the Lord Jesus Christ.

Friends, I wonder if you have ever realized what SELF means. There is a GOOD view of self and the BAD view. The bad view is SELFISHNESS. The GOOD view is the self that is devoted to God and the service of our fellowmen and to our own soul's welfare, well‑being. The glorifying of God and the well being of mankind and ourselves is the GOOD use of self. Let's remember that today and give ourselves unto the Lord.

God has many things to say about "THYSELF." For instance, He says we are not to defile ourselves with the lusts of impurity going on today. When a man goes to another man's wife, he is defiling himself. He is not only hurting her, and her husband, and her children, and society, and God, but he is defiling HIMSELF. He is ruining HIMSELF. When will people learn that when you get outside the moral laws God has made and break them, YOU BREAK YOURSELF? "DEFILE NOT THYSELF with thy neighbor's wife, "is a command of God, and how it is needed today.

Here is another word: "BESTIR thyself." Get up and get busy! God says that to the lost man. BESTIR yourself in your lost condition, and GET SAVED! Get salvation, while you can! Your opportunity is slipping by and soon you will DIE. So bestir thyself, be looking out for your soul, be looking out for the things that concern your ETERNAL welfare.

Then again, God says, "ASK for thy self." God said that to King Solomon. "Ask for thyself what I will give thee." So Solomon asked God that he might be a blessing to those over whom he ruled, and God said, "Solomon, because you haven't asked for riches or long life but have asked for something that was unselfish, I'm going to bless you in a very wonderful way." ASK for thyself! Friend, are you asking anything from God? God expects you to do it.

Here is another passage: "Why FEIGNETH thyself to be another?" Why are you playing the part of a hypocrite? Why FEIGNETH thyself to be another? Why are you acting a part, trying to act like a Christian when you're not, trying to act like you're big when you're not, keeping up with the Joneses when you're not able to do it, and so on. Happy is the man who is just what he is, wherever he is, and nothing else, and doesn't try to put on a show in these days when men think so much about "personality.”

Then another passage: "STRENGTHEN thyself." Well, how are we going to strengthen ourselves? We can strengthen ourselves physically. We can strengthen ourselves mentally. We can strengthen ourselves spiritually.

How physically? By taking proper exercise that the body needs. The body is made for use and for exercise. And then, by eating properly. We are to look after our bodies, our health, for the glory of God. The body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. God has much to say about the body.

Strengthen thyself mentally, by reading the very best, the most noble, literature, not the sewerage that is on the newsstands today that defiles the mind and the body and the soul, not only of one's self but of others. Strengthen thyself mentally by something that will build you up, something that is good for you, by reading material that challenges and strengthens and inspires.

Strengthen thyself spiritually by praying, by studying the Word of God, by going to the house of God, by fellowshipping with Christian people. STRENGTHEN thyself from day to day in the things of the Lord.

"Advise thyself." Give yourself advice. Sit down with yourself. Think over your life. Where am I going? What kind of life have I lived? Have I accomplished anything permanent? Have I lived with eternity's values in view? An entertainer recently said, "My life has accomplished practically nothing. As I look back over it, I have made people laugh, but when their laughter ceased, all the work I had done, ceased." Think about such a person compared with a scientist who has given his life for the development of something to cure some terrible disease. He is leaving something permanent, the man who finds a cure for

polio, for influenza, for the other diseases of men. Think about it. Sit down and ADVISE THYSELF. Go over

your life. See if you are doing anything that is LASTING, for God and for mankind, something that will outshine the stars and last forever.

Then we read, "Thou hast JOINED thyself with Ahaziah." That is a terrible passage. We are living in days of joiners. Ahaziah represents the ENEMIES of the Lord. God rebuked this person because he had joined himself with Ahaziah! People today join everything under the sun. The other day I was talking with a family, and the wife was telling about her husband who unadvisedly and without too much thought joined a certain group of people who are contrary to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. He realized his mistake, thank God. They who are joined to the Lord are one spirit. We are not to join ourselves to the enemies of the Lord. We are to join ourselves to the Lord and to His people. That is sufficient for a real child of God. Check up on your life and see if you have joined yourself in bonds and bands that God never intended for you as a Christian.

Here is another passage. "THINK not with thyself." You are two people. You must live WITH yourself. Think NOT with thyself something that is wrong! Think with thyself thoughts that are pure, and noble, and up building, and holy, and godly, and spiritual, and abiding. Think NOT with thyself thoughts that are evil and filthy and shameful and lustful and unseemly and dishonest. Do not think within thyself these things. As a man THINKETH within himself, so IS he. THOUGHTS! Oh, if I can get a man to THINK, he will turn away from evil and turn to the pathway of God.

Then finally, "DELIGHT thyself in the Lord, and He will give thee the desires of thine heart." Don't delight thyself in the things that you enjoy apart from God. Don't delight yourself in the things that OTHERS enjoy apart from God. Delight yourself IN THE LORD. Make the Lord's will your DELIGHT, in your home, with your family, in yourself. When you do that, you'll find Him giving you the desires of your heart, because they are HIS desires, the things that are holy and noble and abiding and good for you. They bring rest and peace and joy and health for your body, mind and soul.

So friend, look out for THYSELF, because nobody else is going to look out FOR you. When they lower your body down into the grave, it won't be what people thought about you, or what you did for others, but it will be what you did for YOURSELF in the light of God's Holy Word. Look out for thine own soul.

I hope this has been a blessing to you today. I hope you'll look out for yourself, in the right way, as God has said in His Word. Put God first, then others. Seek the souls of men. Look after your own soul! Oh, don't LOSE your OWN SOUL! Trust Jesus today and live a happy Christian life, and it shall be well with you.
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