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Joel 2:25-27

One of the most precious portions of Scripture is found in Joel, verses 26 and 27 of the 2nd chapter. In verses 25, 26 and 27 we read of the restoration of Israel, God says: "I will restore to you the years that the locusts have eaten, the canker worm and the caterpillar and the Palmer worm, my great army which I sent among you. And ye shall eat in plenty and be satisfied and praise the Name of the Lord your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed.”

Don't forget, friends, that this applies to Israel. Don't apply that to the Church. God is going to restore to Israel all the years of their sorrow. If any Jewish friends are thinking with me today I want them to see that God is going to make up for all the travail and agony and sorrows that the Jews have gone through. He is going to restore them back to the Land, and He is going to restore all the tremendous blessings that He once poured out upon them and they shall eat in plenty and be satisfied. Then they will praise the name of the Lord, their God, because He has dealt wondrously in bringing them back to the Land.

God says in the text, "MY people shall never be ashamed." He is speaking of Israel. They are His people. They are His earthly people, just like the Church of Christ is His heavenly people. The Jews are the earthly people of the Lord. "And ye shall know that I'm in the midst of Israel.” Don't apply that to the Church. Israel means Israel. “You shall know that I'm in the midst of Israel, and that I'm the Lord your God and none else; and my people shall never be ashamed." This is said twice. Never again will they be ashamed."

Now listen to the next part: "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams and your young men shall see visions, and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.” The coming outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the prophet said, is to come AFTER Israel knows that the Lord is God. So this is an outpouring during the coming great Millennium, when the Jewish Nation goes back to the Holy Land and God deals wondrously with His people again. God will be in their midst as He was in days of old. Then He says, "Afterward.” After Israel is completely restored and God is in her midst, then it shall come to pass that God will pour out His Spirit upon all flesh.

You say, "That was quoted by Peter on the day of Pentecost 2000 years ago. It was fulfilled then." Don't forget, friends, that in the Word of God there are events that have only partial fulfillment, and the ultimate complete fulfillment is yet ahead. Time and again we read in the 

Scriptures of a partial fulfillment. On the Day of Pentecost the Spirit was not poured out upon ALL flesh. If you will look up that Hebrew phrase all through the Hebrew Bible, you will find that it means everyone. Everyone. There won't be anybody excepted. Everybody will have the spirit of God poured out upon him. "And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy." Oh, think about it! Even youngsters will know God. Little children will be running around prophesying, filled with the Holy Spirit of God! May God speedily send the day when the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea, and even little children shall know more of God than the greatest men of God in the Christian church today. That time is coming. “And your old men shall dream dreams and your young men shall see visions. And upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out ("the great effusion") my Holy Spirit." Lavishly God will pour out the Holy Spirit upon this earth.

Now, before that time comes there will come the Day of the Lord. "I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood and fire and pillars of smoke.” Nothing like that happened on the Day of Pentecost. It is yet in the future. Pentecost was only a temporary fulfillment of this passage. "The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and terrible Day of the Lord come. It shall come to pass that whosoever shall call on the Name of the Lord shall be delivered, for in Mt. Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call." "Remnant" refers to Israel. Now notice the order according to the great prophecy:

First of all the great cosmic SIGNS. "I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth blood and fire, and pillars of smoke--‑the sun turned to darkness--‑the moon turned to blood.”  Those are the first things that will take place before the great outpouring. Now, don't tone that down, and don't try to spiritualize it. Those great cosmic disturbances will terrify the earth and all through the old and new Testament before Jesus comes there will be great cosmic disturbances, world‑shaking happenings such as the world has never known and men will expire on the streets from seeing these tremendous events God will bring to pass just before Jesus returns.

Then after the signs, the Day of the Lord. The Day of the Lord is the Day when the LORD takes charge of things completely and will impose His Will upon men in this earth. God is not going to judge this world, and take over the reins of government on this earth. He will take it out of the hands of the wicked, scheming men, and will rule this world in Absolute Righteousness! Then Israel will be completely delivered and saved. Oh, beloved, the nation of the Jews will be completely restored!

Then comes the great Outpouring of the Holy Spirit of God till the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. Even little children will run around prophesying, speaking of the Word of God, and praising God with ecstatic utterance given to them by the Holy Spirit. Oh, may God hasten the day!

Now, why not a perpetual Pentecost? Why haven't we been able to have a perpetual Pentecost? Why don't we have power now? The answer is found in four words from I Thess. 5:19. God says to Christians, "Quench not the Spirit.” That word "quench" is the Greek word meaning; "to put the fire out" That is what it means. The Spirit of God is a fire in the soul, burning out temptation and dross and sin and unholy desires, purifying the heart and the thoughts and the ambitions, making us love God with all our hearts, more than we love this world. The Holy Spirit makes us love His service more than we love the ambitions and praises of men. 

When a man is filled with the Spirit, he is not interest​ed in fame and money and wealth, which the ungodly world is looking for all the time. Money mad! But, oh, beloved, he is interested in the things of God! He would rather be poor, with God's bless​ing, than to have anything else without God's blessing. Now why isn't the Spirit of God upon us like that? Because men have quenched Him. Men have put Him out of their lives and thrown cold water on the fire in their souls until the fire died down. Were you once filled with the Spirit and now you are not? How many of us by indifference, and disobedience, and sinful thoughts, and wrong speech, and criticism, and other wicked things, have grieved God's Holy Spirit until He speaks to our hearts no longer?  Oh, friends. God does not quench Him!  WE do! God says, don’t YOU hinder Him, don't YOU drive Him out of your heart, YOU let Him rule your lives so He can bless you. 

Listen; does God WANT us to have a perpetual Pentecost, a perpetual revival in our own hearts and souls? Yes. One passage entirely teaches us that. God says: "If ye being evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall the Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him.” When my boy comes and asks for an ice cream cone he usually gets it. Sometimes its popcorn. The other day it was a bat and ball. He just had to have a bat and a ball. Does God want to give to us the Spirit?  Yes!  More than I want to give my boy the things that he wants. "How much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him.?”

Now what is wrong? We have grieved the spirit. The other day a singer--‑friend of mine told me of a revival meeting he was in some time ago. He said for two weeks the preacher preached, and he sang, and there were no souls saved. Not one soul. People were critical. People were talking. People were slandering. This friend said: "I was in agony that last day and spent the whole afternoon in prayer. That night the preacher preached and people fell on their faces, confessing their sins to God, and God turned it into a glorious revival." When people confessed their sins, revival broke out! How we need, every one of us, to say to God, "SEARCH ME, O GOD! Not my neighbor. Not my husband, or wife or children, but ME, and see if I'M hindering revival." Friends, if we are hindering revival, we are murdering souls. If we are revived and filled with the Spirit we will be winning the lost. If not, we are guilty of losing souls for the Lord Jesus.

Do you remember Paul Rader, the great Spirit‑filled preacher of Chicago? He was one of the greatest preachers we ever had. Paul Rader one time had a tragic eclipse of faith. He nearly lost his faith in God and the Bible and everything else. One day he said, "I must find God!" He was in New York City, and went to a hotel room and locked himself in. He stayed in that hotel room three days and three nights, praying and crying to God to fill his soul again. Paul Rader was in agony of heart. He forgot food, he forgot people, and he forgot everything else. He was crying to God; he had met God. He made up his mind he wouldn't walk out that door until he had contacted God! Did he meet Him? Certainly. God will meet any man that will mean business like that, and confess his sins and pour out his heart to Him. The Spirit of God fell on Paul Rader in that hotel room, and he walked out of that room a free man, free from evil desire, free from unbelief, a freed man, on fire for God. He looked up the street and happened to see a sign on Broadway, a picture of a little kitten entangled in some yarn. He looked at the little kitty in bright shining lights and said: "Little kitty, you are still tangled up, but praise God, I'm free! I'm free! I'm free!"

Listen, friends, when we seek Him with all our hearts, search for His Face with our hearts, confess our sins and cry to God for the filling of the Holy Spirit, and He fills us, we will be free. WE WILL WALK WITH GOD! We will have revival in our souls. Oh, won't you today, fall on your face, and say, "Oh, God, I'm not going to let You go till You give me the victory and fill me with Your Holy Spirit." Will you do it?

"With Thy Spirit fill me, With Thy Spirit fill me, Make me wholly Thine, I pray, With Thy Spirit fill me."
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