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In I Corinthians the 15th chapter and verses 55-58 we have the Christian's present song of triumph over death. Paul has just said in verse 54, that at that moment when Jesus comes at the Rapture and the Christians dead will be raised and the living Christians will be changed and both be given glorified  bodies, never to be corrupt  anymore, never to grow sick, sin, suffer or die, for they will be immortal, “death is swallowed up in victory,” meaning it is consumed, destroyed forever for the blessed people. Then he sings the song of victory in verse 55, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 death, where is thy victory?" Notice I changed the word grave in the King James version to death. Our earliest manuscripts have death in both places. Paul is talking about death. He's talking about victory over death. "Death is swallowed up in victory," completely destroyed and here he bursts forth in a victory song. A celebration! What a tremendous thing!

The other day a television program went back to the celebration in the streets at the end of the last world war, and showed people all over the world and in every great city of America gathered in the streets and they sang and they clapped their 
hands and danced and they did some of the seemingly most foolish things because of the emotion that the war was over. There was a victory won. My friend, that is nothing compared to this victory song of God's  people.  Here is a dying man, by the name of Paul, looking death in the face and saying, "I'm not afraid of you. You are licked. My Saviour has defeated you and there's nothing you can do to hurt me." And he's absolutely fearless. In fact he wanted to go, to depart and be with Christ which is far better at a particular time in his life.

He cries out in this victory song and this is what every one of us can sing if we are Christians. "Where, death, is thy victory? Where, death, is thy sting? It is gone. We can say, “You have no victory over me anymore.”  Your sting! There isn't any sting. Here are two great questions addressed to death because death is defeated. No more can it hurt any believer in Christ.  Here is the challenge of a dying man who is already in victory over the fear of  death by Christ and the Word of God.  This is my song and this is your song of victory too  if you and I are Christians.  We can sing, “ Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is thy sting?”  Now that’s just a  way of saying that you don't have any victory over me and you don't have any sting that I need to be afraid of. "I'm not afraid of you!" That's what he's saying. 

Now it is written in Hebrews that the devil holds the fear of death over the human race, and he does. We are born with a natural fear of death. It is everywhere and the only one who can give us the victory is Christ and believing in Jesus, what He says and the Word of God.  But when we really believe, when we are saved and Christ is real to us, then we join Paul in the victory song.  I’m wondering if this isn’t going to be the song that we are going to sing when we meet Christ as we are caught up to meet the Lord in the air.  As the dead in Christ  suddenly shall rise and we , the living, shall be changed, given our glorified bodies and we rise with our loved ones to meet the Lord.  I think we will be singing this God given song in I Corinthians 15:55, “Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death is your sting?”  Which is just another way of saying, “You’re defeated.”  “You don’t have any victory over us.  You can’t hurt us.”  A sting is something that hurts: something you draw back from: something you fear.  “We’re not afraid of you." This ought to be every believing child of God’s song of victory.  But it only comes to us, beloved, to the degree that we really do keep these things in our minds and believe what God says right here. That's why we ought to keep poring over it, memorize it, keep it in our memory, repeat it and just keep these victories of I Thessalonians 4:13‑18 and I Corinthians 15 and the other great statements of victory over death.

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints,”  sang the psalmist in Hebrew a thousand years before Jesus Christ ever walked on this earth. God's people have always been able to sing the song of victory over death.  We do it now.  We don't have to wait until we die until we get over there to the resurrection because what ever God says is so.  Whatever is written, is written, and is true and we have the victory that God has given to us.

Now notice in verse 56.  Death does have a sting and death does have some strength. "0 death, where is thy sting?  Where is thy victory?  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.”  What is the sting?  Both of these Jesus destroyed at the Cross.  “The sting of death is sin." The only thing that makes men really afraid to die is the consciousness of sin and condemnation and shame for that.   But if I believe that God and Jesus  got together nineteen hundred years ago in the past at the Cross, and dealt with sin and settled it – my sin – forever and that’s what the Gospel teaches.  This is the heart of the Gospel that Jesus put away my sin by the sacrifice of Himself.   I've been loosed from my sins.  He's put them away; they have been erased; they are cast into the depths of the sea; they are removed as far as the east is from the west and there is no connection between me and my sin anymore. God has forgotten them. "Your sins and iniquities have I remembered no more." All these are Scriptures and say that sin was conquered by Jesus on the Cross. God expects me to believe that, and not try to get to heaven by any supposed goodness I have when I’m a sinner. But I've got to believe that Jesus and God settled it and got it all out of the way at the Cross, and by believing on Jesus I'm delivered totally, completely and freely from any connection with my sin.  In Christ I am out of sin in God's eyes. This is justification. This is God's imputation of the righteousness of Jesus and I am dressed in the righteousness of Christ. How can sin trouble me? How can it sting me anymore?  How can death bring the fear that I'll meet my sin? If I thought when I died I'd meet God and He'd bring up a sin against me, that would be a sting.  But if God tells me ‑‑ "No, Jess,  I’11 never bring up any sin against you forever.  You'll come not into judgment as He says in John 5:24. There's no condemnation  against you as He says in Romans 8:1. When you believe on my Son, believe that it was settled at the Cross and you trust what my Son did for you and my Word about it, then there's no sin that can possibly ever rear up its head and trouble you and when I meet you I'm not going to bother you about your sins. Judgment is past.” – John 5:24 would give the heart perfect peace.

Then the strength of sin is the law.  Jesus took the law. He abolished it.  He tells us in Galatians – the ordinances, the commandments which were against us and took them out of the way, nailing them to His Cross.  My breaking of God’s law, Jesus took out of my way to heaven completely at the Cross.

So at the Cross, we sing, is where the sting was removed and where the law's justice no longer can touch me. Isn't it wonderful to be free? That's the Gospel. Now as long as you see your sins and you don't see them over on Christ you're going to be stung and as long as you see the law and your breaking of God's commandments and you feel God is holding that against you, there'll be no victory. But when you believe that at the Cross you have this knowledge, you see in verse 55 you have the Christian's song of triumph, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 death, where is thy victory?” But in verse 56 you have the Christian's knowledge of victory already possessed. Sin is settled, the law ‑‑ the broken law ‑‑ is settled forever by the Cross of Jesus and where there's no sin, death cannot hurt. Where there is no broken law transgressed, there can be no disturbance of that heart and that conscience. Isn't that great?

All right now, next. We've had the song of victory, verse 55. We've had the Christian's knowledge in verse 56. Now what is the result of that? The Christian thanks, verse 57, "But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." We ought to be continually thankful for God and Christ settling this thing at the Cross. Do you see this, my friend?

As I said, I was riding on a plane the other day and talked to an elderly lady who has been in church all her life, about Christ and salvation and meeting her husband and son again, and she said, "I always thought that our goodness would be put to our account in the matter of going to heaven." You see the goodness is supposed. We're just sinners and continually fall short of the glory of God.  There isn’t a perfect person on earth, so we’ve got to have God’s full and free forgiveness through Christ and we get that at the Cross, so there’s no sting and there’s no breaking of God’s law held against us. We've broken God's law and do break it. No man loves God with all his heart, soul, mind and strength, so we break that one commandment every day. Everybody does. But we ought to give continual thanks that God and Christ in those six hours on the Cross nineteen hundred years ago settled it all. 

So we ought to give thanks to God. Why? Every Christian should give thanks to God continually. Every morning I find myself more and more giving thanks to God for everything, all that life has for me today. I am so thankful for breath and health and strength and loved ones and friends and work and all the good things, but my friends, the greatest of all is for that love that He had for me  nineteen hundred years ago‑‑ I believe this. This is the Gospel to me. This is what I get out of the whole Bible, the heart of the whole matter‑‑ that God and Christ did for me what I can never do in this present world on that Cross when God laid my sin and my breakings of His law of all my life over on the head of His dear Son and punished Jesus in my place.  He took my place and I get His.  He gets the sinners place and I get the Son's place. Isn't that wonderful?  This is why every Christian should give thanks to God every day for Jesus and the Father and their love, The Holy Spirit and the Cross. That's where it was all done. Three times a day Daniel knelt and thanked God. How many times a day do you and I kneel and thank God.

Now notice this is a continual thing. God is continually giving to us the victory. That's the present participle in Greek. Thanks be to God who is continually giving to us Christians, the victory over the fear of death. Victory over death and its fears because of victory over sin and the broken law at the Cross. Continually giving thanks.

Now notice here, this victory is for every believer. Us. Every believer is in that word us. Notice it is a gift. The victory over death is a gift. "Thanks be to God, who is continually giving to us." It is the word didimy or gift. Notice He gives it to us continually. It's the present participle and never a moment should we fear death. God is continually giving me the victory over the fear of death. It is only through Christ. Thanks be to God who is continually giving to me ‑‑ put your own self in that (us) if you are a believer for He includes all Christians and you are a person in that group – the victory over the fear of death because victory over sin and the broken law at the Cross comes dia through. The channel that we get it is the Lord Jesus Christ, and, my friends, that shuts out everybody else. Nobody gets this victory over death but the person that comes believing on the Lord Jesus, and believing that on that Cross, God and Christ got together and Jesus bore our sins. "The Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all,” and that meant my iniquity and your iniquity and every human being's was laid over on Christ. He was punished. The broken law was settled, justice law was satisfied and our sins were put out of God's sight so that God does not charge us with sin or the broken law any more. 

No wonder Paul sings for joy. No wonder he gave thanks with joy. No wonder he was always talking about Jesus. I was thinking about that the other day. Why don't we talk about Jesus all the time. What else is there to talk about? I talk to people about their soul and salvation and heaven and they never bring up His name. How could they know anything about Him? How can anybody ever expect to go to heaven and never say anything about Jesus? They talk about themselves and church and works or doing something, 0h, when we see Christ, when we get in the presence of the Lord and the Lord looks at us in glory and we see that we've looked at all the stuff down here instead of just fixing our gaze on the Christ of God and trusting our souls totally into His loving arms, casting ourselves upon the breast of Jesus. My! My! It must make angels weep if it makes me cry.

Here's an elderly woman. I'm not sure that I got through to her. I met her by chance on a plane. I never saw her before in my life. I pitied her because of the tears dripping from her eyes because of the loss of her husband and her son and she wants to meet them again. She's been in church all her life. I don't know what she’s getting.  Maybe it's not the pastor.  Maybe he's giving out the truth.  Maybe not,  because some people don't even get it when it's laid on the table. I've found that out. But I tell you right now, friends, it’s Jesus.   When I say to somebody, "Are you saved?"  And He says,  “Yes I’m trusting Jesus Christ. He's wonderful isn't He?" I want to do a  back somersault!  I want to leap for joy!  "Let's talk about Jesus, The King of Kings is He, Let's talk about Jesus more and more."

Thanks be unto God Who is continually giving us the victory over the fear of death through the Lord Jesus. Now if you are afraid of death today go back to the Cross and there at the Cross see and believe God laying every one of your sins, your past sins, whatever your sins are now, whatever your sins are in the future,  over on Jesus, and trust Him dying for you and paying for your sins and God's Word about it that He your sins  and iniquities will remember no more. They are blotted out.

Now, how we believers should live is in this last verse, "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding  in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord." Now we've had the believer's song of triumph, verse 55, “0 death,  where is thy sting? 0 death, where is thy victory?" We've had the believer's knowledge in verse 56, sin and  the broken law. No longer can death touch us because sin and the broken law was settled by Christ on the Cross. The Christian's thanks in verse 57 for this victory He continually gives us over the fear of death, and now the believer's work in this present world until we meet Jesus, we are always to be abounding in the work of the Lord.  Notice he says here because we are two things: brothers and beloved.  “Therefore, my beloved brethren.”   Now notice the word brothers here;  We are born into the family of God so he includes all believers.  Notice the word beloved.  That means beloved by God. That means God loves us. We are accepted in the beloved. Keep on becoming. Three things: "steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in God's work."

Now notice first, "be steadfast." The word is seated in Greek. It means to be calm, unshakeable, fixed, settled and firm. Just don't move out of this place of keep looking at the Cross and believing God's Word. I get letter's on my desk where people listen to somebody else and they get all upset. Don't listen to somebody else. Look at Christ and the Bible and you'll be steady, Unmovable, do not be moved from your position of just trusting the Word of God by Jesus settling it all at the Cross. He's coming again for you at the rapture.

And then, “be always abounding in the work of the Lord.” This doesn’t suggest tedious work.  This means joyfully doing the Lord’s work. Does the Lord have any work to be done on this earth? Yes. What is it? To get this message of salvation to every creature in this lost world. What’s he referring to here? That statement in Matthew 28, just before He went back to heaven, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." That's our business. You're helping me do it  over the radio and by my trips overseas. The work of the Lord, knowing something; "forasmuch as ye know that your labour  ‑‑ notice that word labour. That means working to wearisome effort but never with anything but joy that we can become weary in the service of the Lord ‑‑ knowing that your labour is not in vain, is not empty, is not useless. You will be rewarded for it in the Lord as you live in connection with Him doing the work. So we are to be looking for Jesus any moment but in the meantime our hands are to be busy doing this business of getting His message of salvation to every creature in this lost, 1ost, world, living in communion with Jesus and in fellowship with Him.

O beloved, this has been a great chapter. Let's look death in the face and let's sing the song of Christian victory over death. Trust Him beloved, and you won't have to be afraid of death or anything else.
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