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II Corinthians 5:9-10

In Second Corinthians 5, verses 9 and l0, we find a very important passage in the Word of God about JUDG- MENT. The Bible reveals that JUDGMENTS are coming. Now notice, I use the word in the plural, because there are so many people today who think there is only one judgment coming, a time at the end of the whole world when everybody.--‑saved and unsaved---stand before God and the Lord will separate them, the saved to go to heaven and the unsaved to go to hell.

I sat in a certain church listening to a man of God, a minister of the Gospel, a man who loves the Lord, a man who I think is a great preacher, but in the course of his message, he spoke of the Judgment Seat of Christ and said that the saved and the unsaved will be there to give account of deeds done in the body.

Now we must be careful, friends, when we think about Judgment, because there are false ideas about it. 

There is not just one judgment; there are many judgments. I want to call your attention to the text now, that you might see clearly that there will be no unsaved people at the Judgment Seat of Christ. There will be only the saved.

Paul is writing to CHRISTIANS. He says, "We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." At the beginning of this letter, Paul says to whom he is writing. "Paul . . . to the church of God." Unsaved people are not in the church of God. He writes to the church of God, which is at Corinth, with all the saints. He says, "Grace be to you." That is never said to the unsaved. "And peace." That is never said to the unsaved. ("There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.") "Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." He goes on to say, "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." God is not the Father of unsaved people, nor is Jesus their Lord and Master. "The Father of mercies and the God of all comfort Who comforteth us in all our tribulation." If you read on, you will find definitely that this is written to believers, to Christians, the people of God.

Chapter 5, verse 1. "We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God." He is speaking to Christians. Unsaved people don't know about the building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. They don't think about that! The unsaved think about this life only. They don't like to think about death and beyond death; they run from that.

Then Paul says, "In this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven." In this we "groan.” Unsaved people are not earnestly desiring to receive their heavenly house, to get out of this body. They don't want to get out of this body. They think about living here, as though there is no death or eternal life beyond.

"If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. We that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened, not that we should be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life."

We are groaning for what? For Life Eternal. The mortal part of us, this physical body, which is dying, shall be swallowed up of life, and we'll have that new body that will be eternal and shall never die anymore.

"Now He that wrought us for the selfsame thing is God." God wrought us. God made us for what? To die and be blotted out? To die and perish and go to hell? No, God wrought us in order that we might be saved and have this mortality swallowed up of life, that we might be clothed upon with our house from heaven.

"Who hath also given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.” "Earnest" means the "down‑payment," or the "pledge," of heaven. The down‑payment is the Spirit's Presence now within our hearts! A child of God can know that the Spirit of God dwells in his heart, can know that he is born again, can know that he is a child of God. The pledge, then, that God is going to bring us into the house not made with hands eternal in the heaven, to that new body in the land beyond, is the Holy Spirit’s Presence right now, down here, in our hearts.

"Wherefore we are always confident . . ." The people of God ought always to be confident! It makes no difference what valleys we have to traverse, what dark days may come into our lives, God is going to bring us to GLORY, to that new house not made with hands! Thank God for that.

"Wherefore we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord. For we walk by faith and not by sight." Do we do that? If we walked by sight, we certainly would be discouraged! That is why so many people today are discouraged. So many of God's people are walking by sight, not staying in the Bible not keeping their eyes on heaven and the promises of God and the glorious fact that nothing can harm us while He leads the way. We are to WALK BY FAITH! Faith trusts God's promises no matter how dark the way may be, however adverse the circumstances may become. Faith trusts in sorrow or in joy, in brightness or in darkness, in rain or in shine. The child of God is to walk by faith in the PROMISES OF GOD. God has SAID it and it is S0. He has promised, and He WILL! He will not lie. God says He will never leave us nor forsake us. God says He will be our Shepherd, seeing us through all the way to Glory.

"We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord." The unsaved never say that! They are not willing to be absent from the body and they certainly don't want to be present with the Lord Whom they've rejected. So this passage is written to the people of God.

"Wherefore we labor, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of Him." The word "accepted" in the Greek means "well‑pleasing." We LABOR, said Paul, that whether we are present or absent, we may be WELL-PLEASING TO THE LORD. The Christian should say, "I want to be well-pleasing to JESUS." But you cannot do that and be well‑pleasing to man, too. There are many churches today that are trying to "popularize" religion. You can't do it, friends. You lose everything worthwhile when you try to do it. The Apostle Paul said, "If I were pleasing men, I would not be a servant of Christ. That is, you can't do both; you can't please men and be a servant of Christ, too. When the temptation comes to a preacher not to preach God's Word faithfully, not to preach the convicting part of God's Word, to "tone‑it‑down", and pat sinners on the back, to fail to preach messages that convict of sin and cut and heal and save, to avoid the messages that are unpopular, that man should remember that he cannot please the crowd and Christ, too! Jesus wasn't popular with the masses. Paul wasn't popular with the masses. And the real man of God isn't going to be, either, if he is true to Christ. Our business is to be true to Jesus, to be faithful to HIM, whether we please anyone else or not! If men do not want that which is pleasing to Christ, then we should not want to please them. They are on the road to destruction; the servants of Jesus are on the way to heaven.

So Paul said he labored to be pleasing to HIM. God help us today to search our lives and see if there is anything in our speech, in our actions, in our associations, that is DISPLEASING to the Son of God.

"For we must all appear . . . . . " We ought to labor! We ought to work hard! We ought to strive to be well-pleasing to Jesus, because of what? Because we all MUST APPEAR before the Judgment seat of Christ! He is talking about believers, Christians, the saved. ALL Christians, ALL believers, ALL the saved, must appear, that he may receive back of the things done in his body according to that which he has done, whether it be good or bad. At the Judgment Seat of Christ then, there will come out of Christian lives that which is good, and that which is bad.

And believe me, friends, the only way we can stand at the Judgment Seat and BE ACCEPTABLE to the Lord is, first of all, to be sure that all known sin in your life is CONFESSED TO CHRIST. "If we judge ourselves, we shall not be judged.." "If we (as Christians) confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous- ness." And secondly, we must LABOR CONSTANTLY, to do that which is well‑pleasing to the Saviour.

"Knowing therefore the TERROR of the Lord, we persuade men." The TERROR of the Lord! What a TERRIFYING thing to stand in CHRIST'S PRESENCE, with sins unjudged, having lived a life of hypocrisy, a life with hidden sins, a life of mere profession without reality! Oh the hypocrisy will be taken away in that hour! The veil will be snatched away! We shall stand there, just what we are, nothing else. The Lord knows us. He knows our condition. There will be rewards for faithful Christian service.

If you want to see the judgment of the UNSAVED, read Revelation the 20th chapter. There will be no Christians there, only the unsaved. Here in Second Corinthians 5, we see only Christians being judged. In Revelation 20 are only the unsaved judged out of what is written in the books. The books there are opened and the unsaved are judged. Their names not being found in the Book of Life, they are cast into the Lake of Fire.

Beloved, ask yourself today if you have been born again, if you have truly accepted CHRIST as your Saviour, born of the Spirit of God, ready to meet Jesus, truly regenerated, assured that you are saved, the Spirit bearing witness that you are God's child.

Then ask yourself if you are LABORING to live a life pleasing to Jesus. Are the books you read displeasing to Jesus? He knows all about what you read. Are the places you go, the things you say, companions you have, things you do, pleasing to Jesus? If not, God help you today to get RIGHT with the Christ of God and stay right, till you meet Him face to face!
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