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The other day on a trip by air I had a couple of hours, and I analyzed one of the great chapters of the Bible and one of the most important---Sec​ond Corinthians, the 9th chapter---and I want to speak to you now on "The Christian's Day of Reaping."

God gave me a study that day that I wouldn't take a lot for. I have learn​ed a lot of things, flying in the air with my Bible in my hand, outlining chapters of the Bible!

Here in Second Corinthians, the 9th chapter, Paul gives us many things that touch on the Christian life in de​tail. The principles still abide. In this chapter on the Christian's day of reap​ing, the main emphasis is on REAP​ING.

You remember that in Galatians, the 5th chapter, God says to Christians, "Be not deceived. God is not mocked. Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also REAP. He that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption, but he that soweth of the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." Paul was writing to CHRISTIANS, and he was telling us that the Christian's DAY OF REAPING is COMING! The world looks at a Christian today and says, "He is a fool, giving up the world and a lot of things the world does." They do not realize we are happy in all that, that God takes away the taste for worldly things. They forget the fact that the Christian is going to reap as harvest days are coming! That is what God's Word means by "REAPING.” The day is coming when we are happy we really lived for the Lord.

Second Corinthians, chapter 9. Let's begin with verse 6 here. "For this I say, he that soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly, and he that soweth bounti​fully shall reap bountifully." Here is an important passage. Our REAPING THEN will be dependent upon our SOWING NOW. Let's get that. Our reaping THEN will be dependent upon our sowing NOW.

There are two kinds of sowing: bountifully and sparingly. This word "bountifully" means or suggests LAV​ISH sowing; sowing gladly, sowing joyfully, and sowing abundantly! It is im​portant that we sow that way. To sow "sparingly" suggests niggardly sowing, miserly sowing, reluctant sowing, fear​ful sowing, sowing only a small por​tion.

He is referring here to the GIVING OF OUR INCOME, OUR MATERIAL HELP, to minister the Gospel to oth​ers. That is what He is thinking about: the giving of our means to carry God's Message. Spare sowing means spare reaping; abundant sowing means abundant reaping in the Presence of the Lord. That is what he tells us in verse 6.

Now let's look at verse 7. Here we have the importance of our ATTI​TUDE in our giving. "Everyman ac​cording as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver". Here we have the importance of our ATTITUDE in our giving. We learn here, first, that God expects EVERY man to give. Secondly we learn that God LOVES a giver. He Himself is a Giver and He loves those who are LIKE Him.

God is always GIVING. He gives His sunshine and His rain even to peo​ple who curse His name and don't be​lieve in Him. He gives life and breath and all things. Every person alive to​day, even the unsaved, owes his very existence to God as the great Giver.

Now God loves a giver! He loves a CHEERFUL giver, a person who gives cheerfully, gladly, joyfully, and enthusias​tically. God loves an ungrudging giver. To give grudgingly is to give reluctant​ly, to give but sorry that you are hav​ing to do it, to give with some sorrow about it. God loves a joyful, enthusiast​ic, lavish giver. God loves a giver who does not give because he is forced to, or put on the spot. A lot of people give to the Red Cross and Community Chest and Heart Fund and Polio Fund and all the rest, not because they love to give to those causes but because they are "put on the spot." When the Red Cross wants an offering they send your neighbor perhaps to rap on your door. Why do they do that? They know you will give BECAUSE YOUR NEIGH​BOR ASKS you, not out of feeling for the worthiness for the cause. Some peo​ple won't admit this, but it is honesty, isn't it? Let us examine our ATTI​TUDE OF HEART in our giving, and give because we WANT to give, from our HEARTS. Some people give be​cause they are forced to; they are put on the spot. Because of pride they are ashamed not to.

God says in His Word very plainly that HE GIVES to the person who gives from his heart, a heart-giver, one who gives because of love to God and man, because of the need, because of compassion in his heart, giving with a purpose. We read that "Daniel purpos​ed in his heart." That is, his act arose from within himself. He didn't need an outside, external stimulus. "With pur​pose of heart they cleaved unto the Lord," we read in the Book of Acts: That is, it came from their hearts. We read of God's eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus," in Ephesians 3. God does everything He does, from, His Heart!

So in verse 6 here we read that God expects us to REAP, saying that if we sow sparingly we'll reap sparingly, and if we sow bountifully, we'll bountifully

In Verse 7 we read the importance of our ATTITUDE in our giving. It is important that we see this, friends, and act upon it.


Now God says in verse 8 that the man who GIVES will have GOD GIV​ING BACK TO HIM MORE than he gives away. What a wonderful thing to have God guarantee that you can't lose! The little woman who gave the widow's mite knew that. She gave all she had, because she trusted God to give back to her. In Second Corinth​ians 9:8 is a PROMISE---an amazing PROMISE! "Well, suppose I do give without grudging, and cheerfully, and joyfully, and enthusiastically, and lav​ishly, I'll give out. I won't have any​thing left." Here is what GOD SAYS: "God is able to make all grace abound towards you, that ye always, having all sufficiency in all things, may abound unto every good work," may be able to give to every good work.

Sufficiency in all things! God says, "IN ALL things." That means every area of our life. God says, "Always." That means never failing, no lack. "The Lord is my Shepherd. I shall nev​er lack," said David. The man who looks after God's work and God's peo​ple will have God looking after him and his things. You look after God's work and God will look after you; that is what God is saying in verse 8. God is able to make all grace abound to you. You will always have all sufficien​cy in all things. You will always be abounding in every good work.

Now the object of God's giving to you is "that you may abound-that means to overflow, keep on abounding, "keep on giving and blessing others​" to every good work." Good work means the work that GOD wants us to do. They are varied. One of them is to take care of the poor saints, needy Christians. God says if you give to needy Christians He will keep on giv​ing to you.

This is an amazing promise of God, that if you will be an enthusiastic giv​er, giving to good things that are in His plan and His will for souls and "His work, He signs a check, signs His name at the bottom for any amount you need; you fill it in. That is, He will take care of you; you can count on that.

Now in verse 9 Paul takes a promise from the Old Testament to prove it. "As it is written, he hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor. His righteousness remaineth forever." This is a Bible quotation from the Book of Proverbs. "He hath dispersed abroad." Who has? The cheerful giv​er! "He hath given to the poor. His righteousness remaineth forever." Isn't that a wonderful statement? A man whose righteous deeds REMAIN FOR​EVER? Yes. It is a promise of God, and God keeps His promises. The man who disperses abroad, gives to others, lives to help others, gives to the poor, that man's righteousness REMAINS FOREVER.

According to verse 10 you can​not give too much to God's work! "He that ministereth seed to the sower, will both minister bread for your food and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness." This means you cannot give too much to God's work. Because as you keep sow​ing, or giving, GOD keeps ministering to YOU. He keeps giving to you that you may keep on giving. Is God poor or rich? Is God limited or unlimited in His means? Are His treasuries ever exhausted? No. Is there an end to God's giving? No.

It is a profound truth or fact that AS YOU MINISTER TO OTHERS, God keeps on ministering to YOU. If you keep on ministering to the Gospel and others, God keeps on pouring out into your hands, ministering to you your needs and supplies. Secondly, as you INCREASE your giving, God IN​CREASES HIS GIVING into your hands! There is no end to the supply, no limit to the increase!

God does three things for the person who GIVES, according to verse 10. First, He MINISTERS SEED to the sower. He ministers bread for your food. That is, He guarantees to supply your need so that you will never go hungry. Second, He MULTIPLIES the SEED you sow. That is, He multiplies your money to give. He gives you more and more as you give more and more yourself. Third, He INCREASES THE FRUITS of your RIGHTEOUSNESS, or your righteous deeds. He gives you a greater harvest of righteousness.

Are we increasing in our righteous deeds, in our giving, in our helping others with the Gospel? I say again, the widow woman knew this! And she gave EVERYTHING SHE HAD to GOD on the strength of this fact. That woman was deeply spiritual. She had profound insight into THE HEART OF GOD! Did she know the promise of the Old Testament? Certainly she knew the spirit of it. She knew that when you give, God guarantees to SUPPLY your food, your needs; that He will MULTIPLY the seed, that which you give; and that He will INCREASE the fruits of your righteousness, which means your harvest. She knew all that.

Now verse 11 says that God enriches us, the more we give. "Being continually enriched in everything." In every phase of our lives. Every part of our lives is DEPENDENT on our giving, ministering to others. It reveals our true hearts, our true spiritual condi​tion. Our love for God and men, which is the essence of Christianity, is RE​VEALED by our giving---or the lack of it!

Now he says, "Being continually en​riched in everything, to all bountiful​ness." To go all-out in helping others in the work of the Lord---this is the purpose of God enriching us! This "causeth thanksgiving to God." Our lavish giving and help, as He gives lavishly to us, brings others to give thanks to God, to praise God, makes God real to the needy as they see Him supply their needs through the faithful Christians. Beloved, this "being en​riched continually in everything to all bountifulness", this giving to others, RESULTS in those who RECEIVE the blessings and the gifts giving THANKS​GIVINGS TO GOD.

What an amazing passage! God help us to see that THE MORE WE GIVE, from true hearts, enthusiastically, be​cause we love others and love God, THE MORE GOD WILL POUR INTO OUR HANDS. He will just keep on and on and on!  And great will be the harvest.

"If we sow sparingly, we will reap sparingly. If we sow abundantly, we will reap abundantly."

Well, we have come to the close of our broadcast. God bless you.
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