THE CHRISTIAN’S BUSINESS

Jesse M. Hendley

Proverbs 11:30

He that winneth souls is wise." I want to speak to you now on the BUSINESS OF A CHRISTIAN. Remember, the devil's business is to seek to keep Christians from praying, from being decent, from serving God.

God says in Proverbs 11:30 that the Christian who wins souls is wise! Jesus said, "Follow me, and I will make you FISHERS OF MEN." The medical school says, "Follow me, and I will make you a doctor." Music school says, "Follow me, and I will make you a mu​sician." The law school says, "Follow me, and I will make you a lawyer." Christ says, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men."

The Church's business is the salva​tion of souls. Some people don't think so. The other day a certain minister wrote in an outstanding paper that the church is a place for people to come in and rest, and they should not have their souls disturbed by any hell preaching. They are to come in and rest and relax, and go away feeling good. But God's Word says that the purpose of the church is to win souls unto the Lord Jesus Christ. The church is not a place for a rest‑cure! It is a place where souls are to come to Christ. A place for militant, burning, blazing preaching, so that Christians will be inspired to win others for the Lord. That is what the Church is for! That is what Jesus Christ came into this world for. He died on the Cross to open up Salvation to us. A church not doing this---not holding forth the Plan of Salvation to sinners--‑has no right to be called a church of Jesus Christ.

I read in a church bulletin not long ago: "Members received this year, none. Members dismissed, none. Dead, none. Married, none. Amount given to missions, none. Pastor's salary, nothing. Pray for us, brethren, that we may hold our own during the coming year!"

On the other hand, many preachers report only the bright, well sounding things.

Some preachers I know are realistic and honest about conditions in their church. I was with a man of God re​cently who said publicly to his people, "We do not want more `church mem​bers.' We are not interested in getting more members in this church." (He wasn't unkind about it. He is a loving man. He has a growing enthusiastic church and his people love him.) But this pastor said, "We have three hun​dred church members on the roll who are not worth ten cents to the church, and I mean it. Anyone else can have them. This church needs people who will fulfill the purpose for which God saved them‑--to be fishers of men!"

It is because of "dead" church mem​bers that a lot of the isms and schisms have sprung up. Fads of all sorts have come into the church and have taken people's eyes off Jesus Christ, and any​thing that will take a person away from Christ comes from Satan. The devil's business is to inspire people not to pray and be decent and serve God. Any doctrine or teaching that does not advocate Jesus Christ as the Saviour of men is of the devil. The devil, God says, transforms himself into an angel of light, just to fool the people, to make them think he is zealous for righteous​ness when he doesn't have any right​eousness to begin with. That is why many people in our churches go chas​ing after some spiritual fad instead of doing God's will and going out after souls to bring them to Christ. Even some preachers do everything else but win souls to the Lord. Some radio pro​grams are like that. Some preachers would rather be accepted in society and be popular with worldly church mem​bers than be true to God and His Word. In some churches the people are afraid of any preacher who will "talk religion to them." Well, that is a preacher's business! But "talking religion" is no more MY business, than it is YOUR business, if you are a real Christian. It is no more the business of the preach​er to talk religion to others, than it is the business of the Sunday school teacher or any other rank‑and‑file Christian.

I was talking long‑distance to a friend the other day about a certain matter.  Then he said. "You remember that man I asked you to pray for the other night before you left?" I said, "Yes." He said, "Well, I led him to Christ in my office just a few moments ago."

Thank God for a businessman who has time to win a soul for Jesus. Most businessmen have their minds so much on the dollar that they rarely think of their business as Christians!

You know, God says that we should SEEK FIRST the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these other things shall be ADDED UNTO US. That is a blank check, for any amount we want to fill in! Oh, if we would only put Him and His work, first! I know businessmen who have proven this is so. So it is just as much YOUR business to win a soul to Christ as a preacher's. An army general cannot do all the fighting while the soldiers sit around and talk. Everybody in God's army, too, is to do something. If you are a Christian, either you are a fisher of men or you aren't. If you are NOT fishing for men, then you aren't fol​lowing Christ! A true follower of the Lord Jesus fishes for men! And the "wise" man, God's Word says„ is the person who "wins souls". Proverbs 11:30.

Now what is the church's business? To build a big edifice? To provide a "rest home"? Is it just a place to re​lax tension? To preach psychiatry? To amuse people with after‑dinner jokes? Or is it a place to hold up CHRIST? To WIN men to Christ? I say, "win": why WIN them if they are not LOST? And if they are lost, they need SAL​VATION. If there is no Hell to be saved from, let religion go out of busi​ness. There is no purpose in trying to SAVE a man if he isn't lost. There's no use trying to save a drowning man if he isn't drowning. Why save a soul from Hell if there IS NO HELL to be saved from? BUT IF THERE IS A HELL, we surely ought to be WARN​ING MEN about it, don't you think? Jesus did! Isaiah did! Paul did! All the prophets did! And as I pick up my Bible and read it, I find many pages of the Bible WARNING SIN​NERS ABOUT THEIR COMING DOOM. If we love souls then we will try to win them, won't we? If we love Christ, we will be about His business, fishing for men, won't we? The church's business, then, is to win souls to Christ. The WISE Christian will be about his Master's business!

"Well," you say, "there is a lot of controversy about that, preacher." Just you wait. You'd better do WHAT CHRIST SAYS. Don't pay attention to what some man says, or to what some group says, or to the way most people are acting. YOU‑D0‑WHAT ​CHRIST‑TOLD‑YOU‑TO‑DO. I'm afraid NOT to obey Him! I'm not afraid of those who speak against men of God. I'm not afraid of any preacher who stands up and announces publicly that he is no hell‑fire preacher. I'm not afraid of that sort of thing. I KNOW I AM DOING WHAT JESUS TOLD ME TO D0. If that preacher is wise, he will do what the Lord Jesus tells HIM to do, too! If there is no hell in the Bible, then let's throw the Bible away and do away with hell‑fire preaching, and let psychiatry and phil​osophy be the religion of the world! Let's just eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die, and either we are blotted out completely or we all go to heaven, and it's all over with.

But, friends! IF THE BIBLE IS TRUE, then people are IN SIN! IF GOD IS RIGHT, then souls ARE GO​ING TO HELL, and we are to WIN THEM. Oh, let's win precious souls to our Lord Jesus Christ!

Well, the whole world can say they don't believe it, but I am going to BE​LIEVE GOD!

You know what the Christian life is? It is talking for Christ, living for Christ. To live right is just part of it, friends, for the Lord said, "Ye shall be My WIT​NESSES." A witness speaks. We are to talk to others about HIM. We are to warn others and bring them to Him. God said to Ezekiel, "Hear the Word at My Mouth and warn them, for Me." There is something in God that the sinner must be afraid of, till he gets right with God. God's RIGHTNESS, God's HOLINESS, demands that He punish SIN. And all have sinned! Let's be about our BUSINESS, then, of talking to others about the salvation God has for them in Christ and bring others to Jesus Christ by our life. We are to live for Him AND speak for Him.

In these days, some churches have two meetings a year called revivals, and that's about all they have in the way of getting people saved. I wonder, friend, about your church. Have you had a real revival, a real emphasis on evangelism, evangelistic sermons, a real invitation to people to come and accept Christ as their personal Saviour and Lord? Thank God for it if you are in such a church. But if you are not, start praying for revival! God can use your prayers to revive a church, to re​vive even the preacher if he has no burning concern for souls.

The other day I heard the testimony of a Gospel minister. He was in this city several years ago for a convention of our fellow Baptist pastors. At that time

he wasn't on fire for souls. He came to our broadcast one morning, and God touched his heart. That man went back to his city and preached with burning zeal for souls. His people say that he came back a different preacher. The church has become a different church. Over the years now God has used him to win many souls to Christ. (Just now he is face to face with a seeming tragedy although actually there is no "tragedy" for a child of God). It is a time of severe testing in his own life. He wrote me the other day and said, "Thank God for the years I have been true to Christ, true to souls. I am glad my eyes were opened! I'm glad I was set on fire for the Lord."

I am thinking now of a certain preacher who was dying. He was very ill, and as he lay there he looked back over his life and realized he had been a time‑server, and had been look​ing at what men think and say, with​out loving them and giving them GOD'S WORD, without meditating in the Word and preaching for souls. He hadn't been a soul‑winner. He had been a jolly, well‑met, and affable speaker. The church services were more like a social meeting. He reflected on the way he had been UNTRUE to God! He realized how far short he had come as a "minister of the Gospel of Christ.” His soul burned within him and he wept bitter tears over the wasted years. He wrote in the fly‑leaf of his Bible, "I am resolved, when I get off this bed, to go back into my pulpit and be a SOUL‑WINNER." Well, that was good, but the trouble was, he didn't get off that bed. He did not know how seriously ill he was. The doctor did not tell him. Loved ones didn't tell him. In a month's time his soul left his body and he went into Eternity. As he was dying he said, "I've wasted my life . . . I've wasted my life!"

Friend, I want to be true to Jesus, don't you? As a minister, I want to be TRUE. As a Christian, I want to be TRUE. Don't you?

Determine today that you will be whatever He wants you to be. He wants you to be a fisher of men! Seek preci​ous souls for Christ! Even TODAY you can win a soul for Christ.

A lady told me after a meeting one night recently that by God's help, from then on, she was going to spend the rest of her life seeking to bring souls to Christ. That's the way I want to spend my life, whatever days He gives me. Don't you? Give Him your life today, to be a soul‑winner! Will you do it?
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