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Ephesians 5

Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Ephesians, chapter 5, and we are studying today a very important passage of God's Word. I am speaking about THE HOME. We want to think about the CHRISTIAN HOME, the home that God blesses.

THE HOME is the greatest institu​tion on the face of the earth. Today, we are in a time of national crisis. Today we are worried about the con​dition of the world. We are worried about war. We are worried about our nation. But actually the fundamental problem is not with our nation. The results of the problem SHOW UP in the nation, but fundamentally it is not the nation, as such, that is at fault. Let me remind you also that the Church is not altogether the problem. To be sure, there is a declension in many places in the Church. Many of our churches are not measuring up to what Christ wants them to be and there are evidences of apostasy abroad in the Church today, a lowering of standards, a failing to measure up to the Word of God and obedience to Christ. All of that is true. But funda​mentally the trouble is not with the nation, and it is not with the Church; the trouble is with THE HOME. It is THE HOME that God has particular​ly focused His blessings upon, in order that He might bless THE WORLD. As THE HOME goes, so goes the nation; and as THE HOME goes, so goes the Church. THE HOME is the great unit of God's revelation and manifestation of blessing in the world, and real CHRISTIAN HOMES would make a blessed Church; real CHRISTIAN HOMES would make a blessed nation. 

In the Beginning

God in the Beginning did not create "nations," as such. He did not create "the Church," as such. God created THE HOME, in the Beginning. We read in the Book of Genesis how God made the home. You remember, He brought the woman to the man. He gave the command that they should be FOR HIM and should multiply in the earth. "The Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept. And God took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh thereof. And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made He a woman, and He brought her unto the man. And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. She shall be called Woman because she was taken out of man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed."

We have there the UNIT of God's blessing which He created in the Be​ginning. He didn't create nations in the Beginning. He could have. Instead of creating one man and one woman, He could have created THOUSANDS of men and women very easily, just as He created so many of the plants and animals and the stars by the millions and billions. God could have POPU​LATED the earth in the Beginning. But He didn't do it. So the NATION is not the great institution of God's blessing. The Church is not the first institution of God's blessing. I am not belittling the nation nor the Church, of course. They are vital in their particular place. But let me say again that the ONE GREAT INSTITUTION of blessing which God created was the HOME, a man and a woman, whom He com​manded to multiply and to raise their families in the nurture and fear and admonition of the LORD. I say again, as our HOMES go, so go our churches. As our HOMES go, so goes our nation. So let us not blame the nation nor the Church, but THE HOME for the con​dition of the Church and the nation today. If we had GOD-FEARING HOMES where husband and wife had family altars, read the Bible and pray​ed together, then we would have homes for the glory of God, and a blessed Church and a blessed nation!

An Experience

Only last night I had in my study a man from a broken home. His wife had called me and said, "My husband wants to see you." It was impossible to see him at that particular time, so we made the appointment for last night. Well, the husband called. He wanted desperately to see me. I thought that was a good sign. I did not know at the time that it was he, the man, who particularly needed to get right with God and was the main cause of the trouble in this home. People say, "There are always two sides to every ques​tion." Not always, friends. It wasn't true in this case. I believe that in back of every broken home is ONE INDIVIDUAL that got the ball roll​ing in the wrong direction and will be blamed with the destruction of that home. I believe that with all my heart because of the experiences I have seen. Well, these friends came to see me last night, and at ten o'clock in the church study I had the privilege of leading this man to Christ. He didn't try to ex​onerate himself. He simply said, "I've been drinking, and I want to get right with God, and I've come for you to pray with me. We've had trouble in our home. There have been separations." I learned that there were three prec​ious little girls in that home. One of them was there in the room with them, a darling little girl, and a fourth child was coming. Well, I had the privilege of sitting down and talking with these friends and I found that the wife was a real, earnest Christian. The main problem was with the husband. He had been drinking, running with the wrong crowd, and she wouldn't stand for it. She saw her home being broken, and she had courage enough to face it at the very first and get rid of that problem that would have wrecked her home. That is the thing for wives and mothers to do. If you let it go, finally a man will get to the place where he has no respect for himself, his name, his home, his children, or anything else. And then he goes down. But if you catch it in the beginning you can do something about it. 

This man knelt with me and accepted Jesus as his Saviour, with tears. I said to him, "God Al​mighty is going to hold you account​able for these precious children. God has given you a mind to be educated, a body to feed, and a soul that shall spend eternity either in heaven or hell. God is going to hold accountable first, you, sir, then your wife. Husband and wife were the original institution God created, and God is going to hold you, first of all, responsible for the souls of your CHILDREN. If you get a divorce and break your home and these children perish, not only will there be blood on your own souls but the souls of your children will be involved." It is written in the Word of God, "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it." Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Nurture them in the things of the Lord, not in the things of the world. This dear man saw it. Thank God for his kneel​ing in humility and receiving Christ as his Saviour. They left my study and walked out of the church hand in hand, with that precious little girlie stumbling along beside them. Husband and wife! Oh, how the devil likes to get in and BREAK UP a home!

I reminded them that two things are necessary for a happy home. One is LOVE FOR GOD, and the other is LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER. If you have a man who loves God, and a wife who loves God, it is very EASY for them to love one another. Then it takes loving actions, loving attitudes, loving deeds one toward another, not think​ing of self but of the other party, to make happiness in the home. Wherever there is selfishness and one member thinks only of himself, there will be trouble in that home. Yes, God Almighty made one man for one wo​man. When He created this institution of THE HOME, He did not make three women for one man, or three men for one woman. So polygamy is out. God made one man for one woman. That is the great institution of God's blessing on the earth, the institution through which God planned to reveal HIMSELF to the world. Not through a nation, not through the Church, but through THE HOME.

DESTROYERS OF THE HOME 

Now let me remind you of some of the DESTROYERS of the home to​day. WHY are so many homes being destroyed?

The Devil

First of all, there is Satan, the devil. He is lurking in the background, even at the wedding ceremony! So often at a wedding ceremony we think only of the JOY of the occasion. It is a joyous occasion, the wedding bells, the play​ing of tricks. There is joy in the heart to hear the music of the wedding march, and see the bride coming down the aisle on the arm of her father, and the bridegroom come with his eyes fixed on his bride. They come together and join hands, and then the preacher in the ceremony solemnly and sweet​ly before God unites them in the bonds of holy matrimony. Tears of joy well up in our eyes. There is a resurgence of blessing! There is something un​usually blessed about a sweet wedding ceremony, young people starting out to​gether, beginning a home. So often in the joy of that occasion we forget that the DEVIL is there! Don't you forget it, HE IS THERE. The devil KNOWS that if he can only BLIGHT that home, WITHER that home, wither their LOVE for one another, if he can only BREAK UP that home, he will have SOULS! He will have the soul of the husband, the wife, and the children that usually proceed from such a union.

The devil is a destroyer of homes. He is back, ACTUALLY, in the back​ground, trying to pull the strings! On the other hand, there stands Jesus Christ, Who says, "Walk with Me, and I will bless you." I have said it lit​erally to multitudes of people, that next to the salvation of your soul, your own personal salvation, TO HAVE A HAPPY HOME is the greatest thing in the world that a man can have. To have a happy home. When your child​ren grow up and leave the home, how wonderful it is if they can come back and say to you, as I've heard my loved ones say, "Dad, I thank God for the way you have raised me. Dad and Mother, you set the right example for me. You led me in the ways of the Lord, had family altar, trained me in God's way." Oh, to be sure, we are far from perfect. The children don't mean that at all, but they do know that we TRIED to raise them for CHRIST. That is precious! Because I know this: when your children grow up and go away from home (as they will someday), they will be out ON THEIR OWN in the big, wicked world. Many young people "go under" while they are yet in their teens, in young manhood and young womanhood, and the seed of it is sown IN THE HOME, where there has been no true worship of God! Our crime wave among young people is mounting each year, and there are two things characteristic---this was brought out by a judge in Chicago: either they came from an unhappy home, broken, or where there was di​vorce, or argument, or no love; OR, they did not attend Sunday School and Church regularly. Sometimes both. Wherever you have a HAPPY home, AND attendance at Sunday and Church regularly, you just don't HAVE juve​nile crime. You don't have young people getting into trouble that amounts to anything. Satan is a destroyer of the home and he is out to break up the home by keeping people from God's House, by keeping parents from taking the lead, as they are to do. One of the most tragic things in the world, which is a commentary on this evil hour in which we live and one reason I say WE ARE NOT in a revival, is this sol​emn fact, that we are winning CHILD​REN to Christ WHOSE PARENTS are not only unsympathetic with their coming to Jesus but who definitely resist their coming to the Lord, to Sun​day School and Church, and their want​ing to be baptized and live for Christ.

My beloved friends, a happy home is one of the greatest things in the world, and remember these two things. We will HAVE happy homes if we will love God and love one another (hus​band and wife) and love our children, and if we will have a family altar in the home and pray together. A family altar is very simple. Just fix the time of day, get a Bible, read a chapter, kneel, children pray, mother pray, dad pray. If your children hear you call their names to God, they'll never get away from it as long as they live. They'll never get away from it. They'll remember, "My dad and mother prayed for me." THAT IS THE GREATEST HERITAGE A CHILD CAN HAVE. And to ROB a child of that is to be not only a destroyer of the body and mind, but of the SOUL of the child. God help us to have GODLY HOMES!

We have talked about the HOME as being the institution of God's bless​ing upon earth and about Satan being a destroyer of the home. We have called attention to the fact that Satan is lurking in the background, seeking to use his influence to keep people from having happy homes, Christian homes. That is what he wants. God Almighty in the Book of Genesis tells us that a man is to leave his father and mother and cleave to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. GOD ordained sacred marriage. GOD gave the first bride away! GOD created woman and brought her to the man as a help​meet, one equal with him in that won​derful union. Now what are some of the DESTROYERS of this union? Let us look at them quickly so we'll un​derstand and be on our guard against it, friends.

Divorce

One destroyer of the home is DI​VORCE. Divorce is an enemy of the home, a destroyer of the home. Did you know that America has more di​vorces than France? France is known to be a very wicked nation, yet AMERICA has more divorces than France. There for a while recently one out of every three-and-a-half mar​riages ended in the DIVORCE courts. Grinding out divorces, broken homes, breaking up what God says man is to have. Divorce wrecks homes. It is the work of the devil. The husband goes one way, the wife goes another, and child​ren go the way of the world. Divorce is a terrible thing. GOD SAYS, "I HATE PUTTING AWAY." That means divorce. "I HATE IT." The reason God hates it? Because it destroys that which is good and holy in men's lives. Don't you ever look at divorced people, friends, and say, "That man and that woman, free of the bonds of matri​mony---they're the happy ones!" Don't kid yourself. Any man or wo​man who is divorced (if they tell you the truth), when they are on their beds at the midnight hour and think over their lives, ARE SORRY for what​ever came to break up a happy home. It is not a happy situation. Marriage is worth perpetuating. Marriage is worth working at. And I want to re​mind you that you have to work at it. You have to WORK at love--- it doesn't just happen. Before we were married we loved our loved ones. There was nothing too good for them. We gave them gifts and called them on the tele​phone and told them we loved them and wrote them letters and spoke kind words. We wouldn't have thought of ARGUING with someone we wanted to marry. We wouldn't have thought of saying ugly things to someone we want​ed to marry. No, we WANTED that girl; we WANTED that man. So we were kind. We were gracious. We were courteous. We were loving, in at​titude and action. We didn't think of ourselves. We thought of THEM. Well, when the OPPOSITE of that begins to take place, after marriage, we are headed for the rocks! Because the SAME THINGS that MAKE a marri​age and bring two people together in love, will SUSTAIN a marriage---lov​ing attitudes, loving actions, unselfish attitudes toward the other person. The opposite of that leads to DIVORCE, and leads to the destruction of this sacred institution of marriage, which God has given as a blessing to the world and to men.

Unfaithfulness

The next is UNFAITHFULNESS on the part of a member of the marriage. You walked down that aisle, and you promised before God that you would forsake all others for your loved one, and you haven't done it. You've gone to the arms of another---and TRAG​EDY is there---unfaithfulness! It BREAKS UP marriage. It makes for unhappiness. Unfaithfulness is wicked​ness.

The other day in the column of a newspaper in a certain city (it wasn't this city) a young girl wrote in. She was in distress. She had been going steady with a boy and a little child was to be born, and she said, "What am I going to do? Shall I go to the family doctor? Shall I call somebody else? What should I do about this? If I don't find a way out, they are going to find my body in the river!" An eigh​teen-year-old girl. Now that wasn't un​faithfulness to a MARRIAGE con​tract, but it was yielding to things of the flesh OUTSIDE of that which was right. And the result was tragedy. She said, "We can't be married just now." Well, inevitably that is going to HURT that marriage. Now there have been many healed. This girl can come out of it, particularly if she has parents who are sympathetic and loving, as they ought to be, and particularly if they are Christians. They ought to help her cover it up, and help that child back to the Lord and the things of the Lord. But, my friends, let me remind you that that sort of thing so many, many times brings a WALL between two people. There has been many a girl who has yielded to sin in a situa​tion like that and thought everything would be fine, AND THEN found out that it WASN'T fine and it DIDN'T turn out all right. When will we learn that RIGHT IS RIGHT and WRONG IS WRONG? And that when we DO WRONG in the eyes of God and soc​iety, trouble is INEVITABLE? There is a way back for that girl, don't mis​understand me. There have been many who have come back, thank God. But there have been many homes DES​TROYED by such actions before mar​riage.

Unfaithfulness to the MARRIAGE contract, the husband going to the arms of another, the wife going to the arms of another. Why, people are doing those things today and never saying anything about it. Terrible experiences' I want to remind you that unfaith​fulness BREAKS UP a home. There are still IDEALS in marriage, and God expects us to be true to them.

In that same column the other day a woman brazenly wrote (I thought, how can a creature become as HARD as this?) that she had been married a long time and had had affairs with six other men, FRIENDS of her hus​band. The affairs died out. They burned out. "But we are still friends," she said. "Nothing ever came of it." Something HAS come of it! She may not realize it now, but a person who takes that attitude toward marriage​ that if you can GET BY with anything, it is all right---is going to have TROU​BLE.

I want to tell you, my friends that it pays to be FAITHFUL. Sooner or later a person has got to FACE DEATH and FACE GOD. And as you get older, these old skeletons come out of the closet. A young person may not think a thing about it. A young person may try to justify himself and say that it is all through the books and magazines, suggested right and left. But may I remind you that this "idealizing" of UNFAITHFULNESS in modern litera​ture and in plays and so forth can do nothing but bring pain and agony. I say that to you in LOVE. UNFAITH​FULNESS is a DESTROYER of the home! Many a woman has been unfaith​ful to her husband, and when the thing came to light the husband turned his back on her. And, vice versa. Now I am not blaming. I am not deriding. I am trying to be HELPFUL. I want to say to you in this day of "loose living" that IT PAYS TO BE FAITHFUL. There is a wonderful feeling in your heart if you have been true to your marriage vows, true to your wife, true to your GOD.

Drunkenness

Another destroyer of the home is DRUNKENNESS. I was in Detroit, Michigan, not long ago in a revival meeting, and one night as I returned from the meeting to the hotel (it was about 10:30 at night) and started to​ward the door, a creature approached me out of the darkness. I say a crea​ture; it was a man. He was ill-clad. His hair was matted. His body was mis​shaped and broken and twisted, and he shuffled along, dragging that broken body. He came up to me asking for money to buy drink. You could smell the drink on him. Somebody's CHILD, one time, in his mother's arms! There he was on skid row in Detroit. What he COULD have BEEN, if it hadn't been for LIQUOR! You know, there's noth​ing good in liquor. Absolutely nothing.

The other day I was visiting in the hospital. One of my friends was ser​iously ill. The doctor came to her (she was very bright that day) and teasingly said to her, "You'd better quit your drinking!" She is an earnest Christian woman, and she hadn't been doing any drinking, and she said, "What do you mean?" Then he told her, "I've just been dealing with a person who has been drinking, and if people only un​derstood that liquor has such an awful, detrimental effect on the liver (wholly apart from other things---home, morals, religion), they'd leave the stuff alone." What an awful thing LIQUOR is. I can still see that poor, twisted man, shuffl​ing around in the dark, dragging that body, in Detroit. I'll see that in my mind until I get to heaven! God, save him! I wish you friends would pray for him. God, SAVE that man! Yes, liquor, drunkenness, is a DESTROYER of the home. Many a home has been DESTROYED because of strong drink. 

Worldliness

Then, WORLDLINESS is a destroyer of the home. And by "worldliness" I mean theatres, books, shows, people, places, ANYTHING that draws one AWAY from a real, genuine, spiritual worship of God, and away from a happy home, and away from Sunday School and Church. That is "worldliness," boiled down to practicality. Anything that DRAWS ONE AWAY FROM GOD is worldliness. It is not to be counten​anced for a single moment. Worldly books, for instance. Look over your bookshelves and see if you've got a bad book in the bunch.

I remember reading one time a ser​mon by Dr. George W. Truett, in which he spoke of the awful influence of ONE BAD BOOK. You don't hear that any​more---"bad books."

Not long ago I heard over the radio a discussion between a panel and an outstanding novelist of this present hour whose novels are wicked, salac​ious, suggestive of immorality and evil. A woman panelist said, "Sir, I under​stand that your books are labeled as being pornographic." (That means very dirty, about evil things, immoral things.) And this author, trying to defend him​self, said, "Well, a writer MUST WRITE LIFE AS IT IS. We mustn't slur over part of it. We must tell the whole story, give the whole picture." They were the DEVIL'S words, of course, because it is certainly sowing the wind and reaping the whirlwind. 

Unspiritual Lives

Another thing that is a destroyer of the home is UNSPIRITUAL LIVES. I am thinking now of unspiritual SPEECH.

You take a home where the husband ARGUES with the wife and the wife with the husband. That doesn't make for security in a child. A child loves his Daddy and loves his Mother, and when he sees them ARGUING with each other and the sparks flying, he is torn between two loves, and oh, how it rends the soul of a child, the mind of a child. ARGUING! We had some friends, a couple, who spent the night with us one night years ago, and they ARGUED until two o'clock in the morning. And you know, that home almost went on the rocks. There came a time when it was ALMOST on the rocks.

Then, profanity in the home. I used to live in a certain place where there was a man who was profane, even before his children. His little boy, who could scarcely talk, COULD CURSE; he could curse just like a wicked man of the world. It was horrible to see that lovely boy, that lad, his mouth filled with obscenities and evil that he had learned from his own daddy. Let me tell you the rest of the story. The wife left that man. The children left that man. That man was left alone. Yet one time I said to him„ "Let's go to church," years ago, when he still had his wife and children around him. He said, "I can go to CHURCH when I can't go anywhere else!" He snarled at me like that. I said, "O.K., you don't HAVE to go. You are making your own CHOICE." I went to see him not long ago, in a home, all alone. The home was unswept and dirty. No wife, no children around him. Beer cans all over the place. I HOPE that man will come to Christ, because EVEN YET the Saviour will SAVE him if he will only trust Him. I thought, what a tragic thing for a man! Profanity, unspiritual WORDS, are destroyers of the home.

May God help us to see the things that DESTROY our homes, and help us to guard against them and have CHRISTIAN homes, and happiness now and hereafter!

PART III-DUTIES OF HUSBAND, WIFE AND CHILDREN 

We have dealt with Satan, divorce, unfaithfulness to the marriage vows, drunkenness, worldliness, an unspiritual atmosphere in the home, unspiritual speech, argument and profanity, as DESTROYERS of the home.

Lies and Gossip Continuing now, concerning unspirit​ual SPEECH. I call your attention to LIES and GOSSIP. A child knows when a parent tells a lie. It must be an awful thing for a child to hear a parent tell a lie and know it's a lie. Then, gossip! Sitting at the telephone and running down other people's lives. A child hears that, and it affects the child. Unspiritual speech helps to break up a home. "By our words we shall be justified and by our words con​demned." How important it is, friends, that you and I be careful about our SPEECH. When a word is spoken, it cannot be recalled, let's remember that. God's Word WARNS us about OUR WORDS! (We are going to deal with that before long on a broadcast, from the Book of James.)

Immodesty

And then, there is IMMODESTY in the home. Immodesty! Immodest dress. A mother dresses immodestly. Or the husband. One of my friends, who is a Christian, has yielded to some of the customs of this present world. It is pitiful the way he and his wife dress around their children. Friends, immod​esty is a SIN. The Bible reveals it so. God CLOTHED man's nakedness.

You know I was visiting in an in​stitution for the insane in Ohio one time, and they took, me upstairs and showed me, through little iron bars in a little window a man, who had been there for seventeen years, not a stitch of clothing on his body, in solitary con​finement. His mind was gone. But when that man saw us looking through that little aperture at him, he COWER​ED over in a corner, trying to hide his shame.

I thought, what a terrible hour we live in, when even an insane man real​izes there is such a thing as immodesty and shame. Yet a lot of people think there is "no such thing." I want to remind you that there IS SUCH A THING as shame, and in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve were naked they HID from the Eyes of God with a sense of SHAME, and God slew animals and took coats of skin and CLOTHED them. God clothed them! And ever since, man has been trying to break down that fact. My friend, listen to me. You may not be ashamed now. You may say, "Everybody's doing it!" But I want to say to any individual listening to me who has that modern, behaviouristic idea that nothing is shameful anymore, and that there is no such thing as immodesty, GOD'S WORD IS TRUE, and you may not hide NOW, but WHEN YOU SEE THE EYES OF A HOLY GOD as did Adam and Eve, you'll try to hide from His eyes! You'll have a sense of shame!

Immodesty! The other day in a cer​tain city the manager of a grocery store had to ask a woman to leave his store, she was so immodestly clothed. The woman grew angry and raged at the manager. He said, "I'm sorry, but it's our rules. It's our RULES." I want to tell you, friends, that any woman who will go down to the grocery store in immodest apparel is not worthy of the name that is a precious name to us, the name of "Mother" and "Wo​man." And the Bible BACKS US UP on this thing. When Adam and Eve saw their nakedness they were ashamed and hid from the Eyes of God, and God CLOTHED their nakedness. God help us to understand this and to live holy lives and have a SPIRITUAL ATMOS​PHERE in the home. We CAN have a spiritual atmosphere. Let us realize that immodesty is a destroyer of the home.

Neurotic Attitudes

The next thing I want to remind you about is A NEUROTIC ATTITUDE! Mothers and dads that are talking all the time about their aches and pains and pills that can wreck a home. It isn't right for children to come up in a neu​rotic atmosphere. Every once in a while you hear a little child say, "I'm so NERVOUS today!" Imitating mother, aping mother's language, or daddy's language. I know that sickness is not easy. I recognize that. But God help us to realize our influence upon others when we go around neurotically

COMPLAINING all the time. Former President Hoover has said that as we get older we ought to keep busy, for if we don't keep busy we'll be constantly talking about our aches and pains and pills. And Hoover is bear​ing it out, for he is working right on till this day.

What Makes for a Happy Home 

We have dealt with the fact that the home is the institution of God's blessing on the earth, greater than the nation or the Church, because if the HOME is spiritual the nation will be spiritual and the Church will be spirit​ual and the world will be spiritual. God's institution of blessing was the HOME. God didn't start with a nation, or the Church, He started with A HOME. Now let's look for a moment and see WHAT MAKES for a happy home.

In Ephesians, chapter 5, God deals specifically with wives and husbands and children. Ephesians 5:22. "Wives, submit yourselves unto your own hus​bands as unto the Lord. For the hus​band is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the Head of the Church and he is the Saviour of the body." The husband is the head of the wife, the head of the home, even as Christ is the Head of the Church.

Now I didn't write that. We are liv​ing in an uxorious age. I mean by that, an age when women are given a prom​inent position. They tell us today that salesmen beam their sales toward wo​men because WOMEN CONTROL the mass of money, CONTROL the pocket​books, CONTROL the money in the home today, the buying largely. So smart businessmen beam their advertis​ing about automobiles and utensils and utilities and nearly everything else to​ward the WOMEN. Well, God didn't plan it that way. God planned it that the HUSBAND be the head of the home. Everything under the curse has to have a head. The Head of the Church is Christ. Even Christ will subject Him​self unto the Father that God may be all in all. First Corinthians 15. Even Christ subjects Himself to the Father, and He is CO-EQUAL with the Father, Deity subjecting Himself to Deity. And so, the wife to the husband, in the home. The HUSBAND is the head of the home, according to this: "As the Church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands. . . " In SOME things? No...... In EVERY THING." In everything, the husband is the head of the woman. There has got to be headship, and there it is.

Well, I know some husbands are wringing their hands with glee! One fellow learned this the other day when the Sunday School lesson was being taught, and the next morning, the wife said, he got up early and started reading her this passage of Scripture! We laugh at that. But actually, God cannot bless unless we go His Way.

Husband, your time is coming! And here it is. "Husbands, LOVE your wiv​es." Well, how much? "Even as Christ also loved the Church and GAVE HIM​SELF for it." A woman won't fear to have as the head of the home a hus​band who loves her as Christ loved the Church! She won't fear if she has a husband who LOVES her. God made women with LOVE as the paramount thing in their lives. God made it so. Their WHOLE LIFE centers around that one word---love to husband, love to family. Oh, I know, the devil has brought in this modern idea of women working, and oh, the sin and corruption that has come of it. I am not trying to be smart. GOD SAYS SO. God says He wants women to stay at home and take care of the home and children. It is Scriptural. There are some situations, of course, where women MUST work. But God didn't plan it that way. It isn't the IDEAL thing.

"Husbands, LOVE your wives, even as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for it." Husband, how long has it been since you told your wife you loved her? How long has it been since you did some loving, kind thing for her? (My, my, how different it would be if we carried that admon​ition into effect.) You say, "Well, she KNOWS I love her." No, she DOES​N'T; she wants to HEAR it! Every​body loves to HEAR that they are lov​ed.

"So ought men to love their wives, as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. No man yet hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and cher​isheth it, even as the Lord the Church." Which means that a husband should CHERISH his wife. "For we are mem​bers of His Body and His Flesh and His Bones. For this cause (he is quot​ing Genesis) shall a man LEAVE his father and mother and begin a new home and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh." TWO becoming ONE, one in ambition, in love, in promise, in purpose, in every​thing. "This is a great mystery. I speak concerning Christ and the Church. Nevertheless, let every one of you in particular SO LOVE HIS WIFE, even as himself, and the wife see that she reverence her husband."

There we have it friends. That is God's Word. And the wife and husband who DARE to take God at His Word WILL HAVE A HAPPY HOME.

And now, CHILDREN. "Children, OBEY your parents." Disobedience is a characteristic today, and parents LEND to that very thing. "Children, OBEY your parents, for this is right." It is the right thing to do. Always DO RIGHT and you won't have anything to worry about. "Honor thy father and mother, which is the first command​ment with promise." The first com​mandment God gave, that had a prom​ise attached to it, was to children to honor their father and mother. What was the promise? God would see to it that it would be well with them in life and they would live long on the earth. So God attached a promise to the com​mandment for children to obey their parents, children who honor their fath​er and mother.

"And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." Nurture them in the things of the Lord and in the WARNINGS of the Lord, which means to bring them up in the Bible and have a fam​ily altar and take them to Sunday School and Church. Fathers, don't pro​voke your children to wrath. When God says, "Children obey your par​ents," it doesn't mean that the par​ent is to be an AUTOCRAT and say, "Do this!" and growl. No, neither does it mean that you are to love your child with an over sentimentality that does​n't require them to obey. There is a happy balance there. It means that when you have to correct your children, you will help them to UNDERSTAND WHY they are being corrected. You are not simply to provoke them to wrath. A parent who LOVES his child will not provoke him to wrath.

A CHRISTIAN HOME. A CHRIST​IAN HOME! It is wonderful to have a Christian home, where the husband is the Head of the entire household and where there is LOVE FOR CHRIST and LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER.
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