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Ephesians 1:20

In Ephesians 1:20 I want to read to you today a passage of Scripture and speak to you on "The Christian Ex​alted to God's Right Hand."

Think about a man being exalted to God's right hand! For we've all SIN​NED. We have come short of the glory of God. We deserve nothing but the judgment of God. But God, in His mercy and grace, has made a way whereby all sinners---EVERY SINNER---can be SAVED and LIFTED and EXALTED to His own right hand in the heavenly places.

So we have here the Christian ex​alted to God's right hand in Ephesians 1:20-23.

First of all, we have THE EXALT​ED CHRIST. To many people Jesus isn't alive. He IS alive. He is alive right now. He is as REAL as you are. You can get in touch with Him, and He will BE as real as you are, if you will only SEEK Him with all your heart. The exalted Christ!

Now men crucified Jesus and laid Him away in a tomb, but the grave could not hold its prey. Jesus CAME OUT. A grave cannot hold GOD. You know that. So Jesus came forth. And here is what we read about it in verse 20: "God wrought in Christ (His mighty Power) when He raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places." There we have the exalted Christ.

In the Book of Ephesians this word "heavenly" means a spiritual world, a heavenly world. There is a physical world round about us to which our physical senses respond if they are awakened, made alive, made respon​sive to that spiritual world.

The Lord Jesus came OUT of the spiritual world, moved INTO the physi​cal world (the realm of touch and taste and sight and the various physi​cal senses of men) and the world SAW Him. They touched and handled Him, live that miraculous life. They saw the Lord Jesus Christ. They saw Him die that atoning death. They saw Him after He was raised from the dead and lived on earth forty days and forty nights. They saw Him as He ascended back to heaven from the Mount of Olives. All that is historical. All that was in Time. All of that was physical.

But the Lord Jesus, on the Mount of Olives, suddenly disappeared FROM THE SIGHT of those witnesses. A cloud, God's Word says, took up under Him and removed Him from their SIGHT. An angel said, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye here looking into the heavens? This same Jesus is com​ing again." He is not dead---He is alive forevermore! "He is coming again in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven."

Jesus is now at God's right hand. He is the exalted Christ rejected of men 2,000 years ago and generally re​jected of men today. Only 2% of the world's population is evangelical---Chris​tian today. The mass of mankind does not know this Christ. They do not know Him as their Saviour and Lord. They turn their backs on Jesus, most of those who have HEARD the Gospel. There are MULTITUDES of perishing souls! The Christian Church is still "a little flock," but JESUS is EXALTED at God's right hand. There He is to​day, and what is His occupation? "He ever liveth TO MAKE INTERCESSION for us." He lives to keep us sav​ed. When a Christian sins, Jesus goes to the Father in his behalf and he is kept saved, kept a Christian, by the constant intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is exalted at God's right hand, and JESUS IS LIVING this very moment in the spiritual realm.

When we BELIEVED in Christ we entered the SPIRITUAL realm as well as the physical, and the Christian life is carried on not only on the plane of the physical but also in the spiritual realm. Paul said, "Jesus Christ, Whom I serve in my spirit." Romans 1. All service for Jesus is not done physically. We DO it in this physical realm, but it is not physical. It is spiritual. We do not SEE HIM. We do it AS TO HIM in the SPIRITUAL REALM. We serve Christ. When we read the Bible, it is in the spiritual realm. When we wor​ship, it is the spiritual realm. When we win a soul, it is in the spiritual realm.

So there is a physical realm and there is a spiritual realm and Jesus, who came out of the spiritual INTO the physical and died for our sins and accomplished our redemption, has now gone back into the SPIRITUAL realm. I think you can translate (as far as I am concerned) that expression "heav​enly places" found here in Ephesians "the spiritual realm." It certainly would give to us the truth of the mat​ter of there being a spiritual and a physical realm. And Jesus is alive to​day at God's right hand. You KNOW God is alive, or there would be CHAOS in the Universe today. The Creator is ALIVE. No man has seen God at any time. Why? He is in the SPIRITUAL realm.

The spiritual is as real as the phy​sical. The physical is passing away, and we are going to enter into the spirit​ual before long. God says this heaven and earth is going to pass away, be destroyed. The heavenly bodies will melt with fervent heat, and the earth and all of its works shall be BURNED UP. In Revelation 20 John saw the present heaven and earth and sea PASS AWAY, and there was found no place for them---completely destroyed, ac​cording to the Word of God! You can't DESTROY the SPIRITUAL realm. Out yonder in the "heavenlies", in the SPIRITUAL realm, there are spiritual beings: angels, cherubim, liv​ing creatures, God, the Holy Spirit, Christ, AND PEOPLE, who when they lived on this earth loved God and serv​ed Him in the spiritual realm; people who, while they were here in their physical bodies, loved God and wor​shipped Him in spirit and in truth. They have been taken into the spirit​ual realm! Believe me, friend, there is a far greater population out yonder in the spiritual realm than you and I see on earth in the physical realm. There are only 2 1/2 billion people on earth. I say "only"---that is, a BIG FIGURE. But there are FAR MORE out yonder in the spiritual realm. 

Now if you and I are going to en​ter that realm, we must enter the straight and narrow gate that leads to life. We must walk the straight and narrow way if we are going to be EX​ALTED Christians.

We read that when Jesus ascended from the Mount of Olives God took Him to His own right hand. Ephesians 1:20. So the PLACE where Jesus is, is described, as "Gods own right hand."

The right hand of God, the place of power, the place of authority, the place of love. God, when the world re​jected His Son, EXALTED HIM to His own right hand! And, we read, He is FAR ABOVE all principality, power, might, dominion, and every name that is named, not only here but also in the world which is to come. JESUS is FAR ABOVE ALL. He is above all the angels! He is at the very right hand of GOD, above every principality and power and dominion, every spirit​ual personality. Jesus went up, up, up, up to God's right hand, and GOD is far above ALL.

Now when you and I ACCEPT CHRIST as our SAVIOUR, we are LIFTED not only out of the condemna​tion of slavery and sin and death and judgment and hell and the power of the devil, but we are LIFTED UP, up, up, far above ALL, to the right hand of God WITH CHRIST. We read in verse 22, "(God) hath put all things under His Feet, and gave Him to be the Head over all things to the Church, which is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all." The Church is Christ's Body. He is the Head. Wherev​er the Head goes, the Body has got to go. If we are the Body of Christ, then we are going to be WITH CHRIST. And He is far above all, ex​alted at God's right hand!

What an amazing GIFT that God Almighty offers to you today, whoever you may be. If you are not a Chris​tian, IF YOU WILL ACCEPT THIS CHRIST Who died for you, and Who is Saviour, then YOU will be exalted to living at God's right hand and have a happy eternity with Jesus. Will you TRUST HIM and ACCEPT Him today?
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