THE CALL TO SERVICE

Jesse M. Hendley

Isaiah 6:8

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Isaiah 6:8. Today we are discussing "The Call to Service." The Bible does not know about any​body who is seriously saved who does not serve. You are not saved by serving, but when you are saved, you will serve because you love God. People who do not love God and do not understand the Gospel will not serve. When we understand the Gos​pel as Isaiah saw it, we will want to serve.

The Gospel is just as clear as I know how to make it in the 6th chapter of Isaiah. Read it over and over again and see how he was saved. Then see how we are saved in the Book of Romans. It is the same way. How wonderful to know that.

In verse 8 we read, "Also I (Isaiah) heard the voice of the Lord, saying, whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me." Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord. God spoke words to him and he replied. "God wanted something of me, and because He had saved me, I would do anything for Him. When He said, whom shall I send' I said, “Here am I; send me," and He said, “Go.” Three speakings: the voice of the Lord to Isaiah; Isaiah back to the Lord; and then the Lord to Isaiah, "Go and tell."

"Go and Tell"

"Go, and tell. " These are impor​tant words. I want to call your attention to the fact that this is a call to service. He is not calling him to "Go and tell" in order to be saved. God did not tell Isaiah to "Go and tell, " until after he had seen his sin, cried out, "Woe is me!" and the Lord had purged his iniquity and cleansed his sin. Then God spoke to him about serving Him.

It is useless for a preacher to stand up and tell an audience of unsaved people who have never been born again (most of our church members are not born again, if we believe what most Christian conviction is today) to go and serve the Lord. An unsaved person doesn't know the Lord or doesn't want to know Him or doesn't want to do what He says. But when you really get saved and see that God saved you from sins, death, judg​ment, and hell, you will want to do anything in the world for the Lord. You will listen to His voice.

Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord, and he replied to that voice. He was in a position to hear. This was the first time in Isaiah's life that he could hear the voice of the Lord. He did not hear God's voice until his iniquity was purged.

The Bible says, "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know, them be​cause they are spiritually discerned" (I Corinthians 2:14). You must get saved before you can hear God's voice. That is why most people who read the Bible don't get anything out of it. They may know the words and form pictures of different things de​scribed, but they will never under​stand the spiritual content of the Scrip​tures until they are born again. No​body can.

"Salvation"

Read Romans chapter 4, where Paul the apostle wrote to the Romans about salvation. He called attention to the fact that, like Isaiah, Abraham didn't do anything to be saved. "For what saith the scripture?  Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness" (Romans 4:3). God said something to Abraham. Abraham believed it. God counted him righ​teous because he believed the Word of God.

Verse 4, "Now to him that work​eth is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.

Now here's salvation in verse 5, "But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." Do you want to be saved? Stop working to be saved and believe "on Him that justifieth the ungodly," and your faith will be "counted for righteousness." It was in Abraham's day and it is today. God counts faith for the works that we have all fouled up. Our lives have been fouled up by bad works, sin, and unbelief. So stop trying to be saved by what you do or don't do, and just believe that Christ died for you.

Verse 6, "Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteous without works." Many people are trying to work and they don't read this verse. Your salvation is apart from works. There is nothing you can to be saved. It is "not of yourself” it is "not of works" (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Verse 7, "Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered." That is from Psalm 32:1.

David committed adultery with Bathsheba. He was under condemna​tion. His little baby died. God's hand was heavy upon him. His juices of life were turned into the drought of sum​mer. He was the most miserable man you've ever seen. A man who knows God, but gets away from Him and gets into sin will be the most miser​able person on God's earth. David said, "Blessed are they whose iniqui​ties are forgiven, and whose sins are covered." The word for "covered" is exactly the same word that is used for “purged” in Isaiah. Sin taken away, sin covered---so God's eyes cannot see it.

Sin atoned for, sin obliterated, sin blotted out--- for God not only covers it and leaves it under the cover, but God destroys it. That's in Hebrews 9:26. Please memorize it if you are serious about salvation. Christ “put away sin (in the six hours he died on the cross) by the sacrifice of him​self.”  He destroyed my sins and your sins. He didn't have any. He “put away” your sins and mine and every human being's from the eyes of God, but it is no good until we believe God. 

"Assurance"

We must come as sinners and trust Jesus putting away our sins for us. When we do that, we won't depend on a preacher, or a wife, or a husband, or a son or daughter, or a dad or mother, or a friend to give us assur​ance. We have God's Word for it. What else do we need?

A friend of mine is a great soul​ winner. The other day a friend said to her, "Oh, if only God would do some​thing, I'd be assured of my salva​tion." She said, "He has done some​thing wonderful. He's given you His Word, but you don't believe it." She wanted God to do something else, but He's not going to do it.

A friend of mine said, "God has no Plan B, only Plan A." He gave Christ to die for our sins. It has already been done, now He expects us to believe it. If you believe Him, you will be saved from that time on. Then you can hear the voice of the Lord saying, "whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And you will go in the name of the Lord, knowing you are saved and you can tell other people they can know they are saved by trusting the blood atonement of Jesus, with the Word of God as their assurance that it is so.

If an angel were to tell you that you are saved today, you would believe him. Will you believe the apostle Paul and John and the Holy Spirit of God and God Almighty Who spoke through them and had it written in the Bible? Believe it.

"Serving God"

We have to be saved before we serve. When we are saved, we will serve in some measure. You say, "But the thief on the cross died and went straight to heaven." What do you think he is doing now? He is serving the Lord. You say, "Yes, but he is heaven." Suppose he had lived. Do you think he would not have served the Lord Who saved him from hell? No. He would have served Him down here. When you get saved down here, you will serve the Lord.

That parallels exactly to Ephesians 2:8-10. Paul talks about salvation "by grace through faith, not of yourselves, not of works, it's a gift of God." It's by God's grace and your simple faith, confidence, trust, reliance upon the Word of God, that Jesus died on the cross for your sins. Then he says in verse 10, "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. " Every per​son has a path of life, a planned life, that God wants him live for His glory. A path of good works---words to be spoken, people to be contacted and helped, souls to be won, money to be given to the Lord's work, the hungry to be fed, missionaries to be sent to the Gospel fields. On my, the work that needs to be done.

People everywhere are hurt​ing today. God is looking for people who will let Him save them and then let Him work through them this work of ser​vice. He actually does the work, but we must make the surrender to Him. We must want Him to do it, as we shall see.

"The Voice of the Lord”

So, immediately after the seraph had said to Isaiah, "Thine iniquity is taken away and thy sin purged," Isaiah said, "Also I heard the voice of the Lord." I call your attention to the fact that he did not hear the voice of the Lord till after he had heard the voice of the angel say, "Your iniquity is taken away and your sin purged." God is not going to send a seraph to you like He did to Isaiah. That was 2,500 years ago. He sent you the Bible. He sent Jesus to the cross and then He sent the apostles to write the great truths of salvation in the Book of the New Testament, particularly the Epistles of Paul and the Gospel of John, to tell you that on the cross Jesus took away your iniquity and purged your sin. They don't belong to you any more. They have been taken away from you as though you had never had them. If you will sit down and read through the New Testament with any degree of carefulness, you will see that and understand it. Then you will hear "the voice of the Lord saying, whom shall I send, and who will go for us? "

"Dead Works"

I want to call attention again to the fact that we are not saved by works. Ephesians 2:8-9, Salvation is "not of works." That is a plain, bold, clear statement of God in the Scriptures. Everyone who is trying to work to be saved or to add something to what Jesus did relative to salvation, needs to stop because it is "dead works". God says "Repent of it," which means, "Stop it." Hebrews 6:1, "Repentance from dead works.” All the religious works that people do to try to save themselves---praying, read​ing the Bible, giving tithes, going to church---are dead works if they are doing them to be saved. Dead, be​cause they are not honoring the cross of Jesus.

God says your sins were all taken away by Jesus at the cross, but now you want to take them away. You are adding to what Jesus did and what God planned for Him to do. You think you can do it better than God. How silly can we get! People want to do this until they understand clearly that they don't have anything. They are bankrupt. They are lost sinners who need to say, "Woe is me! For I am undone." Then God will come in and say, "Yes, I know that, but I love you and I have given My Son to die for you. I laid all your sins over on My Son. My Son paid for your sins and finished all that is necessary to be done for your salvation to bring you to heaven on a cross when He died. He did it all. It is yours just by believ​ing that it is so. Believing I love you that much and He loves you that much and really want Us to come into your heart and life and begin to make you like Ourselves so you can come up here and live with Us forever in heaven." That's salvation. Isn't that wonderful!

"Willingness to Serve"  

Isaiah heard the voice of the seraph first, then he heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" That means, "I have a work on earth for you to do." He didn't say to Isaiah, "Will you go?" or "Go!" God did not single him out. He would not make him work without his willingness. He won't make you either. If you don't want to pray or study your Bible, He won't make you. I would have to doubt your relationship to Him if you didn't pray or study your Bible at all. How can anybody be saved and love God, but not want to know Him better by walking and talking with Him? But that is not what saves you. God has a work that needs to be done on earth. There are lost souls. He could send angels down here to win souls, but He has given that privi​lege to us. What a privilege to be God's representative on earth, God's mouth. 

The prophets were God's mouth in the Old Testament days. Then Christ was God's mouth, speak​ing His words to people, blessing them, saving them, and healing them. Then the apostles were God's mouth, and they did the same. Who has the mouth of God today? Born again believers who have received Christ as Saviour and Lord, who have the Spirit indwelling them, and who have the power and willingness to witness for Him.  When God said, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? "Notice that the trinity is mentioned. God is a plurality. "I" is Yahweh, God the Father. “Us” has to be Christ and the Holy Spirit. God would not say this to an angel, a seraph. God is talking to the two others in the "Big Three". I call it the "Big Three," reverently---The Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit. He was talking to Them and Isaiah overheard Him. 

Isaiah overheard a meeting of the Board of Directors of heaven. There are only three on that board---the Father, the Son, the Spirit---Who direct all things. The Father is the Chairman of the Board, as one of my friends so marvelously says. The Father said to the Holy Spirit and Jesus, "I need somebody down on earth to reach lost souls for whom Christ died. I love lost souls. I want them to be saved. I don't want any​body to go to hell. I'm not willing that any should perish, but I’m not going to send angels. I am going to send human beings. So “Whom shall I send, and will go for us?”  Isaiah heard God say that to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, and he immediately said to the Lord, "Here am I; send me." "Then said I . . . " Immediately, when Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord saying, "I need somebody to go for Me to these lost souls and tell them My message of salvation so they can be saved," Isaiah said "Then (when I heard that voice of the Lord) said I, Here am I: send me." That means immediately, when a person is really born again, they hear the voice of the Lord saying, "I now want you to serve Me." And if, from that point on, a born again person does not serve the Lord, he is disobedient to His voice and is losing his life.

"A Great Privilege"

One of the greatest privileges, God has not given to angels, but angels would like to do. If God told the angel Gabriel to come down here and preach in my place, he would be tick​led to death to preach next Sunday for me. But God gave me that privilege. So I go and preach next Sunday with the consciousness that I am doing something angels would like to do.

In the days of Sodom and Gomorrah, God sent angels to take Lot out of Sodom. You and I are to rescue souls out of the Sodom of this present world---boys and girls, teenagers, men and women---and keep them from going to hell. God sent angels to do it back then. Today He sends men and women but only men and women whose iniquity has been taken away and whose sin has been purged and who are listening to the voice of the Lord.

If you did hear that voice, it spoke to you immediately when you were saved and you did work for a while, but if you are not now, then you are backslidden, aren't you? You have slid away from that wonderful posi​tion you were in. You are still a child of God if you were born again by trusting only the blood atonement of Jesus for salvation, but you are losing your life and one of the greatest privi​leges of honor God ever gave a hu​man being.

"Send Me"

At this point in my life, after 64 years of Christian service, I'm so glad I didn't miss it back when I heard the voice of the Lord. Right after my conversion on that front porch 64 years ago, when I received Jesus into my heart and believed on Him as my Saviour and my iniquity was taken away and my sin purged, I heard the voice of the Lord saying, " Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" I said, like Isaiah, "Lord, here am I. Will I do?" He said to me, "Go, and tell this people." And I have been going and I have been telling ever since. Are you?

I'm not being critical or judgmental. I'm just saying, "Are you losing your life? Are you missing the purpose of your existence? Did God save you just to be in this world to make a living, suffer, and rejoice in the things of earth and time that become very tasteless after a while?" Sooner or later the things of the world "grow strangely dim" to every human being. Have you heard the voice of the Lord? Have you responded, "Lord, here am I; send me." and heard Him say, "Go"?

I have gone through a lot of trials. Every preacher and every Christian goes through a lot of trials. When you become a Christian, the devil makes you his particular mark. He tries to destroy your faith and nullify your life to keep you from winning others to Christ. He is successful with most professing Christians, because there are very few soul-winners. There are very few witnesses; very few people who give their lives to helping other people come to Christ. But today will you say, "Lord, here am I; send me," and hear Him say, "Go"? And will you go? You will be blessed now and forever.

God bless you.
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