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I Samuel 4:21

Friends, let us look together at First Samuel, chapter four, You remember how a dying woman named her child Ichabod, saying, "The glory is departed from Israel because the ark of God was taken; because of her father‑in‑law and her husband." We learn that the Lord departed from Israel, and He will depart from a backslidden church, and from a backslidden Christian who will not give Him the right of way.

Eli

Let us read now about this father‑in law. His name was ELI. Remember, the Lord must depart, He will depart, from a backslidden Christian. That is, His blessing will be removed from such a one.

"And the child Samuel ministered before Eli. And the Word of the Lord was precious in those days." That means, it wasn't plain. It had not come to the people. God wasn't speaking to His people because of their un-confessed sin. There was apostasy in the land and the Word of the Lord wasn't going out, and it was because of SIN.

"And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, that his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see; and ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; that the Lord called Samuel, and he answered, Here am I. And he ran to Eli and said, "Here am I; for thou calledst me." And Eli said, I called not; lie down again. And Samuel went and lay down.”

"And the Lord called yet again, Samuel.   And Samuel arose and went to Eli  again and said, Here am 1; for thou didst call me. And Eli answered, I called not, my son; lie down again.

"Now Samuel did not know the Lord, neither was the Word of the Lord revealed unto him.”

"And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, Here am I, for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child."

I HOPE THAT WILL BURN ITS WAY INTO OUR MINDS! Listen now.  Let me read it again. "And Eli perceived that the Lord had called the child." Have you perceived, have you the spiritual understanding to know that it is EASIER for a child to be called of God and be saved than it is for a grown‑up person? Down in my soul I am grieved that most people have no faith in the salvation of a little child. God have mercy on them! They have no understanding of the God of the Old Testament or of the New. Eli perceived that THE LORD HAD CALLED THE CHILD. God does call children. God stood over little Samuel's bed. Samuel was just a little fellow when God said, "Samuel, Samuel," and the little lad heard God's voice and responded. A little boy, used of God! Oh, that is wonderful!

"Therefore Eli said to Samuel, Go, lie down. And it shall be, if He call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for Thy servant heareth."

I call your attention to that. I REMEMBER THIS VERSE when I see grown men without God and without hope! How many times has God called a man fifty years of age yet unsaved? Thousands of times! Some people think that they can't have been saved unless some tremendous power comes over them. Listen, God stands by the bed of every little child. God has called, every day and every night and every morning. God calls every day! I don't care who you are, or what you are. God has CALLED YOU, every day. God has stood by your bed and called you, even as He did little Samuel! God is no respecter of persons; God WANTS TO SAVE YOU. HE HAS CALLED AND HE WANTS YOU TO ANSWER.

"Then Samuel answered, Speak, for Thy servant heareth. And the Lord said unto Samuel, Behold I will do a thing in Israel at which both the ears of everyone that heareth it shall tingle."  What was this message that God was about to give to this little child, to tell a backslidden old man, a backslidden old priest?

"The Lord said unto Samuel, In that day I shall perform against Eli." Notice those words. "Perform AGAINST ELI." Isn't Eli a priest? Yes. Hasn't he been serving God for all these years? Yes. But Eli has failed! Eli has backslidden. Eli has gotten away from God!

Friends, let us learn the lesson right here: that whenever we get away from God there will be stripes, there will be punishment. Why? Because God LOVES YOU TOO MUCH TO LET YOU GET AWAY.

"In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: and when I begin, I will also make an end. For I have told him (listen to these words) that I will JUDGE HIS HOUSE FOREVER for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile and he restrained them not. And therefore have I sworn unto the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged with sacrifices nor offerings, forever."

Isn't that a terrible thing? It was Samuel who went in and revealed the news to poor, old Eli. And Eli said, "It is the Lord." He bowed his head. He took the blow. It was all that he could do.

God Will Judge Backsliders

Listen to these words: "I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile and he restrained them not." We must learn, friends, that the Lord WILL DEPART from a backslidden Christian, until that backslidden Christian confesses to God his backslidings, his drifting, his failures, and ACTUALLY COMES BACK TO GOD! Oh, that every Christian would BE AFRAID of getting away from God!

God's Word says that judgment begins always with the house of GOD. God will not always put up with the sins of His people. He is not going to do it! In the judgment yet ahead, judgment will begin at the house of God. God Himself will judge us.

Motives

God will judge us for the VERY MOTIVES OF OUR SOULS. Paul says in Corinthians, "Judge nothing till the time when the Lord shall come and He will BRING TO LIGHT the HIDDEN COUNSELS OF THE HEART. Then shall EVERY MAN have praise of God." The day is coming when the very motives of our heart will be revealed at the judgment. Your motives in Christian service! If I am standing here preaching this message to you for any other reason than LOVE TO GOD, and LOVE FOR YOUR SOULS, I'd better get away from preaching! I'd better go sweep streets, dig ditches, do anything in the world BUT Christian work. Oh, Christian friends, check up on your motives in Christian work. Our motives must be LOVE TO GOD and LOVE TO MEN. The judgment of your motives is coming.

You say, "Well, Brother Hendley, what does God say for us to do?" God says all through His Word that we are to get right with Him, and stay right!

Love God and Serve Him

Two things have been burning in my soul as I have been reading my New Testament, and as I realize that I am rushing to the judgment seat of Christ where my whole Christian life will be gone over. First, LOVE THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART! Second, WORK WITH ALL YOUR MIGHT!

Love Him and trust Him!

Work for Him with all your might!

That is what we are all to do. We are not to work in order to be saved. Salvation is not of works. But we are to strive to PLEASE the Lord. We are to keep judging ourselves for sins. If we judge ourselves, we read, we shall not be judged.  Christian friends, is anything more pitiful than FAILURE in the service of God?

Missionary Who Failed

I read of a missionary who went to China and labored for forty‑five long years. She came back home and was sitting in a very spiritual Bible Conference here in America when she saw what A CHRISTIAN LIFE could mean, with the power and blessing of God upon it. She walked out of there crying and saying, "I have WASTED forty‑five long years of my life! I am a FAILURE!" In China she had done some Christian work, but there had been NO POWER in it, NO BLESSING in it. She hadn't KNOWN THE LORD in a real way!  There was no real surrender to HIM. Whatever her motive was, it wasn't the proper motive.

Friends, I can't imagine anything worse (except losing one's soul in Hell) than losing forty‑five precious years of one's life, Oh, I don't want to waste a day!  I don't want to waste an hour! I want even the hours to count for Jesus! I want everything I do to count for THE LORD. Every Christian should feel that way. Oh, let us all check up on our Christian lives, our motives, our service, our surrender. In what ways have we failed? Are we SERVING HIM, earnestly and faithfully?

Surrender

I will never forget the testimony of a young woman in Savannah, Georgia, some years ago,one of the best meetings I was ever in. God, in those five weeks, gave a real revival. We felt the very Presence of God. Heaven was very real. Among those who had accepted the Lord and were giving their testimony was a young woman who said, "Friends, I have been a church member for years, ever since I was a little girl. Last night, with a hungry heart, I told God that I really wanted to meet Him. The Lord seemed to tell me I ought to give up my cigarettes."

Now wait a minute, I'm not trying to be ugly, or smart, when I tell you what she said. Not at all. Maybe you can smoke and still walk with God, but I can't. And she couldn't. I don't know any surrendered Christian who can. To have an unhindered testimony, to win souls, to be an all‑out Christian, takes surrender! You may smoke and go to the shows and drink beer and play cards and dance and do all those other worldly things and still be a real Christian; but I can't.

This young woman said the Lord seemed to speak to her and say that she had just two‑and‑three‑quarter inches (meaning the cigarette) between her and her Lord. So she knelt and gave them up. She said that the moment she did, she reached out and touched God. For the first time in her life, she knew she was IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD. And friends, there was a radiance in her face. There was new light in her eyes, a light from heaven.

Now I don't know what may be between you and your Lord. Maybe cigarettes, I don't know. Maybe shows, I don't know. It may be your companions. It may be certain magazines. But this I do know, that when you give up whatever is between you and your Lord, when you take them out of the way, YOU WILL KNOW HIS PRESENCE. And that is worth more than anything in this world! If you'll only do it!

Samson

That great preacher, G. Campbell Morgan, said one time, "There is a passage of Scripture that makes me tremble every time I read it. And that is that the LORD DEPARTED from Samson and HE KNEW IT NOT."

There was poor old Samson, who had walked with God at one time had known His Presence. Then Samson fell into sin. And it wasn't long till the Lord had to leave him, and he knew it not!

Backsliding

Oh, I wonder if I'm speaking to someone today who used to know the Lord in a very precious way, who used to be used of God, but then you began to drift, you began to slip, to neglect God's House, to misuse His Day, doing everything else but the Lord's work on His Day. Beloved, I hope you realize this truth I am bringing you. You're in for something if you don't come back! It will be a sad thing if the Lord departs from you as he did from Samson. What if He has departed from you and you haven't realized it?

There is not a more miserable person in the world than a Christian who has been used of God in a real way, in real fellowship, and then has drifted away from Him. One poor backslider cried out, "I can't seem to get back to God. I can't find Him! I must find Him. I think He has forgotten me."

No, the Lord hadn't forgotten the backslider, not at all. The Lord was just waiting for the backslider to COME BACK. When you drift from God, He withdraws His Presence in order to alarm you and make you come back. Then, when you repent and give up your backslidings, God flings His arms about you and kisses away your tears and gives you peace and joy.

Christian, are you a failure right now? If you are, do you intend to REMAIN a failure? Do you plan to just keep on being a failure? You'd better come back to God right now. God says if we judge ourselves, we shall not be judged.

Napoleon's Sentry

Let me tell you this and I'm through. At one time Napoleon was trying to besiege Russia. The battle was terrific. In the midst of the conflict, one of Napoleon's sentries was out there alone on duty, supposedly keeping guard at his post. But, overcome with weariness, he fell asleep. All of a sudden he opened his eyes and saw a man pacing back and forth, with his own rifle on his shoulder. The man turned his face. Terror gripped the sentry and he cried out, "My God, the Emperor! My God, the Emperor!" Napoleon himself had come and found his sentry asleep on the job.

Oh, beloved, shall our Great Commander come and find us asleep? Not watching? Not doing His work? Not carrying on for Him? Having backslidden, failed, missed opportunities? I don't want to meet Him like that! The day is COMING when we shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ. JUDGMENT WILL BEGIN AT THE HOUSE OF GOD. Let us judge ourselves today, confess our sins to Him today, come back to Him today, get back into fellowship with Him TODAY.

God is waiting for us to do it. He will forgive, and cleanse, and restore our souls in sweet fellowship with Him.

Remember God's message to Eli: "I will judge!" Today, come back to God! Will you do it?
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