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Now if you have your Bibles, friends, I want you to turn with me to the Book of Ezekiel, chapter 1, and today we are studying THE CALL of Ezekiel, the prophet of God. This Book of Ezekiel is a prophecy. It is a mar​velous book, one of the greatest books of the Bible, and it is wonderful to our hearts to see how God speaks today.

The Book of Ezekiel is a tremendous book. In chapter 1, verses 1 through 3, we learn the CALL of God's prophet. The name Ezekiel means literally "God strengthens." Yehazak El (El is the word of God), "God strengthens."

Now this man Ezekiel's very name means that, and I want to remind you that God does strengthen. You and I NEED strength. We read, "While we were yet weak, without strength, Christ died for the ungodly." Weak! Weak spiritually, weak in sin, weak before temptations, weak in the hands of the devil, weak mentally, physically, spiritually, because of SIN. A man be​comes weak when sin masters him, when unbelief masters him. There are people who are weak mentally and can't think through. There are people who are weak physically, having illnesses. Some of us who haven't known much about that find it hard to sym​pathize unless we are around people like that, and even then it is difficult. Some people go through life with ill​ness. Then there is weakness spiritu​ally. Some people never seem to grow strong, never seem to be able to pray and have a consistent prayer life, have daily Bible reading, not strong enough to have a family altar where a chapter of the Bible is read each day along with prayer. Oh, the WEAKNESS of the human race! It is interesting that one of the Hebrew words for MAN means "the weak one."

Now Ezekiel is a wonderful name. "God strengthens." Remember that! You might write down the name E Z E K I E L and put it on your mirror where you can see it when you get up in the morning, or put it over your kitchen sink (you ladies). And write the MEANING of the word: "God strengthens!"

Ezekiel found that out. And you re​member the Psalmist said, "The LORD is the STRENGTH of my life." And He IS, friends. He STRENGTHENS life, physically, mentally, spiritually. We are weak, and we NEED STRENGTH. There are people in in​stitutions for the insane who need strength mentally. There are people living in a spiritual depression, grop​ing in the dark spiritually; they need strength. There are people who are weak physically, who need the Divine Healer "Who forgiveth all our ini​quities and healeth all our diseases," as we read in that marvelous Psalm 103 that I don't know how anybody can live without.

Now here is Ezekiel - "God strengthens" - the son of Buzi, of a priestly family. Remember, the priest​ly descent came down by heritage. Ezekiel was BORN into a priestly family. As a young man he was carried CAPTIVE to Babylon about 595 B. C. (eleven years before the destruction of Jerusalem) along with the kings and nobles and priests and the better class of the population of Jerusalem and Judah. He lived there in the northern part of Mesopotamia on the banks of the river Chebar. Ezekiel was married, we learn from the Scriptures, and lived in his own house amid a colony of exiled Jews in a place called Talabib (which reminds us of the name of a modern city, Telaviv). We learn all that in the body of the Scriptures.

In the fifth year of his banishment from his homeland (having been taken captive in 595 B. C.) Ezekiel was called to be a prophet of the Lord. He labored for twenty-two years doing the work of a prophet. The rest of his life we know nothing about. His death we know nothing about. We do know that his last prophecy, dated the twenty-seventh year of his exile, was about 572 B. C. We read that in chapter 29, verse 17. So he is an amaz​ing man, this man Ezekiel, and what we know about him besides these things we must read in the book. We must read it in his prophecy.

The CALL of Ezekiel is an interest​ing thing. First of all, we have his call in verse 1. We read that his call came at a very definite time. "It came to pass, in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river Chebar, that the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God." His call was at a definite time. He speaks of a year, a month, and a day. And I say to you my friends, every genuine, born again Christian who loves the Lord, who reads the Bible and prays, can say, "There have been definite times in MY life over the years --- a year, a month, a day --- when God very definitely gave a revelation of His own Heart, spoke to MY heart in a positive way." CHRISTIANS can say that. I am not talking about "a voice" coming to us. I'm not talking about a literal voice. That is not what Ezekiel was talking about, either. The work of the Spirit of God is in the realm of the mystical, but it is just as REAL as any physical thing could ever be. This CALL was at a definite time. I tell you, a preacher today must realize that call just as definitely, if he is to be a success. He must know, "God CALLED me." There was a time in MY life when GOD CALLED ME to the sacred office of the MINISTRY. The ministry is not something a man chooses simply of himself, apart from God. I do not mean that you may not WANT it (for God says in the New Testament that if a man DESIRES the office of a bishop, he desires a good thing), but God will CONFIRM that desire with a DEFINITE CALL. You will KNOW that is the work for you to do.

Now the same thing is true down the line. Paul says in Romans 1 that we are "saints by divine call." There came a time in our lives when God SPOKE to us. Now I don't mean by that you "heard a voice" or anything of that sort. But there was a time in your life when the Lord CALLED YOU TO HIMSELF FOR SALVA​TION. And you HEARD that call, and you responded, you yielded, and you said, "Lord, I will yield my life to You from this moment on."

So, the CALL of the prophet is what we have here. Notice also the DEFINITE PLACE. He was in Chal​dea, a heathen land, by the river Che​bar. A definite place, where God spoke to him. Oh, what a SACRED place was the river Chebar to Ezekiel, there in Chaldea! You say, "But he was a​way from home!" Yes, but GOD was there. You say, "But he was in cap​tivity!" Yes, but God was there. You say, "He was in a foreign country." Yes, but God was there. You say, "He was being oppressed and had enemies all around him!" Yes, but GOD WAS THERE, just as God was with Israel in bondage. It is a precious word, friends, for every child of God, to know that THE LORD NEVER LEAVES US nor FORSAKES us.

Notice, he had a definite WORK for God. He said, "I was among the captives by the river Chebar." Among the captives! Here was a priest, from a priestly family, among the captives, undoubtedly busy about God's work as a PRIEST for five years when suddenly the Divine Call came through and God called him to the SPECIFIC mission of a PROPHET.

Friends, so many times that's the way it is with US. God calls CHRIS​TIANS like that. I do not believe God calls Christians unto sacrificial, honest, soul winning work while they are living on beds of ease or in luxu​ry, giving themselves to the things of the world. It is while you are busy about the LORD'S WORK, doing what you can, WHERE YOU ARE, where God has placed you that the Lord speaks and calls to a HIGHER ser​vice.

You say, "I am a mother. I cannot teach a Sunday School class. I can​not be a soul-winner. I can't teach children the Word of God." You CAN. You can! You can, right where you ARE! Right where you ARE is your place of service, wherever God has placed you. If you are a mother, you've got a WONDERFUL privilege, of raising children totally for GOD. A precious, PRECIOUS opportunity! In​fluencing your husband, your friends, your neighbors, and the people at your church, having an ever widening in​fluence for Jesus. Yes, the Lord does not CALL people, usually, except as they are already about His Business wherever they ARE.

Now notice the qualifications of a prophet of God. "The heavens were opened." He said, "When I was among the captives by the river Chebar on that day, the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God." The qualifi​cations of a prophet are the OPEN​ED HEAVENS and the SIGHT OF GOD. Now that doesn't mean he saw God's Face, but he saw a VISION of God. No man has actually seen God's FACE. "Now we see through a glass darkly, but THEN, face to FACE," we read in First Corinthians 13 in our NEW Testament. Our present ex​perience with God is a DARK thing. It isn't perfect. But, thank God IT IS a VISION of God. And thank God, it is REAL. God does not permit the flesh to SEE Him in ALL HIS GLORY. "Opened heavens! Visions of God!" What a glorious day it was in MY life when I saw the opened hea​vens and the vision of God and of Christ. That is when a man SEES---when he gets ALONE WITH GOD.

Notice his preparation. God PRE​PARED his prophet. God does not send a man without preparing him. Verse 3. First, THE WORD. "The Word of the Lord came expressly un​to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar."

THE WORD OF THE LORD came unto him. God gave him his MES​SAGE. Don't ask me HOW. I do not know, anymore than I know how God changed my life and inspired me to want to preach His Gospel, and gave me a LOVE for His Word and the things of God. "The WORD OF THE LORD came EXPRESSLY unto Eze​kiel." Can you write YOUR name down there? Can you say, "The Word of the Lord came unto ME"? Yes, you can, if you have been in touch with God, for God speaks to people who are NEAR ENOUGH to Him.

Then, the POWER of God came with it. "THE HAND OF THE LORD was there upon him." "The Hand of the Lord" means the POWER of the Lord, to carry on God's work. God does not send his servant without a mes​sage, nor without the power, to carry out His work. And that is what God CALLS men to DO.

Notice next, God SPOKE to him. Chapter 2, verse 1. "And He said unto me, Son of man, stand thou upon thy feet, and I will SPEAK unto thee." God spoke to him.

Secondly, the Spirit of God entered into him. Verse 2. "The Spirit entered into me when He spake unto me and set me upon my feet. And I HEARD Him that spake." The Spirit entered into him.

Now in the Old Testament time the Spirit of God did not enter into ALL the people of God, just prophets, priests, kings, and those for special service. Today, in the New Testament time, the Spirit of God as we read in Acts 2) comes upon ALL THE CHILDREN OF GOD. When you be​lieve on the Lord Jesus, GOD GIVES YOU "the Promise of the Father," which is the HOLY SPIRIT, and He enters into you. And the same Spirit Who inspired Ezekiel with the Word and Message and Power of God, IS HERE TO INSPIRE US with the Word and Message and Power of God.

Notice TO WHOM Ezekiel was sent. (A very difficult job!) He was sent to the children of Israel. (And re​member, "the children of Israel" never means THE CHURCH.) Verse 3. "I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation (a dis​obedient nation that transgresses), an impudent nation (hard of face), and a stiff hearted people (no warmth and love for God)."

And his message? Verse 4. "You shall tell them, THUS SAITH THE LORD." And verse 10, it was a mes​sage of "lamentation and mourning and woe."

And TODAY, friends, the message NEEDED in AMERICA, by our cities, by our people, is the message of LAMENTATION AND MOURN​ING AND WOE, a calling of the peo​ple TO REPENTANCE! For our nation is GOING DOWNHILL in a terrible tidal wave of SIN, and SOULS are lost! God help us to wake up while there is yet TIME, and PREACH THE WORD OF GOD, FAITHFULLY AND HONESTLY, as servants of the LORD, to witness for HIM and for JESUS. That is a job not only for evangelists and pastors, but also for EVERYONE who names the Name of Jesus!

Well, that is the end of the mes​sage for now. God, SPEAK to us to​day! If you and I will get alone, and read the Bible, and pray, in the quiet of that sacred, holy place GOD WILL SPEAK His Message to our hearts. God, give us the grace to TAKE the Message to those who NEED it today, and WIN SOULS TO JESUS!
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