THE CHALLENGE OF THE PRESENT MOMENT
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Second Corinthians 6:2

I want to speak now on The Challenge of the Present Moment. Not tomorrow, not next week, but NOW‑--N‑O‑W. Right NOW! Procrastination steals away your opportunity. Let us see what God says in His Word about NOW, this moment.

The meaning of NOW is a solemn thing. You remember Hezekiah on his death‑bed. He said to the Lord, "Remember now how I have walked before Thee with a perfect heart." What a NOW that is! The NOW of a death​bed, that time when you are on your death‑bed, that time which, compared with all your life is very small, yet how solemn. Sickness is solemn; the death of others is solemn; but there is a no more solemn time TO YOU than that time when you approach, alone, the Gates of Death. I wonder if we will be able to say with Hezekiah, "Lord, re​member now--‑in this present moment while I am dying‑--remember that all during my life I have walked before Thee with a perfect heart." Will you be able to say that, friend, when that time comes that you go out to meet the Lord. How wonderful it must have been for Hezekiah to have been able to say that. How bitter it must be, to come down to that time, realizing your half‑heartedness, or no heart at all, for God; having had a heart for this world only, this world of sin.

Then we have the NOW of SIN "Now they sin more and more," God said in Hosea 13:2. When we sin, God punishes us, trying to get us to turn. If we keep on sinning, being bull‑headed and persistent, God will send MORE punishment. Finally God sends strong punishment, trying to get us to turn from that which leads us downward to hell. And if we willfully say, "I am going on in sin anyhow, I am going on to judgment anyhow, I don't want God in my life," then, God says," They sin MORE and MORE! What an awful in​crease in sin. The Bible speaks of men weighted down with their sins, laden with sins, burdened and struggling with sins, under a load of iniquity that has never been forgiven, lifted, washed away in the Blood of Christ.

Then God speaks of the NOW of EVIL. He says, "Turn ye NOW from your evil." Not tomorrow, should you give up that pet sin, not next week, next month, or next year. God does not give you any guarantee of more time. God says NOW turn ye from your evil way. Tomorrow may be too late. You may not have a chance to turn to Him then. The opportunity is NOW.

In John 4:18 Jesus speaks to a woman who has been living a life of lust. There are many women today living just that way. This is a lustful age. Let me warn you now to beware of the lust that is in this world. Peter speaks of Christians escaping the corruption that is in the world, through lust. Look out for lust in novels, in magazines, in manner of dress, in pictures, in dances, in moving picture shows. It's everywhere. Jesus speaks a solemn word to this woman who wants to be saved. He says, "He whom thou now hast is not thine own husband." You have a man in your life who is not‑your‑own‑husband, and are living in shame. You are living a degraded, debauched life. You are not wholesome, you are not pure. You have lost your purity, something you will never be able to regain except through becoming a new person in Christ. I wonder if I am speaking to a precious soul today, and as you sit there, you realize that lust has come into your own life, and that JESUS is speaking directly to you, through this Scripture. I don't know who you are; I wouldn't know you if I met you on the street, but Jesus knows all about you, your sin, your life. Maybe your husband doesn't know about your sin. Maybe your sweetheart doesn't know about it. Maybe you are unfaithful to someone who has complete trust in you. Listen. Down underneath, you are nauseated, sick, because you have not lived up to your best aspira​tion. You have given in to sin! Oh, friend, turn NOW, turn TODAY from your sin. Make it the NOW of forgive​ness, the NOW of cleansing, the NOW of eternal life, and the beginning of a holy walk, a wholesome walk, and a walk with God.

And that is what I want to tell you about. You can be made free from sin now. In Romans 6:22, Paul said, "NOW, being made free from sin, and become servants unto righteousness, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end, everlasting life." NOW! Made free from sin! What a wonderful expression, ​free from sin, three wonderful words. HOW can you be free from sin? There is ONLY ONE WAY: THROUGH THE BLOOD OF CHRIST WHICH HE SHED ON THE CROSS. You can be made free by coming to JESUS, and in no other way can you be made free from sin. The opposite of this is to be a slave to sin, shackled to sin, chained to sin. What an awful thing, never to be able to get away from sin, never WILL be able to get away from sin, following you in life and death, into your grave, to the judgment before God. Are you free from sin, through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ? Are you a follow​er and servant of His, unto righteous​ness? Do you have fruit unto holiness, and is the end awaiting you eternal life? NOW is your time! N‑O‑W, NOW. Not tomorrow, not next week, not next month, not next year. YOU MAY BE IN HELL TOMORROW. YOU'D BETTER COME NOW. Paul says it's high time for you to awaken out of your sleep. So many souls are SLEEPING, sleeping the sleep of eternal death, sleeping over a volcano; sleeping over the wrath of God, sleeping when the TRUMPET BLAST of the return of the Lord will rouse you to awaken! Many souls are sleeping in spite of warnings. Asleep! It is NOW TIME to awaken out of YOUR sleep. You are awake to the things of this world, the making of money, the style of clothes, the enjoy​ment of friends and neighbors, and all of that, but you are ASLEEP TO GOD, and I pray you may awaken now, to realize where you are headed if you have no salvation.

"The Life I NOW live," said Paul, "I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me." What kind of life are YOU NOW living? This present life? You are al​ways going to repent TOMORROW. TOMORROW you will think more earnestly about this thing. TOMORROW you will begin a life of prayer. NEXT SUNDAY you will go to the Lord's House. Sundays roll by and you don't go. You lie in bed. You read the Sunday paper. You turn on the radio. You look at television and let all these and other things CROWD OUT THE LORD on His Own Day. What a SIN it is! You think there is plenty of time, and you do find plenty of time for other things. BUT GOD SAYS NOW.

Then there comes the NOW of Death. Paul says in II Timothy 4:6, "I am now ready to be poured out as a drink offering. The time of my departure is at hand." I am now ready! What a statement. Here is a man who can die without a quiver of an eyelash. Here is a man who can die with no hesitancy. Here is a man who can stand on the edge of the grave and shout, "Death, for me to die is GAIN! For to be absent from the body, is for me to be at HOME WITH THE LORD. Come on, Death, I embrace thee for thou wilt usher me into the PRESENCE OF MY SAVIOUR!" What a man was Paul! He was READY to die,

Can you say you are ready? Are you ready to step into your shroud? Are you ready to step into your coffin? Ready to be lowered into the grave? Ready to go into the Presence of Jesus Christ? Ready to give an account of your soul, of your life, of your actions, your thoughts, your words, your deeds TO GOD? How can any man be ready WITHOUT CHRIST AND HIS SALVATION! You can't do it, friends, you can't do it.

"NOW are we the sons of God," we read in First John 3. "It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when He shall appear, we shall see Him as He is.” NOW are we sons of God. We don't have to wait till we die to become a son of God; we are sons of God already. I was a son of God the minute I was born again, the minute I received Jesus, the minute I was saved, the minute my heart went out to Him as MY SAVIOUR, MY LORD, and MY GOD. Glorious truth! Now are we the sons of God; NOW are we His!

I want to call your attention to the NOW of OPPORTUNITY. NOW is the acceptable time. TODAY is the day of salvation. Friends, yesterday is gone. Today is here. You are unsaved still! All the past life is known to God, written down in His Books. Everyday you have lived without God and Christ will come into judgment. Listen, I wouldn't tell you that without telling you this also that NOW IS THE TIME THAT YOU CAN BE SAVED. I don't care what all you have done, or how far you have gone. God is letting you live NOW. You may not be alive an hour from now. You may not be alive ten minutes from now. But NOW you do have a chance to be saved. This very minute, God says; NOW, God says; THIS MOMENT, God says, is the time for you to be saved. How can you be saved? BY COMING TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. Let me warn you not to delay in this matter of your SOUL.

The mother of Hume, the infidel philosopher, was a professing Christian. But as a result of her son's influence, she abandoned Christianity. She wrote these words to her son as she lay dying. "My dear son: My health has failed me. I am in a deep decline. I cannot live long. Your philosophy affords me no comfort in my distress. I am left without hope or consolation. My mind is sinking into a state of despair. I pray that you will hasten home to console me, or at least write to me, the consolation that philosophy affords in the dying hour." My friend, there is no consolation in philosophy on your deathbed. There is only one consolation: THE WORD OF GOD, and JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD. What I am saying to you is this: you may not be able to have any comfort if you WAIT. God says NOW is the acceptable time. God says TODAY. "Harden not your heart. Hear My Voice."

You are saying, "I do want You, Lord. I want to repent, and be ready on my death‑bed. I want to die a Christian death. I want to rise in a Christian resurrection. I want to meet Christ as a believer in Him and be saved for eternity." Then, will you bow your head now, and accept Jesus Christ as your OWN personal Saviour and Lord? Let Him come into your heart and life, giving Him control. Claim His blood for the forgiveness of your sin, for the blood was shed as an atonement for your sins. His promise is to forgive and receive you. Will you do it?
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