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Genesis 3:21

Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Genesis 3:21 and we are beginning a study of the won​derful truth of Sacrifice For Sin, or what Sacrifice means in the Bible, what the meaning of the Blood is, in the Bible, and the meaning of the Cross. We find that all through the Bible. Someone has well said that there are two threads that run through the Bible. One is the golden thread of the Coming of the Lord, and the other is the scarlet thread of the Blood Atonement, the fact that God says (as recorded in the New Testament) that without the shed​ding of blood there is NO FORGIVE​NESS of sins. Along with that passage, "Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins," we have this wonderful statement in Leviticus 17:11, "It is the blood that maketh an atone​ment for the soul."

Let us take for our text then that wonderful statement in the Book of Hebrews, "Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins." It means that WITH the shedding of blood THERE IS forgiveness of sins. In other words, God cannot forgive our sins unless there is shedding of blood. This is not an isolated truth. ALL THROUGH the Bible we find the won​derful fact that BLOOD CLEANSES FROM SIN.

In the Book of Genesis, chapter 3, verse 21, we read these words: "Unto Adam and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them."

Adam and Eve had been created by God. In Genesis 1 we have "God." In Genesis 2 we have "God and man." Everything is wonderful, no sin, no sorrow, no tears, no heartaches, no death, no suffering. Then, the devil comes on the scene and tempts Adam and Eve to turn their backs on God and obey him, and the result was that they obeyed the devil rather than God. SIN is lawlessness, refusal to comply with God's laws. SIN came into the world. Immediately, CONSCIENCE was awakened and they fled from the Pre​sence of their Great Friend, the Living God and Creator, and tried to hide themselves. God came in the cool of the day and sought for His creatures, cal​ling, "Adam, where art thou?" and they came forth trembling, under deep conviction and sorrow because of their sin. What did God do? Did He destroy them? Oh, no. Was He angry? Oh, no. Here is what we read: "Unto Adam and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of SKINS and clothed them."

Now that is an important passage. "Unto Adam and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of SKINS and clothed them." They said to the Lord, "We can't come into your Presence, for we are naked." Well, they had had no consciousness of sin up until that time, because SIN comes from DISOBEDI​ENCE. Conscience was awakened. The awful reality of SIN! It is a terrible thing to awaken and find we have SINNED. SIN brings tears and heart​aches and sorrow. But notice God's re​action. Notice the wonderful truth of Redemption here. "The Lord God Him​self made coats of skins and clothed them."

Now the skins obviously, mean the skins of animals. So animals had to die, to cover the shame of Adam and Eve, to cover their skin. "Coats of skins." That means the death of anim​als, in order that His creatures of a higher realm might be clothed. Here undoubtedly is a picture that we find all the way through the Bible: the fact that GOD has made a way thereby His creatures can come back into His Pre​sence, clothed; that God has made a way whereby we can be redeemed from our sins. They came back into the Pre​sence of God now by being clothed. Coats of skins clothed them! God didn't banish them. That is, He didn't hurl them into a hell or anything of the sort, but GOD PROVIDED the way whereby they could come back to Him, and THAT WAY (all the way through the Bible) IS BY WAY OF SACRI​FICE.

Now whatever we think of that pas​sage, IT TOOK THE DEATH of in​nocent beasts TO COVER THE SIN of guilty man, to make him fit for the Presence of God. We find that truth running through the Bible, the most im​portant truth in the world, that YOU AND I, because we have sinned and come short of the glory of God, CAN​NOT COME into the Presence of God EXCEPT by the way of BLOOD, the way of SACRIFICE, the Innocent dy​ing for the guilty.

Now, of course, all these animals in the Old Testament POINTED FOR​WARD to the time when God's Lamb, JESUS, would die for OUR SINS. The only way back into the Presence of God, FOR US, is through THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. God clothes us with His Righteousness when we put our trust IN HIM.

Now, in Genesis 4, verse 4, we read that "Abel brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof, and the Lord had respect unto Abel and unto his offering. But unto Cain and his offering He had no respect, and Cain was very wroth and his counten​ance fell." We read in verse 3, "In the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering to the Lord, and Abel brought of the firstlings of his flock." God was pleased with Abel's offering. Here are the two sons of Adam, Abel and Cain, and they brought to God an offering, an offering to appease Him, an offering of sin. All through the Bible we learn that. There are people today who live and take in all of God's Goodness and never think about bringing HIM anything, never think about pleasing GOD, just pleasing themselves, pleasing others of earth, never GOD, the Giver of all good things. All through the Old Testa​ment Period and the history of the human race, the spiritual people, the right people, have been the people who have THOUGHT ABOUT GOD, thought about His likes and dislikes, the things that please Him and
the things that do not please Him. GOD must be FIRST in our lives. If we do not put God in His proper place, then our lives will be ruined. Whatever we may seem to at​tain in this world, we will not be RIGHT, because "The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom," and "The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Knowledge." REVERENCE for God brings God into His rightful place in our lives, in our plans, being the only way to a WISE LIFE. The Book of Proverbs deals with wise living; not wise thinking, but wise LIVING. The Fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge. A man isn't educated pro​perly until he puts God in the right place in his life. A man is not wise in the way he is living, he is not living right, until he puts God in the proper place in his life. So, a life that is lived without God (that is, ignoring God, not putting Him in His proper place in our lives, not putting Him first) is a life that is ruined. It will be so revealed in Eternity.

Now notice here the two sons of Adam as they come into the Presence of God. They want to appease God. They want to please God. They want God's favor. They want to walk with God. Sinful man, down in his heart, wants to walk with God. But, does he want to pay the price?

We read that Abel brought of the firstlings of his flock, while Cain brought of the fruit of the ground. The Lord was pleased with Abel's offering and displeased with Cain's. Now why? We read in the New Testament, "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice." What was the dif​ference? Abel came in FAITH.

Now FAITH implies that there has been a Divine Revelation. God had told them the way back into His Presence, the way of BLOOD, the way of SACRI​FICE, that the only forgiveness of sins was by way of SACRIFICE, the blood of the innocent shed for the guilty. Now Abel believed that, but Cain didn't. Abel complied with the thing that pleased God. He came in God's way. But Cain said, "I'm coming in MY way. I don't believe in that blood-busi​ness. I don't believe there is just ONE way back to God, ONE way to heaven. I don't believe you need a bloody sacri​fice. I don't like that butcher-religion anyway." Cain said that, but Abel didn't. Abel said, I'm coming in God's way, and God SAID by the blood of the lamb. God said the BLOOD OF THE LAMB, THE BLOOD OF THE ANIMAL, the innocent DYING FOR THE GUILTY."

SIN has to be PAID FOR. SIN is NEVER "forgiven" in the sense that it is "overlooked." ALL sin has to be paid for, with DEATH. Abel said, "This animal dies, IN MY PLACE," and he offered the firstling of the flock. He took a lamb and killed it and poured

out its blood and offered it in sacrifice to God AND GOD WAS PLEASED. Why? Because God Almighty is pleas​ed when a man comes to Him in His way, by faith! And the BLOOD point​ed forward to the precious Blood of His Son, Whom He gave to die for SIN. When YOU AND I come in faith, come in God's way, we can be forgiven. We may not understand it, but if we DO what God tells us to do, God will be pleased. If you wait until you UNDER​STAND all the implications of the Gos​pel, you'll never be saved! A lot of people are waiting to UNDERSTAND EVERYTHING about it. I don't under​stand all about it. I don't understand all that is written in the Bible. I thank God for what I do understand, and it is precious to me. I love it. But I don't understand all about it. I'll admit it. I have been studying it thirty years, and I don't think that ANY man who has ever studied it has ever said he UNDERSTOOD all the Bible. But what we do understand is precious beyond words, and God has made ONE TRUTH SO PLAIN that even a little child can understand it, and that is that the way back to God and Heaven, the way of salvation, the way of forgiveness of sins, IS BY BLOOD, the innocent DY​ING FOR THE GUILTY. In our parti​cular case, JESUS THE LAMB OF GOD shed His Blood, GIVING HIS LIFE for OUR SINS, PAYING for them.

That pleases God. Now God is a RIGHTEOUS God. And Righteousness is the Foundation of the Universe! SOMEBODY in this Universe is AB​SOLUTELY RIGHT in everything, and that is GOD. WRONG has to be punish​ed, has to be straightened up. The only way it can be done is by DEATH. It was either ABEL who had to die, or a SUBSTITUTE in his place. In this case, it was the lamb.

Now Cain said, "I'm not coming God's way!" He didn't offer in faith. He didn't BELIEVE what God had said. The implication is that God had made His way PLAIN to Cain and Abel, and He had said, "This is the way for you to be forgiven. The wages of sin is DEATH. Somebody has got to die. I don't want YOU to die, so you get a substitute. My SON WILL BE the Substitute, but it isn't time for Him to come yet, so ,you take a LAMB, and that will be a picture of My Son. Let it die. Let its blood be spilt. Offer it in sacrifice to Me, and I will PASS OVER your sins until My Son comes and dies for them and wipes them out eternally." Abel BELIEVED God and acted in faith, and brought the blood of the firstling of the flock, brought HIS SUBSTITUTE. The blood was shed. DEATH took place, for Abel's sins. He saw that the wages of his sins were PAID FOR BY THE ANIMAL, on the altar. He saw DEATH. The wages of sin is DEATH. "My sins mean DEATH. This animal dies IN MY PLACE."

But Cain came and offered of the "fruit of the field." There is no blood in that. There is no death in that. There is no life forfeited in that. It was Cain's LIFE that was stained, and there is no life in the vegetable king​dom. So God had not respect for Cain. God wasn't pleased with him at all. God pled with him to do right, but Cain still REBELLED AGAINST God. And Cain is known, down through the ages, as a man who had no faith! You don't find him in Hebrews 11. You find, "By faith ABEL offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts." Abel obtained witness from God that he was righteous, not because he was perfect in himself, but because his sins had been paid for by THE SACRIFICE, and he had OFFER​ED IT in FAITH. But Cain is not mentioned among the men of faith in Hebrews 11. His brother is, but he isn't. How many times it is just that way: one brother goes to heaven, the other goes to hell; one brother gets right with God, and the other refuses to get right with God but rather RE​BELS against God in pride and sin, re​fuses to come God's way!

My friends, to sum up, THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY TO GOD. There is only ONE WAY to heaven. There is only ONE WAY to get rid of our sins (and we MUST get rid of them, if we are to come to God and to heaven), and that way is through the BLOOD OF SACRIFICE, by way of a SUB​STITUTE IN DEATH. Either YOU AND I must die for our sins, for the wages of sin is death, OR, we must find a substitute that is pleasing to God, the Substitute that God gives to us to die in our place. Now that is what God did for us at the Cross! He gave us His only begotten Son, that if YOU AND I, like Abel, would BE​LIEVE IN HIM as our Lamb, dying in our place, shedding His blood, paying for our sins by His own death, laying down His life in forfeit for our lives that we may go free, He taking our sins and we getting His Righteous standing before God, He taking our hell and we getting His heaven---if we do that, we shall be SAVED, if we don't? Well, "Without the shedding of blood THERE IS NO FORGIVENESS OF SINS," and of course, no God, and no Heaven.

TRUST HIM TODAY, won't you? SALVATION is through the Blood of the Lamb, God's own Son. There is no other way.

PAGE  
6

