THE BLESSED MAN
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Psalm 1

You know, I've been meditating lately on that wonderful First Psalm, and on the LIFE that God calls: "blessed." In these days of tension, it is wonderful to know how to have peace of mind, how to have peace and happiness and joy, how to have victory over fear and all the tensions that are caused by people not resting in the Word of God.

The Lord says in Psalm 1, "Blessed is the man that walketh not . . ." (this is what he does NOT do) "in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His Law does he meditate day and night."

Now God says that this man who meditates in His Word day and night "shall be like a tree, planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season. His leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." THERE is a guarantee of a victorious life! A life of no regrets! There we are told how a man may be prosperous now and prosperous forever.

Recently a biography has been published of one of my favorite men--‑Dr. G. Campbell Morgan. Dr. Morgan was one of the greatest students of the Bible who ever lived. He, more than any other writer, has challenged me in my ministry. God has been pleased to give me a large library, and I have studied after various men, and to them I owe a lot, and I am grateful for their influence on my life, but I think that Dr. Morgan challenges me more than any other man! He was a man of culture, a man of great intellect, a student, and a great teacher. I heard Campbell Morgan only once in my life. I heard him at the Baptist Tabernacle in Atlanta, years ago. He gave a lecture one evening on the Book of Revelation. At that time I was not converted. But through his writings, since I have been converted, Campbell Morgan has influenced me. I do not know a man who has gone as deep into the Word of God as this man. In this biography, we learn a number of things about Campbell Morgan. In his day he was called "The Greatest Living Expositor of the Scriptures." What a wonderful thing that is; think about that. Preachers, all over the world; yet here was one who was the GREATEST. He was called the most outstanding preacher in America.

You say, "Well, he had advantages some of the rest of us do not have. No doubt he was a man of college education and seminary training."

No, he wasn't. That is one of the remarkable things about him. He did not have formal training in scholastic work. He was an intellectual giant. He

had profound intellectual abilities. Yet he never went to college and never entered a theological seminary.

That is an interesting thing. One of the great writers of today, Dr. Wilbur Smith, has called attention to the fact that some of the world's foremost preachers were men who never had theological training. Namely, Joseph Parker, Charles Spurgeon, F. B. Meyer, H. A. Ironside. They were not men "of the schools" but had tremendous learning.

But his intellect was not the reason that Campbell Morgan made such an imprint upon his generation and future generations through his books. One main characteristic of Morgan was WORK! People come to me sometimes and ask, "How can I know the Bible?" Work, friend, work! Work at it! Go after it! That's the way we learn anything else. Somehow we feel that an understanding of the Bible is just "given" as a gift from God to some men. No. The Bible there in your living room or somewhere will do you no good at all. You and I must WORK! Though this man had a brilliant intellect, he WORKED, and HOW he worked! They tell us he rose early and retired late. He worked all day except for the hours he took off for social fellowship among close friends. They tell us that in his great Bible Conferences the audiences that crowded to hear his marvelous expositions of the Holy Scriptures did not realize that he had been bending over that Holy Word from five o'clock that morning, with his Bible and notebook open before him!--‑Arduous work! Concentrated labor! Unremitting toil! Faithful devotion!--‑to this ONE THING: learning the Bible and preaching it. It was "the secret" of his life.

One man said he had traveled with Campbell Morgan in various cities in Bible work. He said that while other people would go out sight‑seeing, dining, and enjoying social fellowship, before the evening service, never once did he see Dr. Morgan neglect his sacred periods of Bible meditation and preparation for even the most enticing social function. Never!

They tell us that in the great Northfield Conferences, if he was to speak at ten o'clock in the morning on some subject that he had had before and perhaps had written about in some of his books, he could be found at six o'clock in the morning bending over his books at his table in his cottage, giving a couple more hours to the text on which he was to preach.

Dr. Morgan himself said, when asked by young ministers about the secret of his success, "Work! Hard work! And again, WORK. There is no other way."

Friends, the reason you and I do not know the Bible any better than we do is that we are not willing to work. It's there. You say, "I don't have the intellect of Campbell Morgan." No, but you would be utterly amazed at what God would do with YOU, if you would study the Bible. HOW DO YOU KNOW you don't have the intellect? Because that's not just "intellect", my friends! God gives spiritual knowledge to babes! Jesus thanked God one time that God had hidden these things from the "wise and prudent" and REVEALED THEM unto BABIES.

Dr. Morgan had a great Bible class at Westminster Chapel. It was often filled to capacity, 2,500 people, in those great Friday night Bible classes, the most famous ever held in the city of London. The regular attendance was between 1,500 and 1,700 with notebooks and Bibles, studying together the Word of God. What a man was this man, Campbell Morgan! I have presented these facts of his life not to glorify him, but to show you how this man went to the greatness of THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IN HIS WORD. Truly, THEOLOGY, the Study of God and His ways and His Word, is the queen of the sciences. And any one of us can know our Bibles if we are willing to pay the price.

Now Morgan was not always that way. He had a crisis in his life one time. Before he was twenty years old, he felt his confidence in the Word of God, which he had received from his Bible‑believing father, CRUMBLING. His soul went into the awful darkness of doubt. He realized he could not continue in the pulpit unless he believed God's Word to be authoritative, so he cancelled all his preaching engagements. We quote: "Then taking all his books, those attacking and those confirming the Bible, he put them all in the corner cupboard. He said, “I can hear the click of that lock now.” He went out of that house and down the street to a bookshop and bought a Bible. Returning to his room, he said to himself, "I am no longer sure that this is what my father claimed it to be, the Word of God. But of this I am sure: If it BE the Word of God, if I come to it with an unprejudiced and open mind it will bring assurance to my soul of itself.” After two years Campbell Morgan emerged from that eclipse of faith with a confidence in the Bible that never left him.

He said, “I began to read and study the Bible in 1883 and I have been a student of it ever since and still am, 54 years later.” His was one of the most amazing ministries a man ever had.

Campbell Morgan had his troubles. He had throat trouble that plagued him through the years. It required an operation. He had a breakdown at one time. He had his trials, as all peo​ple have. But here was a man who walked with God. He meditated in God's Word day and night. You and I today can meditate in God's Word and be blessed.

In conclusion, it's a wonderful thing to see Campbell Morgan staying behind his locked door every week‑day morning from 8:00 till 1:00, with the Word of God, for 54 years! You want to know how he learned his Bible? Let me repeat it, he WORKED at it, from eight till one o'clock every day‑--five hours in his Bible every day, six days a week. He let nothing interfere. He didn't even read the newspaper till he was through with His Bible study. GOD'S WORD CAME FIRST! Is it any wonder that God was real to Camp​bell Morgan and that he saw things in the Word of God that few men ever see? God revealed His Word to that man.

"His delight was in the law of the LORD and in His Law he meditated day and night, and God made what​soever Morgan did to prosper."

Today maybe you can't give five hours; but every man can give at least ONE hour to the study of the Word of God. Many of you women who are homemakers could take more time than that, if you wanted to do it. When you do it, your life will be enriched and you will enrich the lives of others. The greatest life is that which walks with God.

God bless you and help you to walk with him.

PAGE  
4

