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I John 5:13

The Saviour meets each person in a different way. It is faith in Him that saves.

As I go up and down the land in revival meetings, again and again people come to me with that greatest of all worries, "Am I saved or not?"

Read I John 5:13 carefully, if you have ever doubted your own salvation, or if you are an unsaved soul: "These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God."

John Writes To Believers

The books of the Bible were written for a purpose. First John was written to tell people how they might know that they are saved. Some people think that if a person does not have full, complete assurance of his salvation, he is lost. That is not true. There are many people who are living under a shadow. There are many people who have very little real happiness and joy, who, nevertheless, are saved souls. John is written to those who believe, that they might know that they have eternal life. They are already saved, but they are not assured of their salvation.  These verses tell me plainly that there are people who are saved--‑people who believe on Jesus and trust Him, and yet they are constantly worrying as to whether or not they are going to be in heaven.

The Basic Assurance

It is believers who are saved--‑not feelers and not workers. The person who confuses believing with his emotions will always be upset. If you trust your emotions, which come today and are gone tomorrow, you will never have any happiness, peace, or joy. But, if you are trust in your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as the basis of your assurance, then everything is all right with your soul. It is not workers who are saved. It is believers. It is believers on the Lord.

Right after my conversion, when I was young in the faith and did not know much about the Word of God, Satan plagued me with doubts. I went to a pastor and said, "I am worried about my salvation."  "Oh, Jess, I know you are saved," he answered.

But his believing I was saved did not satisfy me. I had to know it in my own heart. I thank God that today I know it, and you can know it too.

Several years ago I was superintendent of a Sunday school. We were gathered one evening--‑the Sunday school teachers, officers, and the pastor. I said to them, "I want each one of you to tell me how you know you are saved."

The pastor stood and said something that I will never forget: "Friends, I know I am saved because I love Jesus Christ."

That is the best answer I have ever heard. If you love Jesus Christ, you are saved. Lost men do not love Christ. Unsaved men do not love Christ. Only those who are born again love Jesus Christ.

If you can say, "I know down in the depths of my soul that I love the Lord Jesus Christ," I tell you, on the authority of the Word of God, that you are a saved soul. You cannot go to hell loving the Lord Jesus Christ. There is but one place for you to go, and that is heaven.

A Man of God

G. Campbell Morgan, the great expositor of Scripture, wrote volumes of messages on the Word of God. He was a tremendous man of God. Campbell Morgan said again and again, "I was raised in a Christian home, and my father and mother loved the Lord Jesus. From the very beginning, I learned to love Him. I did not have any definite crisis. I cannot tell you the time or the place where I was horn again, but I know that I love Jesus and I know that I am saved." Campbell Morgan, to the day of his death, could not tell of a time, a place, or an experience but he knew that he had Jesus because he loved Him.

In the studio in Atlanta I concluded a broadcast one-day, when a woman came into the studio and began to cry. "What's wrong?" I asked.  "I heard a preacher say the other day," she sobbed, "that if you could not tell the time and place when you were saved, you were not saved."  "Look at me," I said. "What, do you think about Jesus?"  Her face lighted up with joy, and her eyes flashed. "He's wonderful. He's wonderful! I love Him!"  "Sister, you are saved," I answered. "You can't be lost loving Jesus. You can't be lost trusting Jesus. That's impossible. That's what salvation is--‑loving and trusting Jesus."

I have heard different ones say, "What worries me is these testimony meetings, when people tell their experiences. I hear someone tell what a wonderful experience he had‑--electricity running up and down his spine, seeing visions and all that sort of thing. If this person had all that when he was converted, evidently I am not saved."

Paul's Experience

One day there was a man walking down the Damascus road, hating Jesus Christ's very name with all the venom of his soul. He was Saul of Tarsus. Suddenly the heavens opened. He looked squarely in the face of Jesus Christ and actually heard His voice say, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?" He was smitten blind and was led into the city. There Jesus sent Ananias to speak to him. He was converted and went out to blaze the gospel all over the world.

What did Paul do when he told people how to be saved? Did he go all over the Roman Empire saying, "Friends, if you want to be saved, you have to be walking down the Damascus Road, be stricken blind, and actually look into the face of Jesus and hear a voice from heaven calling your name.?" Did Paul say that? Absolutely not. He said that one must trust the Lord Jesus to be saved. That was his message.

Paul had a tremendous experience, but he was not saved by his experience. There was but one Pauline experience. I did not have it, and you did not have it. God meets each one of us differently. The important thing is faith in the Lord Jesus.

One day Jesus Christ was walking quietly beside the Lake of Galilee. He saw two fishermen mending their nets, and He said quietly to them, "Follow me." Those fishermen forsook their nets and followed Him. That is the story of the apostles. Different from Paul's conversion? Entirely different. They did not hear a voice from heaven. They did not see a heavenly manifestation. They simply heard the quiet voice of the Saviour saying, "Follow me," and they arose and followed Him.

The important thing today is, are you trusting in Jesus for salvation? Are you depending upon Him? Do you have confidence that the Son of God will take care of you in life, that He will take care of you in death, and that He will bring you to heaven? He said that He would, and He proved it by pouring out His blood.

If you can answer those questions in the affirmative, I tell you that you are saved. It is not by much faith that we are saved. Little faith will save, just as much as great faith. Is your faith directed to Jesus and Jesus alone? If so, you are a saved soul today.

The Thief's Conversion

Outside the walls of Jerusalem there is a hill called Golgoltha. On that hill stand three crosses. On the central cross hangs the Son of God dying for the sins of every last one of us who has ever come into this world or ever will. On one cross hangs a thief. This man curses and rails on Christ and dies and drops into hell, with the Saviour within reach. The other thief turns to Jesus and is gloriously saved. He is in heaven today on the authority of the Word of God.

How did he become saved? First of all, he recognized his sinfulness. He said, "We receive the due reward of our deeds." Then he admitted the sinlessness and Lordship of Jesus, and he called Him "Lord," which means "Master." The third thing he did sealed his salvation. He called upon Him in faith. He simply said, "Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom." Like a flash, the Son of God replied, "Today shalt thou be with me in Paradise."

That, thief is in heaven with Jesus now. He never joined a church, for joining a church does not save one. He had not been baptized, so baptism does not save one. He had not taken of communion, so the partaking of communion does not save one. He had not done any good works; he never won a soul to Christ. These things do not save us.

Please do not misunderstand me. These things all have their proper place. If the thief on the cross had lived, her would doubtless have joined the church. He would have followed his Lord in baptism, because he loved Jesus and wanted to obey Him. Then he would have worked for the Son of God Who loved him and died for him. He would have partaken of the Lord's Supper. He would have read His Bible, prayed, and given every evidence of a saved soul.

Faith Alone Saves

These are not the things that save. It is faith in the Lord Jesus. When you admit, "Lord, I am a sinner. I need You. I believe in You as the Son of the living God dying for my sins, and I want You, Jesus, to remember me. I put my soul into Your care and keeping for time and eternity, believing that You will take care of me and bring me safely home to heaven."

If in faith you can say, "I am trusting Jesus," that is enough. He will take care of you. Faith is not an emotion. It is looking only to Jesus. It is putting your trust in the Son of God.

Hebrews 11 is a wonderful passage. By faith Israel kept the Passover that the destroyer might not touch the first‑born. The destroyer could not even touch them, much less hurt them or kill them! When you trust Christ as your Passover Lamb, the Lamb of God dying in your place, the destroyer cannot touch you. You will never be destroyed. You will never perish. You will have everlasting life.

Jesus hung there on the cross, with the blood streaming from His head, His hands, His body, and His feet.  Jesus paid your debt, past, present, and future in full. The moment you accept Him and trust Him, that moment He will save you. All God asks you to do is love Jesus, trust Him. I beg you now to trust Him.

One of our great preachers had a little daughter who loved Jesus. She became seriously ill and was to have an operation. The doctor said he did not think she could live.  The great preacher asked if he might go into the operating room with her. When they wheeled the little girl into the room, she looked up in his face and said, "Daddy, what are you doing here?"

The minister could not tell her that she was going to die, so he made some excuse. "Daddy, you are not fooling me. I am going to die, and you have come in here to see me," she said. "Don't worry about me. I am trusting Jesus, and I am going to heaven to be with Him. I will be all right."

She died and went into glory with the simple faith of a child.  

If you trust Jesus with that same simple faith right now, you will be saved.
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