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Romans Chapter 7

Friends, today we come to one of the most amazing studies in the Bible, one that we need to know, in the seventh chapter of Romans.

Now let me recapitulate for just a moment. In Romans 6 we had two divisions. In Romans 6:1‑14 we had the mystical union of Christ and the believer. And then, in Romans 6:13‑23 we had the secret of the realization of victory in the Christian life, and that was to yield ourselves unto God so that His Holy Spirit might work and live the life of Christ through us.

Now as we think about HOW to live the life of victory in union with Christ, by yielding to God, the great question comes, "Where does the Law come in?" Romans 7 answers that, and we find that in Romans 7 there is a CHANGE, in this present time, from Law to Grace.

There are two illustrations of this. First, the illustration of SLAVERY, the slavery unto sin and death. We have been FREED from that slavery. Second, the illustration of MARRIAGE. A wife is free from her husband at death just as a slave is freed from his master at death. We are reckoned to have DIED WITH CHRIST, so we are no longer SLAVES to sin, and no longer MARRIED to sin.

Next we have the Law and its relationship to sin, in Romans 7.

Then we have Paul's experience that the Law failed to save him.

And then, Paul's victory IN CHRIST.

And that brings us to Romans 8 and "there is no condemnation in Christ Jesus."

Now, first of all, let us turn to Romans 7, verses 1 through 6, and it is an interesting study. How we praise the Lord for it!

In this tremendous passage we find the CHANGE from Law to Grace has superseded Law, and we have the illustration of marriage to bear it out, the illustration from the law of marriage, applying it to the Gospel. Marriage law binds a woman to her husband ONLY so long as he lives. So with a Christian: he was wedded to his old sinful state, subject to the law of that state. This old life was killed, through his identification with the DEATH OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, and the believer is SET FREE to CONTRACT A NEW MARRIAGE, with CHRIST. And the FRUIT of that marriage is a NEW LIFE, quickened by the Spirit of God.

Now I am going to read verses 1 through 4 of chapter 7. "Know ye not, brethren (for I speak to them that know the Law), how that the Law hath dominion over a man as long as he liveth? For the woman, which hath, an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth. But if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband. So then if while her husband liveth she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress. But if her husband be dead, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress though she be married to another."

Paul sums up the teaching of the Law of Marriage, applying it to the Christian life: "Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the Law, by the Body of Christ, that ye should be married to Another, even to Him Who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God."

I want to pause, in reading that last verse, to call your attention to the expression, "YE ALSO are become 

DEAD TO THE LAW by the Body of Christ."

Dead to the Law! Ye are DEAD, as far as the Law is concerned, because you are now under Grace. That means completely SEVERED from Law.

There is a false group who deal with Law. They are always talking about Law, Law, Law. That is all they do: go back to the Law. This one statement, as well as this ENTIRE seventh chapter, and the entire Epistle to the Romans, and many other passages (Galatians and Colossians) teach us that THE BELIEVER IS SEVERED FROM THE LAW the minute he believes on Christ! He is NOT UNDER LAW. He is UNDER GRACE. This passage says we are DEAD to Law. We are alive to the Spirit, but we are dead to LAW. So when you find a group of people who are always talking about LAW instead of GOD'S GRACE and the SPIRIT, then look out, that is false teaching.

Now in verse 1 we read: "Ye are FREE from the Law of Moses and from the Law of Sin. For ye are not under Law but under Grace." He says, "Know ye not, brethren?" (Literally, "Are you ignorant?") "I speak to men acquainted with Law." He was speaking to men who knew the Law of God.

Then in verse 2 he says that a woman in wedlock is forbidden by Law to DESERT her living husband. BUT IF HER HUSBAND DIE, she is absolutely ABSOLVED from that law. It means completely absolved, or discharged, or nullified. Marriage is nullified at death, according to this statement: Paul was speaking of marriage in his day. If a woman was married to a man, WHEN HE DIED her marriage was no longer in effect, it was nullified. She was no longer under the law of her husband.

Now verse 3. "While her husband is alive, she will be styled an adulteress, if she marry another man. But IF HER HUSBAND DIE, no one can call her an adulteress if she marry another." Death severed the marriage contract, Paul was saying.

Now verse 4. Here he sums it up.

"YE were made DEAD TO THE LAW." Ye were made dead, AND REMAIN DEAD, to the Law. It is passive. Not the whole self, but the OLD self. The old state of self, which was really crucified with Christ, was MADE DEAD TO THE LAW. Where and when? Through the Body of the Christ! The Christian takes his place WITH CHRIST on the Cross, and THERE his old self is crucified! "The Body of Christ" means THE CRUCIFIED BODY of Christ. The Christian SHARES THE CRUCIFIXION of Jesus, and thus he GETS RID of his sinful past.

You remember that we have the illustration in Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress. Pilgrim loses his burden at the Cross! Isn't that wonderful? He lost his burden at the CROSS. It slid off his back. It is the picture of a sinner burdened with the condemnation of his guilt and sin, and he comes to the Cross and believes on JESUS, and his burden rolls away. He loses his burden at the Cross because CHRIST BORE IT.

Now, "Ye have been made dead to the Law through the Body of Christ, that ye should BE MARRIED TO ANOTHER, even to Him Who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God." Now the object of our dying with Jesus, living with Him, dying to the Law and being wedded to Christ, is THAT WE SHOULD BRING FORTH FRUIT TO GOD. "THAT WE SHOULD BEAR, FRUIT."

Now this is important! This teaches us what John 15 teaches us: that God's OBJECT for living a Christian life in this world is to BEAR FRUIT. We are God's fruit trees. That is what we are: FRUIT trees. If a man has an orchard, he expects FRUIT of that orchard. My father used to have an orchard, and he expected fruit from those trees.

And, he says, "That we should bring forth fruit TO GOD." That is the object of our being DEAD TO THE LAW and being WEDDED TO THE LORD JESUS. The fruit, then, that the Christian wedded to Christ is to bear, is that of a reformed life.

Now remember that the fruit of a pear tree is a pear. The fruit of an apple tree, an apple. The fruit of a peach tree, a peach. The fruit of a Christian life, ANOTHER CHRISTIAN! A CHRISTIAN BEARS CHRISTIANS. His life influences others to become Christians! His life influences others to Christ and to God and to salvation. That is what we are to be, friends, in the Lord Jesus Christ. We are to bring forth FRUIT UNTO GOD.

There is the illustration of being dead to the Law and married to Jesus and bearing fruit to God. That is a picture of the true Christian life.

Now verse 5. "For when we were in the flesh the motions of sins which were BY THE LAW did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto DEATH." The NEW MARRIAGE ought to be fruitful. The old one was, when we were in the old contract with the Law and sin. The motions of sin, which were by the Law, worked in

our members, to bring forth fruit unto death‑deadly FRUIT, fruit that led to our eternal death. That was the OLD marriage; marriage to the Law, when we were sinners and the Law couldn't save us from sin.

But now, we are married to Christ, dead to the Law, and Christ SAVES us from sin. He pours His Spirit through us and bears FRUIT. The OLD marriage was fruitful, with bad fruit that led to death. The NEW marriage is fruitful, with GOOD FRUIT that is fruit UNTO GOD.

Now verse 6. "But now we are delivered from the Law, THAT being DEAD wherein we were held; that we should serve in NEWNESS OF SPIRIT, and not in the oldness of the letter." Now we are delivered from the Law. Literally, we are DISCHARGED from the Law, or ANNULLED. That means AN END OF YOUR RELATIONS with the LAW.

Again I call your attention to the fact that we are DEAD to the Law, in verse 4.

Here we are DELIVERED FROM IT, annulled from any union with it, completely SEVERED from it, in verse 6.

Who are the people then who are always trying to get you back under the Law? Look out for people, I don't care what they try to tell you about it, who are always trying to tell you about LAW instead of GOD'S GRACE and the newness of the SPIRIT.

We are to walk in the newness of the Spirit. We should serve in newness of Spirit AND NOT in the oldness of the Law! (The oldness of "the letter" means the oldness of the LAW.) Instead of being under Law, we are under THE SPIRIT'S jurisdiction. When we are born again, God, instead of hanging up a list of commandments for us to keep, PUTS HIS HOLY SPIRIT IN OUR HEARTS Who teaches us what He wants us to do, and He puts the DESIRE in our hearts to do His will!

That was the trouble with Israel. It was all Law. They didn't have the Spirit.

But God says, in the New Covenant, that He writes His Law in their MINDS and puts it in their HEARTS. That means, the Spirit comes in, and He gives us the DESIRE to please God. And that is the kind of life we are to live. I don't need a "law" to tell me I am wrong; the Spirit of God within me tells me that which is wrong. I don't need a "law" to provoke me to do right; the Spirit of God makes we WANT to do the right thing, the thing that pleases God.

So we are completely discharged and SET FREE from the Law, so that we can serve God in the NEWNESS OF THE SPIRIT, with the NEW LIFE that the Spirit brings into our hearts. NEWNESS of the Spirit, the OLDNESS of the Letter (Law). That is what we have here. Literally, "In newness which is the Spirit . . . oldness which was the letter of the Law."

So the ESSENTIAL FEATURE of our new state that we are in by believing on Christ is one of SPIRIT. That is the essential feature.

The essential feature of the old state was regulated by Law.

But the OLD has passed away! We are DEAD to it. We have been DELIVERED from it. Verses 4 through 6. We are under SPIRIT, not under Law. We are under the SPIRIT'S rulership and guidance and blessing.

The word "letter" here is the Greek gramma, and always means the Law of Moses, in Paul's writings. The Greek word for "Spirit" is pneuma (from which we get "pneumatic") and it means the operation of the Holy Spirit that is characteristic of Christianity, the Spirit of God operating in the believer's heart.

Isn't it wonderful to know that NOTHING, EXCEPT THAT WHICH THE SPIRIT DOES, is acceptable to God the Father? In other words, a man who is just trying to "do good" by keeping law is not acceptable to God at all. NO WORKS, except those of the Spirit, are acceptable to God.  It is GOD THAT WORKETH IN YOU that which is well‑pleasing to Himself. We are to WORK "OUT" our salvation, which God works "IN" by the Holy Spirit. Isn't that wonderful?

Well, friends, we have come to the close of our broadcast. We'll take up next, verse 7.

But remember, Romans 7, verses 1 through 6, teaches us that the believer today has NOTHING TO DO with the Law. He has EVERYTHING TO DO with the Holy Spirit of God. The Christian is to obey THE SPIRIT dwelling in his heart! The Spirit makes him want to do that which is well-pleasing to God and to turn away from that which is displeasing to God.

Let me ask you a question. Have you been born of the SPIRIT OF GOD? If not, go alone right now. God wants to give you the New Birth! You'll be happy in the Lord and will delight to SERVE HIM and to be pleasing to Him. There is nothing like BEING INDWELT BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD.
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