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Romans 6

Turn with me, please, to Romans 6, the marvelous chapter on Sanctification, the glorious truth of our union with the Lord Jesus Christ. We found that when we believed on Him as our Saviour and were justified by faith, something happened on the inside of us: God not only declared us righteous, but God gave us the very Life of the Lord Jesus and we are united with Him.

We were crucified with Him.

We were buried with Him.

We were made alive together with Him.

We were grafted together as a graft is grafted into a tree, and made partaker of His Life, so that His Life pours through us to enable us to have victory and power over sin and power to testify for Him.

We were raised together with Christ in the estimation of God.

We were set down together with Him in the heavenly places, which means our position as God sees us.

If we die, we shall be together with Him in the Father's House, and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Or if He comes before we die, then we shall be caught up together with our saved loved ones and we shall be together with Him. First Thessalonians 4.

Then God tells us that the way to bear fruit is to "abide in Him.” We do not bear fruit by struggling. A branch does not "struggle" to bear fruit. It simply stays joined to the vine, and the vine pours its sap through the little branch and the result is fruit. We do not struggle, then, to bear fruit; if we abide in Christ fruit is the natural result.

So, God wants us to do two things, for much fruit: stay joined to Christ and stay clean. If we stay joined to Christ by abiding in Him, and if we stay clean, the answer is "much fruit before God." That is a wonderful, wonderful study.

Now we come to the 6th verse of this chapter. "Knowing this, that our old man WAS crucified with Him." The King James Version translates it "IS crucified," but the Revised Version and the best manuscripts have "was." Undoubtedly it is referring to the time when you and I believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and baptism signified what happened.

We were crucified with Him. When you and I accepted Jesus as our Saviour, we DIED together with Christ TO THIS WORLD. So we read, "Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed and that henceforth we should not serve sin."

Here are several important things. First of all, what is meant by "the old man," and the saying that "the old man was crucified with Him"? What is our "old man"?

Secondly, what does it mean by "the body of sin being destroyed?" What IS the "body of sin,” and was it destroyed, and does it mean that the believer doesn't want to sin anymore? (The believer is capable of sin.)

And then this Scripture says, "That we should not SERVE sin." There is a picture of slavery; we should not be slaves to sin.

Now let's see. Our "old self", which means what we were before we became Christians, was nailed to the Cross with Christ, crucified. And the reason for this crucifixion of our old self was that the bodily, sensual part of us, which is the home of sin, might be so paralyzed and disabled as to set us free from the service of sin. That is what he says here.

He says, "Knowing..." The Greek word is the participle ginoskontes, from ginosko in contrast to the Greek word order. Ginosko means to "know by experience, experimental acquaintance." So we know by EXPERIMENTAL ACQUAINTANCE, Paul says, that our old man was crucified with Christ. Something HAPPENED to our old sinful nature when we believed on Jesus!

Now notice the expression, "the old man.” Ho palaios emon anthropos. Our old man! What does it mean? Our old SELF! It means that part of us which would respond to sin; the bodily, sensual part of us, which was the home of sin.

You see, a Christian is two people under one hat! An unsaved man is not made a partaker of the divine nature; he has just the old man, the old self, which responds to the appeals and appetites and passions of this world and of sin and the flesh. But when

you become a believer; you are made a partaker of the divine nature. Now the old man is not taken away! But, he is PARALYZED. And that is what the word "destroy" means. I hope you will translate it "paralyzed,” and I'll tell you why in just a few minutes.

But first, let us look at Ephesians 2:15 and read these words about "the old man". "Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace." There he speaks of "the new man.”

Now chapter 4, and verse 22 (the main passage): "That ye PUT OFF concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt, according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind. And that ye PUT ON the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness." So, a believer is to SHED the old man, the old self, and PUT ON the new man, which responds to God. Verse 24.

Now the next is found in Colossians 3:9 where we have the same truth. "Lie not one to another, seeing ye have PUT OFF the old man with his deeds, and have PUT ON the new man which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him."

So you see "the old man" and "the new man,” emphasizing the necessity of a CHANGE OF LIFE. Now we have emphasized all along to BELIEVE, BELIEVE, BELIEVE, BELIEVE. But a TRUE BELIEVER IS GRAFTED INTO CHRIST, and made partaker of Christ's LIFE, so that he can live AS A NEW MAN, IN VICTORY OVER THE OLD MAN. Now let's remember that. NEW VICTORY IN JESUS.

Now Romans 6 says, "That the body of sin might be destroyed." What does this expression mean, "the body of sin"? Are our bodies entirely and completely sinful? Does God have a plan for our bodies in His Plan of Redemption? Yes! It is amazing how much God says about the BODY.

Here we have "the body of sin,” which means the body over which sin has taken possession. Sin has used our bodies.  

Now in chapter 7 and verse 24, we read, "The body of this death." "Who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" A body characterized by this awful, wretched condition of servitude to sin. We are going to find that Paul had the victory; but there he was trying to work it out for himself instead of letting the Lord work it out. So here we read of the BODY as being characterized by DEATH.

In Philippians 3:21 we read that when Jesus comes again He will change the body of humiliation and fashion it like unto the body of His glory. "Humiliation" is literally "the body of our DEGRADATION, our low estate now these bodies of ours have sin connected with them. But thank God, over yonder we shall have the body of our high estate and have no connection with sin! That is what I think the Lord means by His having a new name for every one of us. If my name was Jesse Hendley in heaven, there would be the thought of sin connected with that name. But thank God He has a new name for our new body and new selves! It is going to be glorious.

Colossians 2:11, "The body of the flesh."

So we have three thoughts: the body, which is given over to death; the body, which in its present state is in a state of degradation and humiliation; and finally, the body, which is the instrument of its own carnal impulses.

In this expression in Romans 6:6, "the body of sin,” it is the body which is the seat or dwelling place of sin. Notice then it is personified. It is the body of THE SIN. Sin is personified as a hard taskmaster, in that Greek definite article! The body of Sin!

Now it says here, "We were crucified together with Christ, that the body of sin might be DESTROYED." Now is the body of sin destroyed? Is it completely destroyed? That would mean we never have any temptations; Christians would never sin. As a matter of fact, we know that isn't so. We do have temptations! Sad to say, all down the line God's people have done things that are wrong. Does that mean they are lost? No, it simply means that THE OLD NATURE WAS NOT COMPLETELY DESTROYED.

The Greek word DOES NOT MEAN, "DESTROYED.” The Greek word is katargeo, and it means literally, TO PARALYZE, to render inoperative or ineffective, put out of business." Now let me illustrate. In Hebrews chapter 2 we read that through death Jesus DESTROYED him that that had the power of death, that is, the devil. The passage says (in the King James Version) that Jesus destroyed the devil.

We know that isn't so, because other passages of Scripture say that the devil is a roaring lion, walking about seeking whom he may devour and that he

will not be DESTROYED until Jesus comes again and binds him and casts him into the bottomless pit (Revelation 20). So the devil isn't DESTROYED; but he IS PARALYZED, for the BELIEVER! He cannot touch the believer! The man or woman who believes on Jesus Christ and walks in a holy life before God, the devil cannot touch: he is PARALYZED, as far as the believer is concerned. He is inoperative, ineffective, put out of business. He is not destroyed, not yet, but is put out of business. And there are other passages where we read exactly the same thing. That Greek word ought to be translated so; it gives a clearer sense of word.

So the body of sin is not "DESTROYED.” From that translation you would think that the minute you believed on Christ you would never have any more temptations. If the body of sin was DESTROYED, if all desires, all potentialities, all propensities toward sin were completely destroyed, then, beloved, you would absolutely have no temptation at all. But we know that we ARE tempted. God says so. So his word means "paralyzed, put out of business." The body of sin has been put of business! You don't have to yield to the temptations that come.

You can have victory in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now in verse 7 is a very beautiful truth. "For he that is DEAD is FREED from sin." The one having died is free from sin. A dead man has his quittance from any claim sin can make against him. It is true of the physically dead, and it is true of the spiritually dead. If I were to go out here to the cemetery and take a bottle of liquor with me for that man under the ground, I would find that he is not interested in liquor. He might have been a drunkard on earth but he is "dead to liquor" now. I might take other sins out their and hold them over him to tempt him, but he will not be tempted. A dead man is DEAD TO SIN; he is FREED FROM SIN.

But the word "freed" here does not give the full sense of this Greek word. It is literally, "For he that is dead has been, and remains, JUSTIFIED from sin." Sin has no legal claim on him. As no legal claim can be made on a dead physically, even so the Christian is ethically and spiritually dead and certified not guilty and exempt from all claims sin could make upon him! “Freed from sin” then means, "declared righteous from sin." It is our good word dikaiao. We have seen before that is has a forensic sense, a legal sense, and it means that the man who is DEAD WITH CHRIST the Christian, IS DECLARED RIGHTEOUS, ACQUITTED, FREE OF GUILT from all sin.

The idea is that of a master claiming legal possession of a slave. Prove that the slave is dead, and the verdict in the court must be, "The claims of the law have been satisfied. He is NO LONGER ANSWERABLE in the courts of earth.

So SIN has lost its suit in the COURTS OF HEAVEN, and cannot put in any claims against any one of us because we have been justified from sin! We have been DECLARED

LEGALLY DEAD TO SIN and there​fore, RELEASED FROM ALL SINS CLAIMS! Isn't that glorious? Declar​ed righteous from sin means com​pletely separated from it so that it hasn't any claims on us, anymore for​ever! I don't know anything more won​derful than that! Justified from sin! Declared righteous from sin! Acquit​ted from sin! Sin has no legal claims on the believer. Now that isn't true of the unbeliever; SIN HAS a claim on the man who leaves Jesus out of his life. But it is true of the believer: he is justified from sin.

Well, isn't that a wonderful thing? Let me ask you, Are you a true be​liever? Have you accepted Jesus as your Saviour and Lord? Then sin has no claims on you; you are freed. You are reckoned to have DIED in Christ, and you are living the new life in Him. That is what God wants you to have.

You say, "Preacher, I want to be acquitted in God's Court: I want God to declare me righteous from all sin and not charge it up against me. I don't want sin to have any legal claim on me." Then go alone now, and ask God to forgive you for Jesus' sake. Tell Him you ACCEPT CHRIST AS YOUR SAVIOUR AND LORD, and He will save you! Will you do it? God bless you for now and goodbye.
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