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I want to thank you friends for your prayers for the radio work and for our revival meetings out‑of‑town. Revival meetings are a great battle! They are a conflict!

I was reading the other day, while coming home on the plane, the words of Jesus in the Gospel of John. Our blessed Saviour said that the world would hate us and would not receive the Gospel. He said, “I testify of the world that its works are evil.” Wherever you see cities that are deep in evil, you find a great battle going on.

So I want to thank you for your prayers. Our revival meetings are a real battle from the very start. How we thank the Lord for the victory He gives in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ!

First of all, let me remind you WHY it is a battle to have revival. In some communities, you know, the battle is greater than in other communities. In one place, it is easier than in another place. The reason is this. In many places, the leading churches are definitely modernistic and untrue to the Faith. Multitudes of church‑goers (professing Christians) do not love Christ. They support, churches that are modernistic, denying the atonement of the blood of Christ and the infallibility of the Word of God and the precious fundamentals of the Faith. I thank God for the little handful of Christians, real Christians, found in every city where we have gone. There are always a few who love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Here in the South, we had better be praying to God to shut out modernism and do our level best to KEEP THE FAITH! In almost all of the Northern cities, large, influential churches are already given over to modern, satanic preaching and even the things of Hell. WE MUST KEEP THE FAITH! God will give victory if people will return to Him with all their hearts and pray and work in the interest of Christ and lost souls.

In a certain city, a preacher from one of the leading churches spoke over the radio on this subject: Twelve Ways to Heaven. He took for his text the twelve gates in the Book or Revelation. He said, “I am a Methodist. I'll get in one of the back doors of Heaven, somewhere!” He had picked out twelve denominations that would go to Heaven. And being a Methodist, he said he ought to squeeze in through one of the back doors. This message was broadcast over the radio! Can you image such an opportunity wasted?

A lady came to me and said, “I go to a church where no Gospel is preached. Shall I continue to go there, or shall I leave?”

I said, “You know the answer to that even before I tell you. For any real Christian knows that God is not pleased when His people support a church where the blood of Christ is denied.”

A preacher in a very prominent church in a large city said, “This BLOOD business! I can't take it! Away with this business of the BLOOD!” Brother, I cringed when I heard him say that. “This BLOOD business!” Talking about the precious blood of the Son of God and making it a common thing! The blood--‑the most precious thing in all the universe in the sight of God!

God says in Hebrews 10 that the WRATH of God is upon sinners' heads because they despise the blood of Christ and count it a common thing. Read that for yourself. That is the reason why we engage in a real spiritual conflict when we preach the Blood of Christ as the ONLY WAY of salvation. That is why we constantly ask for prayer. Prayer strengthens us for the battle! That is why God's saints ought to get together for prayer and uphold those who are in the front line of spiritual battle, for souls to come to Christ.

Recently I went to preach in a city where there had not been a united revival effort for 25 years!  Each little group was doing what it could, each in its own way. But think of what might have been done in one great unified effort. The men in this town have come together and have set up a union campaign for 1949. They have seen that by coming together, they can make an impact on the city that individually they could not make. They plan to set up a great tabernacle for the 1949 campaign and have it in a free place, and they are looking forward to the blessings of God on their city.

Friends, there is no doubt about it that God wants Christians to have the victory. And He tells us that we are to come out and be separate, and touch not the unclean thing. I am wondering if we are living the separated life. We NEED to live it. That's what God means when He says, “Come out and be separate.” When that lady came to me and asked if she should attend or leave her modernistic church, that lady KNEW the answer, for she was a real Christian.

Now what does God say about the separated life? You remember Abraham and Lot, back in Old Testament times. Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom and got into trouble. But Abraham lived the separated life apart from worldliness and sin and ungodliness and walked close to God! Lot lost all he had. He lost his possessions, he lost his wife. He lost his daughters in terrible immorality and brought on this earth a generation of ungodly people. Why? He pitched his tent toward SODOM in disobedience to the will of God. But Abraham was gloriously blessed. He obeyed God, had faith in God, and wanted God's way.

Friends, no child of God ought to support that which is modernistic. Modernism takes a compromising position. Modernism is not all out for God and the Scriptures and the blood of Christ and the great truths of the Word. If ever we needed to unite our efforts for the winning of souls to Christ, it is now. We ought to love the Blood, the Word of God, and the people of God with all our hearts. We ought to combine our strength and resources and money and efforts and work and tears! We ought to put forth a tremendous effort and labor for revival. Revival takes a real love for lost souls and plenty of hard work. When God sees his people in earnest about leading the lost to Him, He will honor the prayers and labors of those who want revival. A girl in a certain high school said that she had never seen a revival in all her life. Think of it! And there are cities all over America who have never known what it is to have a real revival. Oh, the need in our land today for the Message of the Lord!

Abraham lived the separated life, walked with God, and God blessed him.

Do you remember Samson? Samson gave in. For a while he lived a separated life. Then he began to dabble in the things of the world. He fell into sin, lost his strength and power, and finally was taken by the hands of the enemy who bored out his eyes and made him labor like a common beast.

The people of God had better not trifle with the things of God! You and I should live the separated life, separated unto the Lord. Paul the Apostle writes in Second Corinthians 6:14, “Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers, for what fellowship bath righteousness with unrighteousness? What communion has light with darkness?” If a man doesn't believe in the Blood of Christ, he is in darkness. That's why the modernists are in darkness. They are unsaved men. NO MAN can belittle the blood of Jesus Christ unless he is a lost soul. What fellowship has a child of God with a preacher who denies the blood of Christ?

"What concord has Christ with Belial? or what part has he that believeth with an infidel?" How can an unbeliever walk with a believer? How can an infidel and a Christian get along together? It's impossible. The difference is too great.

“And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk in them and I will be their God and they shall be my people.”

Now here is a command of God, friends, and I want us to get it, that it may burn into our very souls. “Therefore, come out from among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing: and I will receive you, and I will be a father unto you and ye shall be my sons and daughters, with the Lord Almighty.” Many a man and woman are unhappy today because they are just not living the separated life, separated from the worldly crowd, and separated unto the Lord and His people. God says plainly that Christians should COME OUT from among them, and touch not the unclean thing.

We were in the home of some very fine, cultured friends. My hostess said, I had to get out of the First_________ Church of this city. I had been in it for 35 years. Naturally, there were memories and sentimental reasons why I wanted to stay, but I didn't get anything from Sunday to Sunday. My soul was starved, and the Gospel wasn't preached, and I just had to leave. The minister was modernistic.” Friends, listen. That wasn't the statement of a fanatic. That was the statement of a reasoning, sober, cultured, educated, Christian woman, white-haired now, and headed for Glory. “I had to get out,” she said. She was right. God has made very clear what a real Christian should do in such a case. Friends, we had better get out at the command of God, or look for judgment from God Almighty.

Second Timothy 3: “This know also that in the last times, perilous times shall come and men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce‑breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despiser of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, (listen) LOVERS OF PLEASURES more than lovers of God (listen) HAVING A FORM OF GODLINESS, BUT DENYING THE POWERS THEREOF.” There is modernism today! What does it, say? “From such turn away.”

From such turn away! Child of God, get out of it before the judgment of God falls upon it and strikes you along with the others! Lot pitched his tent in Sodom and God poured out destruction on the city with fire and brimstone. Get out, lest you be like Lot. God Himself says that JUDGMENT is going to fall on modernism.

So, revivals are always a battle from the very start. But, we see people coming together, thank God. In our meetings we have seen preachers linked together, laboring and working and praying for the sake of the people in their city. When the men of God are in the right place, the people come. Whatever trouble we have had was with the Christian people, trying to get them on fire for God, trying to revive them for active Christian service among the lost. It's heart‑breaking to see HOW MANY Christians have never done any soul-winning. So often, soul‑winning is not known in their churches. They are accustomed to going to church, sitting down and listening to the sermon, then going home, without any realization whatever of the need for bringing lost souls to Christ. They don't know what it is to be anxious about their loved ones and to weep over sinners who are not in the Fold of Christ. In a recent meeting, it took me two weeks just to get them AWAKENED and CONCERNED even about the Lord Himself! So, as a result, in that meeting it was difficult to get the unsaved to come, because God's people were not concerned, not anxious, not praying, and weeping over lost souls.

Christians, who are awakened to the need of bringing the lost to Christ, are really being used of God. In Lincoln, Nebraska, in the worst snow I have ever seen, souls came to God night after night because Christian loved ones WENT AFTER THEM and brought them in their cars, and during the sermon, prayed for them and wept for them while I was preaching. At the invitation, they even accompanied them to the inquiry room. Lost souls came to Jesus! They found the Lord precious to their hearts! I have found, in every city (regardless of how modernistic) there are always some of God's people. What could be done in every city in America if these PEOPLE OF GOD were fully awakened to their greatest responsibility --‑ LEADING SOULS TO CHRIST!

An old man came up to me one night. There were tears in his eyes as he shook my hand. I said, “You love Jesus, don't you?” He just broke down and sobbed and sobbed and sobbed. “Yes! I love Him, I love Him!”

Everywhere I go I find people who love the Lord Jesus Christ, who have found Christ precious to their souls, who are living for Him the separated life.

In Kansas, in a certain school that is definitely modernistic, there are a group of young men studying for the ministry.  Here is a portion of a letter they wrote me just before I left there. “Dear Brother Hendley: We, the following stu​dents of __________University, wish to thank you for what God has done for us through this ministry. We have all had a great spiritual blessing from your work. Some of us have found Christ for the first time during your revival campaign.” (Studying for the ministry in a modernistic school, and they are converted in a revival campaign!)  "Others of us have rededicated our lives to Him for fuller service. We cannot thank God enough for sending the Gos​pel to us, and may God bless you richly as you go on in His work. We earnest​ly pray He will continue to use you for the glory of His kingdom. Yours for Christ.”

Nine young preachers signed their names. They told me that they are going to be soul‑winners for Christ. One young man came up and said, “I'm studying to be a medical missionary. I have many years ahead of me as I prepare, but I'm going to dig through for the glory of Christ.” Others came and talked with me about missionary work. So, God works in spite of opposition! Those young men made a SURRENDER to the Lord! Oh, it was a great blessing to my heart.

In spite of modernism, in spite of the terrific battle, there is always victory for the people of God when they come together and labor and pray. In a recent campaign, 227 souls came to the inquiry rooms and got down on their knees before the Living Christ. How I praise God for each heart there that came seeking Him as Saviour and Lord! They were hungry‑hearted.

One Sunday afternoon, a man came at the close of the service. His wife stood by him with the baby in her arms. There were tears in the young man's eyes as he said, “Preacher, we thank God for this meeting. We drove 60 miles last Saturday night and my pre​cious wife was saved, and I have been saved tonight.”

You know, an unusual thing happened there. Some friends invited us to their home. After three days, they left on a long journey and didn't return till the final Sunday night, staying away two and a half weeks. This man, who had been my host, was a railroad detective. I didn't know that he was unsaved. I preached on that final Sunday night and he was there. Monday night he was there. Tuesday night when I gave the invitation to trust Christ as personal Saviour, to my amazement my host came walking down the aisle and I saw tears streaming down his face. With thirteen others, he went back to the inquiry room and knelt and accepted Christ. His wife immediately followed. When I went to their home that night, there he was, wait​ing for me in the dining room. Tears rolled down his face as he said, “Preach​er, thank God I was saved tonight. I was convicted last night and wanted to be saved. I wanted to talk with you. But somehow I couldn't get up the cour​age. I started once to come to your door and rap and ask you to lead me to Jesus, but I couldn't get up the courage. But, I am glad that it worked out as it did, because tonight. I walked down the aisle, openly and publicly, and accepted Jesus as my Lord, and my Saviour.”

Oh, listen, beloved friends, God will save souls, God will give revival.

One night, after the service had clos​ed and almost everyone had gone, back in the inquiry room was an old man. He was not a Christian. He was a lost soul. Friends couldn't get him to accept Christ and one friend said, “Come, Preacher, and help us.” I went back and knelt beside that dear man, and in two minutes he was rejoicing in Christ! As he got up from his knees, he said, “Thank you, Preacher, thank you!” I looked at that dear soul. He had got in, just in time. I said in my heart, “Lord it's worth all the prayer and labor to see precious, eternal souls come to You and be born again!” And I told that precious old man that I would have come there to his city JUST TO LEAD HIM TO JESUS CHRIST.

Today, friends, I don't know where you are, or what you are, but WHAT DO YOU THINK OF JESUS? What do you think of this Blessed Bible? What do you think of the Blood of Christ? Have you personally accepted Him as your Saviour? Are you among the god​ly or the ungodly?

Today I ask you to make your deci​sion. If you are NOT a Christian, will you bow your head just now, and say, “Lord Jesus, from now on I trust you to save my soul. I take you as my own personal Saviour and Lord. I’ll yield my life to YOU from now on and come out from the world and live for you.” Will you do it?
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