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Judges Chapter 6

In Hebrews, chapter 11, we have a roll‑call of the men of faith, and GIDEON is mentioned as one of the men of faith. Let us go back now to Judges; chapter 6 and see what God has to say about Gideon.

Gideon was a man who had the baptism of fire, All through the Bible we read of holy men who had religious experiences, who met the Lord and KNEW that they met the Lord. And, friends, when we see how they met God, we will know that God is no respecter of persons, and that we can meet Him, too.

I like Gideon. Moses and Elijah and Isaiah were men of great stature, but somehow Gideon doesn't seem so great. And yet, he won a mighty victory for God because he had the baptism of fire. The Lord worked through this man Gideon.

You remember that Israel was in a deplorable apostasy. Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. I wonder today, friends, as I study this Bible, if this constantly recurring crisis all around the world in every nation, the fear, and the war, and so forth, is not because of the evil that we have done in the sight of the Lord? Not in the sight of men, or our own sight, but in the sight of the Lord. The Lord delivered Israel to the enemy, the Midianites, BECAUSE OF THEIR SIN. And so great was their terror that they hid themselves in caves and mountains to get away from the enemy. They had no sustenance. The enemy took their sheep and oxen and everything they had. The enemy came up as grasshoppers, a great army, without number, and Israel was helpless in their hands.

In the midst of their suffering, THEN they cried unto the Lord. Sometimes, when people sin, they say it is no use to pray, that God won't answer their prayer anyhow. So they don't pray. But when you have failed God, that's the time you need to pray the most!

Here we read that when they did cry, the Lord sent a prophet unto them. They would have to know His will if they wanted to be delivered, so He sent a man unto them---Gideon. In verse 11, we read of God's dealings with this remarkable man, whom the Lord used to deliver Israel out of the hands of their enemy.  An angel of the Lord came and sat under an oak belonging to Josiah, whose son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress to hide it from the Madianites. They were hiding it away from the enemy, trying to eke out a miserable existence.  At that time the angel of the Lord appeared unto him and said, "The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour." The Lord is with thee! So we read that Gideon was a man to whom God could speak. Now why did God pick Gideon?

I used to have the idea (and I think it is current today) that God picks certain individuals arbitrarily, just because He desires to do it. I want to say to you that God uses the vessel that is clean and nearest His Hand, one who is ready to be used! And so it is in this particular case.

Verse 13. So Gideon said, "If the Lord is with us, then why has all this befallen us? Where are all His miracles, which our fathers told us of? Did not the Lord bring us from Egypt? But now the Lord has forsaken us and has delivered us into the hands of the Midianites."

That tells us that Gideon was a thoughtful man, an inquiring man. We learned that about Moses, when he turned aside to see the burning bush. He was thinking about WHY Israel was in that desperate condition. Why, he was pondering, had all that befallen them?

I wonder how many people there are in America today who are spiritual enough that God could speak to them and say why America is in her present condition. This tremendous debt being saddled upon us! This huge outlay for war, threatening our economy! Sin abounding as it has never abounded before! Murders that have never been solved! Gambling and racketeering and all manner of crime on the increase! Juvenile criminals and churches lessening in their influence, and worldliness waxing worse and worse. WHY? Few people think WHY.

Gideon was a thoughtful man, and he KNEW THE SCRIPTURES. He said, "Our fathers told us about what GOD did in the past." He knew the past history of how God had dealt with Israel. Joash, his father, must have been a godly man. Perhaps Gideon had a godly mother. Anyhow, he knew about God, and he was in a position for God to speak to him.

Parents, if you are not giving your children a knowledge of God, they will not be in a position for God to speak to them.

Gideon believed in a God of miracles. "Where are the miracles?" he asked. He believed in a miracle‑working God. He had faith in God, the God of his fathers.

Then we read, "The Lord looked upon him and said, "Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent thee?"

Ah, it is wonderful when God sends us, but He can only send us if we are men who believe in Him! We must believe in His miracle‑power and inquire of the Lord and the things of God.

We learn next that Gideon was a man of humility. He realized his unworthiness. He humbled himself. He said, "Oh, my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? Behold my family is poor, and I am the least in my father's house." May I say it reverently; the Lord's Heart must leap for joy when He finds a man humble in the least. "I am unworthy, Lord, of this job You have given me to do." Oh, beloved, how envy and jealously and pride keep Christians from being what God wants them to be! This man Gideon was abjectly humble. He was sincerely humble. Gideon thought God would have chosen some of the leaders of Israel for this job He wanted done, but no, God passed by the big fellows. God passed by the leaders in the nation and reached out and picked up this humble farm boy, because God could speak to him. He was clean. He thought about the Lord. He knew the testimony of God. He believed in the God of miracles, and he was humble.

So the Lord said unto him, "Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man."

And Gideon said unto Him, "If I have found grace in Thy sight, then show me a sign that Thou talkest with me." Some people have interpreted that as having little faith. No, friends. This is not the "little faith" of Moses. This man JUST WANTED TO BE SURE; and that isn't weakness! He wanted to be SURE IT WAS GOD who had spoken! I insist that true faith is NOT a "leap in the dark!" TRUE FAITH is as solid as walking on steel. Go not unsent, friends. Be sure that you have got the answer of God, and THEN go, in the Name of the Lord.

There may be a young man listening to me now. You don't know whether God is calling you into His service or not. Let me say unto you, UNTIL YOU ARE SURE DON'T YOU G0. If the Lord speaks, GO! But wait until you KNOW He has spoken. There are too many, I am afraid, who have gone out unsent. It is easy to do, in the service of the Lord. God have mercy, Let each one BE SURE.

Now what did Gideon do? He brought a present to the Lord! Gideon said, "Depart not, I pray Thee, until I come unto Thee and bring forth my present and set it before Thee." And the Lord said, "I'll tarry until thou come." And Gideon went and made ready a kid, and

unleavened cakes of flour, and brought it out unto Him under the oak and presented it.

Isn't that a tender thing? Friends, how few of us realize that we have things that we can GIVE to the Lord. Christmas comes around and we give gifts to one another. Birthdays come and we give gifts. But I wonder how many of us think about giving "presents" to our Lord? How often do we bring an offering--‑unto the Lord? There are many things we can do---give to carry on HIS WORK, over the radio, on the mission fields, in the churches, or any place where HIS WORK is being carried on. You can give to the poor, as unto the Lord. Oh, that we would come to Him.

But the first thing He wants of us is that we bring Him His own Son, as our sacrifice. Jesus died in our place, as a gift from God. He gave Him for us. That was God's present to us, and until we accept HIM, God will not accept us. No other present is acceptable to God until we accept His Son, and in turn present JESUS, as our Lamb, as our first present to God. After that, we can give other presents unto the Lord. Everyday, you will find there is something you can do for God, or give to God, that will delight His Heart, that will please Him. If you have a loved one, your sweetheart, or your wife, or your husband, you try to find them something they will enjoy, something they will want. Ah, friend, bring God a present of clean hands and a pure heart! Bring God a present of your talents. Give them unto Him. So Gideon loved God, and wanted to bring Him a present. No wonder God loved Gideon.

Then we read about the fire. "The angel of God said unto Gideon, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth." And Gideon did so. "Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out of his sight."

The fire fell! It fell on his offering, which he offered unto the Lord! Ah, do some of us wonder why we haven't had that baptism of fire, a definite, religious experience with God? We've never come to Him, offering Him anything! God gives and gives and gives life and health and strength and food shelter and clothing and loved ones and friends and work and so many things ​oh, how God gives! Life itself is an un​speakable gift! And yet, friends, what have WE ever brought to GOD, in a token of gratitude unto the Lord? No wonder God can't give us the baptism of fire. Let's not think of it as giving to a certain church, or to a certain man, or to a certain organization. Give‑--unto--‑the--‑LORD! And then the fire will fall and consume our offering and we will have an experience with God!

And Gideon said, "Alas, O Lord! Because I have seen an angel of the LORD, face to face!" Fear gripped his heart--- reverence! The holy fear of the Lord! The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. No man knows anything un​til he fears the LORD. That fear is the beginning. No man is truly educated until he begins to fear GOD.

And the Lord said unto him, "Peace be unto thee. Fear not. Thou shalt not die." Then Gideon built an altar there unto the Lord, and called it Jehovah​ Shalom.

Shalom is the Hebrew word for "peace.” So Gideon built an altar and named the place, "The Lord is PEACE." Not fear, not terror. If we are right with God, He brings peace. Oh, so many people today are living in constant terror. We are to have rever​ence before the Lord, but we are not to be "scared to death,” afraid of the coming judgment, and so on. Listen; if you are right with God, there won't be any judgment of sin for the child of God. The Lord brings peace to those who come to Him humbly and trusting​ly, and believe His Word and love Him and bring love‑gifts unto the Lord.

So God told Gideon to bring the men together, and prepare for battle against the Midianites, and the Lord used Gid​eon and three hundred men to defeat the Midianites. They gathered around the camp of the enemy and with trum​pets and pitchers they routed the foe and saved Israel. God delivered Israel through Gideon, because He was a man God could use, a man baptized with fire. He had a definite experience with GOD!

What God did for Gideon, He can do for you and for me. We can have the baptism of fire today, if we will meet the conditions. Let us surrender to Him! Will, you do it?
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