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Genesis Chapter 9, II Peter 2:5

Genesis 18:20

In the study of Noah, we find that God spared him and his family from the Flood. In the midst of judgment that He brought upon the world, He REMEMBERED NOAH and his family and brought them through in safety. And Noah built an altar unto the Lord and worshipped the Lord.

Then we read in the ninth chapter about Noah's failure. Noah became drunk. What an awful picture! After God had spared him! Drunk before his sons, who committed unmentionable acts of sin. The sons that went into the Ark with Noah were Shem, Ham and Japheth. After the flood, Noah began to be a husbandman and planted a vineyard and he drank of the wine and became drunk. When Noah awoke from his debauch, he knew what his youngest son had done unto him and said, “Cursed be Canaan. A servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.” Behold a man who, after God had spared him, a man to whom God had been so wonderful, having been brought through the judgment safely, here dog‑drunk! Spewing drunk! Horribly drunk! Shamefully drunk! A MAN OF GOD, a man who walked with Him. God says that A BACKSLIDER IN HEART SHALL BE FILLED WITH HIS OWN WAYS. It's a warning to Christians! God have mercy on us and may we be on the lookout lest we fall into a backslidden condition and get away from God, giving in to sin somewhere down the line!

We study now about LOT. In those days, conditions were so sinful that every imagination of man's heart was evil continually. The same conditions will prevail when Jesus returns to this earth, the Bible says. Consider Lot. Jesus said, “Likewise also, as it was in the days of Lot, they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded. But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. Even thus (the same conditions) shall be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed.” The same evil practices will prevail, the Lord says.

In Second Peter, the second chapter, “God,” we read in verse 5, “Spared not the old world but saved Noah, the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly.” Not only upon those in sin but upon the un‑godly. Ungodliness leads to sin. Leaving God out of your life leads to sin. “Turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes” (God burned them to the ground) “condemned them with an overthrow, making them an example to those that afterward should live ungodly.” (God expects men to read this Bible and learn about the past.) "He delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked. (For that righteous man, dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds) --‑not unlawful in the eyes of men who were doing them, but unlawful in the eyes of a holy God. There are things today that “everyone is doing” that God calls unlawful. Some years ago it would have been unlawful for people to appear as they do on the beach these days. It isn't unlawful any more. But God is still a holy God.

Noah was a righteous man. He was a saved man. And because he was saved, his soul was day by day VEXED in seeing and hearing the things of the ungodly. I'll tell you, Christian friend, if your soul isn't VEXED with what you see and hear today‑--things you cannot avoid hearing and seeing much of the time then, it is because your soul is not right with God! A real Christian will be vexed in his soul.

Genesis 18:20. “And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous, I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which has come unto Me, and if not, I will know.” Here we learn that God Almighty will not bring judgment until He investigates and sees that the situation is without remedy.

We read in chapter 19 that two angels came to Sodom. Lot sat at the gate, and, seeing them, rose up to meet them. And he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. Lot, you know, pitched his tent “toward Sodom!” We read in chapter 13 that when Lot had an argument with Abraham, he lifted up his eyes and beheld the plain of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as thou comest unto Zoar. So Lot CHOSE THE PLAIN OF JORDAN AND MOVED EAST. Abraham dwelt in the land of Canaan and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain. He pitched his tent toward Sodom. But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners against the Lord exceedingly.

Now notice Lot the backslider. Lot was the man who lived with godly, righteous Abraham and walked in communion with God. The downfall of this man Lot started with his EYES. He lifted up his EYES! Friends, today EYES are damning the souls of men. If your eyes are reading filthy, modern novels, or looking at obscene pictures today, the latest unchaste literature, with all its dirt and shame, SIN WILL BE KINDLED IN YOUR LIFE. Like Job, Christians ought to make a covenant with their eyes NOT TO BEHOLD EVIL! To turn away from sin! Do you turn away? Or do you let ungodly things kindle evil in your soul?

Lot made his CHOICE. He CHOSE the world. He didn't ask, “Will God be pleased with this choice?” He based his choice on “what everyone else was doing.” His EYES led him to make a wrong choice. Instead of choosing the separated life with godly Abraham, he chose the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. It's always a dangerous thing to forsake the company of the godly! It is written in Hebrews 10:25 that we are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, but we are to encourage one another, and so much the more as we see the day approaching of the Return of Jesus!

The next thing was ACTIVITY. Sight, then choice, then movement toward his choice. Lot separated from Abraham. Abraham chose to live with God; Lot chose to live with the sinners of Sodom and Gomorrah. And Lot DWELT in the cities of the plain. Sight; choice; movement toward the choice; separation from the godly; and then a settled condition among sinners! That is a sure way DOWN for the child of God tampering with sin!

Now when Lot saw the angels (chapter 19) he bowed himself to the ground. He constrained them to come in and spend the night. They accepted his invitation and came in, but the wicked men of the city came to Lot's door to do wickedly toward Lot's two guests. Paul in Romans I talks about sins unmentionable. How evil men can get! Lot said, “My brethren, do not so wickedly.” The report has come from our own government survey that people are living in the vilest kinds of SIN. Notice, Lot calls the sinners of Sodom “My Brethren!” What an awful thing. Lot has no testimony for the Lord. The men would have broken down the door to get in had not the Lord smitten them with blindness.

Lot lost his testimony before his sons-in‑law. His daughters married the ungodly sinners of Sodom and Gomorrah. He lost his own children to the devil's crowd!

The angels then told Lot to gather together his loved ones and make haste to get out of the city, for the Lord was going to destroy the city. Think of New York and the other great cities of our land, where MILLIONS never darken the door of a church! Think about Chicago. Think about Atlanta. Think of the MILLIONS that would drop into Hell if the bombs should fall! Oh, God WARNS about ungodliness. Here the angels WARNED LOT to hasten and leave the city. But Lot LINGERED! He LINGERED! He found it hard to separate himself from the evil of this world. Oh, I want to be so separate from the world that it will be easy to go with the Lord when He calls.

The angels said, “Arise . . . lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.” And while Lot lingered, the men of the city laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two children. The angels said, “Escape for thy life! Look not behind thee, neither stay thou in the plain. Escape to the mountains lest thou be consumed.” And Lot said to them, “Oh, not so!” And the Lord rained fire and brimstone upon the cities and leveled them to the ground.

But Lot's wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. God struck her down. God judged her. Jesus said, “Remember Lot's wife,” Why? She disobeyed the command. She disobeyed God's call. She left the city, but she disobeyed the Lord's Word. Brother, we'd better LISTEN TO WHAT GOD SAYS IN THE BIBLE.

And Lot dwelt in the mountain and his two daughters with him, and we read the awful record that they made their father drunk and raised up an unholy seed, the Moabites and Ammonites. Notice DRINK here. Oh, anybody who plays with drink is not only foolish but defies the God Who says, “DO NOT DO IT.”

I saw a man the other night on the street and he said to me, “Gimme a dime.” I reached into my pocket and got a dime. I said, “I am a preacher and this is God's money. Be sure you spend it right.” He looked at me, startled. He said, “I can't lie to you. I was going to spend it on drink.” I said, “What about your old godly mother?” And he said, “I've got a mother who has been praying for me for years. I want to give up my drink. Let's pray.” We knelt there in the grass beside the street. He cried unto God! He said, “Preacher, you touched my heart. I couldn't tell you a lie. I couldn't spend that dime, God's money, on liquor.” He wouldn't spend God's dime, but he would destroy the body God gave him. He had respect for that dime, but not for his own body! He gave it over to the devil in Hell. How many men and women are drinking today, living in lust, living in sodomy, living in shame! How many people are going to the doctors, nothing wrong with them physically, but wrong in their minds and souls and consciences! They need to get right with God. They are bound by sin. They are headed for God's wrath and judgment.

As it was in the days of Lot, so shall it be in the day of the coming of Christ! Are you among those who are living for God? Or are you backslidden? COME BACK TO GOD NOW. Will you do it?
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