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Acts 26:22

If you have your Bibles, friends, turn with me now to Acts the 26th chapter, and verse 22, and we are going to study today the life of a Christian witness, the life of a Christian witness back in the time of Paul; in fact, the life of Paul himself, which gives to us the idea of a Christian witness, because that is our business in the world, and that is what he said he was, here in this particular place.

Now notice in verse 22, "Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: that Christ should suffer, and that He should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should show light unto the people and to the Gentiles."

"Having therefore obtained help from God, I continue to this day." Here we have Paul's life, the life of a Christian witness. Now notice, Paul says that his life was one of jeopardy. "For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple and went about to kill me."

But there are three things that are read about the life of a Christian witness here, of Paul. First, Paul obtains help in danger. Second, he continues; he never stops witnessing. Third, he witnesses the truths of the Bible to everyone possible. Now there is the picture of a true New Testament witness, which Paul was. He obtains help from God to do the work. He continues; he does not give up. And, he witnesses the Word of God to everybody possible, small and great.

Now let's break that up just for a moment. Paul, first of all, obtains help. We just read of the dangerous days he lived in. "For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple and went about TO KILL ME." They tried to kill him. But he obtained help from GOD in the midst of his danger. Having obtained help from God, in danger of death. We learn then the solemn lesson, and wonderful lesson, that God's witness always has God's help, and God's protection. God's witness cannot die as long as God wants him to witness. Somebody else has said, "God's workers are immortal until their work is finished. Then God calls them home." Isn't that a wonderful thing? I tell you that has been burning in my soul since I have studied it. "Having obtained help from God I continue unto this day, WITNESSING." How about you? God help us! This is Paul, but you and I are sent on the same mission as Paul, to be witnesses for the Lord. Are you obtaining help from God?

Maybe your danger and mine today is not the danger of being killed, physically, and nobody is trying to grab us and tear us limb from limb and stone us, as they did the Apostle Paul. They tried to murder him, physically.

He said, "We are delivered over to death." He said, "We die daily." He said, "We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter."

Well, I think there is a worse danger today: the worldliness, the softness of Christianity! Worldliness! Young people in particular see professing Christians living worldly lives. I think that is a worse danger by far, than the danger of physical violence and harm.

No, sir! Obtain help from God! We need help from God today to see the truth and LIVE it, to have the courage to live the New Testament, to read the New Testament, to take up our cross daily and follow Him, to love NOT the world, to come out from among them and be separate and touch not the unclean thing, to be not simply "SAYERS", "Lord, Lord," but to be "DOERS" of the Word of God. Yes, to put Christ and His work absolutely FIRST in our lives. We need to obtain help from God, to live a virile, honest‑to‑goodness Christian life in the midst of a backslidden church and a worldly‑minded group of personalities. For believe me, the majority of professing Christians today do not have their hearts and souls in the things of God. One man of God said that out of a church of 3,000 people, 500 people carry on all the work. They are regular in attendance. They do the praying. They do the Sunday School work. They do the giving. They do the whole business, while 2500 other members are negligible. Oh, beloved! What class are you in? Paul said, "I obtain help from God," in all the dangers of the Christian life.

Thank God, God stands by His children. Jesus says, "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature, and lo, I am with you always." All the days! "Even unto the consummation of the age." I‑AM‑WITH‑YOU! I'll go with you as you go! So, Paul obtained help from the Lord.

The second thing a Christian does is not only obtain help in danger but he CONTINUES. He never thinks about stopping. "I CONTINUE unto this day." Paul was beaten. Paul was beset by men who jeopardized his life, wanted his life. Bloodthirsty men! Did all these stop Paul? No. If you ever feel like quitting, just turn to the Corinthian letters and read his own record of what he suffered in the Name of the Lord Jesus. But he continued! I love that statement about Daniel: "Daniel CONTINUED." In the last verse of chapter 1, "Daniel continued even unto the days of Cyrus." He just kept on keeping on. God's people don't stop; they CONTINUE. They love the Word. They love prayer. They love souls. They continue in the work of God.

Then the third thing about a true witness of Jesus is that he will WITNESS. "Having obtained help from God I continue unto this day WITNESSING." That is the chief business of the child of God. "Testifying to small and great‑‑‑" What? "None other things than those which we find in the prophets and Moses." That is the Bible. The prophets and Moses constituted the Old Testament, and that was the Bible Paul had. He said, "I am TELLING the same things the Bible says." The Bible only! Paul witnessed the Bible. Filled with the Scriptures, he gave out the Word of God. He witnessed to small and great. He didn't despise the great; he didn't despise the small. Paul talked and witnessed to anybody who would listen to him, about the things of Jesus found in the Bible. So there we have the marvelous witness of the Apostle Paul.

So we learn then that the Christian witness must know two things: First, he must know his Bible. He must know the prophets and Moses, and today he will know his New Testament, of course. Then he will know a second thing: he will KNOW CHRIST in the Bible. For out of all written in Moses and the prophets, he says that CHRIST should suffer. CHRIST was the Theme that Paul drew right out of the Bible. So the Christian witness must know his Bible (the prophets and Moses) and must know about CHRIST IN THE BIBLE, and be able to tell others of what He has done. So the instrument that God has given us to win souls is His Word. It is still the Sword of the Spirit, as we read in Ephesians.

Now what is it that the Bible witnesses, as to Christ? It witnesses to His suffering. Paul preached to small and great THE SUFFERINGS of the Lord Jesus Christ. His sufferings for whom? For men, of course. First, that He SHOULD suffer. The FACT of His suffering. The Story of the Cross, and how He died there for us. Second, WHO HE IS Who suffered‑--GOD, manifested in the flesh, to reveal the heart of God, the heart of love, to men. Then WHY He suffered‑--FOR US, which means EVERY sinner. "Christ suffered for sin, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring US to God." Who is "us?” US means every person who needs God, who is away from God. "Christ died for the ungodly." "He Who knew no sin was MADE SIN for US, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." So Paul preached the FACT of Christ's sufferings, WHO HE WAS Who suffered, and WHY He suffered for us.

So the Bible witnesses to Christ's sufferings. And then, to His RESURRECTION. Paul said that Christ should suffer and that He should be the first that should rise from the dead and should show Light unto the people (that is, the Jews) and to the Gentiles. So the Bible witnesses to the suffering of Christ (and we are, too) and to His Resurrection for men; that HE was raised FIRST, that He should rise from the dead. We have the fact here that Christ arose. Death could not hold its prey! JESUS CHRIST CAME OUT OF THE GRAVE! 

Second, that He arose FIRST, which means that He is the firstborn of many brethren, the first to be raised of many. First Corinthians has that order. Christ the Firstfruits, afterward they that ARE Christ's, at His coming. Christ was raised from the dead; the next will be those who BELONG to Jesus when He comes again. We have that in First Thessalonians 4. The dead‑in‑Christ shall rise first, leaving the dead‑out‑of‑Christ in their graves. Then we who alive and remain (who are Christians) shall be caught up together with them (the dead who died in Christ) to meet the Lord in the air. And so shall we, Christians--‑dead and living translated and made eternal--‑EVER BE WITH THE LORD. Isn't that wonderful? Wonderful story of RESURRECTION.

I said to some friends the other day when they lost their mother (I say, "lost"; I don't like to use that word. I take it back--‑when she slipped away to be with the Lord.) "Remember, you are not lowering YOUR MOTHER into a grave, in six feet of earth. She is not confined to any six feet of earth! Your mother went to be WITH JESUS. Absent from the body, PRESENT WITH THE LORD, the minute she left this earth. When her last breath left her, she went to be with Jesus. She has already seen Him! She has seen His Face! She is beyond suffering and tears. She is beyond anything we know here, and you wouldn't bring her back if you could." And of course, they wouldn't.

RESURRECTION! Oh, what a Gospel! What a profound truth! My friends, there is going be a resurrection, both for the just and the unjust. That I believe. Of the saved AND THE UNSAVED. That I believe. More important than all things in this world, my friends, IS THAT.

So Paul witnessed to the sufferings of Jesus and to His resurrection, AND THE FACT THAT CHRIST IS ALIVE TO SAVE. "That He should show light unto the people and to the Gentiles." So here we have the fact that He is alive to SAVE. To SHOW LIGHT. That He should show light unto the people and to the Gentiles.

Now we called attention to the fact that darkness means the ungodly life, lived out of fellowship with God. And walking in the light means the godly life, lived in fellowship with God. Now Jesus is alive, and He is SHOWING LIGHT. He is showing the meaning, the truth, of how to know God and walk with God, to people who will receive that Wonderful Light! And I tell you‑--God help us to realize it and to live for the Lord Jesus Christ--‑HE IS ALIVE TO SAVE!

So there we have the CHRISTIAN WITNESS.

To recapitulate quickly, a Christian witness is one, first of all, who must know his Bible, the prophets and Moses and the New Testament; the Old and the New Testament. He must KNOW CHRIST IN the Bible, the great pas​sages that have to do with the Son of God, because our primary witness is to the Christ of the Bible. And, we know what the Bible does witness about: first, Christ's sufferings, and the fact that He did suffer; Who He is Who suffered (God coming in flesh), WHY He suffered (He suffered for US, sinners, to bring us to God). But not only does the Bible witness to His 

sufferings, but to His Resurrection, that He should first rise from the dead. He did arise first. And because He arose, He is the forerunner of all the rest of us who shall rise and live with Him forever. And the third fact is that Christ is alive today to save and is showing light and banishing darkness from the eyes of unsaved people everywhere who will turn to Him through simple faith.

There we have a Christian and his witness! A New Testament Christian and his witness. The Apostle Paul WITNESSED for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Friends, God help us today to search our own hearts. These are New Testa​ment truths. These are truths of the first century. Let us ask our own hearts today, "Is Christ real to us? Are we LIVING for Him? Does His Great Salvation flood our hearts?" May we live for CHRIST! May we read this Bible till JESUS IS MORE REAL to us than husband or wife or dad or mother or son or daughter, and may His salvation be SO PRECIOUS to us. May we know it so fully and so wonderfully that there will be noth​ing so wonderful as His salvation and our hearts will be bursting with testi​mony about HIM. His sufferings, His resurrection, His LIVING NOW to show light and to SAVE those who will believe on Him. What a wonder​ful salvation we have.

If there is anyone listening today who is unsaved, won't you go alone and repent and turn to Jesus today, and tell Him you are going to trust Him as your Saviour, for He died for you. If you will do it, He will come in and give you LIGHT such as you have never known before, and He will banish your darkness forever and give you eternal peace and joy.

Well, that's all for now. God bless

you, and goodbye.
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