THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN
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Luke 24:46-47

My text is found in Luke 24:46, 47. These are the words of our Lord. "It behooved Christ to suffer and then to arise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His Name among all nations beginning at Jerusalem."

The Bible says that forgiveness is to be preached, to be broadcast, to be annunciated, to all people on the entire face of the earth. The forgiveness of SIN, through Him! The purpose of Christ's resurrection is that men might be forgiven of sin, that they might know that forgiveness is open to them that He died for our sins and was raised again for our justification, and that there is forgiveness for every individual. That was the purpose of His resurrection. It behooved Him to suffer and die on the Cross and then to rise from the dead the third day, that repentance (man's part) and remission of sin (God's part, the forgiving) should be preached in His Name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Every nation under the sun is to hear the glorious pronouncement of the forgiveness of sin through Jesus Christ. Oh, how remiss we are in the church, that millions have NEVER HEARD IT! Isn't that a terrible thing, friends, that while you and I worship in magnificent, cathedral‑like churches, and while we live in luxury, there are multitudes who have NEVER HEARD CHRIST'S NAME, multitudes who live and die without hearing of Him. And yet His COMMAND to us is that we should preach forgiveness of sin in His Name to ALL NATIONS.

It is a wonderful truth, the forgiveness of sins! One of our great missionaries asks this burning question: "Has any man the right to hear it twice when there are those who have never heard it once?" Many of us hear it over and over again. Many people even ignore or despise this wonderful truth, that God will forgive sin through Christ. Yet multitudes have never heard it ONCE! Thank God for the wonderful fact of forgiveness.

Can a person actually KNOW that his sins are forgiven? Can we KNOW? Can we actually have the peace of knowing God cannot lay His Finger on us for sins in our lives, that they are blotted out in His sight when we confess them to Him and forsake them and trust Jesus to cover them with His Blood?

At the close of a revival meeting not long ago a lady came to me greatly disturbed. She told me she was the daughter of a minister, who had already gone to heaven. She was reared in a very austere environment. But one terrific sin came into her life, and for twelve years she had lived in terrible agony of mind and conscience and soul about that one sin. Oh, I tell you, it made my heart ache to realize she had been brought up in a Christian home, around the Bible, the father a minister, and yet did not know the FORGIVENESS of sin, did not know that the minute she committed that sin she could have knelt before the Lord and said, "God, for Christ's sake, forgive me this sin, for Jesus' sake!" She could have done it. But for twelve years she carried the burden of that sin. I learned that a person can be raised in a Christian home, around the Bible, in the church, and never know, for one's own self, the truths of the Gospel. Well, that night she found peace, thank God. We sat there for about two hours and we unfolded the Scriptures to her and wrote them down for her, so that she could look them up and read them again for herself.

Oh, the sin of not doing what God says, of believing our own minds or what men say instead of what GOD says! I say, AWAY with anything contradictory to the Word of God; Only the Word of God can give the sinner peace! People today are reading the writings of man as substitutes for the Bible. JESUS DIED AND ROSE AGAIN THAT WE MIGHT HAVE FORGIVENESS. Let us see what the BIBLE says, for it alone is God's Word to men.

"In Whom we have redemption through His Blood, even the forgiveness of sins." Ephesians 1:7, WE‑--believers--‑HAVE‑as a present possession right now‑--FORGIVENESS. We don't have to wait till we die. We have forgiveness NOW.

Some people say we have to wait till we die to know, and that till them, we must be in doubt. But can we know NOW? The Bible says that David knew his sins were forgiven. Romans 4:6‑8, "David describeth the blessedness of the man to whom God imputeth righteousness without works, saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are FORGIVEN and whose sins are COVERED. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin." No sin charged against him at all!

There are two classes of people: those whose iniquities are unforgiven, God charging them up to them on His Books, to be brought up against them on the judgment day, with the appropriate punishment for such who despise His forgiveness. Then there is the blessed crowd whose iniquities ARE FORGIVEN, against whom God charges no sin. All sin has been forgiven.

David knew the blessedness of his own sin forgiven. David experienced the forgiveness of adultery and murder.

Hezekiah knew that his sins were forgiven. He said (Isaiah 38:17), "Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back." Isn't that wonderful? Behind the back means unseen by God, unnoticed by God, out of sight. Hezekiah knew he was a blessed man, for God has put away his sin, forever, uncharged to him. All sin behind His Back!

All true Christians know their sins are forgiven. "Be it known therefore that through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins." Be it KNOWN that through the Lord Jesus is heralded the best news a sinner ever heard‑--the news that his sins are forgiven. All who believe in Him are justified from all things. Acts 13:38,39. All who trust Him and love Him and serve Him (in evidence of that belief) are justified from all things. That is, God doesn't charge their sins to them.

Can we know then that we are saved now, so that we need not worry about our sins anymore? Listen. Do you remember a blessed person one time said (Luke 2:77‑79) that GOD gave "the knowledge of salvation unto His people, by the remission of their sins, through the tender mercy of our God, whereby the Dayspring from on High hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace"? That is what God did! He gave the knowledge of salvation unto His people, the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins! That is what salvation is. He guides our feet into the way of peace, as a father guides the steps of his little boy, just learning to walk. My, what a sweet road to travel! The way of peace. No argument God has with us. Nothing to bring up against us. Nothing to lay His Finger on. Consciousness of sins forgiven by Him. Not that we are sinless, no. A sinless person does not exist. Blessed are they who know they have sinned, but that their sins are forgiven!

Someone says, "That is in the Bible, all right, but can we trust the Bible? Can we trust its statements?" Why NOT believe them, friend? Is God to be depended on? Is there anyone we can trust more than God? Is there anything we can trust better than the Bible? We are shut up to faith. God has shut us up to ONE THING for salvation‑--FAITH in His Word and Himself. God has spoken. He has spoken in the words of the Bible and we REST on the statements of God. Who are we to believe God, Christ, and the Bible? Yes. Not man, our own thoughts, and the thoughts of popular thinking today.

Do you believe that Christ was delivered for your sin? He was. He died for you. He died for the whole world. He by the grace of God did taste of death for every man! My heart leaps with joy to know He tasted death for every man, for that includes me. If He died for me, I won't have to die.

Do you believe He tasted death for you, that He was raised for your justification? Or do you believe that it was only partial, a half‑way work, that leaves part of the work to you? Sin is real. The holiness of God is real. The justice of God is real. The conscience that tells us right and wrong is real. The judgment is real. Christ's blood is real. God's settling the sin question on the Cross is real.

The Bible says God is satisfied with Jesus' atonement. The Bible says He will pass over all who believe on Jesus, when it comes time for the judgment. At the Cross YOUR SIN QUESTION was SETTLED, and you were made perfectly SAFE through what Jesus did for you. This is good news to the believer! Faith alone saves, but faith is never alone. Good works follow. Many people stop with Ephesians 2:8 and 9 and forget verse 10, "We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus UNTO GOOD WORKS which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." So when we are saved by grace through faith, then we walk in the good works He ordained for us.

The writer of Hebrews expressed his concern for certain religious people of his day as to whether they were saved or not. The earth, which beareth thorns and briars, is rejected and nigh unto a cursing whose end is to be burned. We are persuaded better things of you, things that accompany salvation. If the earth that bears thorns and briars is rejected, then what about individual lives that are supposed to bear fruit unto God but have only thorns and briars, the life not a life of blessing?

So, friend, in conclusion, the only safe way for any one of us is to trust Christ's blood and work out our salvation as proof that we have it as God worketh in us. It is impossible for God to work in us and through us and know it not.

You will be assured that you are vitally joined to God when you truly trust the Lord Jesus and work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
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