SOUL WINNING

Jesse M. Hendley

Here is a letter that has come to us from a lady and it says, "I have been a Christian for years, desiring to be something wonderful, but it seems that I am just a failure."

Just live for Jesus, lady. That's all.

You know, one time Charles Spurgeon (who became one of Britain's greatest intellects) was seeking to be something great. He was planning to take some college work and was preaching at the time. He was to see an outstanding educator, but somehow or other there was a mix‑up in the appointment. He sat in one room and Spurgeon sat in the other room. Finally, Spurgeon left. He said that at that particular time God gave him this truth: "Seekest thou great things FOR THYSELF? Seek them not."

We are not to seek great things for ourselves; we are to seek to GLORIFY JESUS. That is the way to greatness! Jesus said that he who would be first must be LAST, and that the way up is DOWN, and the way to be great is to be LITTLE. May God help us all to see that. Forget being wonderful. Forget greatness in the eyes of men, even in the eyes of God! Just forget all about being "great" and just do what you can to live for God and win souls to Jesus.

This lady is not a failure. Nobody is a failure who wants to do something for Jesus! Sometimes we get in the way of our work and in our own way, but God help us to do things for Jesus!

This lady says, "I know that Christians should be bold in the Lord and that Satan's forces are Timidity and Distrust. I want to be bold in the Lord. I want to be a soul‑winner. Pray that my backwardness will vanish. I am saved, but just have a troubled spirit. I seem to be under the power of the Holy Spirit, but to get up and prove it, I can't. I want to win precious souls to Christ."

I'd quit looking at myself. I think the main problem is this, that when we get to looking at ourselves we get into trouble. The way to peace and victory is TO GET OUT OF OURSELVES! Very frankly, if I looked at myself, I wouldn't be preaching and teaching over the radio and I would never stand in the pulpit again. I don't think I could ever teach a Sunday School Class. I do not look at myself; I look at the WORD OF GOD AND CHRIST. We are to live by every word that PROCEEDETH out of the Mouth of God. So let's look at the Lord and at His WORD and at others in their need, and LOSE OURSELVES in serving God and others, and everything will be well with us.

Now this business of SOUL‑WINNING is a wonderful thing. It is wonderful to be a soul‑winner for the Lord Jesus Christ. I pray that God will speak to our hearts now as we think about this greatest business in the world to which God has called us!

In a certain city recently, Doug Fisher (the organist for the campaign and a minister of the Gospel) and I drove up to a filling station near the hotel where we were staying. A middle-aged man came out to fill our gas tank. When he came around to get the money for the gas, Doug, who was at the wheel, cordially said to him, "Come to the meeting!"

The man looked at him and smiled. He was a very gracious fellow. He said, "What kind of meeting? Religious?"

Doug said, "Yes."

He said, "Are you Baptists?"

Doug said, "Does that matter?"

Then the man said, "I am a Hebrew." He turned back his sleeve and showed us the marks of a concentration camp where he had been during the war. The marks were tattooed on his arm. And this man said to Doug, "Where were you Christians when we were in the concentration camp? Where was the Christian Voice in the war days? You Christians have been working 2,000 years and have had no power. You have failed. Christianity has failed."

And Doug said, "Yes, Christianity has failed. But not CHRIST."

Then this man just poured out what he had against Christianity. He pointed at a girl going by in shorts about that time, just across the street. He said, "You don't see that in Europe among the Jews. You don't see girls walking around in shorts like that.

Divorces, you don't see, like you see here in America among Christians."

He called America "Christian.” He said, "Look there," he said, and he pointed to a drug store just back of his filling station, "at the lustful magazines on the newsstands. And yet this is a CHRISTIAN country." He said, "From early boyhood, I was taken to school and the Hebrew Bible was taught us, from the first time I knew anything at all."

My heart ached as I thought, "Oh God! We haven't enough virility in Christianity today to teach our children the BIBLE! To teach them to memorize God's Word! We bring them up on television and radio and magazines and newspapers and other things, but we don't bring them up on THE BIBLE."

He said, "The Hebrew Bible was our subject, and spiritual principles were taught us. The moral principles of the Prophets were drilled into my head everyday of my youth. The Bible was my subject."

I couldn't help but think about Jesus Christ: the only book He ever had was the Scriptures! My, how He KNEW the Scriptures! I thought about Paul: how he knew his Bible, brought up in the study of the Word of God. When he found Christ, all that was set on fire in his mind and heart!

He said, "Your children are filled with this immoral stuff. They are not taught spiritual and moral principles as we were. And you ASK ME to come over to CHRISTIANITY?"

I have known a lot of Christians who would have just left, at that point, would have felt defeated. But not Doug Fisher. He is one of the best soul winners I know.

Doug looked at him and said, kindly, "Brother, you have talked about Baptist and Methodists and Jews and so on. I want to ask you one question. What about YOUR SIN?"

This man realized he was up against a fellow who knew where he was going. He was right good to stand there. (It reminded me of two duelists, very able swordsmen!) Doug said, "You're a sinner, aren't you?"  (All this was very courteously done! All with COURTESY, no heat.)

"What about your sin? You're a sinner aren't you?"

The man paused a moment and said, "Well, yes. I'm human." There was a pause there for a minute. Doug had broken his defenses down. He admitted he was human, like everybody else.

Then Doug said to him, "What are you going to do about YOUR SINS?"

He spoke up and said, "Well, we Jews have a plan whereby we can confess our sins just before we die and be saved."

Then Doug replied, "There are two things wrong with that. First, what if you die suddenly? An accident or a heart attack, and there is NO TIME to make that last‑minute confession?"

The man had no answer there.

Then Doug said, with utmost Christian courtesy, "Brother, you know your Scriptures. You know that confession is NOT ENOUGH. Your Bible says in Leviticus, `I have given you the BLOOD upon the altar to make an atonement for your SOUL. It is the BLOOD that maketh atonement for the SOUL." Doug said, "Where is the BLOOD in your plan? If your hope is that at the last minute you make confession and God will forgive you, what is the BASIS of your forgiveness? On what BASIS will God forgive you? What is the basis of forgiveness in your entire Bible?" (Doug was using the Word of God: Where is the Blood?)

Well, about that time another car drove up and Ben said, "Let's go inside, and we'll continue this conversation." But then about that time his wife and children came up, and he said, "Will you wait a little bit? Or will you come back?"

Doug said, "Well, that's your wife and family; how about having dinner with us?"

"All right. When?"

We tried to plan a time to meet together, but we were unable to do it. There wasn't any doubt in the world that Ben was trying to evade us, was not willing to face this real soul‑winner, who knocked down every one of his defenses kindly, courteously, intellectually, trying to get him to realize his need of CHRIST.

Now you'll have that experience: some believe, some believe not. With Jesus, some believed, some believed not. With Paul, some believed, some believed not. Even after Jesus' Resurrection, some believed and some didn't. When Paul preached, some believed and some did not.

I came away from that scene thinking about soul‑winning, and later, as we were walking toward the hotel, I said to Doug, "If 500 persons here could do soul‑winning work as you did that, this city would be SHAKEN. The Christians in the Early Church DID such work! No big meetings, just person‑to‑person witnessing for the Lord Jesus!"

This is VITAL work. In true soul-winning work, you have to get rid of all the rubbish and get down to BEDROCK and help a man to face his SINS, and his need of being SAVED, and when he sees it, to point him to THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, HIS OWN PERSONAL SAVIOUR. That is the way of salvation. We must show others their NEED OF THE SAVIOUR, that they are SINNERS and condemned and hopeless apart from CHRIST. We must show them that Christ WANTS to be their Saviour: He has DIED for them. We must show them what they MUST DO to be saved: BELIEVE ON JESUS in their hearts, CONFESS HIM with their mouths, LIVE FOR HIM the best they know how, in dependence upon Him. We must tell them HOW to come to Jesus: JUST AS THEY ARE.

As you think over that experience Doug had, you will recall how this man put up a religious defense the very first thing. When you are dealing with souls, get down to THEIR SIN QUESTION and not the "religious question."

You remember in John 4, when Jesus talked to the woman at the well, she immediately brought up the "religious question." She said, "The Jews say that Jerusalem is the place to worship. We say that here in Samaria is the place to worship. Now who is right?" Here was a "religious question,” but that isn't what her HEART was crying out. Her heart was crying out, "What must I do to be saved?"

The Lord Jesus brought her face-to-face with the SIN QUESTION: "Go call your husband."

"I haven't any husband."

He said, "No, you have had four husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband. In this you have spoken truly.'

And she was convicted of her SIN and was saved! Jesus brushed aside the "religious question" and brought her down to her own personal relationship with GOD, the fact of HER OWN PERSONAL SINS.

Doug was using the same approach in dealing with this Jew. Christian friend, this is what YOU have to do in dealing with ANY person, in trying to lead them to Christ. Let me remind you again that EVERYTHING DOUG SAID was in LOVE, in KINDNESS. It was sweet. There wasn't anything harsh or ugly about it. He was not trying to FORCE himself on someone else. It was simply an earnest presentation of THE TRUTH, and it broke down the defenses and brought the man face to face with his own personal NEED.

Now in this particular case, the man was not brought to Christ. He didn't want Christ. But Doug showed him from his own Jewish Scriptures that God REQUIRES BLOOD for the atonement of the soul. He called attention to the fact today that the Jews have NO BLOOD in their worship, no blood offerings. He called attention to Isaiah 53, of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus; ON WHOM God laid the iniquity of us all. Doug brought him right to the point of showing him that CHRIST was the only Answer! In this particular case, this man was brought to the Truth, but he did not come to Christ.

You will have some of that, but you will also have some who will YIELD.

So, he brought him face to face with the SIN question.

Next, everybody has SOME sort of hope, or they would live in misery. He said, "We Jews have a plan. We confess our sins just before we die, and we are forgiven." Doug knocked that plan, that human plan, into a thousand pieces when he said, "What if you die suddenly, with no time to confess your sin?" The man had no answer. There was nothing to say. Then Doug called his attention to the BLOOD and to the fact that JESUS CHRIST is the Only Saviour. It was now a matter of accepting or rejecting CHRIST.

There is another thing in soul‑win​ning. A lady accepted Christ in our meeting. But she came back the next night miserable. The preacher said, "Is there any unconfessed sin in your life?"

She said, "No."

"Is there anyone you haven't for​given?"

"No,"

"Well, did you TELL YOUR FRIENDS that you had met Jesus?"

"Oh," she said, "No, I didn't think it was the thing to do."

The preacher said, "GO TELL what great things God hath done for thee!" She went out to tell it, and she came back the next night with a shining face, for she had been witnessing for the Lord!

Another lady had accepted Christ. She was afraid to tell her husband. She said to the preacher, "My husband is an infidel! He might turn me out of house and home."

The preacher said, "God tells you to TELL it, and you'd better do what God tells you to do." She did, and the next night at the meeting, her hus​band came with her, and he came back to the inquiry room and was SAVED! She had told her husband about her SALVATION.

If you HAVE SALVATION, then TELL IT!

If you KNOW JESUS, TELL some​body else!

If you want JOY on earth, just start WITNESSING for Christ!

Will you do it? God bless you for now, and goodbye.
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