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Matthew 13:31-32

Will you turn with me to Matthew, the 13th chapter, verses 31 and 32, friends, as we study about SMALL THINGS?

"Another parable put He forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like unto a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field, which indeed is the least of all seeds, but when it is grown it is the greatest among herbs and becometh a tree so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof."

Jesus saw in nature something of profound truth. When we saw a wheat field, and its waves of golden grain, He saw HUMANITY ready to be reached for God. He said, "Lift up your eyes, unto the fields, for they are white to harvest."

When He saw a vineyard, He said, "I am the Vine; ye are the branches. Bear fruit."

When He saw a lost sheep, His Heart was touched. He told the people that the reason He came down from Heaven was to seek and save the lost souls of men, even as that sheep was lost.

You know, it's wonderful to have a HEART. The other day I was talking with a pastor, and he was speaking of two other pastors. Of one of them, he said, "That man has a heart. The other seems not to have one, he is so cold and distant, lacking in sympathy and mercy and grace." The man who had the "Heart" was more like God, for God said He desired mercy, not sacrifice.

When Jesus saw a boy who had run away from home, He saw the Love of God, waiting for the return of the prodigal.

When He saw a woman sweeping the house diligently, in search of a precious coin (that belonged on her necklace), which when she found she rejoiced with her neighbors, He saw God finding lost souls and the rejoicing that takes place in heaven when souls are found.

When Jesus saw a marriage procession, He said that the Kingdom of heaven was like ten virgins, who went forth to meet the bridegroom, five who were wise, and five who were foolish.

Jesus saw some little children playing together. One of them was the kind that wanted all the other children to do as he wished. But nothing suited him. He wouldn't join in and be satisfied. They said, "We piped to you, but you wouldn't dance. We mourned and you wouldn't weep. You won't play with us, no matter what we do. We can't please you!" Jesus said that people are that way. There is nothing He can do to please certain people. They are never satisfied. No matter what He does, some people will never get right with Him.

Christ saw with SPIRITUAL eyes. He saw TRUTH in nature. He saw right into the HEART of things. The physical world, the material world, the things that we can see and handle and touch and feel with our hands​---these are only a PART of the world. Jesus reminds us that the SPIRITUAL WORLD is all around us, here and now. We are spiritual beings. God is here with us. Judgment begins right here when we sin. Hell begins in the heart that fails to let God come in. Woe to anyone who fails to obey the laws of the spiritual realm!

Jesus tells us of a grain of mustard seed, the least of all seeds. He points out the GREATNESS of SMALL things. Think about small things.

It was a small thing, that one sin in the Garden of Eden, but it brought the whole race down to suffering. It seemed a little thing then, but think about the agony, the untold consequences that resulted from SIN. Hospitals, sickness, death, funerals all of it has come from that little sin in the Garden.

Look out for small sins, friends. Look out for SMALL sins. The result isn't small!

I am thinking now about a Hebrew sheik, Abraham. God called him, and Abraham obeyed. The ENTIRE JEWISH RACE, with its tremendous contribution to the human race, came out of that call to Abraham, back there in a little obscure country!

Think about the Bible. It is a small book. But it has built churches. It has founded America. It has emancipated Woman. It has brought the greatest free civilization in world history. It has sent missionaries to bless the ends of the earth, changing men from cannibalism to Christians!

Think of the littleness of Christ's coming. He was born in Bethlehem, a mere village. Think of His mother, a peasant girl by the name of "Mary.” Think of His people‑--the Jews, an enslaved people, who had no great armies with which to conquer their enemies. But, think what came out of Bethlehem of Judea! THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD. Oh, what civilization owes Him today! What America owes Him! What the world owes Him! What your city and mine owes Him! What our families owe Him! What YOU, and I, owe Him! What we owe Him in freedom alone, much less the salvation of our SOULS. All this began from a small beginning in a tiny village in old Judea. Millions worship Him today, HIM‑--Who never wrote a book, but about Whom thousands of books have been written; Who never built a building, but to Whose Name buildings all over the world have been erected; Who never led an army, but millions of spiritual men and women have followed Him and carried His Message all over the world; Who never wrote a symphony, but to Whose holy Name the greatest music of the world has been written; Who never painted a picture, but Who has been the inspiration for the greatest art in all the world.

SMALL things? Don't despise them. Jesus had just twelve disciples. They were just fishermen, not men of the schools. But they shook the Roman Empire and drove out paganism! Twelve men, small men!

A man said to me the other day, "I'd give anything in the world if I had a college education. I am trying to teach a small Sunday school class, and I feel like giving it up." I looked at him and said, "Brother, DON'T YOU DARE GIVE IT UP! DO YOUR BEST FOR CHRIST. He will take your teaching and multiply it many, many times, till you would be utterly amazed at your influence for JESUS, if you could see beyond." I've seen it time and time again, that nothing is small in the Hands of God. Nothing is small when dedicated to the Lord.

Think about the Cross, outside the city of Jerusalem. Millions of souls have found relief from sin, have found for​giveness, have found a life of joy and peace, victory over temptation and des​pair, by looking in faith to that Old Rugged Cross, erected on a little hill outside the city of Jerusalem! Just a wooden cross. It was just six hours that Jesus Christ hung on that cross, and in that short time, HEAVEN was bought for every soul that trusts Him!

The empty tomb--‑a tomb is a small thing. But the EMPTY TOMB OF JESUS CHRIST means no fear for me, no fear for you, because it means that He is RISEN, AND BECAUSE HE LIVES, WE TOO, SHALL LIVE. DEATH COULD NOT HOLD HIM. Jesus said, "He that believeth in Me shall never die."

Faith is just a little thing. It would be wonderful if we could swim oceans and climb highest mountains and do dif​ficult things for salvation; but none of these things save. God saved men just by faith. A little child can trust God and be saved. But think what faith brings! ETERNAL Life! ETERNAL LIFE. LIFE FOREVER WITH GOD IN HEAVEN. Heaven is ours through sim​ple faith in His Son.

Think about Paul's conversion. Paul was a little Jew walking down the Damascus road one day, but oh, beloved, what the CONVERSION of that little man has MEANT TO THE WORLD. God used him to write thirteen books. Think about the churches he planted

all over the Roman Empire. Think about the inspiration he left wherever he went. Think of the ministry he has among us today. As we read of his courage on his missionary journeys, it brings encour​agement to our hearts when we are ready to give up. Oh, this marvelous man, who surmounted all difficulties by his matchless faith in Jesus Christ! He walked right on through a martyr's death and straight into the sunlight of God's glory! There Paul has been 2,000 years, singing with the angels.

Think about Martin Luther, just a humble man, a miner's son, and yet Luther brought us the reformation, that has brought us nearly every bless​ing we have as Protestants today, the foundation of our King James' ver​sion, our religious freedom as we enjoy it now.

Think about the little things in your own life. You are raising a child for God? It isn't a little thing. A little weeping mother writes, "I can't do much for Christ." You can do GREAT things if you raise that child for the Lord. The other day I learned of a woman who raised her children for the Lord, and there are over 55 descendants, I think, now definitely engaged in Chris​tian work because of that godly woman. She is elderly now, but she has lived to see the fruit of humbly teaching her children there in the home.

You win a soul to Christ; is that a little thing? Listen, that testimony will outshine the stars, and that person alone will win others to the Lord Jesus Christ. And it goes on and on, as when a pebble is thrown into a lake; the circles grow larger and larger, moving on out of sight.

You send your gifts to help us preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ over the radio. You write, "It would be won​derful if I could preach," but listen, dear friend, GREAT IS YOUR WORK. We could not preach without your help. We could not carry the Message with​out your help. Thank God for the "little" gifts. "It isn't much," you say, "I scarce​ly want to send it." But it is the "little" of MANY of you that makes possible the greatness of salvation to listeners everywhere! Yes, friends, whatever you do FOR JESUS is great.

You accept Christ in just a moment of time? Maybe it is in the quiet of a church, when suddenly your faith reach​es out and touches Him! A little thing? IT WILL MEAN A WHOLE CHANGE IN THE DIRECTION OF YOUR LIFE, TO THE UPWARD PATH THAT LEADS INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD. "The path of the righteous is as the dawning light." The dawn of the early morning shines more and more unto the perfect day, when the sun in all its glory and brightness shines down upon us. So it is when we are on the path that leads to the Presence of God.

You say it is a little thing when you begin to neglect prayer, neglect your Bible and attendance at Sunday school, neglect attendance at church. Just a little thing? You are losing the sense of the Presence of God, your soul is unhappy, your mind is restless, and you plunge deeper into worldliness, trying to satisfy the hunger of a heart that once walked with God! It isn't a little thing, to backslide. It isn't a little thing, to reject Jesus Christ. No, your life is hardening; your soul is hardening. You are drifting from safe anchorage. You are drifting out to sea and the winds of hell are blowing you farther and farther from God.

A little thing that each day you say "No" to Christ? I ask you NOW, to think about the CHRIST OF GOD, and what He did for you. Think of go​ing through life and eternity without Him, your only Saviour. Right now, there where you are, come to Jesus. Say, "Lord, by Your help, from this time on, I trust You as my Saviour. I will strive to live for You and help carry on Your work. I'll do what I can to help others to know You. Forgive and cleanse me of every sin, and use me, according to Your will."

A little thing? If you sincerely come to Him in confession of sin, and take Him as your OWN, PERSONAL Saviour, and make the full surrender, YOUR WHOLE LIFE WILL BE DIFFERENT. You will be walking with God! You will know His blessing! You have His promise of eternal life!

Will you do it? Will you do it?
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