SIX THINGS GOD HATES
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Proverbs 6:16-19

Now, friends, if you have your Bibles turn with me to Proverbs, chapter 6, and verses 16 through 19. Today we are thinking about things that God hates in our lives. I want you to listen carefully now. This is a very profitable message. THINGS THAT GOD HATES IN OUR LIVES.

"These six things doth the Lord hate, yea, seven, are an abomination unto Him. A proud look. A lying tongue. Hands that shed innocent blood. An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations. Feet that be swift in running to mischief. A false witness that speaketh lies. He that soweth discord among brethren."

Things that GOD HATES in our lives!

YES, GOD HATES. God loves, and God hates. And friends, when you and I are walking with God, there'll be things that He loves and we love. There'll be things that we hate, because God hates them. They are wrong. God loves things that are lovable and right and true and pure. But God hates things that are wicked and unrighteous and that hurt. God is always righteous in His love, and righteous in His hate. In Hebrews 1 God speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ and His blessing upon Him because "Thou lovest righteousness and hatest iniquity. Therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy fellows." Because Jesus Christ loved that which was RIGHT, and hated that which was WRONG, God anointed Him with the oil of gladness above His fellows. JOY was the keynote of His life, because He loved righteousness and hated iniquity. And that is true of us today, because God changes not! In all of His sons and daughters, He loves righteousness and hates iniquity. And when He finds a love for righteousness in us, God can bless. When he finds hatred for that which is wicked, He can bless. 

PRIDE

Now the Bible says here first of all, that God hates PRIDE. "A proud look." God says, "I hate pride! I hate a PROUD LOOK." They say that there is pride of face, and pride of grace, and pride of place, and pride of race. All four of those prides are heinous in the eyes of God, an abomination to the Lord, a loathing, a revulsion to Him. Why?

Take pride of FACE, for instance---beauty. Who gives beauty? God does. Then it is not of us. Why should we be PROUD of something that we ourselves did not create? We do not create handsomeness. We do not create beauty. Beauty is to be devoted unto God, unto that which is righteous.

You take pride of RACE. That is a heinous thing in the eyes of God. Who MADE us the color we are? Did we? Did we ourselves choose to be born the color we are? No, friends. Then pride of race is sinful in the eyes of God.

The pride of PLACE, position above others, elevation. Who gives position? Who is it back of our lives? Who is sovereign, who gives abilities and talents that we might use them for His glory?  I stand sometimes and watch a singer on television sing and I marvel. I say, wouldn’t it be wonderful to sing like that man! But God hasn't given me a voice to sing like that man. That man was GIVEN that voice. It was a gift of God. Why should he be proud? It was something that God gave unto him. So we must recognize that.

Then I suppose the worst of all is pride of GRACE, that "holier‑than‑thou" attitude. If God once blesses us, to think that we are above others in the spiritual life! That is a heinous thing to God, an abomination! Humility always becometh the people of God. God hates pride.

LYING

Then God hates LYING, "A lying tongue I hate." God says He hates a lying tongue, that tongue which tells lies, untruths, and evasions of truth. God hates lying so terribly that He says all such who do not repent and get rid of their lies shall have their share in the lake of fire burning with brimstone, which is the second death.

MISTREATING THE INNOCENT

The Bible says next that God hates the mistreating of innocents. There are in this world, the "innocent." And those who take the lead in sin God hates, those who take the lead in hurting others in any way. For instance, divorced parents sin against innocent children. God hates that! Oh, the awful, awful HATRED of God against DI​VORCE, because little children are

hurt! Little children have a right to 
a happy home, a godly home, to a daddy and mother. When the parents

split up, one going one way and the other the other way, the children are harmed. Someday, at the Judgment Bar of God, such parents---if they do not repent and get right with God---will find themselves in misery! A man who leads a girl astray, who tempts her to her first sin, sinning against innocence; a lawyer taking advantage of the ignorance of others and pleading a case wrongly when he knows he is wrong and that his client is in the wrong; families, who put someone in an institution for the insane, with false charges just because they don't want to put up with them any longer. Yes. ANY miscarriage of justice, anywhere, GOD HATES!  He says in the Bible that He DEFENDS the widow, He DEFENDS the little child, He DEFENDS the aged, He DEFENDS the oppressed! God hates

oppression and mistreatment. 

WICKED IMAGINATIONS

The next thing we read is that God hates a mind that imagines wicked things, that deviseth wicked things, that invents wicked things, that thinks wicked, evil, sordid, dirty things. I wonder, friends, if we'll ever get to the place where we realize that GOD KNOWS our thoughts afar off. He knows all about our very thoughts. All things are open and naked before the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. God hates the MIND that thinks wicked things. God hates the wicked things that go on in our minds.

FEET RUNNING TO MISCHIEF

God hates feet that are always going about doing wrong to others, harming others. Feet swift in running to mischief, harming others and that which belongs to others. God hates such feet.

FALSEHOOD

God hates false testimony, the telling of falsehoods or lies about other people. A false witness that speaketh lies, God hates.

SOWING DISCORD AMONG BRETHREN

God hates the person who sows dis​cord among brethren! Discord means lack of harmony. Discord in families.

A man who breaks up another home, God hates. It is a loathing and abomi​nation, a‑‑‑revulsion, to God! Discord in our own homes, such as parents who hinder children.

I was talking with a lady in a distant city, and she was burdened in her soul. She said, "I hate my mother‑in law. I HATE her. We had a little bit of trouble, and I wrote her a letter and begged her forgiveness and told her I was sorry and wanted fellowship with her, and she hasn't even replied. She hasn't shown anything but ill‑will toward me, and I know I can't walk with God with this hatred in my heart." I showed her the way of victory, thank God, and before it was over, she had victory over her hatred for someone else.

Discord in the home brings hell into the home and God is against it. He hates it. Discord in the business world, where men are fighting against one another, trying to make the other the stepping-stone for a higher position.  But above all, I think God hates discord in the CHURCH. Discord in the church! I've been in churches where my heart was broken. I go to one, and there is wonderful victory, the tide of blessing from the start. I go into another church and find difficulty. Discord in the church has to be rooted out. 

I was in a church not long ago where six deacons were telling the preacher that THEY were going to run that church to please themselves, and if he didn't do as THEY TOLD him to do, they were going to run him off. This pastor had courage and took it to the church, which is the sovereign body. It isn't God's plan for the pastor to be the "ruler" of church. The pastor is not to be a dictator. The deacons, individually or collectively, are not dictators. No small clique are dictators in the church. The CHURCH AS A WHOLE is the sovereign body. Whatever the church says to do in Conference is the thing the pastor must do, and the thing the deacons must do. A deacon is the servant of the church, not the boss. He can plan, he can recommend, but he can never "railroad it through.” He can never boss the church. This church I mentioned ousted the deacons and voted to retain the pastor and his recommendations. These deacons, do you think they came along and said, "We'll cooperate?" Or do you think they got out? (Which was the only thing they could do.  No, they still came, and sat on the front seats, GLARED at the pastor, and walked out! It was devilish, satanic. God hates that spirit of discord! Everyone was hurt. Souls are hurt when Christians glare at each other, with gossip and ill‑will. The pastor went to each one of them, apologized individually to each one, and then publicly tried to reconcile the matter. I know that to be a fact. But no, unless he left, they said, they'd stick together and run him off, and he'd be gone in six months time. But instead of that, God is reversing the matter, and blessing the church, and is giving a victory. We had a hard time in that evangelistic meeting, but we finally broke through after real prayer, and we had real victory for the Lord. I've seen that again and again. 

A little girl came to me, from this particular church in that distant city, and she was weeping. She was hurt. There was hatred in her heart because of the discord that had come up in the church.

Now GOD’S JUDGMENT is upon men for these six things, if they do not repent. God says if we don't repent of our sins there will be judgment upon us. But, though He hates sin He will forgive those who come to Him

in sorrow and repentance. He will for​give. "Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out," says God. "Whosoever confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall have mercy," says God. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us."  

You say, "I want God's forgiveness. What must I do?"

Come to CHRIST today! Come to Jesus.  Not to me; not to the church, but TO JESUS. Repent, turn from your

sins, unto GOD, and mean it for keeps.  Then finally, BELIEVE HIS WORD.  Today, if you come honestly and sincerely with a repentant heart, sorry for your sins, asking Him to forgive you for Christ's sake, believing He died for you, and receives you, and for​gives you, on the basis of His Word, you are saved. For He says, "Him that COMETH TO ME, I will no wise cast out."
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