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Matthew 5:17

Turn with me please to the fifth chapter of Matthew, verse 17.

Today we deal with the sins of temper and passion, which the. Lord speaks of as shutting out of the Kingdom of God. Now we begin with verse 17. I want to remind you that this Bible of ours contains God's Commandments, and every child of God is to keep the Commandments of the Word of God. We are not to keep them to obtain Salvation, but we are to keep them because of our love for our Lord and Saviour and our desire to obey Him. Christ's death on the cross in our stead, and our acceptance of Him as Saviour, is our only way of salvation but after we are saved, we will want to keep His commandments. 

To say there are no commandments in the New Testament is to belie the Truth. In verse 17 Jesus is speaking. "Think not that I am come to destroy the Law or the prophets: I am not come to destroy but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till Heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the Law, till all be fulfilled." God is unchangeable. The God of the Old Testament is unchangeable, and the things that were right and wrong in God's eyes are still right and wrong in God's eyes today. He has never changed. "Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so he shall be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven: but whomsoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called the great in the Kingdom of Heaven." 

There are commandments in the New Testament, friends. Every child of God should keep these commandments. Greatness or littleness yonder in the Kingdom of God shall be dependent upon our obedience to the commandments of our Lord found in the New Testament. Are you reading your Bible every day? And are you carrying them out in your everyday life? Remember, the Bible contains the commandments of God. Before we read the newspaper, and before we read any other literature, the one great concern of our lives should be, am I keeping the commandments of my Lord for this day? God help us to read His Word, the Bible! We have to stay in the Word of God. If you want a holy, Godly life, stay in the Bible. Read your Bible. Saturate your soul, your mind, your being in the Word of God. That is the only way, in the midst of a godless world, that you and I can live clean and walk with God.

The Sins of Temper

We have the sins of temper revealed to us in this passage, and we begin with verse 21. The sins of temper, the sins of anger. People say, "Well, it's all over in a minute." That is right. So is murder all over in a minute. So it is with temper. You can't recall it. It's done. Something's done to everybody around about you and something's done on the inside of your own soul. There's poison there. You are destroying yourself when you get angry. Notice what the Lord says, “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment; But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother shall be in danger of the judgment;" You will notice that I left out the phrase, "without a cause." It isn't included in the manuscripts. Some scribe evidently thought the Lord said something pretty strong and he thought he'd ease it over by putting in the phrase, "without an excuse," and it gradually crept into the text. 

Oh, listen, “whosoever is angry with his brother shall be in danger of the Judgment.” Jesus Christ says that anger is equivalent to murder. God looks at the heart. God looks deeper than your outward actions. You say, "I don't act badly. I don't do so many bad things. I'm not such a bad fellow." But all the time God is looking on the inside. He is looking at your thinking and your purpose and the turmoil and the cause and the soiling on the inside, of hatred and passion and lust, and oh, what a mess He finds there in the heart! God looks into the heart. God views the heart. God desires truth in the inward parts. He wants us pure in heart, for only the pure in heart, see God. And so we have it here. "Whosoever is angry with his brother shall be in anger of the judgment."

"Whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca (which is a word of contempt when you speak contemptibly of a fellow creature then you are guilty) shall be in danger of the council. But whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire." These are the words of Jesus and are taken out of the Sermon on the Mount.

People say, "Jesus always said the kind and sweet things." No, He didn't either.  His eyes were flashing when He said this. The Lord meant just what He said.  If any man calls another man a fool, when we've all played the fool, he is in danger of hell fire, because we are speak​ing a word of reproach, a word of con​tempt, and we are not the judge. We are the ones being judged. God Almighty is the only one who has a right to sit on the throne. You and I should never speak a word of contempt of any living creature. We have all played the fool.  God is the only One who has never played the fool. You and I have played the fool. We haven't any right to say such things.

Now there we have the word, "anger." Angry with his brother. Temper on the inside is a terrible sin, and the man that gives forth in bursts of temper is in danger of hell fire.

So the Lord goes on to say, "If you bring your gift to my altar and there remember your brother has aught against you, don't say a word, don't pray, just leave your gift right there and go your way and first be reconciled to your brother and then come and offer thy gift and I will listen to you." That is what the Lord Jesus says. Oh, brethren! What a solemn thing, these tempers. Sins of anger! A woman came to me in Lincoln, Nebraska. She was absolutely prostrated. She was one of the most unhappy souls. You could just see hell in her face, and all because her heart was boiling with anger against someone she felt had offended her. Boiling with anger! Filled with anger! That woman was poisoned with that emotion. That woman's life was out of joint. It was twisted, and all because of that anger in her soul. I talked with her a long, long time, and I trust that somehow she got the victory in the Name of the Lord Jesus.

Another lady came to me a few nights later and shook my hand and said, "Preacher, pray for me. I have an anger in my heart against others." And I said, "Lady, you'd better get it out, by prayer and waiting on God." She said, "How can I do it?" And I said, "Remember how much you have sinned against God and how much He has forgiven you and you won't have any trouble forgiving anybody else what they do against you. "Oh, friend, if you have any trouble forgiving anybody, go alone. Look yonder at the cross of Calvary and see what it cost God to forgive you and how He has forgiven you fully and completely. Then you can turn around and forgive anybody. Your sins against God have been far greater than human sins can be against you. God says if you don't forgive others, He will never forgive you! That cannot be taken out of the New Testament. Let some Christians charge us with preaching Law, let them criticize us all they please but this is a New Testament truth. Jesus Christ says, "When you stand praying, forgive if you expect God to forgive you."

The Sin of Passion

Next we have the sin of passion and sin of shame. Verse 27, "You have heard that it was said by them of old time, "Thou shall not commit adultery; But I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart." Jesus Christ looks at the heart. "If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell." 

People by ridiculing can't get rid of the fact of Hell. Jesus speaks of bodies being cast into Hell, eyes and hands and feet. And friend, if you reject Christ as your Saviour, you will find your whole body cast into Hell! If you keep looking at that thing God forbids, that thing will lead you further into sin and damn you and you will wind up in Hell. You keep handling that dirty, unclean thing when God says THOU SHALT NOT, and your body will inevitably be cast into Hell. You keep on using your feet to walk in forbidden paths when God says THOU SHALT NOT, and God Almighty will send you down to Hell, as surely as God is God and the Bible is His Holy Word and there's a judgment to come! Jesus meant every word He spoke. "Thy body shall be cast into Hell."

You say, "I don't believe it." All right, you just wait till those very words are FULFILLED. You say now that you don't believe God will judge anybody like that, but you will find the Hand of God heavy on your soul exactly as He said it in His Book. When will people learn that God Almighty cannot LIE? God wasn't joking when He said these words. He is not going to tone them down. His Word is ALWAYS FULFILLED. I am telling you now, brother; you are going to meet these words someday! Sister, you will meet them someday! If you live in sin, you will be cast into a burning Hell, with those eyes and hands and feet, if you do not repent and turn to the Lord with all your heart. I warn with all my heart because I don't want you to be lost forever. I want you to come to Jesus Christ and be saved. God is trying to warn you, trying to awaken you, and wants you to turn back from the downward road and get right with Him.

Sins of passion are damning souls everywhere. Look at the modern literature, jokes, entertainment, magazines, novels and you'll see that almost everything is lust, lust, lust! God is going to BURN this world and every lustful sinner shall be cast, into Hell, body, soul and spirit, for refusing God's warning. Now God means that thing! You say, "They are strong words." Yes, and they are right out of the Bible, friends. I am trying to get you to see it and to pray while you still have a chance. Don't let iniquity be your ruin. Don't be fooled by the tinkle and brass and glitter and glare and tinsel of this doomed, godless world. I tell you right now, someday God Almighty is going to clean up the whole thing. God would have us know the truth about the future. If we are intelligent, we will heed His Word. WHAT GOD SAYS IS ALWAYS TRUE. WHAT GOD SAYS IS ALWAYS FULFILLED.

Sins of Speech

Verses 33 through 37. "Again you have heard that it has been said of men of old time, thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shall perform unto the Lord thine oath. I say unto you, Swear not at all." Don't swear at anytime. Don't curse. Don't take God's name in vain. Swear not at all! "Neither by heaven, which is God's throne, nor by earth, for it is His footstool, neither by Jerusalem for it is the city of the great king; neither shalt thou swear by thy head because thou canst not make one hair white or black." Then what are you to say? Listen. "Let your communication be Yes, yes, No, no." Let, that be your speech. "For whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil." Don't have any part in the sinful tide flowing from cursing lips and dirty, wicked hearts. "Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." When a man curses it proves what is in his HEART. When a man tells dirty, obscene stories, it proves he is dirty and obscene in his mind and soul. He is defiled and unclean on the INSIDE. Better have your heart cleansed, better have your lips cleansed, if you expect to meet God in peace.

Sin of Retaliation

Verse 38. "Ye have heard that it has been said, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But I say unto you, Resist not evil, but whosoever shall smite thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. If any man sue thee at the law and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. Whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him two. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow, turn not thou away." Jesus speaks against retaliation. You are not to retaliate. You are not to fight back. Now wait a minute; that isn't pacifism. The Lord tells us everywhere (I cannot deal with it in these brief mo​ments) that we have a right to defend our country and our property, ourselves and our loved ones. God says that in this Book many times. There is no such teaching as PACIFISM (as we think of it today) in this Book. But here, in this passage, God means that Christians are not to let the SIN OF RETALIATION operate in their lives. You and I are to love men. Let us remember that men are lost. Let us do our best to try to win them to Christ. When they are won to Christ, they will be born again and have a new and different nature. If we give in to a person in order to win him to Christ, it is worth any sacrifice we can make. Jesus’ emphasis is on LOVING SOULS. Let us remember that in our daily living and not retaliate at every provocation.

Necessity of New Birth

If a soul ever goes to Heaven, it is because of the New Birth. Verse 40‑43: "You have heard that it has been said that you shall love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies. Bless them that curse you. Do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be the children of your father which is in heaven, who maketh the sun to rise on the evil and on the good and sendeth his rain on the just and on the unjust" You say, "Brother Hendley, I can't love my enemies. I can't bless people who curse me. I can't pray for folks who mistreat me." No, you can't as long as you are unsaved, as long as you do not have a regenerated heart, as long as you are not linked with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

But I know someone who CAN love His enemies. JESUS CAN. He prayed for those who cursed Him. He prayed for those who despitefully used and persecuted Him. And when you RECEIVE HIM as your Saviour in your heart and are truly born again and become a real Christian, Jesus Christ will ENABLE you to love your enemies and do good to them that hate you, and to pray for them that despitefully use you and persecute you. Until you are able to bless those that curse you, Jesus Christ says you are not children of your heavenly Father. You are still children of the devil. But when you become children of the Father, the love of God will be poured out in your heart and you will be able to be the Christian you ought to be.

Friends, as we come to the close of this message today, remember that these are the words of Jesus Christ. He means what He says. We are to keep the commandments of God. We must look out for the sins of temper and anger, for the sins of passion, for the sins of speech, for the sins of retaliation and the sins of wanting to defend ourselves. We must become like God by letting Jesus Christ come into our hearts and live His own blessed, holy life in us.

Let me ask you a question, in the light of these statements of Jesus. Have you been born again? Have you? Has your life been changed? If it hasn't, won't you bow your head right now and take Jesus into your heart, and your life will be changed. Will you do it?
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