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Psalm, Chapter 2

Never have the SIGNS of the coming of our blessed Lord been so evident to me as they have been recently. The first of those signs is the MODERNISM that is sweeping over the land today. The denial of Christ! The Anti‑Christ spirit that is going abroad over our land, preparing the masses to deny our Blessed Lord! Now remember, it is predicted that before Jesus comes again there would be an apostasy. The love of the many would wax cold. People would turn their backs on the Lord Jesus Christ. The great masses would say, "Let us cast their cords from us." Over in Psalm 2, you will remember, they will turn against God and His Christ, saying, "Let us break their bands asunder and cast their cords from us." Now the other great sign is THE FORMING OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL.

MODERNISM

The first great sign is modernism. Here is I Timothy 4:1. "Now the spirit speaketh expressly that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils." (Teaching of demons.) Now there is a passage that tells us there will be false religions in the last days, false teaching in the last days. That will be a sign, the spirit of demons teaching. Recently there was a young lady saved whose family had embraced a false teaching. Now I didn't get up and preach any church. I preached Jesus, and men's lost condition, and their need of Jesus. This young woman walked forward and accepted Christ as her Saviour. Do you know what her dad and mother did? They kicked her out of house and home! There were some real Christians who took her into their home, and later on, on Sunday night, that girl had won two souls to Jesus! She brought them to her Lord. Oh, isn't that real faith, willing to give up mother and father for the Lord Jesus Christ? You don't hear that much these days. How I thank God for the testimony of that girl. She said that when she found out her desperate need of Christ, she was willing to sacrifice home and mother and dad and everything else to have the Lord Jesus. 

Her loved ones had embraced a false teaching; a false religion that cannot save. I didn't try to turn her from one religion to another. I just preached the Lord Jesus Christ, and she accepted Jesus, and just because she accepted Jesus, her father and mother turned their backs on her. Just think! (You couldn't even join a church in our meeting. It was a union campaign and we never said anything about any denominations or any churches at all. Not a word.) We held up Jesus Christ and man's desperate need. That soul saw that she was lost. She was capable of her own thinking. She had reached the age where she must do it for herself and she came to Jesus, and the result was she was kicked out of house and home. Just think of it! Just for confessing Jesus! Well, you wouldn't be surprised at that in the beginning of Christianity in 

the first century, but that is what we will be coming to soon. That young woman gave up her home for the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, the smile that was on her face, the peace as she had found in Jesus as her Saviour and Lord. But just think of that Anti‑Christ spirit.

Another way I have seen signs revealed was the way so many professing Christians hate the Lord Jesus. I say that deliberately. One of our young men, on fire for God, with his face radiant, is one of the leaders in the YMCA there, and he put out some bulletins and some tracts about the campaign, and do you know, the general secretary called him into his office and said, "Now look here, you don't have to be putting all this literature around. I don't like it at all. I don't believe in this fundamentalism anyhow. I don't believe in this salvation business. I don't believe in this soul‑winning business any more. I can't swallow it. No one is responsible for anybody's soul but themselves and nobody ought to bother anybody else about their souls at all. You leave these people alone. I don't believe in all that business." This young man looked him straight in the face and said, "Sir, I pity you." He said, "Don't pity me, don't pity me! I'm all right. I'll get by all right. Just don't do all this sort of thing." Now there is a man who claims Christ. There is an official of the YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION! 

The founder of the YMCA (and I know; I have studied its history) was a godly man and he founded it to be a soul‑winning organization! D. L. Moody came along and built some of the greatest buildings over the country for the YMCA because they went after souls. Back in the old days--- we are living in different days--‑but back in the old days, when they had a meeting regularly, the officials would pray for "Joe Brown" up in the dormitory that he might be saved. If he had come in drinking one night, and they would cry and pray for Joe Brown. They would go and win him. But the days ARE different, brother! Think of a YMCA official who claims to love Christ and he hates Him. There's a man that has no interest in the real fundamentals of the Word of God. He denies the Bible, denies Christ, denies the great commission of our Lord to go and make disciples, and that sort of spirit exists among the high officials. And yet they go to church and claim to be saved, pretending to be children of God! Believe me modernism is rampant all over our land, friends, and I'm seeing it.

Then, most pastors do not believe, even the orthodox men, in real revival anymore. Just think about it! Very little cooperation we really get because there are so few pastors that really care. In one particular locality where I was preaching the pastor of the Welsh Baptist church said, "These people think they are saved and going to Heaven because they are Welch. They think they are the elect, that they are the people of God, the covenant people, and that they don't have to be born again. Just because they are born Welshmen, they think they are going to Heaven." But God's Word says, except a man be born again he is going to Hell. That is what God says, Welsh or whoever he might be.

APOSTASY

Then there is the WEAKNESS among God's Own People. In a recent campaign, there was only one church on fire for God. There was a godly pastor. Oh, what a joy to meet men that love God! This man has a terrible physical affliction, arthritis. He can't get up in the mornings and it takes him all morning to warm up his body to get going the rest of the day, but Oh, that man's prayer life! If he were in this room right now and prayed, he would lift you to God and stir your soul. He got hold of God! He was a man of prayer! "In the furnace of affliction he has been purified seven times," and he preached in his church and got some people saved, now they are on fire, just a little handful of them in that town. It is the only hope for that town, but praise God, the Lord broke through in those two weeks, with 196 souls accepting our Blessed Lord as their Saviour. The Sunday night we left, 20 souls came back to the inquiry rooms and accepted Jesus as their Saviour and Lord. In this town, my friends, there are 65 barrooms, a town of 18,000 people. Just think of it! But God is able, when you mean business. This godly preacher crying to God in behalf of his city sees victories of God because of his prayer life and because of his faithfulness! Oh, it's wonderful!

We went into a home, and the moment I entered I knew they loved God. I asked the daddy about his conversion and he just burst into tears, choking up. Couldn't even tell me about his conversion, he loved the Lord so much and was so glad he was saved. He just couldn't talk about it. You could just feel the Presence of God. Later they told me about their son, a minister, studying in Philadelphia in a modernistic school. As I sat in that room I said, "Dear lady, if that boy's planning. . ." She said, "He's coming home, he's going to another school." I said, "Is it modernistic?" She said, "Yes," and I said, "You'd better not let him go. That's a tragic thing, and no man should leave himself open to that." I already suspected his condition. That young man came to the meeting that night.

At the invitation when I said, "If you know you are saved sit down," this young man remained standing. Finally he came at the close of the meeting and looked me in the face and said to this other preacher and to me, "Nobody can ever know they are saved till they are dead." I looked at him and said, "Brother, I know I'm saved. Paul knew he was saved. He said, "I know Whom I have believed." John said, " We know we have passed from death to life because we love the brethren." The psalmist said he had the joy of salvation in his heart, the joy of knowing he was saved. Jesus said, "Rejoice your names ARE written in Heaven." Paul speaks of those whose names ARE written in the lamb's Book of Life." I said," We CAN know we are saved when we are born again of the Spirit of God." 

"Oh," he said, "it is according to your theory of the atonement." I turned away in disgust. There is a man going out to preach to others and doesn't know he is saved himself! All because his mind was torn up in a modernistic school that denies the Bible. Listen, I can take off my hat to Bob Ingersoll, I can take off my hat to Tom Payne, and all the other infidels, Voltaire, and the crowd that stood on the outside of the church and shot at it, that is all right. 

I'm not afraid of that crowd for one minute. But the thing that makes my blood boil is for this crowd to get on the inside of the church and claim to be people of God and to love Jesus and love God, and rip this Bible to shreds and wreck the faith of men and women! How can such a man do anything but damn souls? How can he do it?

Now listen, God said that apostasy would be raging in the end days. There is no doubt to me that we are in it. Read 2 Tim. 3. "This know also that in the last days perilous times shall come, men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God," listen, "HAVING A FORM OF GODLINESS," external only, "BUT DENYING THE POWER THEREOF." God says to His very own, "From such turn away." My solemn conviction is that the real people of God have no business compromising with modernism, in the least!

ISRAEL

The next sign is Israel. Oh, my friends, our hearts have been stirred as we have been reading of the formation of the land of Israel! Once again, after 2,000 years, the people have a nation of their very own, and our hearts were greatly moved as I told the audience on the particular night that proclama​tion was made, of the gravity of the days we are living in! Do we realize that once again God is taking to Him​self the nation of Israel and God is speaking unto them? A New York newspaper had on the front page a picture that an artist had drawn, giving the reason why Israel had a right to be a nation. The artist went back to Genesis, the 12th chapter, and I thought of how many times I'd read this and had given it out and had spoken on it, "And the Lord had said unto Abraham, Get thee out from thy country and from thy kindred and from thy father's house into the land I will show thee. I will make unto thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great, and thou shalt be a blessing. And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curseth thee, and in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed." Then God gives to Abraham and to his son (Isaac, the Jew) the great land of Canaan as their eternal, inalienable possession. That land belongs to the Jews yet, without a question. 

This New State is predicted in the Word of God. Now this is not the final gathering. God almighty will make the final gathering. We read in Ezek. 11, "Son of man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the men of thy kindred and all the house of Israel wholly, are they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, Get you far from the Lord: unto us is this land given in possession." Now verse 17, "Therefore thus saith the Lord God; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered and I will give you the land of Israel." 

That is God's statement that He gave to the Jew the land of Israel, "and they shall come thither and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. And 1 will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh and will give them an heart of flesh that they may walk in my statutes and keep mine ordinances and do them, and they shall be my people and I will be their God."

That is God's statement to Israel. That is God's plan for Israel. But the Jews that are going back now are going back to certain persecution, certain judgment! Friends bend over the Book and study these prophecies. And today, are you saved? If not, won't you trust Jesus right now?
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