SERVANT’S OF CHRIST

Jesse M. Hendley

Matthew 4:11

Friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Matthew 4:11. Our subject today is "The Service of the Lord." This is one of the most impor​tant studies that we can make in our lives because if we miss what God's will is for us, then we have lost our lives, not our salvation. We're saved by grace through faith. But the Lord wants us to serve. We are saved to walk with Him first and then to serve. The reason we are left in this world is to be a servant.

I was talking to a pastor of a church about coming and helping him ordain a deacon. I took the word deacon and studied it. The word deacon, you can tell from the sound in Greek diakonos, comes from the word, which means to serve. It means a servant who waits on a table. If you'll get this picture wherever you find the word minister in your New Testament, most of the time it is from this root word from which we get deacon because a deacon is a servant. It is used of a pastor, a preacher, and individual Christians. It is used in our re​lationship to God, to our fellow Christians, and to lost people who are around about us. The meaning is to serve people, not that they should wait on us, but that we should wait on them. Christianity is not what can I get out of you, but what can I do for you? God wants our hearts first and then we serve Him out of love. This idea of service is found all the way through the New Testament.

Let's look at these Scriptures. As I put them together they were a bless​ing to my heart and they will be a blessing to you. They are a challenge because it won't be long until we see the Lord. We are left in this world after we are saved to serve God and others.

In Matthew, chapter 4, we have the three temptations of Jesus by Satan in the wilderness. We read in Matt​hew 4:8-10, "Again, the devil taketh Him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth Him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and saith unto Him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve." Notice that word serve. The devil quoted an Old Testament Scripture. The devil reads the Bible. Of course, at this particular time the New Testament wasn't written because Jesus was in the midst of the people. They had only the Old Testament. So He quoted the Old Testament where God commanded the people of Israel "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve." Worship is serving the Lord, waiting on the table, acknowledging Him as Lord.

Now we read in Matthew 4:11 "Then the devil leaveth Him, and, behold, angels came and minis​tered unto Him." The word minis​tered is our word serve. They came and waited on His table, not literally, they met His needs. So angels are servants of Christ and servants of God. The devil left Him, and the angels came and ministered to Him, to Jesus Christ.

Our chief business here is not to raise a family, get an education, make a living, be happy in this life and all the things that people put first that are not spiritual and do not worship God. We are left in this world to serve Christ, the Christ Who died for us and saved us, and it is glad service done for our wonderful Christ.

What a privilege it was to those angels to serve Him. Not a one of them was reluctant to minister un​to Him.

"Serving in Times of Testing" 

Now if Jesus needed to be minis​tered unto, to be served at that par​ticular time because He has just gone through tremendous spiritual testing, so do we. God calls us to go through dark valleys: physical, men​tal, psychological, financial, bereave​ment, and all kinds of trials. God has Christians to minister to fellow Christians to serve one another.

In the crisis time that I have gone through relative to the death of my wife, people have ministered to me and served me when I needed it. I needed the human touch and it came. You and I are to be watching for that. I had the privilege the other day of helping in the ordination of a young man in the ministry. When I came to the word ministry I made this statement. "If I were in a church today as a pastor, there would not be any totally lonely people in my church, or in any place where I had the ability to meet their need.

The other night I had a precious, godly Christian lady call me. She's alone and ill. She's having a difficult time with her sight and affliction is coming upon her. She is alone and I hurt for her. She said, "I just 

have to call you now and then and talk to you." I told her to call me any time.

It is not right that anybody, any​where, particularly Christians in the family of God, should be lonely (in the sense of being totally alone). We all need to have time alone with God. I'm not referring to that. All of us have our lonely moments. You can be lonely in a crowd. You can be among a multitude of people and be lonely because nobody knows you and you don't have any contact with another fellow being. God said it is not good for man to be alone, so He made the woman for the man. Now sometimes we are not in a situation where that can exist in the will of God. Then there are human beings who touch our lives and help us in a particular way in time of bereave​ment, sorrow, sickness, or alone​ness.

You and I might come to the place in our lives where everything is going along fine. We're Christians, we're walking with God, He's using us, and we think that we won't be in need of human touch. We might feel that God, Christ and the Holy Spirit are all that we need. Christ is the ul​timate. There are areas in our lives that no human being can reach in us. There are places in our lives that nobody can enter, not even our dearest loved ones, but Christ can and Christ is there. But we're not in heaven yet. Though Christ is with us in spirit (thank God we, in that sense, should never be lonely because the Father, Son and Holy Spirit indwell us), yet God has so made it in our human weakness that we need human beings.

It's like the story of the little child who was afraid of the dark. His mother was trying to comfort him and she said, "Don't worry son, the Lord is with you." The little fellow said, "But Mother, I need somebody with a face."

You see, this knowledge of the Lord is very real and very precious. He is our ultimate comfort and strength, but we do need each other. We need human beings. We are human until we get our glorified bodies and are with Christ.

When it's not possible for us to have any human touch, comfort, or strength in whatever trial we are going through, then we should try to find that help. We'll find it. It's avail​able. Remember this too (thinking about this will encourage your heart because the truth engenders faith), that when you are saved, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit come to live in your heart. In that sense you'll never be alone. Hebrews 13:5 "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." We need human touch but if we do not have it, thank God, we always have Christ, the Father, and the Holy Spirit. Count on them. Read the Scriptures about the indwelling of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in John 14. Find that all three of those Divine Beings indwell the believer. Believe God's Word and it will help you when some human being is not around to help you in time of need. 

"Peter's Mother-in-law Served Christ"

In Matthew 8:14-15, we read, "And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, He saw his wife's mother laid and sick of a fever. " (She was bedridden with a fever.) "And He touched her hand, and the fever left her and she arose, and ministered unto them (Him). It is very interest​ing that in our King James Version it says, "them" meaning Christ and His apostles, which undoubtedly she did, but the earliest manuscripts have the word "Him ". My Greek Tes​tament that uses the earliest manus​cripts has the word "Him" Christ. She arose and served the One Who rebuked the fever and her illness. She was prostrate with a fever and an illness and Jesus delivered her. She arose and immediately began to serve Him like a waiter waits on the table of his master. Now that's what it is all about, friends. Nothing less than this is real Christianity.

There are so many people today who talk about walking the aisle and joining the church etc. My beloved friends, when you are really saved, and you see yourself a sinner and Christ coming out of heaven to die for you and bearing your sins in His own body on the tree and suffering agonies to save your soul, you fall In love with Jesus Christ. You become a slave to Jesus. He's your Master and it's your delight to serve Him.

Peter's mother-in-law was healed and immediately she began to serve Him. So that's what we are to do now. When you are saved, immediately you begin to serve the Lord. Immediately, when Paul met Jesus on the Damascus road, he said, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" and Jesus told him.

I'm always delighted to remember a dear man, in one of my recent meetings, who had held out against Christ for a long, long time. He and his wife met me at the airport and took me to my motel Saturday night before I began to preach Sunday morning. I asked them, of course, about their salvation. She said she was saved. He said he had been mak​ing money and busy with the things of the earth and time instead of things of God. I said, "Well, how did you get saved?" He said, "One day I heard the voice of the Lord as plain as I'm speaking to you and He said, “This is your last chance." He said, "I fell on my face and I received Christ and I said to the Lord that day, “Lord, from this day on I’m your slave, and I meant it."

Well, that's New Testament. That's the meaning of the word ser​vant (doulos) in the New Testament. There is diakonos, which means, "to wait on tables," literally, and doulos means "a slave." Both of these words have the background of slavery to a master. But, in Christ's particular case, it is not a human master, it's a Divine Being Who loved me and every human being so much, that He came out of heaven and went to a dirty, ugly, savage cross and died for our sins and bore our sins in His own body on the tree to set us free. We're free by faith in His cross, and what He did on that cross, settled the sin question. We're set free! Isn't that wonderful?

"Christ, The Servant"

Now in Matthew 20:28, Christ said these words, "Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto (be served), but to minister (serve) and to give his life a ransom for many." Our Lord does not ask us to serve Him first. He served us. Here the Lord Jesus Christ said, "The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve" ("I didn't come to sit down at the table and let you wait on Me. I've come to serve you, wait on your table.")

In my study of the Bible and my relationship with Jesus, I think of Him as having served me when He left heaven and came into this world. He served us at the cross when He took our sins and wiped them out. He did that, friends. Your sins have already been borne by Jesus Christ on the cross. Judgment has already been passed. It can't come to you if you trust Him as your Saviour. God would be untrue to His Word and to the blood of His Son if that hap​pened. So He served us at the cross.

He is in heaven serving us. We read in Hebrews 7:25, "He ever liveth to make intercession for them." He's in our hearts, in spirit, though He is in a body at the right hand of God in the third heaven, which is called the dwelling place of God. He is in a literal body that has to be in a literal place. Jesus said in Luke 24:39, "Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have." He was in a literal body that could eat and be touched and handled. But, in spirit, He comes into our hearts and lives within us to give us the inspiration, the encouragement and the love for God, for Himself, for our fellow Christians, and for this lost world.

So Jesus is the Great Servant and He's called, "The Servant of the Lord" in those great passages in the Book of Isaiah in the closing chap​ters. In Isaiah, chapters 40-66, we read a number of times of Christ the Messiah as the Servant of the Lord. We read in Matthew 20:20-21, of a mother and, being a human, she wanted her sons to be elevated above others and have first place.

Matthew 20:22, "But Jesus an​swered and said, Ye know not what ye ask."

Then Jesus went on and said in Matthew 20:25-28, "But Jesus called them unto Him (because when the ten heard about what she asked, they were indignant about the two brothers), and said, Ye know that the princes (rulers) of the Gentiles exer​cise dominion (lordship) over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister (servant): And whosoever will be chief (first) among you, let him be your servant (bondman: even as the Son of Man (Jesus Himself) came not to be ministered unto, but to minister (serve) and to give His life a ransom for many."

Jesus served me when He gave His life for you and me. What a service He did that day on the cross when He laid down His life to purchase your way and mine to heaven! Believe it, my friends, and be saved.

Now turn to Matthew 25:44. Remember, Jesus in not a hard taskmaster. He loves us, but we have responsibilities. The idea is not that He is holding a rod over our heads. It is out of love that we serve the Master, The Christ of God.

"Deacons and Preachers are Servants"

We have used this word from which we get deacon. Actually, a deacon is a servant. He is not the ruler of the church. The pastor is the ruler of the church. Hebrews 13 speaks twice about the pastor being the ruler over the church and else​where in the Scriptures we have that particular theme. God gives only one man in the church that work. There is nobody who is given the respon​sibility of ruling a church but the one whom God called to be the preacher.

The Bible says in Hebrews 13:17, "Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account."

This is not argumentative, be​cause the whole spirit is simply to do what Christ wants us to do. Every​body is to be a servant. We are not here to be served. Jesus said, "I came not to be ministered unto, but to minister. I didn't come to be ser​ved, but to serve. If I am serving you then you are to be serving your fellow Christians."

So the preacher is a servant of the church and of all who are in the church, which includes the deacons. But, he is also responsible in the plan of God, in the authority of God to be the spiritual leader of the church and is responsible for everybody in the church. That is what that passage says in Hebrews 13. Read it. Only one man is responsible for the souls of the people in his church. What a responsibility God gives! It is not given to any individual group. It is given to those who are called to preach the Word of God and to minis​ter to souls. This is the ministry that God has called us to.

Those who are obedient to the Lord and love God will bow to the will of God, because Christians are not self-seeking. All we want to do is serve the Lord. We want to do what Jesus says to do and what the Word of God says do. In the middle of it are the two words love and serve.

The characteristics of a child of God is that he loves. He won't always be trying to contend with somebody else for first place. That's a selfish desire to want to be above everybody else. That's what the world does. They want to climb the ladder and get above everybody else. But, Christianity is the opposite of that. It's not thinking, "How can I rule over you?" But it's asking, "What can I do to serve you?"

When Jesus went to the cross, He served everyone of us in that He took our sins away. He took our punish​ment, our judgment, and our hell and purchased our way into heaven by sacrificially giving of His life. He calls this a service to every one of us. When we see Him doing that, why would we want to be a ruler over anybody else?

The pastor is the leader that God has appointed. Now he leads the way and his church members help him do the will of God.

When you help the pastor then you will get the same reward. Matthew 10:41 says, "He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward." This means that when you help a child of God do the job God has given him to do, you get the same reward he gets.

We should count it a joy to serve and to help the pastor on the way to get the job done, because he can't do it all by himself. That's where other Christians are to serve. We are taught to serve one another.

Now we come to one of the most profound utterances on service. In Matthew 25:44 we read. "Then shall they also answer Him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minis​ter unto thee (serve thee)?" The word for minister is diakoneo in the Greek which means to serve, from which we get the word deacon (diakones) Now remember that this refers to Christ's Second Coming back to earth. When He comes back one of the things He will do first will be to judge the world.

We read in Matthew 25:31-34: "When the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory: And before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate them (the people of the nations) one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And He shall set the sheep on His right hand but the goats on the left. Then shall the King (He calls Himself King Here, this is the only place that I know where He calls Himself King) say unto them on His right. Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom pre​pared for you from the foundation of the world." That means people on earth when Jesus comes back to earth and touches down on the Mount of Olives. He'll gather all the nations together. He'll set the saved on His right hand and the unsaved on the left. He'll say to the saved on His right hand, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom." Those saved people will go into the Millen​nium and be blessed of the Lord. They will be in their living bodies, not their glorified bodies. We will have come back with Jesus because the Rapture will have taken place 7 years previously. We'll come back in our glorified bodies to rule over these people in their natural bodies. So, the Millennium will begin with saved people only. He says to them in Matthew 25:35-36, "For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked and ye clothed me: I was sick and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.” 

Now, they had done these things because the lord had changed their hearts when they were saved by faith. This text is not saying that you're saved by doing these things. We're not saved by going out there and feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, providing a home to the homeless and clothes for the naked, visiting the sick or going to the prison house and ministering and helping those who are in jail or prison. Those are all wonderful things, but they don't save. This is another one of those texts that shows that a real Christian will be glad to minister to others in need.

They did not realize that Jesus was watching them. So they said, "When were you hungering?" In Matthew 25:37-40 we read, "Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee hungered, and fed thee? Or thirsty, and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them. Verily I say unto you, Inas​much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

So when we minister to people in need and meet their needs, we're serving Jesus. We're doing what Jesus wants us to do. We are doing what He would do if He were still on earth. It is a ministry and a service in any of these areas

Then we read in Matthew 25:41-​44, "Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: Then He repeats, "For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat (You didn't care anything about Me.) I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee (They're thinking this of Him) an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison. (Now notice the next words) and did not minister (that's our word diaknoeo, serve) unto thee?” (When did we see You in any of these needs and we did not minister to you?) The ones blessed have ministered to the needy and met the needs of people and were blessed. These did not. This showed their real lack of faith in Christ because when you have faith in Christ you have the Spirit of Christ and instead of wanting to be served, you want to serve.

When you are ministering to peo​ple who have needs, you are minis​tering to Jesus because that's what Jesus would do if He were here. Paul said in II Corinthians 5:20 "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." We're stand​ing where Jesus would stand. He could have given angels this job, but instead of that, he's given the job to his believing people. We are stand​ing in big shoes! Christ's.

"Women Served Jesus" 

Matthew 27:55, is a very interest​ing verse, "And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, minis​tering unto Him:" The word minis​tering is serving. Now here are women. They are standing at the foot of the cross. They were afraid of the soldiers, but they were there in their fear as followers of Christ. He was being crucified so on the human level they had reason to fear. It says, "...which followed Jesus from Galilee." Jesus went up into Galilee. Gentiles were round about the Lake of Galilee. Jesus went up there to preach. These women heard him and were transfixed by Jesus Himself, His person, and His teaching. They followed Him down to Jerusalem and to the cross. And in those days, from Galilee to the cross, they were "...ministering unto Him (serving Him)." Evidently, they and many of the women of that day were of some means, and they supplied Christ and His disciples with food, clothing and whatever needs that they had. There was not a breath of scandal. They were holy women. This is the key to this word as I study the New Testa​ment: to serve, to wait on the table is to serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

When a church takes care of the pastor, and evangelists who come to preach for them and help win souls to Christ, they are ministering to Christ. They are using their sub​stance, their possessions, to help those who are in full-time Christian work carry the message of Christ and serve Christ in winning souls to Jesus and building up His Church.

Now the other verse that I want to call your attention to is in Luke 12:37, "Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them." Now there you have the picture. He's reversing the roles. The Master ser​ves His slaves. So, at the table, instead of Himself being served, here is Christ in the future serving us.

Now He says, "For those of us who do love Him and serve Him now, when the Lord comes, blessed are they if they are found watching (which means literally looking for His return and of course carrying out His work) as we look for His return." He'll make us "recline at the table." They didn't sit upright at tables like we do, but they reclined at a table on their elbows and would use their hands to reach over and get the food. He said He'll cause them to recline at the table and He'll come forth and serve them. So Christ, for those who serve Him now, will serve them in the Millennium. This is a Millenarian passage because He's talking about His Coming.

He's already said in Luke 22:30, "That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom." Now He says that He will make us recline and He will be the servant. Can you imagine sitting at a table to eat and Jesus Christ being the servant. That's just like Him, isn't it? What a wonderful person! Friends, don't neglect Him! 

"Paul's Service"

Now notice here Paul in Acts 20:17. "And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord." There is that word serving, "Serving the Lord with all humility of mind and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews.," Those were the Jews who were resisting the Gospel in Paul's day. They hated him and tried to kill him and so he said, "You know how that I was among you serving the Lord and I did it with all lowliness and tears and temp​tations." Here we have the word tears of an Apostle, the trials that he went through, the sufferings that he went through, trying to get the Gos​pel over to the others that they might be saved. This is serious. So many people today are taking this lightly and are saying we're too serious. Here's an Apostle in tears. Jesus Christ wept at the tomb of Lazarus over the suffering of those people and the work of the devil in their lives. When people hurt, Christ hurts.

So Jesus wept and here are the tears of Paul. Are we to have no tears? Are we to say, "Look, let's not have any negatives? Everything is just nice and sweet." We're not study​ing the Bible very carefully if we take that position. Now we're in a needy world, we're in a world of survival; we're in a world that has suffering and trials. There are joys, I'm not minimizing those, get as much joy as you can that is right and clean and holy and true. God would have that. He's given us all these good things to enjoy, but there are sorrows. You don't have to do much but just look around you to see the needs on every hand, physical, mental, spiritual, family and personal needs. So the Apostle Paul is saying the main thing they need is the Gospel, they need Jesus as their Saviour. But these other things are important too as we study the service of the Lord in the New Testament. Verses 20,21 "How I kept back nothing that was profit​able unto you, but have shewed you, (announced it to you) and have taught you publicly, and from house to house, testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repen​tance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." So today peo​ple are saying, "Don't preach a nega​tive Gospel. Don't preach repen​tance." Paul did. Jesus called on men to repent all through the New Testa​ment. Paul in Acts stood on Mars Hill and said to the men of Athens, those smart men of Athens. Greece, "God has appointed a day when He'll judge the world in righteousness." The man He's appointed to judge the world is the Lord Jesus Christ. Re​pentance toward God which means, get right with God, turn from your sins and self and turn to God through Christ and live for the Lord. Paul pre​ached "repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord, Jesus Christ." Paul gives the summation of his

entire ministry in those two ex​pressions, repentance toward God, faith toward the Lord Jesus Christ. You have been walking away from God. Now come back and begin to walk with Him and put your trust in Jesus as your Saviour and make Him Lord of your life. That's what Paul preached.

Acts 20:22-24 "And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jeru​salem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth (testifies) in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions (tribulations) abide me. But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel (glad tidings) of the grace of God." Paul did not count his life dear to himself. There is so much self in so many of us that Christ cannot have first place. Paul said in II Corinthians 12:15, "And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you." He's talking about reaching human beings with the Gospel.

Life is a race. A race is strenuous; it requires effort, concentration, ded​ication, and training. We're running toward the goal, which is the face of Jesus. Paul uses that expression in Philippians.

The main ministry God gave to Paul was to testify. What is the main ministry you and I have? To testify. We read in Acts 1:8, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses." (the word is testify). "You shall be My testifiers in Jeru​salem, Judea, Samaria, and to the end of the earth." What are we doing here? The main thing is testifying as to the reality of Christ as the Son of God and the Saviour of men. And we're to do it by our lives. We are liv​ing epistles seen and read by all men. We're to live godly lives. We're to do it by speech. We're to tell others about Jesus wherever they'll listen. We're to do it tactfully and cour​teously in a loving and kind way. We are testifying by the way we live.

We have found that we have the same chief service of testifying as Paul had. It's good to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit those in prison and visit the sick. That's a ministry, a very important one. I'm not minimizing it but in it all, and through it all, we ought to be testify​ing of the grace of God, that this great God is favoring us sinners with salvation instead of punishing us for our sins. Grace is God saving us though we are unworthy. He punished Jesus and He's offering salvation to everyone who will trust Jesus as his Saviour. That's what we're to be doing, that's the Gospel.

Paul says in I Corinthians 12:4-6, "Now there are diversities (dis​tinctions) of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations (services), but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations (works), but it is the same God which worketh all in all." God is working in people in whom He dwells and so, friends, He does the work. He is the One Who gives us the desire to do it and the power to do it by the Divine Holy Spirit.

John 3:16, "For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begot​ten Son." We didn't know He loved us. God gave His Son, what a service! God sent the Spirit, what a service! God sent us the Bible, what a service that we have a Bible! Who gave it to us? God. Where did it originate? With God by the Spirit through men, as "men spake from God being car​ried along by the Holy Spirit."

Service is a matter of trusting Christ as our Saviour and looking to God every day to work through us His will. "Doing through us that which is well pleasing to Himself." God will do it. So don't say, "I can't do this" if God has called you to do it because God will give you the grace and the power to do it. I never feel worthy or able to preach or teach but I say, "Lord, I can't but you can. You get done today through me what you want me to do. I yield my mind, my tongue, my eyes, my ears, my hands, my feet to you." I'm not boasting about that. I'm just using it as an illustration to help people who don't understand. God has something for you to do, if you are saved. Maybe it is visiting the sick or it may be just a life of prayer. Some of you elderly people can't get out and do many things, but can, like Hannah, serve God with prayer and fastings day and night. Prayer is a service. Let's serve Him.. God bless you.
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