SELF-DESTRUCTION AND HOPE IN GOD
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Genesis Chapter 1

If you have your Bibles now, friends, turn with me, please, to the first chapter of Genesis, and we are thinking now about that marvelous Book of Beginnings, this amazing Book of Genesis which tells us the origin of all things. We are living in days when men are publishing articles under the guise of great learning and knowledge and erudition that are CONTRADICTORY to the pages of the Bible. Christian friend, be very careful that you do not throw away the basis of your faith. Don't throw away the Eternal Book of God for some little passing whim of fancy of man. And I want to remind you that this Book of Genesis gives us the true teaching on the great themes that the human mind can think about.

The Book of Genesis deals with Theology, the science of the knowledge of God, and the other great "ologies.” The science of man, the science of the world, the science of society, the science of the races of men, that which we may know of the subject of sin, and now we come to the fact that the Book of Genesis deals with the knowledge of SALVATION. We call that in theological terms Soteriology. That comes from the word soterion, which means "salvation,” in the Greek. Soteriology, then, is the knowledge, or theology, or the reasoning, about Salvation. All that we can know about Salvation.

SIN

The Book of Genesis is an important book. It presents to us the Fact of Sin. Sin IS an awful fact. We see it round about. We see it in men's minds, men's bodies. We pick up our newspaper and we see the fact of sin. We walk down the street and see the fact of sin. Everywhere we turn we find the fact of sin. We don't need a Bible to tell us there IS SIN. People are doing wrong. People are doing things they ought not to do that bring unhappiness and tears and tragedy. The Fact of Sin is presented to us in the Book of Genesis.

GOD

Then, the Fact of God is presented to us in Genesis, and His standards for our lives. In chapter 1 we have God. In chapter 2 we have God and man. Everything is wonderful.

MAN

In chapter 3, man transgresses God's standard and the result is judgment upon man, or condemnation. We have God's standards here. The relationship of God and man is presented to us. We see the sovereignty of God over us, that God has certain requirements of man, as revealed in this Book. And may God help us to see that. God requires certain things of us. He gives certain powers and abilities and talents, and to misuse those abilities and talents which God has given to us is a terrible thing indeed and produces evil. Evil is a misuse of the things, which God has given unto us; misuse of the standards God has set for us misuse of the plan and purpose God has for our lives.

Every man who tries to throw off this restraint of God finds out he cannot do it without trouble, and that brings misery and wretchedness.

DEVIL

The next thing we have is the Fact of the Devil, the enemy of our souls, who tempts us and tries to destroy our confidence in God and to make us turn away from God entirely. He knows that God is our Friend, and that our salvation comes through Him, and that we are lost without faith in God.

MAN'S DISOBEDIENCE

Then we have the Fact of Man's Disobedience. We are all included. What man, woman, boy or girl, has obeyed God in all things from the very beginning? None of us can say that we have. We find that man's disobedience in the garden is true of man's disobedience today: it was deliberate. Adam knew better. He deliberately chose to disobey God and to obey the devil. He did so knowingly. Their eyes were opened in the Garden of Eden. Adam knew what he was doing. He knew God's requirements, and he deliberately transgressed the requirements of God.

It was fearful: producing fear. They immediately hid themselves from the Presence of God. When a man does something wrong, he doesn't want to look in God's Face. He doesn't want to look into any righteous person's face, any person who is right. Oh, how condemned is a grown person in the Presence of an innocent child, and if an innocent child, how MUCH in the Presence of God, or an unfaithful husband in the presence of a faithful wife. Disobedience to God brings fear. That fearfulness is based upon condemnation in the human heart. We are condemned when we disobey God, when we fail to measure up to what God wants us to be.

So there we have the facts of Sin, God, Man, the Devil, and the Disobedience of mankind.

Now what is the result of this?

There are two results found in the Book of Genesis. The first one is FEAR. The second is HOPE.

FEAR

The result of deliberate disobedience to God is always fear in the soul. Sooner or later, "fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites," as it did in Isaiah's day. Fearfulness! Fear hath TORMENT. You remember that classic passage in First John, where we read, "Perfect love casteth out fear, for fear hath torment." Fear always brings with it something else; torment, misery wretchedness, an unhappy state, a feeling of

things‑not‑right, a feeling of restlessness. This always comes with disobedience unto God! You show me the man who is living more in obedience to God, and he is the happier man. FEAR HATH TORMENT! I wish people would take those three words and write them down. Sin produces fear, and fear produces torment. That's the way it goes. So, we have the fear, then, of the two persons in the Garden of Eden.

HOPE

But the Book of Genesis does not stop there. It presents the fear of man in running away from God, but it also presents HOPE.

God does not destroy man. HE UNDERTAKES TO BRING MAN BACK TO HIMSELF. We have that in the tender call of God, "Adam, where art thou?" It is God seeking His sinning, erring creatures. So there is hope.

“Thou Hast Destroyed Thyself, But..:”

I love that passage in Hosea which says, "Ephraim, Thou hast destroyed thyself, but ...." (Thank God for the "buts" in the Bible) " ....but IN ME, not in yourself, IS THY HOPE." There is hope in Me for you, Ephraim You have destroyed yourself, but even for self‑destroyers there is hope in GOD, if they will ONLY COME TO HIM.

The other day I was in a certain city visiting with a pastor in a home. The wife in that home had been anxious about her husband and had prayer for him and had asked us to drop by and see him, which we were happy to do. He was soon to go to his work; he had about an hour to wait. We sat in that living room and talked to this man. The preacher said, "How do you feel?" And the man laid bare his heart.

He said, "Preacher, I feel like life isn't worth living. I'd like to get out of it all."

And the preacher, being an honest man of God, agreed with him; that is, about the life the man was living. He said, "The Life YOU are living isn't worth living; you are right. But,” he said, "God has the answer to your problem."

We sat in that room for thirty minutes quietly talking with that man and calmly reasoning about his soul, quietly, sympathetically, and lovingly. We presented to him GOD as his HOPE.

Now that man's problem was just staying away from God. And when a man stays away from God he is miserable and is apt to take to some form of sin, and this man's form of sin was to try to drown his misery with drink. And of course, that doesn't relieve a man; he has to face reality sooner or later. A man cannot stay under drink all the time.

In a few minutes his two little daughters came in, and the preacher said, "Would you like to stay here, or would you like to go into the next room?"

They said, "We'd like to stay in here, "and they sat and listened while we talked about the things of God, how that God is the Answer, the Hope, of this man. Finally the preacher suggested that we kneel in prayer, and I led in prayer, and this man began to pray. He prayed and started crying and asked God to forgive him of his sins for Jesus' sake, forgive him for the misuse of his life and the good things and talents and blessings God had given to him, using them for sinful and destructive purposes.

That man came to Jesus. When he arose, he wiped the tears from his eyes, and there was a new smile on his face. And oh, it was a different home when we left! Yes, that man had destroyed himself almost to the place of suicide; he certainly had it in his mind. But he came to God and God came to him. "Thou hast destroyed thyself, but in Me is Thy Hope."

In God alone is hope, my friends! Let me remind you of that. THERE IS HOPE IN GOD. I am saying this to any man or woman listening to me today.

So the RESULT OF SIN, as found in the Book Genesis, is FEAR. But also, HOPE! Fear of God, fear of sin's consequences, fear of death, fear of sickness, fear of lack of security‑--all these fears crowd in on a person who has misused his life by not placing it in the hands of God. For any life that isn't in proper relationship to God is out of joint! And sooner or later that life will wind up a bog. Life runs out for a man without God. He has no sustaining power. Life hedges in on him, hems him in, fences him in, walls him in, and finally stops him and destroys him, IF he is not willing to let the Lord have His way.

But if you will come to the Lord you will find HOPE. "Ephraim, thou hast destroyed thyself, but in Me," says God, "Is thy HOPE."

My friends, when a person is determined to throw away the powers that God has given him, and the likeness of God in his soul, and devote those likenesses of God to things of evil, the result is FEAR. And tears! It is a terrible thing. Man is made in the image of GOD, not in the image of the devil, not in the image of a drunkard or an adulterer or adulteress or a dishonest man in business. Man is made in the image of GOD, which means there is something God‑like in our make‑up, and when a man takes that God‑like part of us, that is made for fellowship with GOD, and DEBASES it, and brings it down to the level of SIN, devotes it to sin and to that which is contradictory to Real Living and to God, he DESTROYS HIMSELF. And when he destroys himself, FEAR grips his heart, for he realizes he wasn't made for this, he was made for something better than this. That is why I tell every person I deal with who isn't saved, that God didn't make them for this. God made them for higher, nobler living! And that is the way everybody ought to

walk.

New let me ask you, have you come to God? Are you destroying yourself? You ARE, I don't care how well off you think you are, you're DESTROYING yourself if you haven't come to God and placed your life in His hands and allowed Him to put His will to work in your life and accepted His standards. But if you will COME to Him, in Him you will find HOPE!

Will you come to Him today? I hope you will, trusting Jesus Christ His Son as your Saviour and Lord. God bless you.
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