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Luke 15:1

“Then drew near unto Him all the publicans and sinners for to hear Him.” Today we want to study the glorious fact that God loves souls and will save every soul that trusts Him. You know, one wonderful thing about Jesus was the way He received people. He received all classes of people. We read that Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, came to Him by night. We read of Jesus saving Zaccheus, who was a rich publican. He called Zaccheus down out of the tree and said, "Today I must abide in thy house," and Zaccheus was saved and returned money that he had stolen and started to live for Christ from that day forward.

In this Scripture, we read that the publicans and sinners came to Him. All men, of course, are sinners. But these people were known as outstanding sinners. They flocked to Christ. There is something very wonderful about that. Today, the Lord Jesus Christ stands ready to save. He will save where people throng the streets of the big cities where there is so much sin. Jesus is walking where sinners are.

He is walking up and down the streets among the down‑and‑outers and the most needy folk. He loves their souls and no matter who the sinner is, if he will turn to Christ and take Him as personal Saviour, Jesus stands ready and waiting to save! Jesus walks up and down in the midst of slums in the great cities and offers forgiveness of sin. That is the Good News! There were those, of course, who wrapped their robes of self-righteousness about them and looked down on sinners and said of the pure Son of God, “This man eateth with publicans and sinners!” They were lost souls. 

They had no sympathy with the down-and‑out. They had no time for Christ. They were so blinded by their own self-righteousness that they didn't recognize their own sins. They had no heart, no feeling of sympathy for others. They were on their way to Hell. But, oh, wherever there are sinners, whether they are rich or poor, bond or free, old or young, and they come to Jesus Christ, they will be welcomed. Jesus always welcomed sinners. He came into the world to save sinners. He didn't come to call the righteous. He came to call sinners to repentance.

Then drew near all the publicans and sinners FOR TO HEAR HIM. They wanted to hear what Jesus had to say. Now why did thy want to listen to Jesus? Because from His lips they heard words of hope, words that could make them pure again! I don't care how fallen a man or woman is, how sinful they have been, how calloused they may be, how polluted, how hardened in heart; there is something down in the heart of every sinner that makes them want to be good. Even a hardened sinner envies people who are living right. They really want to be good. This fact reminds me of that great preacher, Dr. Truitt, who was called to the bedside of a sinner. Someone had called him and said, “Preacher, we hear you love sinners, and there is a girl down here, dying. We wish you'd come and talk with her.” The great preacher said, “I'll come.” Taking a friend with him, he made his way in those early morning hours to the house where lay that dying girl, who had lived a very sinful life. When he had sat down, he reached forth his hand to reassure her and comfort her, but she drew her hand back beneath the covering of the bed and said, “It isn't right for your pure hand to touch my dirty hand.” There was respect, even by a fallen girl of shame, for a man who lived a good and a holy life. Brother, listen. In a world of sin, in a world so glamorous and boastful, ambitious and proud, blowy and brassy, with its tinsel and gaudiness, there is still respect for GOODNESS. It pays to be good. Now you can laugh at that and call me old‑fashioned and say that I am living in by‑gone days. But it pays to be good.

So Jesus Christ, in all His wonderful purity and goodness, ATTRACTED SINNERS. There was a goodness in Him that wasn't repellent. It wasn't just put‑on. The purity and goodness and sincerity of Christ rang in His words. He loved the souls of men, and they knew it. He loved them with a genuine love. They listened as He gave them hope. He made them think of a purer life, a life they could have lived, a life they still could live by repenting of all sin and following Him! The words He spoke reminded them of the days when they were innocent, before they had fallen into the ways of the world and iniquity and shame. Everyone, you know, starts out with a clean sheet. But down the road there is a drift. No one ever becomes bad in one leap. It is always a gradual thing. It starts in the thoughts. There is a breaking down of rules, a compromise here and there, a drift into the wrong crowd of friends. Then you do wrong things and it becomes commonplace, and since there are others who do likewise, you wonder if it is so wrong after all. So you pursue that way of living. But suddenly you come up against someone who is living a good life, and oh, something stirs down in the depths of your soul. You realize you have sold out! You sense the lack, the emptiness, in your soul. How true particularly when you put your life beside the life of the Sinless, Spotless Son of God, Who is the Example of what all of us ought to be! There comes into the heart the hunger for goodness and purity and the remorse of having sinned.

These publicans and sinners had such a hunger in their hearts. It was not only a hunger for goodness, but also a hunger to be saved, and to be delivered from the power and penalty of sin! They knew that He was the Saviour, the only One Who could save them, the only One on Whom they could rely. You know, sinners are betrayed by sinners. They can't trust each other. These poor, sinful souls had given up hope of finding anybody whom they could trust, in whom they could have confidence. But when they saw Jesus, they knew they had found One who was sincere. They saw His pure, spotless, sunlit character. They knew He was the Son of God. In the depths of their soul they knew they could trust Jesus Christ. He was all the Hope of their souls! They flocked around Him. They listened to Him. They received what He said.

“But the Pharisees and Scribes mur​mured saying, “This man receiveth sin​ners and eateth with them." They reasoned that if Christ was the Son of God, He wouldn't be mixing and mingling with sinners. Why, their rabbis wouldn't have anything to do with sinners. And there are people today who won't. There are people today who wouldn't welcome a drunkard into their church. They wouldn't welcome an unclean person into their services. I don't hesitate to say that any church that is so proud, so fix​ed, so cold, so calloused, so refined, and so self‑righteous, and has no time to visit the poor that God loves so much, and has no time to enter homes of squalor and shame to rescue precious souls for God and eternity, HAS NO LONGER THE RIGHT TO BE CALLED A CHURCH OF THE LIVING CHRIST.  There is not to be “respect of persons” in the church. Jesus Christ RECEIVED sinners and even ate with them. He loved them and wanted to save them.  He wanted to tell them that they, too, could be saved and come to Heaven through faith in Him. But the Phari​sees murmured, being self‑righteous, hav​ing never known any sympathy for the sinner. They had a religion, a form, a ceremony; but they had no loving heart.  They had not the heart of God and the heart of Christ toward the sinner.  They had a religion, a form, a ceremony; but they had no loving heart. Friends, when we have God's heart, we will love sinners.  If we don't love sinners, we haven't His heart. When we meet God in a real way, we'll love souls. We'll love the lost and seek them for Christ.

So we read that Jesus spake a parable unto them (Luke 15:4). He said, “What man among you having an hundred sheep if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine (here the emphasis is on the one that is lost) and go after that which is lost until he finds it? And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbors, saying unto them, rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep, which was lost. I say unto thee that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.”

Sometimes people say to me, “How can you keep going all the time, traveling, traveling, traveling, flying all over the country, going from meeting to meeting, un-relaxed, constantly in the work, leaving your loved ones and friends?” The answer, friends, is verse 7. “Where do you get your strength, Preacher?” Well, you know, when someone comes up to you at the close of a revival meeting and says, “Thank you, preacher, for coming my way. You led me to Jesus and I'll never forget you,” there is a JOY in my heart that can be found only in heaven. This earth doesn't offer anything like it in this life. It is joy. It is victory. You can know what I mean, only if you have led a sinner to Jesus Christ. You know what I am talking about, only if you have brought a soul to the feet of the Master, only if you have rescued someone for Christ, and led them to a knowledge of Life in Him. There is a strength, a life, and a joy that is out of another world. You know, I never worry about whether the Bible is the Word of God, or whether there is a God. All that is so childish. For when you walk with God and see Him from day to day doing supernatural things, it isn't hard to believe. You KNOW that He is, and that this Word is His Word. It isn't hard to do what the Master tells us to do.

Jesus today is seeking the lost ones, and if I can have a little share in helping him, in bringing them to Him, then my cup of joy is full! If I can just make Jesus happy, if I can make Heaven happy by bringing souls to the Lord, then I ask for no other joy on this earth. My cup of joy runs over. I read in this Book that the Lord's chief joy is when a sinner repents. And every time I see a soul walk down the aisle an accept Christ, or when I see scores of people stream back to the inquiry room to kneel and call upon the Lord for salvation, or when I personally have the pleasure of leading someone to Jesus, I REALIZE THAT THE MASTER HAS ONCE AGAIN FOUND HIS SHEEP. I realize that ONCE AGAIN HE HAS LAID IT ON HIS SHOULDERS AND HAS STARTED HOME. Beloved, when HE rejoices, my cup of joy runs over. I love the Lord Jesus Christ. You love the Lord Jesus Christ. How can we help but love Him! Jesus went to the Cross and poured out His blood, THAT WE MIGHT LIVE! How can anyone turn his back on Jesus! When you really see Jesus, from that day on, nothing will turn you aside from loving Him and trying to serve Him. This is the most important thing in life. This is all that will really abide for eternity. So for that reason, we keep going day and night, studying His Word, praying, preaching, seeking the lost, broadcasting, holding city‑wide meetings, preaching under Gospel tents, visiting in homes, going anywhere, everywhere, seeking the lost for Him!  And when we find them? Say, it's wonderful! That is the gate of heaven itself! Only one who has won souls to Him knows the thrill, the glory that envelops the soul when someone comes to Christ. Life is poured into our soul, the life of God. Our hearts are lifted up, and we say, “Even so, Father, it seemeth good in Thy sight.” We worship the Lord in Heaven.

I would like to ask you, “Is there a soul that you are seeking for Jesus? Are you seeking lost ones for Him? Do you want to make Him happy?” (Every Christian should WANT to make Him happy). If so, go out today and find one of His lost sheep, and bring it and lay it at the Master's feet. It will make Him happy, because Jesus loves souls, and He depends upon His followers to follow in His steps.

Then I would like to ask you this: “Are you a believer in Jesus? Are you trusting Him to save you and take you Home to Heaven? Have you looked to the Cross and realized that His blood was shed for your sins that you might be saved through Him?” You may say, “Preacher, I am not a Christian. I am not saved, but I would like to be.” Beloved, He is ready to save you. He is seeking you! That is His business. He is looking for you to come to Him.

Earnestly turn to Him just now, right where you are, and with all your heart say, “Lord Jesus, I take Thee now as my Saviour and do trust Thee to take me Home to Heaven. I commit all my past unto Thee, looking to the Cross where Thy blood was shed for me. I claim Thee now as my own personal Saviour.” Will you do it?
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