SEEKING AND FINDING THE WILL OF GOD

Jesse M. Hendley

John 7:17

Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to John 7:17. We are going to discuss seeking and finding God's perfect will in a given situation. This message was born when a preacher friend called me recently. He is in a wonderful church and the Lord is bless​ing in a wonderful way, but he received a call from another church. Now he is in the valley of decision. He must decide whether to stay at his present church or to go to the other church. He asked me to share with him my thoughts about this and to pray with him about it. Out of our long distance telephone discus​sion came the message I want to bring to you now. I believe this will be a blessing to your heart.

"Get Rid of Your Will"

In John 7:17, we learn that God wants us to know His will in any given situa​tion. But the question is, do we want God's will? This is where the rubber hits the road. So often we want our own will. We will have an idea about this church or that church, or we look at it from the human angle. We look at the size of the church, the people, and the spiritual condition. But what we must want is God's will. In order to do that, we must get rid of our own will. This Scripture says, "If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine (the teaching)." God will let him know if he wills to do the will of God. You must search for this, because sometimes when we say, "I want God's will for my life in that particular area," and then we wait on the Lord long enough and search our souls, we find that we are really saying, "I want to have my own way. I want to do what I want to do." We must get rid of our wants entirely to know what He wants. This involves heart searching, and real prayer.

This young man wants this. He would not have called me otherwise. He is serious about this. He had set aside an entire day for prayer and fasting. He wants Christ's will. He is a godly young man. God's hand is upon him. I was recently in a meeting with him and was marveling at the way God was blessing the people and saving souls. Spiritual​ity was there. Now a work has opened to him that will be a much larger field. Many people, I'm afraid, would not have even considered whether it was the will of God or not. They would have said, "Well, God opened this door to a larger field and I know it is His will for me to go." But this young man is a spiritual young man and he is face to face in his life with this wonderful truth that comes to everybody, "Do I really seriously, want to walk with Jesus Christ and let Him have His way in my life, totally?" That is the place of blessings. "Reckon Yourself Dead"

We talked it over and came up with the fact that first of all we must make sure that we are dead to our own will in order that He may have His will. We get that from Colossians 3:3, "For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God." The Word of the Lord says that when Christ died, we died. He is our representative. But that is not effective to us until we reckon on it, count it so, believe it. Get up in the morning and say, "I am dead to what I want to do today. I want to know what Christ wants me to do." Reckon yourself dead to your own will, your own wants, and your own plans for your life in order that Jesus Christ may get what He wants through your life. II Corinthians 4:11, "...that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. "

Galatians 2:20, "I am crucified with Christ. Nevertheless I live: yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. "In God's mind, we were crucified when Jesus died. We died when He died, but it is not effective in us until we are willing to be crucified and really give up what we want. That is the point of giving up what we want.

This young man comes to God and says, "Lord, I may have desires to stay here or I may have desires to go, but I am blotting out all of those. I want to know what you want, Jesus. You said that when You died, I died and that I was to count this so. Romans 6:11 says, "Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God. " So I count myself dead to what I want, because self-will is sin, in order that You might get what You want. I want to do whatever You want me to do." This is a blessed place that many people seem never to get to. This young man wants it. When he does, he is not living his own life; he is living the life Christ has for him to live. This is very important for us to do. We need to be dead to what we want in order that Christ can get what He wants in and through our lives as we surrender to Him. That is number one.

Christ lives in me. So I turn my life over to Him and He actually does take over my mind, my eyes, my ears, my tongue, my hands, my feet, my total body---my mind, my soul and my spirit and He uses them. Two of us can't do it. If I do it, He can't. Each moment of every day we are either living our will or the will of Christ. It is a glorious adventure to live in the will of Christ. So, the first thing we must do is to get alone with the Lord, search our hearts before Him, and make sure that we are dead to what we want and reckon our​selves to have died with Christ, but we are alive now to whatever God wants. That is the kind of life Jesus lived. John 14:10, "The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. " Christians will say, "I am not doing the works. Christ in me is doing the works that you see." So, pray through.

"Relax and Rest in Him" 

When we get to the point through prayer where we are thoroughly satis​fied that we are dead to what we want and that we are trusting Christ to get what He wants, then we are to relax and believe that He will make known what He wants through us. Matthew 11:28, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."

He doesn't want this young man to be concerned for six months or a year to find out what He wants. He has a lim​ited time to know the will of God. It is a very important move in his life. It is very important to God and to Christ. He is a powerful young man. His life is sold out to the Lord. So Christ says to him, "You pray about it and make sure that you are dead to what you want and that you are surrendered to let me get what I want. When you are sure of that in your own heart through prayer, searching your heart, and waiting be​fore God, then just relax. "Come unto Me. Sit back and believe that I will make plain to you My will so you can do it!"

This applies to any area of our lives. It is not only for a preacher, but it is for a housewife, a businessman, or anyone. Come to Christ. Relax in Christ's pres​ence. He doesn't hold your feet to the fire. He doesn't beat you over the head. He loves you and He wants to live His life through you. That is the most ad​venturesome thing that can take place on this earth.

"Take My Yoke"

Christ wants you to yoke up to Him. Matthew 11:29, "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your soul. " It's the picture of two oxen pulling a plow. In the Lord's work, we are plowing the fields for God, but we are yoked to Jesus, nobody else.

A husband or a wife doesn't come into play here. That applies to this preacher. His wife or his children cannot enter into it. They can pray for him, but Christ is to be first. Luke 14:26, "If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my dis​ciple." So what we do is thoroughly surrender to Him and then relax. 

"Matthew 11:29"

He says, "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me. . .” We are to learn from Him. He will teach us about Him​self and He will show us His will.  “For I am meek and lowly in heart...” I am not going to beat you over the head. You don't have to worry, sweat, cry and fear. Just surrender to Me and believe that I love you and will live My life in and through you." ". . And ye shall find rest unto your soul." Some people stay in agony over a question for days, weeks, months, and years and never find the sweet rest that Jesus says, ". . . ye shall find rest. "

"If you will come to Me, take My yoke upon you, let Me live My life in and through you, let Me teach you My way from the Word of God and through prayer, you will find that I am meek and lowly. I'm not an unjust master. I'm not a harsh taskmaster. I love you. I just want to live My life through you. I want us to do this together. You lend me your body, and I will do the work. Then you will find rest unto your soul,"

Rest. How few people have soul rest that they are in the will of God, that Jesus lives in them. I don't have to sweat or worry about my work. Christ lives His life through me.

"Mathew 11:30"

Then He says in verse 30, "For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." Christ's yoke is easy. It won't hurt your back or your neck. It is the devil who puts heavy burdens upon us and living for self.

"Pray and Seek Christ's Will" 

Many times, in the flesh, we have al​ready decided what we want to do before we pray and seek Christ's will. That is where we get into trouble. If we have already made up our minds what we want to do before we pray, we can't find Christ's will. As long as I want to know God's will, I cannot look at my will at all. What I want may or may not be what He wants. I must be thoroughly open to what He wants and responsive in order for Him to lead me in His perfect will. Following Christ's will is the only thing that will stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ when we meet Jesus. The "wood, hay, and stubble" will be when we have walked in our own wills instead of His. But the "gold, silver, and precious stones" for which He will reward us and that cannot be burned will be when we sought the will of Christ and did it. That is important for us to see.

When you are saved, you are to live the will of God. God's way is not only the best way, but it is the only way. The other way is destruction. Proverbs 14:12 "There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end therefore the ways of death." We must find God's will to walk with Him.

Pray about it till you know that you are reckoning yourself dead. Stay on your knees until you realize that you are giving up what you want and you are open for Christ to be able to let you know what His will is for your life in this matter. After you know that you have done that, then relax. You know honestly from the heart that you want what He wants and you are not burdened any more. You are open and you are waiting for Him to let you know. Rest after you know that you have surrendered everything to Christ. You will still pray to Him and talk to Him about it, but you won't be worried about it any more. You won't know what He wants yet, but you will believe that He is going to let you know. What an adven​ture not to have to run your life and just to let Jesus do it!

"Wait for God's Answer" 

But you still don't know whether He wants you to go to the other church or not, or whether He wants you to do this or that. Look to Jesus constantly to make known to you what His will is. Wait for the answer. That comes from Habakkuk.

Habakkuk was a great prophet of God. God was sending the Chaldeans against Israel because of their sins. So Habakkuk prayed. He said, "Art thou not from everlasting, O LORD my God, mine Holy One?" (Habakkuk 1:12). Af​ter he finished praying and he knew that he wanted what God wanted, he said, "I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon my tower (his watchtower), and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer. " After he prayed, he expected God to speak to him and let him know what to do.

So I told this young man that God would let him know. His wife and chil​dren cannot let him know. I cannot do it, nor can any of the billions of people on this earth. Nobody can make known Christ's will to you but Christ. But when you reckon yourself dead to what you want and alive to whatever God wants, and you relax in the presence of Jesus after you know you have made that surrender to Him, then trust Him to speak and expect Him to tell you what He wants you to do. That is what Habakkuk did. He waited on the Lord. If a person is honest about everything, as this preacher is, and seeks Christ and turns his life totally over to Him, and waits for Jesus to speak to him, will He do it? The Lord answered Habakkuk. Habakkuk 2:2, "And the LORD answered and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon table, that he may run that readeth it. "Habakkuk prayed, then he stood and watched for an an​swer, and the Lord answered him. That is exactly what this young preacher will get. As he quietly waits for Him, the answer will come.

The Lord will speak to this young preacher by way of conviction, not with verbal words as you and I speak. There will be an overwhelming conviction in his heart and mind that God wants him either to stay or to go. It will be clear that there won't be any problem about it. Then he can get up off his knees and do whatever is to be done. If he is stay, he will write this other church and say, "The Lord doesn't want me to come now. It is God's will for me to stay here." He will have confidence that God wants him to stay and he can pursue that ministry with all his heart as an adventure because Christ is in him directing his life according to His will. On the other hand, if Christ wants him to go, there will be overwhelming con​viction that Christ wants him to leave his present church and go to this other church and minister there. He can sur​render this church and go to that other church with utter confidence that it is in the will of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Isn't that beautiful, friends? It is ex​actly the way to know the will of God. This is for anyone. It is not only for a preacher and the decisions he has to make about his place of ministry. It applies to you when you have a decision to make about your family, or some​thing about a relationship with husband and wife, or something about the church. There are statements in the Bible and principles that will guide us. When we don't have a direct guidance in the Scriptures whether to do this or that, whether to stay or to go, then we should follow the procedure discussed in this message. As we do, the Lord will speak. He will say, "This is the way, walk ye in it" (Isaiah 30:21), and we can do it with confidence and blessing.
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