“SCOFFERS” AT HIS COMING

Jesse M. Hendley

Second Peter 3:3

I want to speak to you today on the signs of the days in which we live, days of trouble, days of difficulty. In Sec​ond Peter 3:3 God says that there will come in the last days "scoffers", say​ing, "Where is the promise of His com​ing?" People will be scoffing about the truth revealed in the Bible of the RE​TURN OF JESUS back to this earth. People are not scoffing quite so much now; they are beginning to realize that Jesus Chirst is the Only Hope for this world. The Bible certainly teaches that He is COMING AGAIN, and the Bible certainly teaches that Jesus Christ's RETURN is the only hope for this world, that man cannot work out his problems for himself.

Science

You take in the realm of science it​self. In 1860 a French scientist made this statement: "Inside of one hundred years of physical and chemical science man will know what the atom is. A pre​diction by a scientist in 1860 that by 1960 man would know what the atom is! Here we are, in LESS than a hund​red years, already knowing about the atom and deeper into the truth about power and the release of energy than we have ever been before.

He said also: "It is my belief that when science reaches this stage God will come down to earth with His big rings of keys and say to humanity, “Gentlemen, it is CLOSING TIME.” I tell you, friends, one of the reasons I believe the Lord is coming, OUTSIDE of the Bible prediction, is that man has made the discovery of and is face to face with FRIGHTFUL POWER that he cannot control! There is coming a great destruction. The Bible reveals there is coming a time of great trouble before Jesus returns to earth, such as the world has never known. The scientific progress made in the past few years is a WARNING. Even a scientist says so.  He says, not even from the Bible view​point that GOD is going to step into man's affairs at CLOSING TIME, time for GOD to take over. God is going to HAVE to take over, because man has discovered power beyond anything he has ever known, the ability to DES​TROY THE EARTH, as scientists themselves have said to us. So the SCIENTIFIC pronouncement argues for the RETURN OF JESUS and for GOD STEPPING INTO THE AFFAIRS OF MEN violently one more time.

Enemies of Religion

Then, in Religion. In Second Timo​thy 3:13 we read, "Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse." The ABOUNDING SIN over the world today means that God has GOT to step into the affairs of men again in a strong way. Years ago Lenin said, "RE​LIGION is one of the worst forms of oppression. Religion is a spiritual dope in which the slaves of capitalism drown their sorrows. OUR propaganda (speak​ing of Communism) must include also the propagation of ATHEISM." When Lenin made those statements, Com​munism was very weak. Today Com​munism is a major power threatening the entire free world! I tell you, if CHRISTIANITY had grown as Com​munism has grown in the last few years, we would have evangelized the world! Leon Trotsky followed him up and said, when he was in high favor in Russia, "Although the power of British Protestantism is great, it is not unlimit​ed. OURS is the CLEANSING TASK of assisting to DESTROY within a few years THAT RELIGION which has been built up through the centuries." Lenin said their business was to propagate ATHEISM; and Trotsky said their bus​iness was to DESTROY RELIGION! The VERY HEART of Communism is ANTI-GOD and ANTI-HUMANE, be​cause it is against humanity. To be against GOD is to he against the best for the human race. There we have impostors: evil men waxing WORSE AND WORSE today. The head of the Russian government today is one of the most EVIL of men, one of the most WICKED of men, and one of the MOST POWERFUL of men. So there are some WICKED MEN in places of GREAT POWER today. That argues for the necessity of God stepping in and saying, "Gentlemen, it is CLOS​ING TIME," time to put a stop to this whole mess and to begin the Kingdom of God here on earth with all of its power and glory.

Israel

And then, ISRAEL, budding, bloom​ing, blossoming forth as a nation today is EVIDENCE of God's dealing with His people again! A writer said not long ago, "We not only see the fig tree bud​ding nationally; it is also budding spiritually." And he described some of the chief rabbis who have declared their FAITH IN CHRIST. A writer who spent many years in the Jewish mission field said, "It is our experience that there has been a greater change in the attitude of the Jews toward Jesus in our lifetime than there has been in the last two thousand years. Many are turning to Christ at this part​icular time." So in the nation of Is​rael, then, we find evidence that the Jewish people are going to turn to Christ in a marvelous way, according to the Word of God, and God will give victory IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS.

The Professing Church

Now not only do we see it in the scientific field, and in the fact that evil men are trying to take the leader​ship in the world, and the fact that Is​rael is blossoming (as God said she would, in His Word), as A NATION again; but ALSO IN THE PROFESS​ING CHURCH TODAY we are finding evidence of God's Word being fulfilled. Paul wrote to young Timothy and said that in the latter days perilous times would come that men would be "lovers of themselves, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a FORM of godliness but denying the Power thereof." And Paul said, "From such turn away." 

There are so few real Christ​ians today that are totally surrendered to the Lord, so few that are separated Christians. A friend said to me the other day, "Brother Hendley, there seem to be so few SEPARATED Christians." You don't hear the word "separated" so much today in Christian language, and yet it is a STRONG TRUTH in the Bible. "Come out from among them and BE YE SEPARATE, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will be a Father to you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." Paul wrote those words to the Corinthian church, a church which WORLDLINESS had in​vaded. Friends, it is a tragic moment, when the WORLD invades the church. There are so few Christians totally sur​rendered to the Lord today within the ranks of the Christian church.

Archbishop Cranmer has been a mar​velous example to us of restoration to real faith. He was in prison under Queen Mary Tudor. He was brought out to watch the awful spectacle of Bishop Latimer and Bishop Ridley being burned at the stake. You know, that is something we don't think much about in Christianity today. Everything is too easy. A well-known preacher said not long ago, "Anybody in the world can join this church. It isn't hard to get into this church. You just walk down the aisle and acquiesce to something we say, and you're `in the church'. You're `a member of the church'." Well, back in the days of Cranmer, Latimer and Ridley, people who STOOD FOR CHRIST were burned at the stake. And here was Archbishop Cranmer taken out to watch the awful sight of two men. BURNED TO DEATH for their faith in CHRIST and for their desire to PREACH HIS WORD. It left the old Archbishop trembling and afraid, and he was asked to sign a recantation, which he did, thinking no doubt he would be allowed to go free and die in peace. But this was not the intention of his persecutors. Soon he was de​graded and led to Saint Mary's church in Oxford where for two hours he was forced to listen to a harangue against himself. Then, being commanded to RECANT PUBLICLY, he committed himself to the Lord and made a noble DEFENSE of his teaching. Then Arch​bishop Cranmer, face to face with being burned to death, made this state​ment: "This unworthy right hand which signed this paper of recantation con​trary to the belief in my heart, when I come to the flames, shall be the first to perish in the flames!" He was chain​ed to the stake (the steel band that was used can still be seen in a museum in Oxford), and as the flames rolled toward him, he thrust his right hand into the fiercest flames of all and was heard to murmur, "This unworthy right hand!" Then he fell forward and he went to be with the Lord. There was a man who stood up for Christ though burned at the stake!

Where is the VIGOR of Christianity today? There are coming SCOFFERS, the Bible says. Oh, they have a "relig​ious tinge", but they SCOFF at the wonderful TRUTHS OF THE BIBLE---the Virgin Birth of Christ, the Blood Atonement of Jesus; the Inspiration and Purity of the Word of God; the Authority of and the necessity of obey​ing God's Word; the necessity of real faith in Jesus; the life of service that proves we love Him; the separated life ("Come out from among them and be ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing" that separates you from the will of God); coming out of the WORLD ("If any man loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him"); a life DEVOTED to God ("If any man will come after Me, let Him deny himself and take up his cross DAILY and follow Me.") "Taking up the cross means to take up whatever suffering and burden and affliction may come FOR BEING TRUE TO JESUS and His Cause! THAT is the CROSS. Not mere physical af​fliction, but whatever suffering is in​volved BECAUSE WE STAND UP FOR CHRIST. THAT is what it means, friends, to "take up the cross." And DAILY we are to be willing and glad to bear whatever suffering may come for HIS sake, and HIS cause, and HIS work and HIS church.

Oh, God, help us to search our hearts today. The Lord Jesus said, "Except a man TURN and be CONVERTED, TURN AROUND, and become as a little child, have faith in Him as a little child, he shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of God." Now in order for us to do that we must have the Life of God in our souls! And in order to have the Life of God in our souls, we must RECEIVE JESUS. Jesus Christ stands at the door of your heart now, want​ing admittance; but He cannot come in unless you INVITE Him. He said, "If any man will open the door, I will come in and sup with him and he with Me," which means He will SAVE you! Your only hope and my only hope is for GOD TO STEP INTO OUR LIFE.

Developments in science, evil men waxing worse and worse, Israel becom​ing a nation again, and faithlessness among those who profess Christ (living for the world instead of Jesus, living for self instead of God, living for time instead of eternity)---all these are proof that the Lord must soon step into the affairs of men and say, "Gentlemen, it is CLOSING TIME. It is time to close up this present world order, and I am going to bring My Son back and estab​lish a NEW world order."

Are scoffers saying, "Where is the promise of His coming?" Every true child of God loves JESUS, loves HIS APPEARING as predicted in the Scrip​tures. The Lord is going to reward those of us who have loved His appear​ing! Paul speaks of that crown which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall give in that day, not to Paul only, but "TO ALL THOSE who LOVE HIS AP​PEARING." If you love Him, you love His appearing; if you do NOT love Him, you do NOT love His appearing. If you love CHRIST, friends, IN YOUR HEART, you'll live for Him now and LOOK for His Coming! Do that, that it may be well with you and your loved ones. God help us to PREPARE to MEET THE LORD.
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