SAYING “THANK YOU” TO GOD

Jesse M. Hendley

Romans 1:21

A meditation on Thanksgiving from God's Word! Saying to God, "Thank You." Do we? We do to our fellow human beings! We write thank you notes when they do kind things for us. We say, "Thank you," for some gift, some benefit, some kindness, or out of gratitude for their love and fellowship and being. Why not to God, Who is the Absolute Friend of ours?

Saying, "Thanks." What do we mean by it? Well, it is an expression of appreciation, isn't it? Shouldn't we appreciate God? Shouldn't we tell Him so? Saying, “Thanks,” is making known that person's value to you. You do not thank people who are not valuable to you. Saying "Thanks," is gratitude, told to another dear to you, usually. Why not God? Isn't He the dearest of all?

The Bible reminds us that ungodly people do not give thanks unto God. This is a characteristic of the ungodly. In Romans 1:21 we read, "Because that, when they knew God, they glori​fied Him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imagi​nations, and their foolish heart was darkened."  And they went down, down, down, until they worshipped idols, be​came fools, worshipped animals and beasts, and, finally, God gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts. That is a tragic thing. Why? Because they did not honour God as God and they were not thankful. It is characteristic of the ungodly that they never say to God, "Thank You for all that You are to me, for giving me life and all the good things that are in life."  Ungodly people do not glorify Him as God, neither are they thankful. But godly people do give thanks to God. They are thankful, according to God's Word. Let's look at it for moment.

"David"

For example, David was thankful, and he told God that he was. How is anybody going to know that we are thankful to them unless we tell them? You say, "But God knows everything." But He wants us to say it to Him. David told God that he was thankful. In II Samuel 22:50 David said, "Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the nations and I will sing praises unto thy name." Why did David say that? Because God had protected him from the violent man. We read in verse 48, "It is God that avengeth me and that bringeth me forth from mine enemies. Thou also hast lifted me up on high above them that rose up against me. Thou hast delivered me from the violent man. Therefore, I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among all the nations and I will sing praises unto thy name.”  David was not only thankful, but he expressed it! He told God, "Thank you, God, for delivering me from the violent man."

Think of the horrors of war and the dangers on our streets. What a wonder​ful thing to be delivered from violence and to be taken care of, and that is what God does. You and I would not live, no baby in this world would ever become grown, you and I would not come to the age we have come to, except for the wonderful deliverance and care of God. Shouldn't we give Him thanks?  David did. "I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord."

"Ministers"

Ministers of God are supposed to do exactly this same thing, according to God's Word. In II Chronicles 31:2 we read that the servants of the Lord back in the Old Testament time who waited on God continually, gave thanks unto the Lord. "Hezekiah appointed the courses of the priests and the Levites after their courses, every man accord​ing to his service, the priests and Levites for burnt offerings and peace offerings to minister and to give thanks and to praise in the gates of the tents of the Lord." So here were men who were set aside to continually give praise unto God. They were called ministers of the Lord because they ministered before the Lord continually. Praise and thanks​giving were characteristic of the wor​ship of the Old Testament saints. And my friends, in our churches today, praise should have one of the key places among the ministers of God and those that wait upon God continually. 

"The Psalmist"

The Psalmist also addressed God in words of praise. It is wonderful to read his words of praise as found in Psalm 30:12, "To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee and not be silent, O Lord my God, I will give thanks to thee forever!" What a statement that is! Just chew on that a little bit! Get all the juice out of it. My friends, there are not only warnings in the Bible, but there are wonderful cordials, wonderful encour​agements to our spirits, wonderful liftings in the Word of God. And here is one of those statements in the very last of Psalm 30, "O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto thee forever." "I don't know what other people are going to do, but this is my resolution in words addressed to My God." He calls God "My God." He talks to God directly, not indirectly. "O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto thee forever."

Notice the resolution: " I will . . . " This is something he has determined. What is it? "I will give thanks unto thee." "I am going to be thankful to Thee. I am going to express the thank​fulness of my heart in words. I am thankful inwardly, and I am going to express it outwardly, unto Thee.  "Now he didn't say this to other people here, but they heard him. People will hear us when we give thanks to God. But there is a personal giving of thanks to God. 

"Alone with God"

Do you have a time and a place to be alone with God and give thanks unto Him? Do you? Jesus said in Matthew 6:6, "Thou, when thou prayest, enter thy closet and shut the door and pray to thy Father in secret."

"I will give thanks unto thee, Lord." "When no one is around, I am still thankful to You." This is the heart of the whole matter. It is a personal rela​tionship with God that nobody else enters into---not even a husband or wife, son or daughter, dad or mother, or an intimate friend. Only the Lord knows how much my heart gives Him thanks! Nobody knows how much I thank God, but God Himself. He is the only One. I don't tell everybody else. I do want people to know that I am thankful to God as a testimony and as a help to them to give thanks, too, but this is a personal thing between my soul and my God. So if you know God as your God, your Almighty One looking after you and taking care of you, then you will want to do this. "O Lord, my God, I will give thanks unto thee forever." Isn't that a wonderful statement? Shouldn't we?

" The Next World"

Notice, he expects to give thanks in the next world! He doesn't say, " Lord, I will give thanks unto thee until I die."  He is not worried about death. He doesn't say anything at all about death. He knows he is going to live forever. Death is just a transition period into the next world. He gives thanks here and he expects to give thanks in the next world. He believed in a life beyond the grave, that God would be his God, undertak​ing to take care of him forever, and he expects to be thanking God ten million years from now. Shouldn't we? "I will give thanks unto thee forever."  Isn't that great!

"Psalm 92"

Again, the Psalmist in Psalm 92:1 says, "It is a good thing to say, “Thank You to God.”  “It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High: To show forth thy loving kindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night. "Verse 4, " For thou, Lord, hast made me glad through thy works, and I will triumph in the works of thy hands." "I am not going to be saved by my works, but by what You do for me, Lord. You are the One Who saves me." We don't save ourselves, friends; He does it! So it is a good thing for us to say to God,  “Thank You that we will tri​umph through the works of Your hands, that You have undertaken to take care of us and bring us safely home to heaven to live with You forever."

"Daniel"

Now Daniel, the great prophet of God and servant of God in Babylonia 600 years before Christ, prayed and gave thanks before his God three times a day. Some people don't pray at all. Some pray occasionally. But here was a man who said, "Thank you," to God three times a day. Then that must mean that you can't be too thankful. "Don't you ever get tired of giving thanks to God?" Never! Does He ever get tired of giving me blessings? No! That would be tragic, wouldn't it? So as long as God is not tired of giving us breath, life, health, strength, loved ones, friends, and all the good things we have, we ought not to get tired of giving thanks unto God. It ought to be a joyous spontaneity of our hearts! So in Daniel 6:10, at the jeopardy of his life, knowing the decree had been made (suggested by his en​emies and made by the king that anyone who bowed down to any other god would be destroyed), we read, "Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house, and his windows being opened in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime."

I have always admired this man, be​cause I believe the barometer of a man's spirituality is his prayer life! I cannot help but believe it! And this man knelt before God three times a day, suggest​ing morning, noontime, and evening. He did not let a morning, a noontime, or an evening go by without thanking God for His goodness. Oh, beloved, wouldn't this make Him more precious to our hearts? God help us to see it. How many of us average once a day? Daniel aver​aged three times a day. Is it that we do not need to pray as much as this godly man? Or is it our spiritual dullness?

Notice, he prayed alone in his cham​ber. Jesus tells us, "When thou prayest, enter thy closet. "You say, “I pray while I ride around in my car or wash my dishes." No, the Lord says, "Con​centrate on Me. Give Me your entire attention. Let's communicate." You can't even communicate with a human being with your mind on something else, your thoughts on something else. Daniel got on his knees in humility. Daniel was an ardent, thankful man. Shouldn't we be?

" Paul"

In Acts 27:35 Paul gave thanks to God in the presence of all 275 people for whom God had promised deliverance from death by drowning when their ship was sinking in a Mediterranean storm! "And when he had thus spoken, Paul took bread and gave thanks to God in the presence of them all, and when he had broken it, he began to eat. Then were they all of good cheer and they also took some meat. And we were in all in the ship 275 souls, " --- saved in that storm when they had given up hope, beaten by the storm. But Paul got alone on his knees, and God said, "Paul, I am going to deliver every one. No one is going to lose his life. The ship is going to be lost, but everybody is going to be saved. I have given them to you." What a man Paul was for God to be able to say that. Isn't that a tremendous thing?!! "There shall not a hair fall from the head of any of you." Amazing.

Notice in verse 24 what God said to Paul when he was in prayer, "Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. "Those 275 people owed their lives to one man, a godly man who walked with God and who asked for their lives.

Did you know that God spared the nation of Israel for Moses' sake? God said, "Moses, let Me alone and I will destroy Israel," but Moses stood in the gap and prayed and God turned His back on what He was going to do and spared the nation because of one godly man! Do you know what that suggests? That the ungodly people in this world owe their very existence to the godly. What a tremendous thing!

Notice that the Apostle Paul gave thanks to God for their lives being spared. Have you ever had some seri​ous illness and God brought you out of it? Did you give Him thanks? Or have you ever been in an accident or a near ​accident and thought, "I could have died." Did you give thanks? I have heard people come out of an accident where others were killed, cursing, in​stead of praising God and giving thanks. Paul gave thanks to God for saving the lives of these people in the presence of them all. In that storm, Paul prayed and gave thanks to God. Shouldn't we, in our storms?

"I Corinthians 15:57"

Much of Paul's time was taken up with prayer and thanksgiving. He gave thanks for promised victory over death. I Corinthians 15:57, "Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. "Victory over what? Death, that he has just been talking about. "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" Jesus went to the cross and paid for our sins with His blood and took away the sting from death so that nobody has to be afraid to die! "Thanks be to God," Which giveth us the victory over the fear of death through our Lord Jesus Christ. Beloved friends, that is some​thing to give thanks for! I am glad I don't have to be afraid to die today because I know Jesus took the sting in His body on the cross! He took my sins' sting and it was buried in His own soul. He took my hell! I'm glad I'll never go through that!

"II Corinthians 9:15"

And then Paul thanked God for His "unspeakable gift" in II Corinthians 9:15, "Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift."  Now what is an "unspeakable gift?"  It is a gift that is so wonderful that there are no words with which to express one's apprecia​tion. You try, but you cannot do it. Many times I have written a little note to a friend in thankfulness and said, "I do not have words to express the feeling of my heart," and I did not. Now, how about expressing our thanks to God for this gift of life, for the forgiveness of sins, and for Jesus Christ His Son dying for us to save us from hell and bring us to heaven? The gift of Himself! God has given me Himself and all that He has forever, and I am an heir of God and a joint-heir with Jesus Christ!

"Ephesians 1:16"

Paul was thankful for his fellow Chris​tians. In Ephesians he tells us about that thankfulness. Chapter 1, verse 16, "Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and love unto all the saints, cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of your name in my prayers. "Paul thanked God for those Ephesian Christians. Shouldn't we say, "Thank You, God, for our fellow Christian who encourage us on the way and mean so much to us?”  What would it be like to be the only Christian in the world?

"Ephesians 5:20"

And then Paul thanked God for all things. Ephesians 5:20, "Giving thanks always, for all things, unto God and the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ." So, you see, thanks giving had a tremendous place in the life of the Apostle Paul. He thanked God for all things, for he knew that all things came from God with the purpose of love. Does that mean the rainy days as well as the joys? Yes. He gave thanks for all things because He knew God was in his life and bringing him on to Glory.

"Colossians 1:12"

And then he thanked God for being his Father! Colossians 1:12, "Giving thanks unto the Father who hath made us fit to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light."  He gave thanks to God that God had made him His child, had given him birth into His family and had become his Father, spiritually. Oh, we ought to thank God with every breath that we are in the family of God!

"I Thessalonians 5:18"

And then, he gave thanks to God in everything. I Thessalonians 5:18, "In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you."  That means in every circumstance of life Paul thanked God, for God was looking after him. Shouldn't we?

"Matthew 15:35"

We come now to the most amazing thing, and that is Christ, Who gave thanks to His Father! In Matthew 15:35, Jesus gave thanks for food to feed 4,000 men, beside women and children. He took seven loaves and fishes and gave thanks and gave to the multitude "and they did eat".  "They---did---eat.”  Three little words that nobody ever thinks much about. Did you ever think of the marvel that you can eat? A friend of mine is sick and cannot eat. "They did eat."  Now, we do eat and shouldn't we be thankful and tell God that we know it comes from Him? "Give me today my daily bread."  He does. Do we thank Him? Oh, my friend, Jesus did. He thanked God for food to feed those 4,000 men, beside women and chil​dren.

"Matthew 26:27-38"

He thanked God for the privilege of giving His body and blood in a bloody sacrifice to save from his sins and from hell every human being who will trust Him! Matthew 26:27-28,  "He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins." "He took the cup and gave thanks!" That cup represented His blood, the sacrifice for our sins. Shouldn't we thank God when we can give ourselves to win souls to Christ? 

"Luke 17:15-16"

One of the ten lepers turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God and fell down at Jesus' feet, giving Him thanks! Luke 17:15-16. Ten lepers were cleansed. Nine didn't come back. Nine didn't give any thanks. Nine just took God's healing and life for granted. One came back full of gratitude and fell at His feet, on his face, giving Him thanks. Shouldn't we tell Jesus daily how thank​ful we are that He saved us from our sin, eternal death, judgment and hell? How ungrateful, thoughtless, careless, and unspiritual we show ourselves to be toward our great Saviour! Astonishing and humiliating, isn't it?!! Yet He loves. US.

"Hebrews 13:15"

We should give thanks, not silently, but with our lips, so others will hear and know of our wonderful God and His amazing care for us. "The fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name" (He​brews 13:15).

"Revelation 4:9"

Now, finally, the heavenly beings do this. In Revelation 4:9 we read about those living creatures, (translated "beasts") in heaven who "give glory and honor and thanks to him that sat on the throne who liveth forever and ever."  They give thanks to the Creator. Shouldn't you and I give thanks to the Creator for creating us and our loved ones and every good thing we enjoy? Men didn't make this world and all that is in it.

And the Church of the Redeemed in heaven, represented by the twenty-four elders, fall on their faces and worship God, saying to Him. "We give thanks, Lord God Almighty, because You have cleaned up this world and You have taken Your great power and reigned over men." They thank God that He is coming through to clean up this world and bring in the Millennium and bring us into the Holy City. The Church of the Redeemed in heaven give thanks unto Almighty God, falling on their faces in heaven! Do we have any such spirit of worship and thanksgiving to God for His greatness to us today? God help us in this meditation.

We say to our human friends, "Thank you for what you mean to us. " Shouldn't we say this to God?
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