SALVATION BY FAITH IN GOD’S PROMISE, NOT BY KEEPING LAWS

Jesse M. Hendley

Romans 4:13-17

Friends, we are taking up today Romans 4, the marvelous study of the life of Abraham. We have found several things in this wonderful chapter about Abraham, and now we come to the very summation of it all. Abraham was the father of believers, and we walk in the steps of our father Abraham on to Glory. There is a great host of people in this company of believers. Abraham is spoken of as the father of believers because he taught all others salvation by faith, in Genesis 15, in that wonderful passage, "Abraham BELIEVED GOD and it was COUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS." So today, we can BELIEVE GOD, and it is counted TO US for righteousness, even as to every person who believes God about Christ, and comes to and trusts Christ.

Today we come to the summation of it all. We learn as the third division of this great fourth chapter, verses 13 through 17, Abraham was saved by God's promise and not by his keeping of certain laws. Abraham was saved by promise, not by keeping laws. So "Promise and Law" is the subject of the next division, Romans 4, verses 13 through 17. They are the antithesis of each other.

The reason we know that Abraham was saved by promise, and not by law, was this. When God said that He declared Abraham righteous, it was BEFORE THE LAW WAS EVER GIVEN. For the Law was given through Moses, and Abraham lived before Moses' day. A large group of people are always talking about the Law, the Law, the Law. But I say to you, friends, that SALVATION IS BY FAITH‑--not by Law. Here is the proof positive of it. Abraham is the father of "BELIEVERS." He wasn't given the Law; he was given a PROMISE! He was saved by GOD'S KEEPING HIS PROMISE to him, not by Abraham's keeping certain laws! We learn, too, in the book of Jonah that salvation is of the LORD. It is His doing, entirely. Our part is faith in God's PROMISE, that's all. Faith in the promise of God SAVES. It saved Abraham, it will save you, and it will save me. That's what it is. Let me remind you that in Galatians God says that IF WE ADD ANYTHING to SALVATION BY FAITH‑--even an angel from heaven‑--LET HIM BE CURSED OF GOD.

So, we learn then that this being DECLARED RIGHTEOUS, God declaring Abraham right and righteous in His eyes, and therefore safe, CAME BEFORE THE LAW WAS EVER GIVEN. Now remember that truth, friends. It is very, very vital. So when you hear people talking about "keeping the law," and always harping on "the Law," look out for them! They are wrong, entirely wrong, thoroughly wrong, when it comes to the great matter of SALVATION. WE ARE SAVED BY FAITH! Abraham was declared righteous by God before the Law was ever given, YEARS before the Law was ever given.

The second reason why we know Abraham was saved by PROMISE, and not by Law, is that God's PROMISE is the very OPPOSITE of "keeping laws". They cannot mix, just as oil and water cannot mix. Promise and Law cannot MIX. If someone PROMISES you a gift or a blessing, you don't have to work in order to get it. There are no requirements, no stipulations, and no regulations. Our wedding anniversary is coming up pretty soon. In commemoration of that time, I will give my wife a gift. But when I give her the gift, I am not going to say, "Now look, honey, I am going to give you this (whatever I may give her), and I am going to tack up on the wall of the kitchen certain LAWS for you to keep." That would be ridiculous, wouldn't it? Certain "stipulations"! "This is your gift, IF YOU KEEP THESE LAWS, THESE RULES." No, if you love your wife you don't have any stipulations; you just give her the gift and that's it. There are no if's and and's about it.

And so it is with God's promise of Eternal Life, that He has given unto us. Just as He gave it to Abraham, He gives it to us: BY FAITH, and faith ALONE. God made it a FREE GIFT, based on His inviolable PROMISE, so that all people can be saved, Gentiles as well as Jews. It makes no difference as to the color of a man's skin. It makes no difference as to his education, racial background, or anything at all. God made salvation by PROMISE, which means that it is a FREE GIFT, and all you have to do is BELIEVE GOD'S PROMISE, BELIEVE what God has SAID, and it's YOURS. That's what the Lord says! It's a free gift, with no stipulations and no rules.

So Promise and LAW are the OPPOSITE of one another, and they CANNOT MIX, anymore than water and oil. Please remember that, because it is a vital statement made here by God, that CUTS THROUGH a lot of false ideas about salvation that are damning the souls of multitudes of people today. God DOES NOT tack commandments on the wall and say, "Now keep these and I'll save you." No, sir. "BELIEVE, on the Lord Jesus Christ! Put your TRUST in HIM. Put your FAITH IN HIM, according to MY PROMISE, and THOU SHALT BE SAVED." That is the promise of God! And if you are troubled out there today, about keeping certain rules, remember, you are not saved by keeping rules; you are saved by faith in the Lord Jesus.

I hope that is very clear, that Abraham was saved by promise and not by Law. He was declared righteous by God long before the Law was ever given, and also, God's promise is the OPPOSITE of your keeping laws.

Now here Paul presents the two main systems of theology that still abide today. First, we have the Jewish system and the key‑words: LAW, WORKS, and MERIT. Then we have the Christian system, which is the true system of salvation and the key‑words: FAITH, PROMISE, and GRACE.

The Jewish system was LAW. It said, "Keep God's Law. Do good works. Then, you merit certain things from God." But God's Word says that no man can have any merit before God.

The Christian system says, "Put your faith in the LORD'S PROMISE, and BY HIS GRACE (His free favor, that costs you nothing) you are saved."

Now God's promise to Abraham, on which he based his faith and confidence and trust, was a wonderful promise! Verse 13: "For the promise, that he should be heir of the world, was not to Abraham and to his seed THROUGH THE LAW, but THROUGH THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH." God's PROMISE to Abraham was the thing on which Abraham based his faith!

That is a vital thing, friends. If I were to ask you today if you are saved, you'd say yes. Perhaps you would; I hope you would. If you said, "Yes, I'm saved," I'd say to you, "On what do you BASE your salvation?" You might say, "Oh, I feel like it." Or, "I joined the church." Or, "I've been baptized." Or, "My parents before me were religious." There are all sorts of IDEAS today, but no, that is not a solid foundation. THE ONLY BASIS OF FAITH is THE PROMISE OF GOD! That's all. I know I am saved today because GOD PROMISED that if I'd trust His SON, I'd be saved, and I'm trusting His Son, with a vital, living trust. Now "trust" has to be defined, of course. It's vital. It's living. It's a trust that ADHERES TO JESUS, LOVES JESUS, CLINGS TO JESUS, reads God's Word, seeks to serve Him, manifesting itself in a life of ADHERENCE TO JESUS.

Now, Abraham believed God. He DID what God told him to do, proving that he loved the Lord. But his DOING what God told him to do DIDN'T SAVE HIM; that was just the proof that he WAS saved! So, GOD'S PROMISE to Abraham was the FOUNDATION of Abraham's faith.

Verse 13. "For the promise that he would be heir of the world. . ." Here we have the statement that God promised Abraham that he should be heir of the world. Let us notice first of all, God says THE PROMISE. We have the definite article here, THE. It was ONE PROMISE. That's all Abraham needed. It was one individual promise God made to Abraham.

How many promises does God have to make, in order that we should be forgiven and saved? Well, just one, that's all. God doesn't have to promise again and again. You don't have to go back and check up, like you have to do with some people who make a promise. WHEN GOD MAKES A PROMISE, HE KEEPS HIS PROMISE, and that's it. I know I am saved today on the promise of God. I don't worry about my feelings. If I feel bad in the morning, I am not lost; if I feel good, that doesn't guarantee I am saved. Feeling hasn't anything to do with it. I simply have BELIEVED GOD'S PROMISE that I am saved. I know that, and I am resting on it. GOD CANNOT LIE. Again and again, in my inquiry room meetings, I have asked people, "Can God tell a lie?" and back comes their answer, invariably, "No, God cannot tell a lie."

So here we have the promise that God made to Abraham. Now Abraham simply believed one promise that God made to him, and God counted it to him for RIGHTEOUSNESS. God wrote him down as RIGHTEOUS, just because he BELIEVED a statement that He made.

Have you ever believed a single statement God made?

Have you ever believed THIS ONE STATEMENT God has made? If so, you will enter into the peace of salvation! "For God so loved the world. . .

Do you believe God LOVES YOU? He made you, He brought you into this world, and you are a part of this world; so He loves YOU. ". . . That He gave his only begotten Son. . ." He PROVED that He loved you by giving the dearest thing He had--‑His own Son . . . . that whosever BELIEVETH IN HIM (whoever puts his TRUST IN HIM) shall NOT PERISH. . ." Do you BELIEVE in Jesus? Are you TRUSTING Jesus? Are you depending only on JESUS, and on nobody else, nothing else, to SAVE you? Are you RESTING on Jesus? Are you COUNTING ON JESUS TO SAVE YOU? THEN YOU'RE SAVED. THAT'S WHAT THE LORD SAYS. THAT IS HIS WORD. "Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish." Who said that? God! Can God LIE? No! So you are saved because you believe God's Word about Christ and what He did for you on the Cross.

Now the result of that will BE LOVE to Him, if you are sincere! Of course, we take for granted you are sincere, because insincerity in anything will not do anything for you. It will only wreck you and blast you.

Well, Abraham believed God's promise. Notice what the promise was. "The promise that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham and to his seed THROUGH THE LAW, BUT THROUGH THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH." God promised Abraham that he should be the heir of the world. Now, to be heir means to fall heir to, or to inherit, so that you become the possessor. God promised Abraham that he should become the possessor, or owner, of the WORLD. That was the ONE PROMISE that God made to Abraham! That's wonderful! That by ONE PROMISE God would make Abraham the possessor of the world, the inheritor of the world, the owner of the world. And ABRAHAM BELIEVED.

Now here is an interesting thing, and I call your attention to it: Here is something God PROMISED ABRAHAM. Say, wouldn't you be thankful if God promised YOU something today? Well, He has! Right here in this Bible! It was written TO YOU, and to every human being God created. God has a promise for you: John 3:16 is a PROMISE FOR YOU. Believe it. The other promises belong to you, too, if you put your trust in Jesus. God promised Abraham that he would be HEIR OF THE WORLD.

Let me tell you a little humorous thing, but it so relevant at this point. I was studying the Epistle to the Romans in our Senior Greek class at Southern Baptist Seminary at Louisville, Kentucky. We had one of the greatest Greek teachers of all time, and this particular morning it came my turn to read, and it happened to be this very passage. The professor looked at me and said, "Brother Hendley, read, please, verse 13." So I read it, and then he said to me, "What does it mean, Brother Hendley, that Abraham should be heir of the world?"

I said, "Well, it means--‑according to my study of the Word of God that Abraham and his descendants would be the rulers of the world during the Millennium. They would be the head nation when Jesus rules on this earth."

He looked at me and said, "Sit down, Brother Hendley, sit down!"

And I sat down. Well, I don't know why the professor wasn't willing to go deeper into that word that particular morning, except for the fact that many of our schools do not believe that there will even BE a Millennium and do not deal heavily with the truths of prophecy.

But friends, PROPHECY is in the Word of God. It was written for our LEARNING. Back a few years ago people were afraid to study prophecy, but today God's preachers are studying prophecy. Many places where I go for a campaign, we have morning meetings, in which we have a blackboard, and we study God's outline of Redemption, and invariably we come to the time of the Millennial Age, when Jesus returns and rules over this earth and the Jews will be the leading nation. My study of the Bible through the years has proven this to be true. I have studied the Bible and found that the Jew IS going to be the leading nation! Israel will blossom and bud and fill the face of the earth with fruit! Out of ZION shall come the Redeemer and turn away ungodliness from Jacob! The Jew will be the leading nation in the coming Millennium. (But I see my time is about up, so we will have to defer this study until later.)

But let me close today with this one thought, in this brief moment. Abraham was saved because God gave him a promise and he believed it.

Have you ever BELIEVED John 3:16? If not, go alone now and tell God you do believe His promise, and you will be DECLARED RIGHTEOUS, just like Abraham. You will be glad you have BELIEVED SOMETHING GOD HAS SAID.

So few people believe what God has said. So few people even think about what God has said, or care what God has said. And when He sees somebody who READS what He says, and BELIEVES what He says‑--I say it reverently---God is just so well pleased!  And He declares you RIGHTEOUS when you BELIEVE WHAT HE SAYS, about His Son. He loved you, and gave Jesus to die for your sins.

Well, isn't it great to be SAVED? And to KNOW it, on the authority of the WORD OF GOD? If you DON'T know it, go alone, READ GOD'S PROMISE, and BELIEVE IT. He will bless you. He will save you. Will you do it?
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