RUSSIA IN BIBLE PROPHECY
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Ezekiel 38 & 39

What does the Bible say about Russia? Many years ago I taught the prophetic book of the Revelation, and I was ridiculed by some. I am preaching the very same Word of God today and people are saying, "You are right." I stuck my neck out because I believed profoundly that the Bible is the Word of the living God! And after more than 60 years of preaching the Bible, I haven't had to change a thing.

Having been teaching Bible prophecy, covering the scope of it all these years, I am sure you will agree that something would have shown up as being false somewhere down the line if the Bible were not true. But I have seen prophecy fulfilled before my very eyes. In my early days, Israel was not in the land of promise. The Bible says that Israel, scattered among the nations for thousands of years, would be brought back into the land in unbelief. That has been fulfilled. Prophecy and its fulfillment proves that the Bible is God's Word.

In World War II, when Hitler and the German mil​itary forces swept across Europe and were ready to cross the English Channel, Winston Churchill asked our President to send Britain guns and planes and tanks. "We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall never sur​render," were some of his defiant words.

Suddenly Hitler, instead of crossing the channel, turned and struck at Russia. He was afraid of the Russian army. But the prediction of many, including George C. Marshall, one of the most astute military generals in history, was that the Germans would destroy the Russians within 6 weeks.

At that time, a man of God on our west coast published a book in which he said, "Russia will defeat her enemies and will become a major power in the very near future." And instead of the predictions of General Marshall and others coming true, the Russians drove back the Germans to the gates of Berlin and subsequently became a controlling part of Germany for more than 40 years. How was it that the great military genius missed it, and the man of God hit the bull's eye? I'll tell you. He had the Bible in his hand, and he believed what he read in Ezekiel 38 and 39.

When you take sides with the Word of God as honestly as you know how‑soberly, not foolishly believing just what it says, letting God's Spirit guide and enlighten your understanding, you will not have to take back anything you've said.

Russia's Expansion

I remember when President Roosevelt came back from Yalta. He was a very tired man. He looked haggard. He didn't live long after that. At Yalta he met with Churchill and Stalin. The Big Three said what they were going to do in the future. Roosevelt said the Russians were friendly and would not disturb anything. But suddenly, after he said that, Russia reached out and gobbled up Czechoslovakia and Poland and began to control them. The Iron Curtain was firmly in place, preventing the free exchange and communication with those countries behind it.

Europe saw immediately that Russia was predatory and was out to expand her empire. So Britain, France, Belgium, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands came together. That was the beginning of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the alliance that was formed when Europe realized that Russia was out for world domination. 

Through the years since World War II, the cruel heel of the USSR crushed every attempt at freedom. Hungary, Czechoslovakia, the Baltic States, East Germany, and others tried to break the stranglehold of the bear, but without success.

Years later, Russia invaded Afghanistan. The United Nations in solemn assembly got together and asked Russia to remove her troops, but she just laughed in their face. President Carter slapped an embargo on shipments of wheat, boycotted the Olympics, and demanded that Russia withdraw her troops. She did not‑until economic factors and world opinion forced her to do so. Russia still dominated vast portions of the land mass of this earth, and the biggest danger many countries faced was Russian encroachment and takeover.

Her Military Power

Russia developed sophisticated military equipment and supplied countries in the Middle East with military weapons. She has had her eyes on the Middle East. That is exactly what was embedded 2500 years ago in Bible prophecy in Ezekiel 38 and 39, and we have seen Russia rise as a major power. When she supplied weapons and manpower to Syria, we were very close to nuclear war. The nations of the world were concerned, and many still are, about Russia's interest in the Middle East. Although the Soviet Union has disintegrated, many students of Bible prophecy believe that Russia is still a threat, especially to Israel.  

Israel has one of the finest fighting units in the world--‑small but very able. She does not intend to attack as long as her enemies refrain from attacking her. But Israel's military is tough, and she will respond fiercely to enemy aggression. I admire Israel. Just a little strip of land, she is fighting for her existence. She is fighting for her life!

The United States has said, "We're for you. We'll back you up." Thank God for it. To that degree, God will bless the United States. God has said of Israel, "He who blesses you I will bless, and he who curses you I will curse." That is a law of God Almighty concerning Israel.

Ezekiel's Prophecy

Now with that as the background, let's look at Ezekiel 38 and 39. The Bible teaches that in the end-time Russia will invade Israel, and I believe that the United States will be on the side of Israel. If we are right in our interpretation, nobody will stop Russia but God! And God is going to do it.

Ezekiel said that the word of the Lord came to him saying, "Son of Man, set your face against Gog" (38:1‑2). Gog is the future leader of Russia. It is a generic term, like Pharaoh was for the king of Egypt.

"Set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief prince of Rosh. " That is the literal reading. One of the greatest Hebrew scholars believes that this word Rosh is the root of the modern word Russia. I checked it in my Septuagint version (the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures made about 250 years before Christ), and the Greek renders it Ros. That is the word they had at that time.

"Prophesy against him, and say to him, `Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against you, O Gog. the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.’”

What would God have against Russia? At least three things.

Persecution of the Jews. Russia is a modern

anti‑Semitic power. Down through the years she has

persecuted the Jews, oppressing them and extermi​nating many of them. 

Persecution of her own people. Only God knows how many millions have been hauled off as slaves to the cold Siberian camps to die, all because they had spoken against the authorities.

Solzhenitsyn has written about some of the atrocities in Russia. And I remember when Stalin's daughter, Svetlana, came to America and published her memoirs. She described the horror in her heart when she discovered that her father was a mass murderer.

Russia's atheism is the main reason for God's opposition. She is the first modern nation to go on record openly as being atheistic. The first cosmonaut who went up into space declared the position and attitude of his country when he said at a news conference, "I have surveyed the heavens, and I did not see God. Therefore, there is no God."

According to Psalm 2, the day is coming when all the nations of earth will get together, and the one item on the agenda will be to get rid of God, Christ, and Christianity. "The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against His Anointed [Christ] saying, `Let us break Their bands asunder and let us cast Their cords from us.'

"He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall hold them in derision. Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath, and vex them in His sore displeasure" (vv.2‑5).

When Christ comes, Bible prophecy says that instead of a converted world, there will be a world in rebellion against God and Christ. And Russia has gone on record, governmentally, saying, "There is no God." Russia has taught generations of young people that there is no God. She has defied God! And the reason He will not allow any nation to destroy Russia is that He will do it Himself.

God says to Russia, "I will turn you back. I will put hooks into your jaws" (Ezekiel 38:4). It's a good thing to come to the place where you realize that God, not man, is running the show. It's comforting to know that God is sitting on the throne, that He is sovereign, and that He will control Russia.

"I will lead you out, with all your army, horses, and horsemen" (v.4). Russia has had one of the most sophisticated armies in the world, as well as a significant cavalry. When Germany invaded Russia, it was the Russian Cossacks on their little wiry horses that turned the tide of battle, and Germany's mechanized armies bogged down in the snow and ice.

Who Are the Invaders?

Russia will not be alone in the coming invasion. She will have allies. In Ezekiel 38:5 we read about "Persia." Persia is modern Iran. Persia will be on the side of Russia. "Ethiopia and Libya with them, all of them with shield and helmet."

"Gomer and all its troops" (v.6). Some students of ethnology believe that Gomer is Germany. If so, Germany will be on the side of Russia.

"Togarmah from the far north and all its troops. "

Togarmah is ancient Armenia, now called Turkey. Some of the greatest fighters in the world are the Turks. They will be allied with the Russians.

Verse 8 says, "After many days you will be visited. In the latter years you will come into the land of

those brought back from the sword and gathered from many people." What land is that? It says plainly: "Against the mountains of Israel. " So here is the prophecy of a mighty nation, together with her allies, coming in the latter years against a people who have been gathered from many nations, and the attack will be on the mountains of Israel.

"You will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like a cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you" (v.9). Coming against the little strip of land called Israel will be the sophisticated air power of Russia, covering her like a canopy. Enemy forces will swarm the land like ants on an ant hill. They will storm Israel and attempt to wipe her out completely, to exterminate her.

Verse 12 tells what Russia will be seeking in the Middle East: "To take a spoil and to take a prey." There are many spoils, but the main one at that time undoubtedly will be oil. Russia will have her eyes on the oil.

Also, Russia will be out for world domination. If she can control the oil supply in the Middle East, it will help her to control the nations. But to do that, she will have to destroy the Israeli air force. Russia will have to wipe her out to have her way in the Middle East. According to Ezekiel 38:13, "Sheba, Dedan, the merchants of Tarshish, and all their young lions" will ask Russia this question at the time of her invasion: "Have you come to take a spoil?" Who can these powers be?

When I was a young man and had just been saved, there was a man in New York City whose name was Dr. Thomas Chalmers, the head of the New York Jewish Mission. I esteemed him highly. He was a great scholar. He was reasonable, careful, and precise in his interpretation of Bible prophecy. I read his magazine thoroughly. He came to Atlanta at the age of 80. When his time came to speak, he sat in a chair and taught us Ezekiel 38 and 39. I can tell you nearly everything that man said, and that was more than 60 years ago, so clear was his teaching.

Dr. Chalmers said, "Ladies and gentlemen, remember that the lion is the symbol of the British empire. The young lions are her colonies. Britain will be there defending the land; she has traditionally been a defender of Israel. Canada will be there. The United States of America will be there. Our tradition through the years has been to defend Israel." He said, "Although America is not specifically mentioned in Bible prophecy, I believe she is in this verse (38:13) as a defending power. When Russia comes against Israel, I believe America will be there to say to her, `Are you come to take a spoil and to take a prey?' But we will not be able to stop her."

Verse 15 clearly identifies the primary invading nation as Russia. "You will come from your place out of the north parts. " The Hebrew language gives it the sense of "uttermost parts" of the north. Some scholars have translated it that way. The writer was

speaking geographically, in relation to the nation of Israel. Get a map or globe and look directly north of Israel. Russia is all over the place! Although all these other references help in the identification, this verse gives the unmistakable geographic identification, revealing that the aggressor nation in the end-time will be Russia.

God's Anger Revealed

"You will come against My people Israel like a cloud to cover the land. It will be in the latter days" (v.16). When Russia makes that invasion into the Holy Land, God will be furious. What? God, furious?

There are two things I want to know. The first is what God is like. Nobody can tell me; people make mistakes. The only book that can tell me authoritatively what God is like is this Book. I have read the philosophers, and they don't know about God. You can't learn about God by reasoning because there is nobody else like God.

The second thing I want to know is what the next world is like. Where will I go when I leave this body? That's the reason I speak so much about eternity. It's in my heart. I want to be sure there is a heaven and that I'm going there. I want to be sure there's a hell and that I'm not going there. I believe in heaven and hell, because the Bible teaches these truths.

People hear a lot about the love of God but little about the anger of God. Here it is. Verses 18 and 19 speak of God's fury: "`It will come to pass at the same time when Gog comes against the land of Israel,' says the Lord God, `that My fury will come up in My face. For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have spoken.'" Russia's defiance of God will arouse God's holy anger.

A woman asked me this question at the close of a meeting: "Does God get mad?" I said, "Yes, ma'am. God gets mad. We read about the wrath of God 12 times in Romans, the epistle of salvation. Yes, God's anger is clearly revealed in the Bible."

God's Punishment of Russia

In Ezekiel 38 is a list of actions God will take because of His intense anger with Russia: "Surely there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel" (v.19). Earthquake! I have studied about earthquakes. God is going to send earthquakes that will rock the cities of earth to ruins, level the mountains, and the islands will disappear from the sea!

Verse 20 says, "So that the fish of the seas, the fowls of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all creeping things that creep on the earth, and all men who are on the face of the earth, shall shake at My Presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground." People will know that this is God shaking the earth when Russia makes this invasion of the Holy Land. God is going to let loose His armaments. We talk about nuclear power and how great it is, but the devices of men are useless against the power of Almighty God.

"`I will call for a sword against Gog throughout all My mountains,' says the Lord God. `Every man's sword will be against his brother"' (v.21). Suddenly all these enemy soldiers in the Holy Land, instead of being against Israel, will kill one another.

"I will plead against him with pestilence and with

blood. I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and

upon the many people who are with him, and f flooding

rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone" (v.22).  Count them. There are seven weapons in God's arse​nal: earthquake, pestilence, bloodshed, rain, hail, fire, brimstone.

Most of us have seen hailstones. I've read about hail the size of marbles and some the size of golf balls, but we read in the book of the Revelation that God is going to rain down hailstones that weigh a hundred pounds! I tell you, God is great in His power, and He is going to destroy the armies of Russia.

In Ezekiel 39:4 we read that Russia will fall on the mountains of Israel. God says, "I'm going to bring you down." Russia's armies will destroy themselves in the Holy Land, and God will destroy her cities with fire. "I will send afire on Magog" (v.6).

Magog is the land of Russia. God Himself will punish Russia.

Post‑War Cleanup

The result of that will be 7 years of burning up the war materiel. Verse 9 says, "They that dwell in the cities of Israel will go out and set on fire and burn the weapons .... and they shall burn them with fire seven years. "

After the Six‑Day War in 1967, I was in the Holy Land, and everywhere around were burned out tanks and weapons of war. I thought about this verse, Ezekiel 39:9, that it will take 7 years to clean up the land because of the enormity of the equipment Russia brought into the land.

Verse 11 says, "And it shall come to pass that I will give Gog a burial place in Israel .... and there they will bury Gog and all his multitude, and they will call it the Valley of Hamon‑Gog. " This vast cemetery in Israel has not yet come into existence, but it was named by God Almighty through the prophet Ezekiel 2500 years ago. It is called Hamon‑Gog. Hamon means "multitude." The multitude of Gog. It is interesting that Moffatt, in his translation, calls it "God's mob." Do you remember when Mr. Khrushchev said to the United States, "We are going to bury you"? Well, God and Israel are going to bury Russia in the land of Israel.

"For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them, that they may cleanse the land. Indeed all the people of the land shall bury them" (vv.12‑13). Men will be employed to go through the land searching for dead bodies of the enemy. They will mark the place so that the buriers can come and get them and bury those bodies in the valley of Hamon‑Gog.

Israel will create a memorial city (v.16). The name of it will be "Hamonah," which is the feminine form of Hamon. During the millennial reign of Christ, that will be a continual reminder of what God does to people who resist Him. Verse 22 says, "So the house of Israel will know that I am their God, from that day forward. "

When Will the Invasion Come?

There has been a debate about the time of the Russian invasion. There is a man in heaven today, a great Hebrew scholar, who is the only man I know of who believed the invasion will take place before the Tribulation.

There is another great scholar, a very humble, very precise teacher of the Word of God, a man my heart generally agrees with, who believes that Russia will make the invasion in the middle of the Tribulation, just before the Antichrist tears off his mask and is revealed as the "man of sin." Then there will be no Russia in his way.

But over the years I have been troubled by one problem that I can't get away from. In Ezekiel 39:22 we read that the invasion will result in Israel's conversion to God. And elsewhere in the Bible, God says that Israel's conversion will come at the end of the Tribulation, when the second coming of Christ occurs.

In Zechariah 12:9‑10, God says, "It shall come to pass in that day that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem." That refers to the war of Armageddon. "And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and of supplications; then they will look on Me whom they have pierced; they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and shall grieve for Him, as one grieves for his firstborn."

Israel's Conversion

Israel will see Christ and acknowledge Him. Surrounded by the nations seeking her extermination, she will cry out for Jesus, and He will come down and deliver her. The people of Israel will look on Him whom they had pierced. That's when she will be converted!

Paul the apostle said the same thing in Romans 11:26, "And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: `There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob.' "

So, from the writings of Ezekiel, Zechariah, and Paul, we must conclude that the invasion of Israel by Russia will occur toward the end of the Tribulation. This is followed by Israel's conversion when Christ returns and is acknowledged as her Messiah.

The Rapture May Be Near

Because Israel is now in the land of promise, and Russia could rise up and become the aggressor without warning, I am looking daily for the Rapture. "The Lord will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and the trump of God" (I Thessalon- ians 4:16). "The trump of God," which has always called Israel to the convocation, will call His people, all believers, to the skies!

"The dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air" (v.17). We'll be changed and glorified when we see Him. "And so shall we ever be with the Lord. " That's one of my favorite verses in the Bible. Just think, before this day is over, the Lord may come. We may see Jesus! I want to be ready, don't you?

One of my pastor friends and his wife were in Atlanta, staying in a hotel until their departure the next day for a meeting in the West. Very early in the morning, the wife got up, took her Bible, and went into the bathroom to have her devotions, so as not to disturb her husband. He related this story. He had been dreaming that the Lord had come. Suddenly he awoke and his wife wasn't in the bed beside him. He sat bolt upright and cried, "Eloise! Eloise!" and she came rushing out of the bathroom and fell into his arms and said, "What's the matter, Darling?" "Oh!" he said, with a great sigh of relief, "I thought the Lord had come and taken you and left me."

We may be amused at that. But I'll tell you, you don't want to be left behind when He comes and takes the saints Home. You'll want to be in that number when the saints go marching in.

Are You Ready To Meet Christ?

Not only do I want to be saved, but I want my loved ones with me. I have told this story before. It is in one of my books, but you may not have heard it.

We have a grandson who has a physical problem. The calcium in his body turns to bone. He has a beautiful mind in a bone body. A tragedy. When I think of him, I want to cry. Through the years we had been praying for Craig that he would be saved. He's not able to engage in much activity. He'll never put on a glove. He'll never catch a ball. He'll never bat a ball. He's confined all the time. He can't do anything. He's totally helpless, can't dress himself, can't feed himself. I prayed for him constantly.

When he was 12, his body was listing, so that the bones were moving toward his internal organs, endangering his life. He was taken to Johns Hopkins, where they operated and inserted a steel bar in order to straighten him up and save his life. It was a painful operation.

Then came Christmas Eve 1978, the greatest Christmas I've ever had. We were in the home, just the intimate family group. We had our meal. Craig was over on the pallet in front of the fire. I had been praying for him earnestly, crying to God for his sal​vation. I walked over and knelt in front of him. The little guy looked in my face and said, "Granddaddy, what is the meaning of Christmas?"

I knew this was an open door. I said, "Craig, you know that there is a God who created everything. He made us all. And He is a holy God. He never thinks wrong, speaks wrong, or does wrong. We are sinners. We think wrong, speak wrong, and do wrong. God hates sin, and He has to punish it. But He loves us. So instead of punishing us, He punished His own Son, Jesus. He sent His own Son to the cross.

"Because Jesus loved us, He was obedient and went to the cross and took the punishment for our sins. That's the reason He came into this world. And that's the meaning of Christmas. So now God says that if we will believe in Jesus and trust Him as our Savior we will be saved."

I saw tears come into his eyes and course down his cheeks. I didn't prompt him, but he said, "Granddaddy, I believe in Jesus."

You talk about a Christmas present! There is no joy, after being saved, like the joy of leading someone else to Jesus! There is no greater joy than to see one of your loved ones come to Jesus. Time and again I go to see him, and when the loved ones leave the room I reach over and touch that body that feels like concrete, and I say, "Craig, don't forget, Jesus will have a new body for you someday."

One of these days Jesus will come! In this mes​sage about Russia in Bible prophecy, we have been looking at the signs which indicate that Christ's coming may be near. I want to be ready. I want every one of my loved ones ready. I want my friends ready. I want you to be ready. I want us to be together. And we'll be together with Him throughout the eternal ages.

Blessed Lord, thank You for Your Word, this pre​cious Book, this priceless Book, that contains Your mind, Your heart, Your plan. Thank You for the priv​ilege of sharing Your Word.

If anyone hearing this message is not ready to meet You, may that one not rest until the matter of salva​tion is settled, by trusting Jesus. We pray in His name and for His sake. Amen.
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