RUNNING THE RACE OF LIFE

Jesse M. Hendley

Hebrews 12:1-2

From the twelfth chapter of the Book of Hebrews I read these words "Therefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily beset us and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus."

Running the Race of Life! You and I must LIVE our lives. We didn't ask to come into this world. God didn't consult us as to when we should be born. We are not responsible for our entrance; we ARE responsible for our exit. We are not responsible for the way we came in; we ARE responsible for the way we go out. We did not ask to be born into the homes into which we were born. We did not ask to be born with sinful natures. We did not ask to exist at all. God did not consult us when He planned for our lives in this world. God has a plan for you, and God has a plan for me. One thing is sure: though we were born in sin, He did not intend for us to leave this world in a sinful state but that we should leave in peace with Him and without spot and blameless before Him, that we may enjoy His wonderful heaven, the place He has prepared for those who love Him.

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses." The writer is speaking of the men and women OF FAITH, mentioned in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. "By faith, Abel . . ." "By faith, Enoch . . . " "By faith, Noah. ." "By faith, Abraham . . . " "By faith, Sarah . . ." and Isaac, Jacob and Joseph and Moses and Joshua and Israel and Rahab and Gideon and Barak and Samson and David and Samuel and all the others--‑men and women who went into GLORY because of their FAITH in God's promises. They had their minds set upon heaven! What a wonderful thing to be a man or woman of FAITH. Friend, are you among those who have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?

After an infidel had concluded a lecture in a village in England, he challenged those present to a discussion. Who should accept the challenge but an old, bent woman in poor attire? She went to the lecturer and said, "Sir, I have a question."

He said, "What is it?"

She said, "Ten years ago I was left a widow, with eight children, utterly unprovided for and nothing to call my own but this Bible. By its direction, and looking to God for strength, I have been able to feed myself and family. I am now tottering to the grave, but I am perfectly happy because I look forward to a life of immortality with Jesus. That is what my religion has done for me. What has your way of thinking done for you?"

"Well, my good lady, I don't want to disturb your comfort, but . . . "

"Oh," she broke in, "that is not the question. Keep to the point, sir. What has your way of thinking, as an infidel, done for you?"

The infidel endeavored to shirk the matter again. The meeting gave way to uproarious applause, and the infidel had to go away discomfited by an old woman who had faith in God, the God of the BIBLE!

We are compassed about by a great cloud of witnesses! Christian men and women KNOW what Christ can do. Christians know how He can take care of us in emergencies of life and see us through all desperate circumstances; in the hour of death, that tremendous hour of departure from this life into the Other. They know how Christ can give glorious comfort. Christ is there with those who have trusted Him.

Since we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, what are we to do? Let us lay aside every weight and the sins, which doth so easily beset us! Let us lay aside the weights. Let us lay aside the sins. Oh, my friend, what have you done about the sins in your life? Dare you meet God without settling your sin question?

The famous preacher Dr. MacLaren, was once preaching on Sin, and the fact that what the world needs is to have sin dealt with by drying it up at the source and delivering men from its power, and, unless a man does that, it is like pouring a bottle of cold water into Vesuvius to try to put out the fire. You may educate, you may cultivate, you may refine, you may set up new political and economic arrangements‑--but, what then? Sin will just begin over again.

The old miseries will appear over again. The SOURCE of them all is still there! You may have a high education, beauty, refinement, culture, manners; you may give everyone a living wage, but the world will groan still, because you have not dealt with the taproot of all the mischief. You cannot kill an internal cancer with a plaster on the little finger. You will never staunch the world's wounds till you go to the Physician, Jesus Christ! He takes away the sin of the world. What each of us needs before we can see the Lord is that something shall lay hold of us and utterly change our natures and expel from our hearts that Black Drop that lies there tainting everything‑--the Black Drop of Sin! How we NEED the BLOOD OF CHRIST to take away our sins!

God says to lay aside every weight that doth so easily beset us and run with patience, steadfastness, the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus! Life, then, is a race to be run. We cannot avoid it. We are here. We've got to live it. Only cowards try to get out of it, by way of suicide, by way of drink, by way of a round of entertainment. But thinking men and women meditate seriously about the race of life. It is a race whose end depends on how you RUN. We are to look unto Jesus Christ. We are not to become wearied and faint by the trials on the way. We have got to strive against sin! Sin is round about us, and life is striving against sin. Temptations are coming our way and only by victory over SIN can we have the victory God wants us to have.

We also must not faint under the chastening Hand of God. For God says that whom He loveth, He chasteneth and scourgeth every son He receives, that we might be partakers of His Holiness. When God lays on His chastening Hand, friends, it is not time to faint! It is time to yield to Him, as unto our Heavenly Father and RECEIVE the correction that we need to live for Him.

Not long ago a young man died in a terrible accident. I went into the home of the precious mother and she asked me this question: "Preacher, do you think that my life had anything to do with the death of my son? Maybe I could have been a different mother. Maybe I could have prayed with him, read him the Scriptures, talked with him more about the things of God in a better way than I did, and have been more in earnest about the things of God. When he died, I felt the sense of guilt."

Oh, my friends listen to me. How many, many times TRAGEDY comes and brings us precious things, the sur​render to GOD, the yieldness unto the Lord Jesus Christ! Whatever you and I may say, the tragedies and disappoint​ments and failures and temptations come from the Hand of God IN LOVE, that we might be partakers of His Holi​ness, that we shall not get off the track, that we may run the race of life with endurance and looking unto Jesus, lay​ing aside weights, laying aside sins, that keep us from serving our Lord God FAITHFULLY.

Let us remember, too, the danger, friends, if we DO NOT run life's race with faith in Jesus Christ, looking faithfully to Him! There will be bitterness at the end of life! God says for us to be careful, and remember Esau. Afterward when he would have

inherited the blessing, he was rejected though he sought it earnestly with tears! "Reject" here means to hurl back! Esau TRIED to come to God but it was too late. He was hurled back. He found no place, no place, no place‑--with God, and for repentance.  He found no place to get right with God, though he wanted to do it! I am warning you now, with all my soul, that you can TRIFLE in the things of God. You can PLAY in this race of life. You can FOOL AROUND. But life is serious, life is earnest!

"Ah," you say," Preacher, you can't scare me."

Well, I warn you to go back to the old preachers. Do not listen to the mouthings of men today who care not for your soul, who cry "Peace, Peace" when there is no peace. Do not listen to those today who would say you are all wrong. Do you listen to those who would make you to slumber and sleep, when YOUR SOUL IS NOT RIGHT WITH GOD. Do not listen to voices that lull you with the siren's song. Let me WARN you today! You listen to God's Book.

God says in the Book that when Is​rael failed to keep the law at Mount Sinai, so terrible was the sight in God's eyes that Moses cried out, "I exceed​ingly FEAR and QUAKE." My friends, the coming judgment is going to be far more terrible than when Israel stood with the Broken Law at Sinai! How is it going to be with YOU when you stand IN YOUR SINS, unforgiven, hav​ing broken God's laws, never having ac​cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour? God says, "See that you re​fuse not Him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape if we turn away from Him that speaketh from heaven." If we turn away from Him, we cannot escape! We cannot escape!

My friend, are you saved? ARE YOU SAVED?

A skeptic once said to a Christian, "Say, George, what would you say if when you die you found there wasn't such a place as heaven after all?"

With a smile the Christian replied, "Well, I've had a fine time getting there anyway." Then he asked this question, not so easy to answer, "I say, Fred, what would you say if when you die you found there WAS A HELL af​ter all?"

Friends, there IS such a place as HELL. The Bible says there is. Christ said so. The prophets said so. The apostles said so. And there is only one way to ESCAPE HELL, and that is to take Jesus Christ, God's Son, as your Saviour and run with patience the race of life, looking unto Jesus! Do not turn away from Him, but turn TO Him. Commit your soul to Jesus Christ in real repentance and faith and prayer! PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD.

Will you bow your head and say, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and save me, for Jesus' sake. I have been refusing to listen to You, but I want to listen to You from now on." Will you do it?
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