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Matthew 6:5-8

May God give us today a new realization of what it means to pray; looking to His Word to see what are His rules for prayer and in what manner we should pray to please Him. We must remember that God alone can answer prayer. We must remember that God has laid down certain rules whereby we should pray. Is there anything greater than knowing how to contact God, knowing how to get things from God, knowing how to fellowship with God in real communion? Then we should study the rules for prayer in the Word of God. Many times we do not get answers to our prayers because we do not keep the rules God has given us. Let us study about this today from his Word, in Matthew chapter six beginning with verse 5.

“And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, they have their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut the door, pray to thy Father which is in secret, and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when you pray, use not vain repetitions as the heathen do, for they think they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not like unto them, for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask Him.” God says in this passage that prayer must be genuine, it must be secret, it must be childlike, and it must be intelligent.

Genuine

Prayer, to please God, must be genuine. “And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites.” Now the “hypocrites” were just putting on an act. They were just pretending. Their whole heart was not in it. They were playing at it insincerely, appearing to be something they were not, as an actor playing a character not his real self. That is the meaning of the Greek word, hypocrite. Acting, not real. Oh, beloved, listen, a person is only wasting his time if he is just going through words and motions, if he just goes to the prayer room in order to say that he has spent an hour in prayer, or a half‑hour, or fifteen minutes, or if he goes just as a matter of duty because he feels that he ought to pray! That is just pretense! It is just acting! Jesus says BE NOT like the hypocrites. If you want God to answer your prayers, be genuine. Be real. Go to your prayer room because you sincerely love God and need Him in your life, and because you want to obtain things from God. That is what this passage means. Real prayer is genuine. Oh, friends, hypocrisy in prayer is a terrible thing.

So often Christians do wrong as they pray. I heard a man say the other day that the prayer room is the only place where a person is absolutely right and absolutely sincere. Oh, friends, that isn't so! So many times prayer is hypocrisy; the praying is not right, and not sincere. I have been in prayer meetings myself when it was evident that SIN was there, for people would pray against other people, and all that sort of thing. Praying, but not praying right. Yes, we can sin (oh, the wickedness of the human heart), even in prayer. We can sin in secret prayer, too. God says we must be genuine in our prayers. He demands that we come to Him with a sincere heart, for His glory, for His love.

“Be not as the hypocrites . . . standing in the synagogues and on the street corners that they may be seen of men.” There is the hypocrisy, the show, and the outward appearance, that they may be seen of men. Those hypocrites wanted men to say of them, “My, what a religious fellow he is! What a wonderful, spiritual man he is!” When all the time that hypocrite only wanted to be well thought of, just praised of men for his religious character! Beloved, we must be real. We must be genuine before God. God will never turn down a man who will come humbly to Him and admit his sins and unworthiness. A broken and contrite heart God will never despise.

As long as we are like the publican who smote his breast and cried, “God, be merciful to me a sinner,” we are on praying ground.

Jesus said of the hypocrites, “Verily, they have their reward.” They got what they wanted. That was spoken in sarcasm, I think. They wanted to be seen of men, and they got that; but they were not heard of God. They didn't expect an answer from Heaven. They were only acting. Friend, if your religion is just to be seen of men and counted as a religious person, if it is just to hold up your head in the community and be well thought of, you can have that. But your prayers, with that as your motive, will never get an answer from God. God demands sincerity. Real prayer in CONTACTING GOD. Real prayer is having your prayers HEARD AND ANSWERED BY GOD.  Real prayer demands a genuine heart.

Secret

If prayer is to be pleasing it must be secret.

A young lady came to me the other day and wanted to argue this point. But I don't argue. I had made the statement that this business of praying while sweeping floors, cooking the lunch, riding around in an automobile, or walking down the street, IS NOT PRAYER, as God speaks of it in His Word. I challenge anybody on it. God did not say, “When thou prayest, pray while walking down the street, or while you are in an oxcart, or while you are at work.”  He didn't say that at all. Now I am not saying to you, “Don't do that.” There is a certain blessing that comes from that. I admit that as I go along, I really talk to the Lord, and that is well. But that is not what Jesus meant by PRAYER. It isn't what the New Testament calls prayer. That idea is not found anywhere in the pages of the New Testament.

The Lord says here in verse six: “Thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet.” Now that word, “closet,” is the Greek word tameion, which means “an inner chamber.” Jesus says to enter into a “Chamber on the inside, where no one is around, where you can have absolute quiet and solitude, where there is no one but you and the Father.”  Prayer, to be effective, is to be closet prayer, secret prayer. And if you don't have such a time with the Lord every​ day, don't fool yourself, you do not really pray. If you don't get alone, in solitude and quiet, in the inner cham​ber, where no one sees you or hears you, where your family or anyone else is around, where it is just you and God, then, beloved, you don't know what it is to PRAY. That is what the Lord means.

I met a man in Florida who told me (and I doubt not that he is a good man), “Preacher, I pray while I work.” I said kindly, “Brother, that isn't praying. It isn't praying as Jesus meant it. The Bible says, “When thou prayest, enter into thy closet. And when thou hast shut the door (shutting OUT everyone else, and shutting IN yourself with the Lord), pray to thy Father which is in secret.” The Bible says that and I'll stick by the Bible as long as I live.

There is a blessing in the study of this word “secret.” It does not imply simply that you are to PRAY in secret. It is literally, “Pray to thy FATHER IN THE SECRET PLACE.” The Father is in the secret place! Oh, that is the wonderful part of it. The Father isn't said to be out there on the street, or there as you are sweeping floors, or there as you are riding around in the automobile. It is in the secret place that you recognize His Holy Presence, as you kneel alone in all reverence, with undivided attention, with an expectant heart. It is in the inner chamber that the Lord promises to meet you in prayer. Now if the Lord is in the inner chamber, will you keep Him waiting there all day? Seven days a week? Thirty days a month? How often do you go and meet Him there? THY FATHER IS IN THE SECRET PLACE. That is the point. You are not in there alone, for God is there. You will sense His Presence. You will feel His Presence more if you just keep on, day by day. Beloved, have a trysting‑time with God! Have an appointment every day with God!

“And the Father, seeing in the secret place, shall reward thee openly.” God is not only IN the secret place, but He SEES all that goes on there. He sees your attitude. He sees your heart. He sees your thoughts. He looks right through you. He knows your genuineness. He knows your soul. He knows your love for Him, that you have come there because you want to know Him better. Oh, beloved, nobody loses out with an attitude like that.

Now if we come to Him in the secret place, and He knows and sees all that goes on, knowing our desire for fellowship with Him, what will be the reward? “He shall reward thee openly.” The word “reward” is from a precious Greek word meaning “to give back, restore, return; wages; what is due.” Now God is due some things to us. We are dependent upon Him. We are His children. He is our Father and it is a father's duty to take care of the needs of His children; not only his needs, but many of his desires. God, our Father, supplies our every need. Do you have any needs? Then it is your due for the Father to provide. A father delights to know that his child wants things from him and appreciates them from his hand. As children of God, the Father delights in our coming to ask Him for things we need and want. Is that all? No, He says that if men, being evil, give good things to their children, how much MORE will the Heavenly Father give good things to them that ask Him! He has good things, over and above what we need, that He would love to give us, but the attitude of the child of God in prayer has something to do with the answer to prayer. Do we meet the conditions that God as our Holy Father would have us to meet? So we see that real prayer is secret, as well as genuine.

Childlike

Prayer must be childlike. When we go to the Father, in childlike simplicity, in childlike faith, we will get things from God. God says that except we become as little children, we shall not enter the Kingdom. A little child has simple faith and trust. He comes to his father and just asks for what he wants.

Someone said of George Mueller, who had such a tremendous prayer‑life, that he prayed like a little child. One day he was to have an appointment in a certain city, and he was on board a vessel going toward that city when a very heavy fog settled over the water and it seemed he would be late for his appointment He said to the captain, “Do you think we'll make it?” The captain said, “No.” Then Mueller said, “Well, I'm going to pray and ask my Father to get me to my appointment on time. I want to keep it.” The captain and Mr. Mueller both knelt in the cabin. The captain prayed, but Mr. Mueller said, “Friend, no use for you to pray, for you don't believe He will do it.” Then Mr. Mueller prayed, as simply as a little child, “Father, you know I have this appointment and I must make it for Your glory. I wish You'd lift the fog.” Mr. Mueller then asked the captain to go out and see the fog lifting! He kept his appointment, on time. The Father answered that prayer of childlike faith.

Intelligent

Finally, from this passage we learn that prayer must be intelligent. “When you pray, use not vain repetitions as the heathen do, for they think they shall be heard for their much speaking.”  Something said by rote. Just repeated over and over again like a cracked record. Same phrases used constantly, in VAIN repetition. That word for “vain repetition” means “to stammer, to repeat idly, thinking that the words mean something just because you say them.” Jesus said they thought they'd be heard for their MUCH SPEAKING.  Loquacity. Much talk. God wants a simple petition from the heart! Beloved that tells me that God is an Intelligent Being. You wouldn't use idle repetitions and worn phrases to an intelligent per​son, would you? Beloved, GOD is in​telligent! Oh, His Mind! The mind of God! The Intelligence of God! We are to come to Him in prayer and pray IN​TELLIGENTLY. We are to ask for definite things and expect God to give those things. We are to come to Him knowing that He hears us. It isn't our much‑speaking that counts with God, but our attitudes and desires and love for Him, our relationship with Him.  

Pray Without Ceasing

Friends, let us remember that God has rules for prayer. Let us remember to Whom we are speaking when we pray!

Won't you start today a new life of prayer, and go to Him genuinely and sincerely, in the secret place, in simple childlike faith, and with intelligence, and learn in your own life what it means to PRAY, as Jesus meant us to pray. Will you do it?

PAGE  
6

